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AS THE COMPETITION 


FEVERISHLY TWEAKED 


AND FINE-TUNED TO 


GET THEIR MONITORS 


UP TO OUR STANDARDS, 




images in the industry - just what you’ve come to 
expect from NEC. 



The New MultiSync® M Series Monitors 
With Revolutionary CromaClear™ CRT Technology. 

While the others have been content to merely 
change their monitors, we were bent on changing the 
entire industry. Introducing the MultiSync M Series 
monitors from NEC - a new generation of monitors 
that will forever change your expectations regarding 
image quality. 

The MultiSync M500™ and M700™ monitors are the 
first to incorporate CromaClear, NEC’s patented new 
CRT technology. Similar in design to that found in 
today’s televisions, CromaClear lets you view text, 
graphics and video with enhanced focus, greater color 
Desig ned for saturation, better contrast and increased 
depth and dimension. Simply put, you’ll 

Microsoft 

Windows 95 enjoy the brightest, sharpest, clearest 


What’s more, our Video Boost feature automatically 
sets the monitor screen to the optimal contrast and 
brightness level for viewing TV and video images. 
Built-in speakers allow you to customize sound 
for movie, music, games and voice 
conferencing applications. There’s even 
a built-in microphone. 

In addition to PC and Macintosh® 
compatibility, the MultiSync M Series 
monitors feature Plug and Play 
compatibility for Windows® 95 and are 
backed by a 3-year limited warranty. 

The MultiSync M Series monitors from NEC. 
Think of them less as new monitors, more as the 
standard by which all others will be judged. To 
learn more about either the MultiSync M500 or 
M700 monitors, call 1-800-NEC-INFO. To have the 
information sent to you by fax, simply call 
1-800-366-0476 and request document #157201. Or 
contact us on the Internet at http://www.nec.com. 

SEE, HEAR AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE.™ 




MultiSync is a registered trademark and CmwCleu, M500, M700 and See, Hear and Feel the Difference are trademarks of NEC Technologies, Inc. Windows and the Windows 96 logo are registered 
trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. All other trademarks or registered trademarks are property of their respective owners. GSA #GS00K94AG5241PS01. @1996 NEC Technologies, Inc. 

Key #27291. 
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BUSINESS REPORT 


YOU MAY WANT A NEW CANON® COLOR BUBBLE JET™ PRINTER FOR YOUR HOME OFFICE 
SIMPLY BECAUSE IT CAN PRINT CRISP, BRILLIANT, OFFICE QUALITY COLOR GRAPHICS AND TEXT. 

Which of course, makes you look better in business. 

Color Bubble Jet Printers 

I can be more colorful. 

She can be brilliant. 

Or you may want one simply for your home. Thanks to fun new software 
we’ve included, like Crayola 1 Art? Hallmark Connection?* Everyday Greetings 

I AND MORE, YOU CAN CREATE GREETING CARDS, STICKERS, EVEN IRON-ONS FOR T-SHIRTS. 

Call 1 - 800 - 848 - 4123 , Ext. 904 . And find out what you can do. Only with canon. 

© 1996 Canon Computer Systems, Inc. Canon is a registered trademark and Bubble Jet is a trademark of Canon Inc. All other 
products and brand names are trademarks of their respective companies. Software included is available on CD only. Canon recommends using 
only Canon Computer Systems supplies and accessories. CCSI, 2995 RedhillAve., CA 92626. In Canada, call 1-800-263-1121, Ext. 904. 

Cation 


GREETING CARD 







Compaq Notebooks. From Extra 



Notebooks That Really Take You Places. 


Wherever your work takes you, you can be sure 
that one of these Compaq® notebook PCs makes 
sense for you. Call and ask about the Compaq 
Contura® 400 Series — a powerful combination of 
affordability and features. 

Or, if you’re looking for a high-performance 
Pentium® processor-based notebook, the Compaq 
LTE®5000 Series delivers the ultimate mix of power 
and flexibility. With several interchangeable devices 
and the functional MultiBay™ design, the LTE 5000 


Series allows you to mix and match capabilities 
anywhere. Whichever Compaq notebook you 
choose, our optional expansion bases make it work 
even harder. And since all our notebooks come 
with a 3-Year Worldwide Limited Warranty," you 
can count on Compaq support whether you’re 
working at home, or in one of over 85 countries 
around the world. 


Starting at $ 2 , 399 * 


COMPAQ. 

DirectP/us 


* Compaq Contura 430C 










































Portable To Extra Powerful 




Contura 430C j 

LTE 5000 Model 510 

LTE 5100 Model 810 

LTE 5200 Model 1350 

Processor 

100MHz i486™DX4 

75MHz Pentium® 

90MHz Pentium 

120MHz Pentium 

Std./Max. Memory 

8MB/32MB 

8MB/72MB 

8MB/72MB 

8MB/72MB 

Hard Drive 

720MB 

510MB (removable) 

810MB (removable) 

1,35G B (removable) 

Cache 

16KB Internal 

256KB, 64-Bit 

256KB, 64-Bit 

256KB, 64-Bit 

Diskette Drive 

Internal 3.5" 1.44MB 

Modular 3.5" 1.44MB 

Modular 3.5" 1.44MB 

Modular 3.5" 1.44MB 

Display 

10.4" Color Dual Scan 

10.4" (640x480) CSTN 

10.4" (800x600) CTFT 

10.4" (800x600) CTFT 

Video Graphics 

32-Bit Local Bus 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

1 MB DRAM 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

1 MB DRAM 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

1MB DRAM 

PCMCIA Slots 

2 Type II 

2 Type II 

2 Type II 

2 Type II 

16-Bit Audio 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Internal CD-ROM Drive 

N/A 

Optional QuadSpeed 

Optional QuadSpeed 

Optional QuadSpeed 

Pointing Device 

Optical Trackball 

EasyPoint™ II 

EasyPoint II 

EasyPoint II 

NiMH Battery 

3-5 Hours 

2-4 Hours 

2-4 Hours 

2-4 Hours 


Keyboard/Pointing 
Device, Enhanced 
Parallel, Serial, 

External SVGA 

External Keyboard/ 
Pointing Device, 
Headphone/Speakers, 
Microphone, Infrared 
Communication, 

External SVGA 

External Keyboard/ 
Pointing Device, 
Headphone/Speakers, 
Microphone, Infrared 
Communication, 

External SVGA 

External Keyboard/ 
Pointing Device, 
Headphone/Speakers, 
Microphone, Infrared 
Communication, 

External SVGA 

Software 

Windows® 95 or 
Windows 3.1 

Windows 95 or 

Windows 3.1; 

MS-Video for Windows, 
Compaq Sound System 

Windows 95 or 

Windows 3.1; 

MS-Video for Windows, 
Compaq Sound System 

Windows 95 or 

Windows 3.1; 

MS-Video for Windows, 
Compaq Sound System 

Dimensions/Weight 

11.9"x9"x 2.276.5 lbs. 

12.2"x9"x2"/7.1lbs. 

12.2"x9"x2"/7.4lbs. 

12.2"x9"x2"/7.4lbs. 

Worldwide Warranty** 

! 3-Year Limited 

3-Year Limited 

3-Year Limited 

3-Year Limited 

Pricet 

$2,399 

$2,899 

$4,099 

$4,799 


Optional 

Expansion Base 

Contura-lncludes a battery charger and separate AC 
adapter. Interfaces include: serial, enhanced parallel, 
monitor, numeric keypad, keyboard, mouse, and 
optional Ethernet. Monitor stand included. 

LTE 5000-Modular expansion base allows devices to 
be shared between the notebook and base. Supports 
two additional hard drives or CD-ROM drives and 
additional diskette drive. Includes Integrated Ethernet. 

Pricet 

Docking Base $175 

Docking Base (Ethernet) $295 

Multi Bay Expansion Base $489 

QuadSpeed CD-ROM Drive $389 

















































You won’t believe what you can do on the Web! Don’t miss our reviews of 
the top new Web servers, powerful Net utilities, free Netscape extensions, 
and tools that make designing your own Web pages easy. 58 

Plug the Gaps in Windows 95 

Let’s face it: Windows 95 is a big improvement, 
but it still has plenty of holes. Fill them with 
our collection of all the tools and utilities 
Microsoft left out. 134 

Word Processor Superguide 

Is the war of the word processors over? Has 
Microsoft’s Word stomped the competition? 
Find out in our usability face-off. Plus, tips 
guaranteed to make you more productive. 149 


3D Gets Real 

Duck! It’s coming at you! We’ve got 
everything you need to experience 3-D on 
your PC and the Web, including the best new 
3-D hardware and software. 171 



4th Annual Notebook Torture Test 

Clunk! Oops. Is your notebook tough enough to survive 
the hazards of life on the road? Don’t buy another portable 
until you see the results of our no-holds-barred, boot-up- 
or-die notebook torture test. 110 










New! 


Special Internet Reviews Section See what 
you've been missing on the Web! Reviews of the 
best new Net products you've gotta have. 58 



60 Microsoft Internet 
Information Server 1.0, 
Process Purveyor 1.2, 
Frontier SuperWeb 
Server, O’Reilly WebSite 
1.1, Quarterdeck WebStar 
95/NT 

64 InfoAccess HTML 
Transit vs. SkiSoft Web 
Publisher Professional 
66 Third Planet DigiPhone, 
VocalTec Internet Phone 
3.0, Quarterdeck 
WebTalk 

68 DEC Alta Vista, Infoseek 
Guide, Infoseek 
Professional, Yahoo 
70 Macromedia Director 5 
72 Milktruck Delivery vs. 

ForeFront WebWhacker 
74 Accent Worldwide 
Internet with an Accent 


74 BookMaker Surf ’n’ 

Print 

76 Starfish Internet 
Dashboard 

76 DigitalStyleWebSuite 

83 Compaq Presario 9240 

84 CompuLink Infinity 
P5-133EDO, MidWest 
Micro P5-133 Office PC, 
Quantex QP5/133 SM-1 

86 Citizen Printiva 600C 

86 Hewlett-Packard 
DeskJet 820Cse 

88 Pioneer DW-S114X 
CD Recorder 

88 Hewlett-Packard 
ScanJet 4Si 

90 Ascend Pipeline 50 vs. 
Shivalntegrator 100 

93 CorelXara 


94 Fractal Design 
Painter 4.0 

96 MindWorks Recollect 
Gold vs. XSoft/Xerox 
Visual Recall 2.0 

32 Pulse The first cable 
modems, and Radar. 

43 The A-List Editors’ top 
picks in 50 categories. 

105 CD-RON Reviews of 
movies on disc. 

20 www.pccomputing.com 
235 Direct to You 
264 Marketplace 
290 Ad Index 
293 Product Index 


Ultimate Home Office 

Low-cost videoconferencing 
on the Web, virtual-reality 
headgear you can afford, and 
easy ISDN Internet access for 
small offices. Plus, usability 
tests of next-generation 
digital cameras—starting 
at $99! 283 



I -lAfclU I Want My Web TV! Get 

"■■mV comfortable behind your 

" favorite browser and tune in 

to broadcast video on the 
Internet. Also inside and 
online: We show you where 
to find the best new sites, 
package deals, and tons of 
free stuff! 297 


Opinion 


23 Mail 

51 PaulSomerson 
53 John C. Dvorak 
300 HotList 
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Windows 95 Buyers’ Guide 

PC Computing’s guide to 
essential Windows utilities 
and applications for the office 
and home. 

187 QEMM8 

Maximize your memory. 

187 VRWorkshop+ 

3-D for beginners. 

192 me2 

Get to know yourself. 
192 Mariner 
196 Skyway 

Starter pack for the Net. 
196 Uninstaller 3 
204 AgreementBuilder 3.0 
Get it in writing. 

204 Learn To Do Windows 95 
Dvorak's Win95 primer. 
210 WinProbe 4 

Diagnose PC problems. 
210 StreetFinder 1996 
Navigate the nation. 
216 Adams Resumes & 

Cover Letters 
Get a job—fast! 

216 CyberSitter 2.0 

Keep tabs on your kids. 
222 Post-it Software Notes 
Electronic Post-it notes. 
222 First Aid 95 
228 Janna Contact 95 

Manage your contacts. 



Usability Approved It’s 
fast and cheap—but will it 
get the job done? Only 
products that meet or beat 
the high standards of our 
Usability Labs earn this seal. 



hundreds of freebies, bug 
fixes, and other bonuses 
from our Web site 
(www.pccomputing.com), 
CompuServe, or Microsoft 
Network when you 
see this seal. 


Click-and-Save Snapshots 

New filmless digital cameras. 283 





Tecrj\ 

720CDT 

• 1024 x 768 resolution 

710CDT 

•800 x 600 resolution 

BOTH MODELS 

• 12.1" dia. color active matrix display 

• 133MHz Intel Pentium® Processor (2.9v) 
with 256KB of level 2 cache 


• 16MB ofhigh speed EDO memory 
(expandable to 144MB) 

• Removable 1.2 billion byte H.13GB) HDD 

• PCI system-bus architecture 

• HiQVideo”' multimedia PCI graphics controller 
with 64-bit BitBLT graphics acceleration, 
interpolation and scaling 

• Modular 6X CD-ROM drive 

• Lithium Ion battery 

■ 16-bitSound Blaster"' Pro compatible audio system 


• Integrated 28.8Kbps data/fax modem with 

• Supports two Type II or one Type III 16-bit 
PC Card(s); ZV card and 32-bit CardBus ready 

• Infrared data port (IrDA-compliant) 

• Optional Desk Station* V Plus docking station 

• Optional NoteDock" II Enhanced Port Replicator 

• Pre-installed software: Windows® 95 or MS-DOS® 
with Windows® for Workgroups, Indeo' video, and 
Synchro* Multimedia Connect* 


ZOOMED VIDEO 

Toshiba’s innovative Zoomed Video , ,. ; i 

(ZV) architecture drives portable J mSM 

multimedia into an amaging new 
dimension. Simply insert an industry 
standard ZV PC Card and the task of -y B 
transferring video data is automatically 
offloaded from the system bus. This means you 
get advanced multimedia capabilities such as 
video conferencing, on-screen television and support ’’ISH 
of current MPEG J and future MPEG2 video playback. '5|| 


CARDBUS 

Tecra’s two PC Card slots support 16-bit PC 
Cards and are ZV card and CardBus ready. 


pent i i 


12.1" DISPLAY, 
1024x768 
RESOLUTION 

Watch brilliant colors spring to life on a 
display so large, it rivals desktop monitors. 

1 024 x 768 resolution provides the sharpest 
images ever found in a portable and 64% 
more workspace than 800 jc 600 resolution. 




















133MHz IN FULL MOTION. 


-FULL-MOTION VIDEO 

lew HiQ Video” PCI graphics controller with 
64-bit BitBLT turns multimedia fantasy into fact. 
With hardware zoom and YUV to RGB conversion, 
you can have fullscreen, /ull-motion video with an 
amazing depth of color and high-quality resolution. 




INTEGRATED 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Join a conference call from your notebook. Switch to 
answering machine mode while you prepare a fax. 

A built-in 28.8Kbps data/fax modem, fuMuplex 
speakerphone and RJ-11 phone jack put a world of 
es at your fingertips. 


133MHz PENTIUM* 
TECHNOLOGY 

Tecra combines the fastest notebook processor 
available today witk a 256KB level 2 cache and 
EDO memory expandable to 144MB. Tbe PCI 
architecture offers blazing video and data throughput 
while Tecra’s 2.9v CPU delivers premium perfomance 
without compromising battery life. 


DESK STATIONS PLUS 

Unlock all the expansion possibilities you need 
with two PCi/ISA expansion slots, an additional 
dedicated PCI slot and two Type 111 PC Card slots 
(32-bit CardBus ready). Desk Station" V Plus 
also features Windows' 95 botdocking capabilities 
and a SelectBay for the ultimate in convenience 
and flexibility. 


6X CD-ROM Get 50% more speed 

than a 4% CD-ROM when accessing video, sound 
and data on CD. Or, using Toshiba’s SelectBaj? 
interchange the modular CDROM drive with the 
floppy disk drive in seconds. 


THE NEW TECRA'. THE NEWEST TECHNOLOGY. Tecra combines the brand 

new 133MHz mobile Pentium” processor with screaming-fast PCI architecture and Zoomed Video ( 
technology that brings unprecedented video and graphics performance into the portable realm. 

And with memory expandable to 144MB, you can have more than you’ve ever experienced in a notebook computer. Add to that 
a giant 12.1" display and a 1.2 billion byte hard drive and you’ve got a system that will put you in full motion instantly. For more 
information visit the Toshiba website at http://www.toshiba.com, or for a dealer near you, call 1-800-457-7777. 



In Touch with Tomorrow 

TOSHIBA 

The World's Best Selling Portable Computers. 
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Now you can get your very 
own copy of PC Computing 
delivered to you every 
month — at incredible 
savings! 

Plus, sign up now and get 
powerful FREE SOFTWARE 
with your paid subscription. 


^> 1 - 800 - 

365-2770 

PPGomputing 


PCComputing 


VICE PRESIDENT, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Paul Somerson 


executive EDITOR Wendy Taylor 
MANAGING editor Debra McDonald 

EDITORIAL 

features editor Christopher Lindquist 
senior editors Kyla K. Carlson, 

Jack Lyon, Ron White (CD-RON) 
associate editors Marty Beaudet, 

Liesl LaGrange Noble, Rich Schwerin 
assistant editor Julie McCullough 
copy chief D. Jacqueline Kan 
desktop production ivianacer Jackie Cuneo 
copyeditor Kristine Dixon 
production editor Peggy Gannon 
assistant copy editor Tara McGoldrick 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE VP, 
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PC COMPUTING ONLINE 
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associate online editors Jill Cook, Matthew Johan 
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MARKETING AND SALES 
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Howto Contact the Editors We welcome feedback. However, we 
cannot respond to individual requests to look up stories from 
previous issues, recommend products, or diagnose PC problems. 
Send comments or complaints to: 950 Tower Lane, 19th Floor, 
Foster City, CA 94404; fax us at (415) 578-7059; contact us via 
the Internet (72241.1724@compuserve.com) or CompuServe 
(72241,1724); or log on to PC Contact to post a public message 
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contact one of the following editors— Features: Christopher 
Lindquist; News and Reviews: Kyla K. Carlson; Online: Matthew 
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Company, formerly Computer Library. Each monthly issue of 
Computer Select contains the full text of the most recent year's 
issues of PC Computing. Computer Select also contains full-text 
articles from over 70 computer magazines, newspapers and 
newsletters, as well as abstracts from over 40 more computer 
periodicals, business magazines, and newspapers. For more 
information, call Information Access Company/Computer Library 
at (800) 419-0313 ext. 718. 

Subscription Inquiries/Change of Address For subscription 
service questions, address changes, orfor ordering, call (303) 
665-8930, orfax (303) 604-7455 in the United States or Canada; 
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The subscription rate is $24.97 for one year. Canada and all other 
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It’s your business. 

Who would you trust to back you up? 



Nowdays, businesses of all sizes, everywhere, 
rely on the same precious commodity. Information. 

Customer records, inventory, tax information, 
are the lifeblood of your business. And, while 
most data is safe, a computer virus, human error 
or other catastrophic event, and your data could 
vanish into thin air. 

That’s why it’s so essential to back up. 

The easiest and most reliable way to 
protect your data comes from the company 
that everyone trusts. Hewlett-Packard, the 
wi'ndwsK world leader in tape backup. The affordable 


HP Colorado T1000 stores up to 800 MB' using new 
TRAVAN “ technology. It includes true Windows* 95 
software. One button backup and unattended oper¬ 
ation make it a snap. 

Other Hewlett Packard tape drives range from 
350 MB* up to 24 GB*. So whether you’re backing up 
your PC or your network, HP has a solution for all 
of your storage and backup needs. 

Now there’s no excuse to leave your data un¬ 
protected. Your business depends on it, and you can 
depend on Hewlett-Packard. Visit your dealer, or call 
1-800-826-4111 ext 1296 for more information. 


Circle 178 on reader service card. 
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With Microsoft® Office for Windows® 95, your ideas flow 
seamlessly, intuitively, and work moves exactly the way 
you want. Microsoft Excel, Word, PowerPoint? Microsoft 
Access, and Schedule+ were designed to work together 
in more ways, in faster ways, Manage your key contacts 
in Schedule+ and drop addresses into Word when you 
write them letters. Convert a list in Microsoft Excel into 
a relational database in Microsoft Access. You sit down 
to work and, now more than ever, the software conforms 
to the task. 

The programs also get out of your way by revealing 
their capabilities intuitively. IntelliSense'" technology 
inside Microsoft Office means each program can sense 
what you are trying to do and actually execute many 
formatting and repetitive data entry tasks automatically. 
Not in a “mind of its own" sort of way, but in ways that 
accelerate the pace of your work. (To create a numbered 
list in Word, you just type 1. and your thought, hit Enter, 
and 2. appears automatically.) If you ever have a 
question on how to do something, just type it in using 
your own words, and the Answer Wizard will walk you 
through the task step-by-step. 

This is Microsoft Office for Windows 95. Using the 
power and simplicity of the Windows 95 operating system 
to let you focus on your work, not on your software. 


















You can use the new Internet Assistants for Microsoft Excel, Word, and PowerPoint to create 
home pages on the World Wide Web. (Just download the tools from our Web site.) When you 
save a document, choose HTML format, and it’s ready to post onto the Web. Also use 
Microsoft Word to communicate more clearly through e-mail or the Internet, Create your 
message inside Word, using its formatting options like italic, bold, indented paragraphs, and 
bulleted lists to emphasize your point. Then send the message without ever closing out of 
Word. Inside your company and out, Microsoft Office makes it easier for people to access your 
ideas, work together to perfect them, and collaborate on how to implement them. 




With Microsoft Office, you don’t have to make your thought 
process conform to your computer’s process. Use the Office 
Binder to create a single document (a marketing report, 
perhaps) that uses files from several Microsoft Office 
programs. Combine a cover letter, financial projections, and 
professional-looking charts and graphs into one file. Save it 
and print it as one. Open it and have all the applications it 
uses launch at once. You spend less time going back and 
forth between programs. Less time working around obstacles. 

More time focusing on the work at hand. 




_ 
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Keep Your PC 
Tuned Up And Ready 
To Go With The 
New WINCheck/lt! 

If you're hangin' ten on the 
^ Internet or riding the wave of 

Windows® 95, then you need to keep your PC in 
' ' ^ tip-top shape - with WINChecklt 4.0! It's the E _ 
Kahuna Problem Solver that gives you all the tools you need to 
rev up your modem and tune up your system. 

• A new Modem Diagnostic checks your modem's speed, setup, 
and line connection to keep you up and surfin' on the Internet 

• WINChecklt's Uninstall utility lets you get rid of unwanted, 
memory-hogging applications - you can even save and restore 
everything if you change your mind later 

• A special Change Detector monitors changes in your system, so 
you can quickly identify and resolve potential problems. 

• WINChecklt's new Clean & Zip" utility seeks out the files you 
don't want and clears them off your hard drive to give you 
more disk space. 

• A one-of-a-kind CD-ROM diagnostic rates and tests your CD- 
ROM capabilities to ensure maximum multimedia performance. 

Plus, WINChecklt 4.0 includes a four-volume 
McGraw-Hill Technical Reference Library on CD-ROM - 
a $95.00 value-FREE' 

So put an end to cyber-wipeouts - Stay . 
on your feet with WINChecklt 4.01* 

(800) 531-0450 
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Software Corporation 
2124 Main Street Huntington Beach, CA 92648 • (714) 969-7746 
Faxbadc (714) 536-6195, select option #4 • CIS GO TOUCHSTONE • http://v\ww.checlAcom 

Copyright © 1988-1996 Touchstone Software Corporation. WIN 
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to us at: PC Computing, P.O. Box 58229, Boulder, CO 80322-8229. 
PC Computing is a registered trademark of Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Company. The following are trademarks of Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Company: American Computing, Fast Facts, The Magazine for 
Business Computing Experts, PC Contact, PC Sources, Perfect 10, 
Personal Computing, Pro Tips, Software Secrets, and 
The Ultimate PC. Entire contents copyright © 1996 
by Ziff-Davis Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. 
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WinBook 
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it..." 

—PC World, April 1996 

13 

...the best design of any notebook I've tested ! 7 


-Michelle A. Tynell, Windows Magazine, March 191 


2399 *2999 $ 3199 


WINBOOK XP5 75MHz 

• 75MHz INTEL PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 
— POWER-SAVING NOTEBOOK CHIP 

• 8MB RAM 

• 520MB REMOVABLE HDD 

• 256KL2 CACHE 

. 14.4 SEND/RECEIVE FAX/VOICE/DATA 
MODEM 

• 10.4" TFT ACTIVE MATRIX COLOR 
DISPLAY 

• 3.5" 1.44MB DISKETTE DRIVE 

• 6.1 POUNDS 

• 32-BIT LOCAL-BUS VIDEO 

• 40 WATT LITHIUM ION BATTERY 
W/POWER MANAGEMENT 

• 1MB VIDEO RAM 

•TWO TYPE II OR ONE TYPE III 
PCMCIA SLOT 

• INTEGRATED DUAL-BUTTON POINTING 
STICK, OPTIONAL DUAL-BUTTON 
TRACKBALL OR TOUCHPAD 

• PARALLEL, SERIAL AND PS/2 PORTS 

Double your RAM to 16MB for only $399! 


WINBOOK XP5 75MHz 

• 75MHz INTEL PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 
— POWER-SAVING NOTEBOOK CHIP 

• 16MB RAM 

• 810MB REMOVABLE HDD 

• 256KL2 CACHE 

• 14.4 SEND/RECEIVE FAX/VOICE/DATA 
MODEM 

• 10.4“ TFT ACTIVE MATRIX COLOR 
DISPLAY 

• 3.5" 1.44MB DISKETTE DRIVE 

• 6.1 POUNDS 

• 32-BIT LOCAL-BUS VIDEO 

• 40 WATT LITHIUM ION BATTERY 
W/POWER MANAGEMENT 

• 1MB VIDEO RAM 

•TWO TYPE II OR ONE TYPE III 
PCMCIA SLOT 

• INTEGRATED DUAL-BUTTON POINTING 
STICK, OPTIONAL DUAL-BUTTON 
TRACKBALL OR TOUCHPAD 

• PARALLEL, SERIAL AND PS/2 PORTS 

Add stereo sound for only $79.95! 


WINBOOK XP5 120MHz 

• 120MHz INTa PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 
— POWER-SAVING NOTEBOOK CHIP 

• 16MB RAM 

• 810MB REMOVABLE HDD 

• 256K12 CACHE 

• 14.4 SEND/RECEIVE FAX/VOICE/DATA 
MODEM 

• 10.4“ TFT ACTIVE MATRIX COLOR 
DISPLAY 

• 3.5" 1.44MB DISKETTE DRIVE 

• 6.1 POUNDS 

• 32-BIT LOCAL-BUS VIDEO 

• 40 WATT LITHIUM ION BATTERY 
W/POWER MANAGEMENT 

• 1MB VIDEO RAM 

•TWO TYPE II OR ONE TYPE III 
PCMCIA SLOT 

• INTEGRATED DUAL-BUTTON POINTING 
STICK, OPTIONAL DUAL-BUTTON 
TRACKBALL OR TOUCHPAD 

• PARALLEL, SERIAL AND PS/2 PORTS 

Add Syncburst cache and 1.3GB HD,$300! 


Inc. The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are r 


A WinBook XP lor every budget, starling at $1599! 


*1599 


*1999 
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WINBOOK XP 75MHz WINBOOK XP 1 OOMHz 

• 75MHz INTEL®486 PROCESSOR • 100MHz INTR»48 

•8MB RAM -16MB RAM 

• 520MB REMOVABLE HDD 

• 14.4 SEND/RECEIVE • 14.4 SEND/RECEIVE 

FAX/VOICE/DATA MODEM FAX/VOICE/DATA MODEM 

• 10.3" DUAL-SCAN COLOR DISPLAY • 10.3" DUAL-SCAN COLOR DISPLAY 

PLUS MANY MORE QUALITY STANDARD WINBOOK XP FEATURES! 


WinBook 


CALL US TODAY, TOLL-FREE 

1 - 800 - 293-1637 

Monday-Friday, 8am-9pm EST • Saturday, 9am-4pm 

Use your VISA, Discover Card, MasterCard, personal check or P.O. with credit approval. 
U.S. sales only. 30-day unconditional money-back guarantee from date ol purchase. 












SIX OF THE 
EIGHT BIGGEST 
AIRLINES BUY 
FROM DELL. 











DELL OPTIPLEX 

3Com 

Higher Networked Performance 

Factory-Installed Fast Ethernet Cards 

Lower Lifecycle Costs 

All Dell OptiPlex systems are available with factory-installed, 
high-performance NICs from 3Com. Ask your national accounts rep 
about our NIC options when you place your next OptiPlex order. 


I 


M l 

I 


What makes us such a 
popular destination? 

Well, unlike the average 
, PC company, Dell’specializes 
in doing business with large organizations. 
Which means we take a different approach to 
helping you manage Information Technology. 

To begin with, we custom-build our PCs 
in ISO 9002 certified facilities. Then we 
certify them for most major network operating 
systems. And to help you manage the whole 
process, we have local account executives 
and system engineers across the country who 
can service all your needs. 

We can even lower the lifetime costs of 
owning a PC. So call us; we have a model 
that can show you how much your company 
can save with Dell and OptiPlex™ PCs. 

Approximately how much savings are 
we talking about? 

Well, let's just put it this way: you may 
never fly coach again. 


D6U. 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800 - 545-5582 

http://www.dell.com/ 

| Keycode#OZlTs] 


DELL OPTIPLEX “466LE 

66MHz INTELDX2™ PROCESSOR 

• 4MB RAM/528MB HDD 

• 14XE Monitor (13.2* v.i.s., .28NI) 

• 1 Year Warranty' 

• Upgrade to 8MB BAM for just 
$100 more. 

$999 

Product Code #300879 

DELL OPTIPLEX GX 5100L 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 16MB EDO RAM/1 GB HDD 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s., .28NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• Integrated Audio 

• Full Motion Video 

• 3 Year Warranty 

$2346 


DELL OPTIPLEX GX 5133M 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 16MB EDO RAM/1.6GB HDD 

• 15TX Monitor (13.7” v.i.s., .28NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• Integrated Audio 

• Full Motion Video 

• 3 Year Warranty 

$2791 

Product Code #300103 


DELL OPTIPLEX G5100L+ 

100MHz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 

• 16MB EDO RAM/540MB HDD 

• 14XE Monitor (13.2" v.i.s., .28NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• 3 Year Warranty' 

PICTURED SYSTEM 

$1961 

Product Code #300100 

DELL OPTIPLEX G5133M+ 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 16MB EDO RAM/850MB HDD 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s., .28NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• 3 Year Warranty 

$2561 

Product Code #300102 

DELL OPTIPLEX GX5166MT 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 32MB EDO RAM/1,6GB HOD' 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7" v.i.s., .26NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• Integrated Audio 

• Full Motion Video 

• 3 Year Warranty 

$3981 

Product Code #300858 


Call for a configuration customized to your needs. 



Sill 
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“YOUR FREE BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM 
KNOCKED MY SOCKS OFF' 


publisher Chris Dobbrow 

SALES MANAGEMENT 

associate pubusher/east coast Sloan Seymour, 

(212)503-4830 

associate publisher/west coast William P. Howard, 

(415) 578-7570 

rational SALES manager Lucy Wohltman, (415) 578-7073 
advertising coordinator Denise Giliett, (415) 578-7031 
sales assistants Jayme Angeli, Gina Belt, Loreen Bernardini, 
Sandy Marciniak, David McCaman, Richard McNees 

ADVERTISING SALES OFFICES 

NEW ENGLAND 

Monica Sembler, District Sales Representative, (617) 393-3069 
10 Presidents Landing, Fifth Floor, Medford, MA 02155 

MID-ATLANTIC 

Thomas Koletas, District Manager, (212) 503-4907 

One Park Ave„ New York, NY 10016 

Kerry Barlas, Account Representative, (415) 578-7067 


Craig Westcott, District Manager, (312) 214-7333 
150 North Wacker Dr., Suite 2500, Chicago, IL 60606 
Melissa Gruber, Account Representative, (415) 578-7065 

SOUTHEAST AND SOUTH CENTRAL 
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SOUTHWEST AND LOS ANGELES 
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Nancy Romano, Senior Account Representative, 

(415)578-7066 


To access the Consumer Information Catalog and 
more than 250 helpful federal publications, use your 
communications software to dial (202) 208-7679. 

Or, e-mail the message “SEND INFO” to 
cic.info@pueblo.gsa.gov for Internet directions. 
Either way, keep your shoes on. 



A public service of this publication and the Consumer Information Center of the 
U.S. General ServicesAdministration 


This could be a best seller. 
But it's free. 

You can’t buy the Consumer Information Catalog 
anywhere. But you can send for it, free! 

It’s your guide to more than 200 free or low-cost 
government publications about getting federal 
benefits, finding jobs, staying healthy, and more. 
The Catalog is free. The information is priceless. Send name and address to: 

Consumer Information Center 
Department best, Pueblo* Colorado 81009 



NORTHWEST AN0 UTAH 

Kelly Worrall, District Manager, (415) 578-7061 
950 Tower Lane, 19th Floor, Foster City, CA 94404 
Lisa Fung, Account Representative, (415) 578-7070 
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York, NY 10016; or faxed to (212) 503-5420. For price quotes 
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(800) 825-4237. Printed in the U.S.A. 

Canadian GST registration number is 
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TOP F orx R u GoEsToH AWAH 

FOR A WHOLE MONTH 


an in-box with a mind of its own 


It's time to put paper to work. Simply feed any document into 
PaperPort Vx™ and in as little as 2 seconds it magically appears 
on your screen. From there you can organize it or send it any way 
you please. File it in a folder. Or drag it to a word processing icon, 
where your application launches g 

and your text appears, ready to 
be edited. Drop it on the fax 
icon and out through your fax 
software it goes. You can even 
treat your printer like a copy machine, making multiple copies 
or putting several items on a single page. PaperPort Vx comes 
with $249 worth of free software, including OmniPage LITE'" 
OCR.CardScan SE”and PictureWorks Copier.” No other scanner, 
or in-box, has more ways to make paper more productive.To see 
the whole picture, head to your favorite retailer or our web site 
at http://www.visioneer.com, or call us at 1-800-787-7007, ext.106. 
And put paper in its place. _ _ 

PaperPort \[ x 


V I S I O N E E R 











www.pccomputing.com 


The Best of the Web at Your Fingertips 


Want to know where to find the best free stuff on the Internet? Need a 
direct connection to the greatest Web search engines? We have it all at 
www.pccomputing.com, your one-stop guide to the best of the Web. 
You’ll also find entertainment, contests, exclusive reviews, and other cool 
events. Here’s a preview of what you’ll see online this month: 




Microsoft vs. the World 


In the heated battle to own the 
Internet-server market, two 
titans are squaring off. 
Microsoft fired the first shot by 
releasing Internet Information 
Server for free. Then Netscape 
responded with an amazing 
server product of its own. 

Which is better? Who will win? 
Why? You won’t want to miss 
this hot topic on 
PC Computing’s 
Web site. 


and shareware programs and 
utilities for Windows 95, 


That’s Entertainment 


including Nico Mak Computing’s 
WinZip 6.1. Gamers will want to 
check out id Software’s Doom II 
for Windows 95. 


Sit back. Relax. We mapped lots 
of Hollywood entertainment sites. 
Sample an opera, download the 
latest cut from the Smashing f? 
Pum^ins, or drop a note to the 


Shhhh! Top Secret 


cast of Seinfeld. 


Can’t wait for the June issue 
of PC Computing? Surf to 


www.pccomputing.com today to 
find special sneak previews of 
Microsoft’s Windows NT 4.0, the 
first crop of cable modems, and 
other new products. But whatever 
you do, don’t tell anyone. 




Win a Free 
Hard Drive! 


Notebook 


You can never be too rich, too thin, or have 



too much hard disk space. That’s why we’re 


your desk or a wayward cup of . 
coffee? Don’t buy another 
portable until you read our 
“Fourth Annual Notebook Torture 
Test” on page 110 of this issue. 
Then join our Labs staff for 
Notebook Hell, a behind-the- 
scenes look at how we tested 


giving away ten—count ’em—ten 


brand-new Bigfoot 1.2GB hard drives 


courtesy of Quantum. Just fill out an 


entry form online to win. 


each portable. Pius, share your 
own notebook horror stories. 

WHERE CAN YOU FIND PC COMPUTING ONLINE’ 

Visit the PC Computing home page on the Web by pointing! 

to www.pccomputing.com.You can also find us on CompuSs 
(GO ZNT:PCC) and on Microsoft Network (GO pccomputii^s).: 
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TURN YOUR 
SCANNER INTO A 
WORLD-CLASS 
TYPIST. 




Tired of retyping faxes, 
reports, articles, even letters 
into your computer? With 
OmniPage® Pro 6.0 and your 
scanner, you can accurately 
enter thousands of words per 



minute with the simple push 
of a button. 

OmniPage Pro 6.0’s indus 


Recognition (OCR) software 
converts your scanned pages to 
editable text and graphics in 
seconds for popular applications 
like Word, WordPerfect, Page¬ 
Maker, Excel and many others. 
So you get to spend a lot more 
of your time producing instead 
of manually typing. 

And OmniPage Pro 6.0’s 
blazing speed is only outdone 
by its superior accuracy. It 
recognizes all fonts at virtually 


any size. It 
flags down 
suspicious 

words, then corrects them 
for you. It accurately interprets 
hard-to-read faxes and copies 
using grayscale information. 
And it even reads unique char¬ 
acters and special symbols. 

"OmniPage's automatic 
OCR is goof proof." 

InfoWorid 3/6/95 

Without doubt OmniPage 
Pro 6.0 is the smartest OCR 
software package you can buy. 
So order yourself a copy today. 


Upgrade from OmniPage Limited 
Edition, OmniPage Lite.WordScan 
or other versions of OmniPage 
(including those bundled in your 
scanner) and get the best OCR! 

• 65% more accurate 

• 35% faster 


• Text & graphics that 
retain original layout 
with True Page® 

• 24-bit color image 


• Runs on Windows 95 

Call Ext 40 today! 

ca@ 


















We offer unsurpassed digital image quality. 
(And by the looks of it, quantity too.) 





Kodak didn’t start 
out with this many 
digital cameras. We 
started out with one. 

The first megapixel 
digital camera ever 
built, in 1986. 

Since then, hi,,.,! 

of 5 images in 2.25 seconds. The 

, , perfect NIKON camera partner. 

we ve made cameras 

for NASA, for professional photographers, 
for medical professionals, desktop 
publishers, and business people. And as 
we’ve created cameras to meet different needs, our digital 
camera family has grown. captures and pro- 

While Kodak Digital Science ™ cameras vary from tects images like no it appears, the dgm> takes honors as easily as u takes pictures, 

high-end to point-and-shoot, what they share are the very other single-shot digital camera, resulting in unsur- 

things that make them Kodak cameras. A commitment passed picture quality that you can only get from Kodak, 

to preserve image quality through every stage of the To find out about our full line of Kodak Digital Science 

digital process. And the technology to make it so. cameras, call 1-800-322-2177 ext 602 in the U.S., 1-800465-6325 

Technology including a sensor designed (jc ^36100 in Canada. Or visit us on the World 

for computer images, not video output, that digital science " Wide Web at http://www.kodak.com/ 


captures fine detail. 
A color filter array 
pattern that holds 
images true to form 
while minimizing 
pixellation. 

The DC40 camera offers ;i choice of A patent-pending 

snapshot and high-resolution pictures, 

38 o,ooo pixel images. 24 .i,it color, compression algorithm, 

If'. tifrordaWejigit.il camera. that prevents data loss 
during storage. And of course, Kodak’s color expertise, 
responsible for our rich, true, saturated palette. 
Together, 
this technology 


Take 


Pictures. Further. 


©Eastman Kodak Company, 1996, Kodak, Digital Science and the ds monogram symbol a 
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|U|oi| BY PHONE > FAX, NET & POST: 

■ W Id 11 The Great Equalizer • Clueless in Cyberspace 

NO VIDEO ON THE NET 

Keep Online Equality 

P aul Somerson’s comments on Internet equality in his 
March column (“Equal Time,” page 57) hit home for me. 
When I log on to a chat room, the people there are 
equal, although they may differ in many ways. Some confide 
they are overwhelmingly shy, and are treated as geeks by their 
peers. When Somerson mentioned video online, I cringed. 
Please, let the Internet be an equalizer for just a little bit longer. 

Mary Kuntz 
via America Online 


You Spent 
$1400 For 
A New PC 
And $800 
On A 17-Inch 
Monitor. 


PCC Psychics 

I would like to thank all of the editors and 
writers at PC Computing for being my 
personal psychics. I was looking to buy a 
memory-manager program, and then, in 
your January issue was the review “An 
End to Out-of-Memory Errors” (page 
112). A few weeks later, I was wondering 
about the difference between Borland’s 
Delphi 2.0 and Microsoft’s Visual Basic 
4.0, when the article “Build Better 32-Bit 
Apps” appeared in your March issue 
(page 115). Maybe you should consider 
setting up a psychic hot line! 

Ben Dolman 
McArthur, California 

Sold on the Web 

I Although I usually find John C. Dvo¬ 

rak’s columns enlightening, he must have 
had a bad day when he wrote “Web, 
Schmeb” (March, page 61). His assess¬ 
ment of the World Wide Web’s useful¬ 
ness was harsh, to say the least. I find the 
Web a helpful tool, both at my job and at 
home. The Web provides a wonderful 
world of communication, advertising, 
knowledge, and yes, junk. However, 
valuable information is still available for 
those who search it out. I truly believe 
that the Web will be a part of everyday 
life in the future. Dvorak, too, will 
inevitably fall victim to its lure. 

Bill Horton 
via the Internet 


No Free Lunch 

I think that John C. Dvorak’s comments 
about the World Wide Web in his March 
column (“Web, Schmeb,” page 61) are 
right on. With any new technology, there’s 
a lot of fluff and rubbish before things set¬ 
tle into equilibrium. However, I maintain 
that the one problem with the Internet, and 
the Web in particular, is the lack of a pay¬ 
ment structure. There’s no economy 
involved, and thus no realistic relationship 
of supply and demand on the Web. Even¬ 
tually Web financing may follow the 
advertising model. But in the end, some¬ 
body has to pay. There’s no free lunch, not 
even at the Java coffeehouse. 

Victor Escobar 
via the Internet 


Clueless II 

In “Web, Schmeb” (March, page 61) John 
C. Dvorak complains that he can’t find 
drivers for his Toshiba CD-ROM on the 
World Wide Web. This is a perfect exam¬ 
ple of what Paul Somerson states in his 
March column (“Equal Time,” page 57). 
Somerson writes, “When it comes to the 
Internet, most big companies are clue¬ 
less.” You should add Dvorak’s name to 
the clueless list. While I’m not surprised 
about Toshiba, I must say that I’m 
amazed by Dvorak’s lack of vision and 
knowledge when it comes to the Web. 

Mike Behrenbrinker 
via the Internet 
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Don't Let Workloads Pile Up 
Waiting on Your 




High-Speed Page Printers for 
"Mission Critical" Printing 



• 30 and 40 Pages Per Minute 

• 300,000 Pages Per Month Capability 

• HP® LaserJet® Compatibility 

Optional PhoenixPage™ PostScript® 

• High-Volume Paper Handling Options 

• Straight Path for Heavy Forms & Labels 

• Low Cost-Per-Page for High-Volume Jobs 



:e Printers for Over 25 Years 

^ m yy • 


1-800-843-1347ext. 544 
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IV Id 11 Flame Bait • Net Privacy • The Check’s in the E-mail 


Fanning the Flames? 

John C. Dvorak’s March column (“Web, 
Schmeb,” page 61) must be flame bait. His 
complaints about the slowness of the Web 
are just plain silly. I agree the Web is 
crowded. Here in the East we can tell 
when people in the West get into the office 
and log on to the Internet—the Web gets 
very slow. Still, the Web is a great tech¬ 
nology for spreading information. Why 
does Dvorak care if some people get a lit¬ 
tle carried away? In time, it’ll all settle 
down, and the 95 percent of Web sites that 
are worthless will decrease in number. 

Mark Wilkins 
via CompuServe 

Always in Style: Privacy 

I disagree with your statements on privacy 
in your March “Radar” (Pulse, page 49). 
You say, “With the impending telecom¬ 
munications bill and new FBI wiretap 
laws, watch what you say and post on the 
Internet—you can bet everyone else will.” 
Just stating that privacy is out because of 
this law is like saying we should leave our 
doors open so the Feds can bust us 
because we disagree with the president. 
We should not analyze whether privacy is 
“in” or “out.” Instead, we need to find 
ways around the telecommunications law 
to keep enjoying the Internet. 

Christopher R. Key 
via the Internet 

Chasing Numeric Tails 

I want to second Ed Bott’s advice to not 
change the numeric tails in Windows 95 
filenames (“Windows 95 Undocumented 
Secrets,” March, page 127). I changed my 
Registry setting to disable the ~1 tail. 
Everything was fine until I made a backup 
tape. To make the tape, my backup pro¬ 
gram converted long filenames to 8-dot-3 
length, then restored them after complet¬ 
ing the tape. However, when my backup 
program restored the filenames, it changed 
the tails on all the directories that were 
installed before I edited my Registry. After 
several Windows protection faults, failed 
safe-boots, and a bit of cursing, I finally 
figured out what happened and corrected 
the problem. Trust me: Getting rid of 
numeric tails isn’t worth the grief. 

Ed Acheson 
via America Online 


The Net: Don’t Bank on It 

I read Adam Meyerson’s March column 
(“Net Cash,” page 32) with great interest. 
In theory online banking sounds rosy. But 
in my experience it doesn’t work all that 
well. Problems go unresolved. Phone calls 
aren’t returned from banks involved or 
from Intuit. Checks that are supposed to 
go out on time don’t. This is simply unsat¬ 
isfactory in this day and age of costly late 
charges. The concept of online banking is 
great, but the providers have to actually 
provide, not just promise. This is not an 
election of politicians! 

Sam Hurwitz 
via Prodigy 

ONLINE BANKING AND BILL PAYING 

constitute a great paradigm shift in 
personal finances, and growing pains 
are inevitable. Intuit Services 
Corporation (ISC), which provides 
services to institutions that have 
adopted online banking, admits it 
underestimated initial demand for 
online-banking services and is 
actively working on bringing its 
support services under control. 
Despite these kinks, the rewards of 
online banking and bill paying are 
too important to ignore. 

HTML off the Menu? 

In your March review of Netscape’s Nav¬ 
igator 2.0 Gold and InContext’s Spider 
1.1 (“Personal Web Publishers,” page 
110), you refer to Navigator’s two addi¬ 
tional menu items that provide HTML- 
editing abilities. This was true of the Gold 
beta release, but not of the final release 
that I installed the other day. I didn’t see 
any explanations for this omission in 
Navigator, so I just assumed it was 
removed because of instability. Now that 
I read it in your review, I’m not so sure. 
Am I missing something? 

Bob Junke 
via the Internet 

AS THIS ISSUE WENT TO PRESS, 

there was still no final release of 
Navigator 2.0 Gold. You may have 
the final release of Navigator 2.0, 
which doesn’t have HTML-editing 
abilities. Navigator 2.0 Gold is a 
separate product that adds HTML 
editing to Navigator 2.0. 


Your Scanner 

Cost 

$2000 

And Your 

Printer 

Was $700. 
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To say that ViewSonic's 
new PT810 SonicTrori" 21" 
(19.5" viewable) monitor has 

XifihX 

hardly * \ 

does it JT 

justice- ¥^.4*** 

Actually, it’s t V 
better than great. Even the 
most particular CAD/CAM/ 

• CAE users and desktop 
publishers are staring in 
wide-eyed amazement. 


Our engineers went back to 
the drawing boards to create 
a monitor that delivers high 
contrast images with clarity 
and chromatic color far 
more intense than anything 
close to its price range. 

“ It’S as easy to adjust 

as it is to look at. ” 


OnView ™ screen controls 
let you easily make 
adjustments right on the 
screen, no guesswork. 

If you’ve got a question, 
just call and one of our 
engineers will answer it. 

Other SonicTron pluses 
include IPCug & (Ptay +• * 
for automatic configuration 
of the graphics controller 
and both PC and MAC 
compatibility. 

Call (800) 888-8583for a 
dealer where you can see for 
yourself. It’ll blow your mind. 



ViewSonic 8 
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IVIdll Ten-speed Payoff • International Web 


Next Window for Netscape 

I’m confused. In your review of Netscape’s 
Navigator 2.0 Gold (“Personal Web Pub¬ 
lishers,” March, page 110) you list Win¬ 
dows 3.1 or later as a system requirement. 
But Netscape’s Web site says that Naviga¬ 
tor 2.0 Gold is available only in a 32-bit 
version for Windows 95. What gives? Will 
it still run tinder 16-bit Windows 3.1 ? 

Donald J. Brohm 
via the Internet 

YOU’RE RIGHT. At this time Navigator 
2.0 Gold will not run under Windows 
3.1. Netscape says that eventually 
there will be a Windows 3.1 version, 
but it will appear after Macintosh 
and Unix versions, and long after 
Windows 95 and Windows NT 
versions. We apologize for the 
misleading information. 

Where in the World Is the Web? 

Great review of online services in your 
February issue (“Online Superguide,” 
page 115). My only comment is that 
some people are not located in the 48 
contiguous states. Some people aren’t 
even in the Western Hemisphere. Which 
service really handles the first two w’s of 
World Wide Web? I live in Germany and 
use both CompuServe and Microsoft 
Network. In my situation, would Amer¬ 
ica Online be the best? Or is it just the 
best in the United States? 

Frank W. Leslie 
via CompuServe 

THAT DEPENDS. Our story focused on 
the features and usability of each 
major online service. If you can’t dial 
in with a local call, a regional 
Internet service provider such as 
Europe's Video OnLine may suit your 
needs. But for reliable online service 
on any continent, CompuServe is 
still the best choice—although 
a pricey one. 

Ten-speed CDs 

In your February Pulse section, I read a 
remark about ten-speed CD-ROM drives, 
and how we won’t see many CDs take 
advantage of that speed (“PCC’s Crystal 
Ball,” page 46). Doesn’t the speed of a 
drive affect its performance? The faster the 


speed, the quicker the drive will read data, 
regardless of the recording speed and den¬ 
sity. Are you saying that CDs of the near 
future won’t be recorded at a faster speed? 
What “full advantage” could a CD take? 

Robert F. McClure 
Byron, New Y ork 

RECORDING SPEED doesn’t 
matter with straight data; but with 
flashy content like video, it makes a 
difference. If we all bought 
ten-speed drives tomorrow, CDs 
would be mastered at that speed to 
provide higher-quality video and 
more complex content. But since 
most drives today don’t approach 
that speed, manufacturers make 
CDs for the lowest common 
denominator. 

ISDN Window Pains 

What were you were thinking in your 
February review, when you tested 
3Com’s Impact ISDN modem and U.S. 
Robotics’ Courier I-Modem on Windows 
95? (“Double-Duty Digital Modems,” 
page 78.) Anyone using an ISDN modem 
certainly would want to use it under a fast, 
Internet-ready operating system like 
Unix. It’s my experience that Windows 
products seriously degrade the speed of 
14.4Kbps and 28.8Kbps modems. I cer¬ 
tainly can’t imagine how much band¬ 
width you would lose when running 
64Kbps modems under Windows 95. 

Joshua Gilbert 
via the Internet 

WE FOUND no noticeable 
performance hit when we tested 
digital modems with Windows 95. 
However, we don’t recommend using 
ISDN with Windows 3.1, which will 
handicap performance. And while 
digital modems run faster under 
Unix, it means sacrificing usability 
for speed. 

Apple of the 1-Way 

My wife and I like to shop at places that 
offer different, gourmet, or hard-to-find 
foods. We found an online-shopping site 
that we’d like to share. It’s called Apples-n- 
Such, and it sells some of the best dried 
fruits we’ve eaten. Plus, the service is quick. 
I’m partial to the Red Delicious apples it 


You Even 
Paid $200 
To Connect 
To The 
Internet. 
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offers. And if you’re an apple lover, you 
would be, too. The site is located at 
www.kokodir.com/Apples.html. 

Jerry French 
via America Online 

Bad Form for Filing 

You mentioned in your March issue that 
you can download tax forms from the Inter¬ 
nal Revenue Service’s Web site (“Net 
Cash,” page 32). This is true, but not all of 
them can be used for filing purposes, such as 


the 1099 form you mentioned. The 1099 and 
other forms are machine-readable, so copies 
printed from a PC are for information pur¬ 
poses only. We all know by now that noth¬ 
ing from the IRS is that easy! 

Brad Biondo 
via CompuServe 

Spend for Modem Speed 

Many people blame their phone company 
for slow connection speeds, but the prob¬ 
lem may very well be that they bought a 


cheap modem. I researched modems 
before buying one, and I’m satisfied with 
my modem’s performance. I routinely 
connect to Microsoft Network at 
24Kbps, and nearly half the time I con¬ 
nect at 26Kbps. On the other hand, when 
I connect to a friend who lives down the 
street and has a cheaper modem, I’m 
lucky to connect at 24Kbps. My advice: 
Spend the extra money to get a quality 
modem. It will quickly pay for itself in 
the time you save online. 

Ron Frazier 
via Microsoft Network 

Out of Luck with AOL 

While you’re correct in your response to 
Nathaniel Rabbin’s letter about America 
Online’s multitasking interface (“AOL 
for MVP?” February, page 43), I ques¬ 
tion whether America Online has rich 
content. I use CompuServe now, but in 
the last year and a half I signed up for 
America Online three times. I agree that 
for an average user interested in e-mail, 
America Online works fine. However, if 
you’re a technical person and need some 
real content, like new drivers or a patch 
to a program, you’re out of luck with 
America Online. I gave it several 
chances, and it flunked every time. 

Frank Pucci 
via CompuServe 

For the Record 

In our January review “Picture-perfect 
Telecommunications” (page 90), we gave 
an incorrect frame rate for Connectix’s 
VideoPhone. The correct frame rate 
ranges from 2 to 20 fps, depending on 
whether it’s transmitting via a LAN, or 
via an analog or ISDN modem. 

In our March feature “Windows 95 
Undocumented Secrets” (page 130), the 
Web address to download the Tweak UI 
applet should have been listed as 
www.microsoft.com/windows/ 
download/powertoy.exe. 


Can Microsoft conquer the Internet? 
Send your thoughts about this and other 
subjects to Mail, PC Computing, 950 
Tower Lane, 19th Floor, Foster City, CA 
94404; fax: (415) 578-7059; Internet: 
72241.1724@compuserve.com; 
or CompuServe: 72241,1724. Letters are 
subject to editing for length and clarity. 


Get the best when you’re 
preparing for the worst 


Protect 



http://www.apcc.com 
apcinfo @ apcc.com 

800-800-4APC 
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So Why Would 
You Trust 
All That 
Expensive 
Technology 
To The 
Mouse Pad 
You Got 
For Free? 



The 

3M™ Precise 

Mousing 

Surface. 

Until now, you had no choice. 
But 3M just invented the first 
tracking surface with technology 
built in. Technology that actually 
improves the performance of 
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The unique microstructure, 
with its microscopic peaks and 
valleys, gives you tracking control 
like you’ve never 
felt before. ^^ . ./A 

more exact cursor 
placement, more 
efficient hand movement. 

To call it WYPIWYG (Where 
You Point Is Where You Go) is 
something of an understatement. 
The microstructure keeps your 
mouse ball cleaner as it rolls by. 
Improving performance even 
more. In addition, our low-profile 
mousing surface integrates 
smoothly with your work surface. 

/> 
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And stays out of the way when 
you’re doing other things. 

Call 1-800-3M HELPS for 
more information, or visit your 
computer store. 

And start getting 
more from your 
mouse. 



3M Innovation 

Circle 102 on reader service card. 







“Depending on model. TravelMate and "Start Doing Extraordinary Things" are trademarks of Texas Instruments. Pentium and the Intel Inside logo are registered trademarks of Intel Corp. Microsoft, Wmdows and 








Plenty Of Quotes. 


“The true standout is 
Texas Instruments’TravelMate 5000...” 

PC Magazine, August 1995 


"The TI TravelMate 5000 
will shatter any notion you may 
have about notebooks being 
too underpowered to compete...” 

PC Magazine, August 1995 


"...all the way around, the 
TravelMate 5000 makes a top-notch 
desktop replacement." 

PC Computing, August 1995 


START 

DOING 


THINGS 


The performance of the TravelMate™ 
5000 family has got people talking. 
And no wonder. Take our new, 133MHz 
TravelMate 5300. It comes 
with the maximized Pentium 
technology that is only 
possible from full PCI bus 
architecture. Its battery life is amazing, 
even handling the tough jobs like multi¬ 
tasking. The hard drive is an awesome 
1.2GB. The video RAM is a full 2MB for 
enhanced performance, instead of just 
1MB l ik e most competitors’. 

And all TravelMate 5000 Series note¬ 
books come with lithium ion batteries, 
powerful Pentium processors and PCI 
engineering for maximized productivity. 
Call us for a quote. 1-800-TI-TEXAS. And 
start doing extraordinary things. Internet: 
http://www.ti.com E-mail: 2ti@msg.ti.com 


* 


Texas 


Instruments 

Circle 165 on render service card. 
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Cable Modems 



Virus Outbreak 

8,000 



’92 '93 '94 '95 

SOURCE: S&S SOFTWARE 


Bugs in Full Bloom: The 

total number of computer 
viruses increased by 
23 percent last year, 
thanks to new macro 
viruses that spread 
through text documents. 


Hybrid Software 



On Disc and Online: 

Hybrid-software popularity 
is expected to skyrocket- 
it offers the best of both 
worlds, merging CD-ROM 
and Internet resources 
into one package. 


Handheld-PC Sales 



'95 '97 '99 


More Than a Handful: 

Sales of smart phones, 
PDAs, and other handheld 
communication devices 
will increase steadily in 
the next four years. 


MODEM BREAKTHROUGH 


Bandwidth Busters 


Streaming video, real-time 
audio, and live animations are 
quickly becoming the rule 
rather than the exception on 
many Web pages. The down¬ 
side to all this razzle-dazzle? It 
leaves most of us drumming 
our fingers waiting for the data 
to slowly drip through a 
28.8Kbps modem. 

Fortunately, there’s relief 
on the horizon. Connected 
with the cable-television line 
already installed in your 
house, cable modems will pro¬ 
vide lightning-fast Net surfing 
speeds—more than 100 times 
faster than a 28.8Kbps modem, 
with data throughput speeds 
of up to 27Mbps. The result? 
Fully interactive real-time 
video and sound—and no 
more waiting around. 

Best of all, cable is cheap. 
Although cable modems will 
initially be available for lease 
only through your cable opera¬ 
tor, retail prices for cable 
modems are expected to start at 
around $300 once standards 
have been set. Watch for the 
first standard cable modems by 
the end of the year. 



Upgrading from your cur¬ 
rent modem to a cable modem 
is like trading in your roller 
skates for a rocket ship. So 
why not sign up today? There 
are a couple of big hurdles to 
clear. More than 90 percent of 
the cable lines in the United 
States are set up to receive 
only—you can’t send infor¬ 
mation via cable. Therefore, 
the cable network must be 
upgraded to accommo¬ 
date two-way connec¬ 
tions—a task most 
cable companies say 
they’ll complete by 
the end of the year. 

But regardless of 
how long it takes to 
upgrade the net¬ 
work, interim cable 
solutions are already 
available. General 
Instruments’ Surf¬ 
board cable modem, 
for example, lets 
you download data 
at cable speeds, and 
send information 
through a regular 
analog phone line or 
28.8Kbps modem— 


Hooked on Cable: Using cable TV 
lines to link to the Internet, cable 
modems are more than 100 times 
faster than 28.8Kbps modems. 


Best Bets and Bargains 


UPDATES 


UNDER BUDGET 

Starting at just 
$2,799, Sharp’s new 
PC-3080 Pentium 
notebook packs in 
high-end options for 
a low-end price. 
Contact Sharp at 
(800) 237-4277. 


PERSONAL TOUCH 

Xerox's DocuPrint 
4508 black-and- 
white laser printer 
sports an 8-ppm 
engine and 600-dpi 
output for just $695. 
Contact Xerox at 
(800) 349-3769. 

Reader Service No. 602 


COMPLETE NET KIT 

Get everything you need 
to surf the Internet— 
a V.34 modem, two 
books, and dozens of 
special offers—with 
Logicode’s $169 Net 
Kit. Contact Logicode 
at (800) 735-6442. 

Reader Service No. 603 


MULTIMEDIA MASTER 

The RasterMedia PCI 
card ($399) offers a 
complete multimedia 
fix with its MPEG 
video and wavetable 
sound. Contact 
ConnectWare at 
(800) 357-0852. 

Reader Service No. 604 
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the Perfect Ultraportable 


perfect for surfing the Web. 
Hewlett-Packard, Intel, and 
Apple are also developing 
cable modems. 

Another big hurdle for 
cable modems is the lack of an 
industry-wide cable standard. 
Expect a bumpy ride for a 
while as competing companies 
battle for cable standards for 
the Internet. But even with 
standards, not every server on 
the Internet is likely to jump 
on the bandwagon right away. 
Given the cost of upgrading a 
server, many companies won’t 
make the leap to cable for 
quite some time, opting 
instead to live with their cur¬ 
rent, slower connections. 

In the meantime, most 
manufacturers are selling their 
cable modems only to cable 
providers, which in turn lease 
them to subscribers. Comcast, 
the third-largest cable com¬ 
pany in the United States, 
recently announced a plan to 
lease cable modems to cus¬ 
tomers and give them unlim¬ 
ited Internet access for about 
$25 a month. 

Some analysts speculate that 
when that happens, users will 
be bombarded with commer¬ 
cials, complements of the cable 
company, when they first sign 
on. Others expect cable com¬ 
panies to provide only limited 
Internet connections—letting 
users access just the cable com¬ 
pany’s preferred clients, such as 
CNN and NBC. 

Is cable the way to go? Its 
future is bright: It’s faster than 
ISDN, the network is already 
in place, and it will be fairly 
inexpensive. The only remain¬ 
ing obstacle is availability. 
Depending on where you live, 
the cable-modem rollout is 
likely to be a slow process. JL 


Sharper Pocket PDA 

The new and improved Zaurus ZR-5800FX 
PDA, due from Sharp Electronics by 
midyear, offers a bundle of communication 
muscle. In addition to 2MB of memory, you 
get a built-in spreadsheet, CompuServe 
Companion mail retrieval, a 28.8Kbps fax 
modem, and Motorola’s cellular paging 
support. The price hasn’t been set, but look 
for something in the $700 range, rs 


Tackle that paper pile by scanning it 
into your PC. Here are the least 
expensive black-and-white document 
scanners we could find as of March 1. 
Product_Price 

Mustek TwainScan $92 

First Source 
(800)838-9866 

Microtek PageWiz $196 

Computer Discount Warehouse 
(800) 886-4239 


Primax PaperEase 

Computer Marketplace 
(800)950-2671 

$197 

Visioneer PaperPort 2.0 

PC Compleat 
(800) 669-4727 

$275 

Umax Page Office 

Insight Direct 
(800)377-3000 

$299 


Readers Service Numbers: First 
Source, 6o6; Computer Discount 
Warehouse, 607; Computer 
Marketplace, 608; PC Compleat, 609; 
Insight Direct 610. 


RADAR: HTML Piracy, 200MB Web Browsers 

What’s on the scope? If a blip is near or moving toward the middle of the 
radar screen, check it out. If it’s moving off the screen, steer clear for now. 

^ Closing In 

Q On Its Way Out 


Browser Bloat: With all the 
Nrt‘ , ' - 'Y° fi p in1, hei r 
and gigantic cache filesTBif*. 
needtosurftheWebins 
prepare to buy another hard 
drive just for the privilegi 


The Internet: Just kidding. 
In less than Wo years, the 
Internet had become the 
killer pUrfform. How did we 
ever linage without it? 


Free Software: Microsoft’s Web 
Server, Netscape’sNavigator— 
the list goes on anion. Why 
wear out your crediicard at 
Egghead when you ran 
download software fokfree? 


. on their way, as well as 
\ingenious new compression 
Ntohniques, the days of 
twltkl|ing your thumbs every 
timey&Nqad a Web page 


Deja Web: Haven’t we seen 
.this Web page sdfnewhere 
before? When stealing HTML 
is ps easy as Save As, you bet 
we have. The PC term is 
backward engineering. 


-atfsex.drugs.rock’n’roll: 

It’s official—the V 

Telecommunications Bill 
law, and the Web policeareon 
patrol. Think twice befdfe 
using choice exDjgkves on the 
Net—it couJfkfSst you a cool 
ouarteMfamillion in cash. 









MINUTE'-‘MA* 


The first desktop u 


Finally, there's a UPS that belongs on TOP of 
your desk and not by your feet. 

MINUTEMAN's new Pro Series packs o host 
of new features ond unprecedented power 
protection in a tiny, ergonomic package, plus an 
unmatched three year-warranty. 

Good looks moy go a long way for some 
desktop products, but the Pro Series hos so 
much more to offer PCs, servers, networks, and 
even telecommunications equipment: 


• Full protection from spikes and surges 

• Battery backup during blackouts 

• FAX/modem/data line protection 

• Available with power management 
software (280 VA and above) 

• Hot-swappable batteries 

• Automatic battery management 

• Intelligent microprocessor 

• SNMP-ready (280 VA and above) 

• Models range from 200 VA to 1400 VA 


Minuteman is the first company to offer you 
a smart UPS with automatic voltage regulation 
for under $100. 

Call us to find out more about MINUTEMAN's 
New Pro Series, and see why we say its the first 
UPS to reach the desktop. 



UNNIERHUPIBLE PGAMER SUPPLES 


800-238-7272 


www.minuteman-ups.com 

MINUTEMAN UPS • 1455 LeMay Drive • Carrollton, TX 75007 • Phone: (214) 446-7363 • Fax: (214) 446-9011 • 24 Hour Info by Fax (800) 263-3933 
Circle 280 on reader service card. 









Easy Web-Authoring Tools, First-Round Internet Appliances 



HotOfftheWeb 

Hot new Internet products are arriving by 
the truckload, with more on the way. 
Here’s a sneak peek at some promising new 
Internet products due in coming months. 

Backstage Create and maintain Web 
pages with iband’s Backstage. Along with 
a nifty HTML editor, it includes a data¬ 
base query tool and a bulletin-board appli¬ 
cation. With Backstage, you just drag and 
drop these tools onto your page. 

HahtSite Haht Software’s HahtSite is 
ideal for developing and maintaining com¬ 
plex Web sites that connect to large SQL 
databases. HahtSite includes its own script¬ 
ing language and graphical page editor. 
While it’s aimed at first-time Web publish¬ 
ers, its programmability and support for 
large databases make it an attractive choice 
for experienced developers as well. 

Webster ViewCall America’s Webster 
is about the size and shape of a VCR. It 
plugs into your TV, connects to the Web 
over standard phone lines, and has extra 
ports for expansion devices such as a key¬ 
board (which isn’t included). Webster will 
be available in the coming months and 
should cost less than $300. 

TransPhone Taking a different Web- 
appliance approach, TransPhone is a com¬ 
bination telephone, Internet terminal, and 
credit-card reader. The TransPhone looks 
like a fax machine, but the keypad flips 
back to reveal a small grayscale LCD and a 
keyboard. TransPhone also provides Inter¬ 
net access via its own Citrix servers. DT 

Backstage / iband / price not available / 

(408) 374-4086 / Reader Service No. 6n 
HahtSite / Haht Software / $695 est. street price / 

(800) 996-3222/ Reader Service No. 612 
Webster / ViewCall America / price not available / 
(770) 729-2929 / Reader Service No. 613 
TransPhone /TransPhone / price not available / 

(800) 872-0809 / Reader Service No. 614 
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Add Texture to Your Web Site 

FutureTense’s Texture may be the most innovative publishing tool 
for the Web. Moving away from FTTML, the new Java-based 
authoring tool gives content publishers complete control over page 
layouts with its proprietary layout and markup language, which 
incorporates Bitstream’s 
TrueDoc technology to 
embed fonts and graphics in 
documents. Texture also 
automatically updates content 
at scheduled intervals. And, 
unlike Adobe’s popular 
Acrobat technology, Texture 
doesn’t require separate 
plug-ins. If you have a 
Java-enabled browser, 
you’ll be publishing on the 
Web in no time. 

Texture / FutureTense / $495 est. street price / 

(508) 371 -3445 / Reader Service No. 613 



Do you want the 
background on this? 


Introducing IBM infoSage. The online service 
that recognizes no two people think alike. 

Based on the personal profile you fill out, IBM infoSage 
delivers the news and the stories behind the news — 
right to your desktop. For a 30-day trial,* visit 
r | http://www.infosage.ibm.com or 

i g1gnup I call us at 1 800 210-5857. We’ll 
give you all the details. 

Solutions for a small planet" = == z^FE 

* Please request order #F18 
© 1996 IBM Corp. 

Circle 226 on reader service card. 



























“The Best Way to Bring 
Pictures Into Your PC” 


Play’s Snappy lets you grab sensational PC stills 
from any camcorder, VCR or TV. It’s easy! Just 
plug Snappy into the printer port on the back of 
your desktop or laptop PC. Then connect any 
video source to Snappy with the included cable. 
Watch your PC screen and when you see the 
picture you want, click Snap. It's really that 
simple. For the first time ever, ANY scene your 
camcorder can see, ANY tape in your VCR or ANY 
show on TV can be a perfect still on your PC. 

With the press of a single button, Snappy 
captures breathtaking images in 16.8 
million vibrant colors at record- 
breaking resolutions up to 1500 x 
1125. It’s perfect for thousands 
of uses from desktop publishing, 
presentations, databases, faxing 
and Internet pictures, all the way 
to PC photo albums, school 
reports or just morphing your 
friends into celebrities grabbed 
from TV. Snappy is already the 
USA’s best-selling PC video add¬ 
on. Hundreds-of-thousands of PC 
users are surprising their families, 
amazing their friends and impressing 
their clients with awesome stills 
grabbed right from 


powerful 


award-winning soft* 

Buy a Snappy and you’ll also get Fauve Matisse SE 
for paint, retouching and titling and Gryphon 
Morph for morphing, warping, and special effects. 


SNAPPY Brings Stunning Pictures 
From Video Into Your PC 


Circle 194 on reader service card. 
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Future Phones 

Video teleconferencing is an iffy busi¬ 
ness. Screaming into your QuickCam 
and squinting at the grainy postage- 
stamp-size video of your conversation 
partner isn’t the most effective way to 
communicate. And configuring your 
system for video teleconferencing is no 
walk in the park either. 

By taking the PC out of the equation, 
British Telecom’s Portrait 9000 delivers 
i telephone, 
d LCD in one 
unit. Think of it as an ISDN video phone 
on steroids. Just hook it up to your 
ISDN line and you’re ready to go—no 
fussing with ISDN configurations or 
confusing drivers. But the price tag may 
make you see red: Expect to pay around 
$4,000 for each phone. 

The Portrait 90C 
video teleconferencij 
itor. It also stores u 
numbers for automatic dialing, keeps a 
missed-calls log, and allows hands-free 
operation. A special add-on lets you 
videotape your conversations with a 
VCR. Finally, with the Portrait 9000’s 
included data port, you can automatically 
link to your PC and download files. 

The hefty price tag aside, frequent 
business travelers will likely save money 
with the Portrait 9000, assuming the peo¬ 
ple they need to call also have a Portrait 
phone. In Europe, where ISDN is much 
cheaper and more widely used, that sce¬ 
nario is far more likely. For remote 
offices that need to communicate fre¬ 
quently, the Portrait 9000 is a good solu¬ 
tion. And because ISDN phones are 
entirely digital, the voice and video qual¬ 
ity are superb. JL 


K this story affects your 
business, keep reading. 


Introducing IBM infoSage. The online service 
that recognizes no two people think alike. 
Based on the personal profile you fill out, IBM infoSage 
will search over 2,200 sources to bring you the informa¬ 
tion you need - and nothing but. For a 30-day trial,* 

_ _ visit http://www.infosage.ibm.com 

l §jqnUP J or call us at 1800 210-5857. Now that 
should appeal to everyone. 


——IBM. 


i’SEffiSS** 


If this story doesn’t affect 
your business, keep reading. 


Introducing IBM infoSage. The online service 
that recognizes no two people think alike. 
Based on the personal profile you fill out, IBM infoSage 
will search over 2,200 sources to bring you the informa¬ 
tion you need—and nothing but. For a 30-day trial,* 

I I visit http://www.infosage.ibm.com 

- gnup J or call us at 1 800 210-5857. Now that 
should appeal to everyone. 


Solutions for a small planet" = = - =i - 

sssr"" 
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Publishing Revolution, Shockwave Meets FreeHand 


Weave Video into the Web 

Adobe’s Premiere 4.2 for Windows video-editing software gets a 
major speed boost by going 32-bit. Premiere is twice as fast as 
the previous version. It also cranks out video clips that include 
8kHz audio and use as little as 4K of disk space-ideal for 
embedding video into Web pages. In addition to helpful editing 
features such as new filters and a frame-cropping tool, the 
program comes with VDOnet’s VDOLive Personal Server, jl 

Premiere 4.2 for Windows / Adobe Systems / $795 list, $49 upgrade / [800) 642-3623 / Reader Service No. 6ij 


| 

! 



9961 Valley View Road 
Eden Prairie, MN, USA 55344 
Phone: (612) 947-0856 
Fax: (612) 947-0859 


Fieldworks Field Workstations" have 
been put to the challenge by the World's most 
grueling and demanding work environments; 
from ice core testing in the sub-zero climates 
of Antarctica to testing nuclear reactor power 
plants world-wide to aiding corporate America’s 
large field sales and field service fleets. Our 
attention to detail, MIL-SPEC rugged design 
and usability makes the FieldWorks computer 
line the logical choice in mission critical 
applications as well as your own specialized 
application. FieldWorks has met the challenge 
of today’s most severe working environments. 
133 MHz Pentium... mbss 


ISA/PCI Slots... 
CD-ROM... PCMCIA.. 
Call today for an 
information kit | 

on the complete fl 
FieldWorks " 

Rugged product line. 


Sales: 1-800-588-9144 


fieldworks 


Circle 226 on reader service card. 




Easy Web Pubisliing 

It’s no secret that the World Wide Web has 
spawned a publishing revolution. The latest 
news is that updated versions of your old 
desktop-publishing and graphics tools are 
making it a cinch to publish on the Web. 

Quarklmmedia If you’re an old hand 
at QuarkXPress, Quark’s new Quark¬ 
lmmedia (above) allows for the easiest mul¬ 
timedia authoring around. The program 
uses the QuarkXPress interface, but adds 
interactive buttons for multimedia basics 
like sound, video, and animation. With 
Quarklmmedia there’s no scripting, and 
you can publish old QuarkXPress files on 
the Web. Quark also offers a free viewer, so 
anyone on the Web can see your creations. 
Quarklmmedia will be available in June. 

FrameMaker+SGML Sharing large 
documents over the Web is simple with 
Adobe’s new FrameMaker+SGML. It’s 
ideal for creating complex, long documents 
like books and manuals, and its SGML sup¬ 
port makes it compatible with any platform. 
The new version also includes an HTML fil¬ 
ter that makes publishing on the Web a snap. 

Shockwave for FreeHand Mimick¬ 
ing Macromedia’s Shockwave for Direc¬ 
tor, Shockwave for FreeHand lets you 
publish FreeHand images on the Web. Use 
the program’s tools to create interactive hot 
spots of any shape or size. The plug-in also 
lets you zoom in on images, create text 
columns, and wrap text around objects. JL 

Quarklmmedia / Quark / price not available / 

[800) 788-7835 / Reader Service No. 726 
FrameMaker+SGML / Adobe Systems / 

$1,495 est. street price / (800) 642-3623 / 

Reader Service No. 727 

Shockwave for FreeHand / Macromedia / 

free / (800) 470-7211 / Reader Service No. 728 

Contributors to Pulse: Kyla K. Carlson, 
Julie McCullough, Rich Schwerin, 
Wendy Taylor, Dylan Tweney. 
Edited by JACK Lyon. 



















Color is color, unless 
time is money. 

Reach for the new Phaser® 550 Color Laser from Tektronix. It whips through your workgroup’s workload at 5 color pages a 
minute, 14 pages in black. It sharpens your image to a new dimension: 1200 x 1200 dpi, giving documents a razor-sharp edge 
over the competition. Text is crisp. Transparencies bright. Color blends are smooth and consistent. Color photos? Knock-outs. 

Connectivity is a snap, too, for PCs, workstations, Macs or any network. High-capacity features make high volume 
Adobe PostScript jobs a breeze. A standard web browser can manage it remotely. The Phaser 550 is supported by Tektronix, a 
Fortune 500 leader in workgroup color printers for 14 years. The price is right. The time for color is now. Just reach out and take it. 




~?=s 


Finest. Sharpen 
your color images 
text to 1200 
1200 dpi. 


Easiest. Save time with PhaserShare™ 
connectivity, PhaserLink™ remote 
control, and high-capacity 
trays and toners. 


1996 Tektronix. Inc. All rights reserved 


Tektronix 

/ 


Call 1-800-835-6100, Ext. 1267 
http://www. tek. com/CPad?1267 


Circle 123 on reader service card. 




O'Hare Airport: 4.3 miles of 
terminals. 


Dallas/Ft. Worth: 4.8 miles. 


Denver International: 3.2 miles. 


(It occurred to us you might want a lighter notebook.) 



IVI I U U o U I l 

pentmm windows°95 













Of course, it also occurred to us that you don’t want to lose features while 


losing weight. Thus, the new AcerNote™ Light notebook computer offers 


a Pentium® processor, full-size keyboard and large 10.4" color screen. 



But it still weighs just 5.8 pounds. Which we think you’ll appreciate 


AcerNote Light 

100MHz Pencium Processor 


• 10.4" Dual Scan Color 
Display 

• 8MB EDO RAM (40MB Max) 

• 810MB Hard Drive 

• 5.8 Pounds 

■ Duracell® NiMH Battery 

• 1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type II/1 Type III PCMCIA 
Slots 

• Large Full-Size Keyboard 

• 16-bit Sound Blaster™ 
Compatible Audio 

• Touchpad with Ergonomic 
Palmrest 

• 3-Year Limited Warranty/ 
1-Year Rapid Repair 

.Double your RAM to 16MB 
for only $299 

$1999 

Available May 1 


when you’re traveling from, say, Dallas to New York. Half the distance 


of which is covered while walking to the gate. 


Acer* 


<♦ 


TO ORDER, CALL 1 - 8 0 0-2 3 0 - ACE R 

6am-6pm Weekdays, 8am-4pm Saturday Pacific Time 








(It also occurred to us you might want other options.) 


AcerNote Light 

100MHz Pentium Processor 


• 10.4" Active Matrix Color 
Display 

. 8MB EDO RAM (40MB Max) 

• 1GB Hard Drive 
>5.8 Pounds 

• Duracell® NiMH Battery 
> 1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type II/1 Type III PCMCIA 
Slots 

• Large Full-Size Keyboard 

• 16-bit Sound Blaster 1 ' 1 
Compatible Audio 

• Touchpad with Ergonomic 
Palmrest 

• 3-Year Limited Warranty/ 

1-Year Rapid Repair 

•Double your RAM to 16MB 
for only $299 

$2499 

Available May 1 


AcerNote Pro 

120MHz Pentium Processor 


• 10.4" Active Matrix Color 
Display 

• 24MB RAM (40MB Max) 

• 1GB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 6.5 Pounds 

• Dual Battery Operation 
(Second Battery Free with 
Purchase) 

• 1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type II/l Type III PCMCIA 
Slots 

• 16-bit Sound Blaster " 
Compatible Audio 

• Touchpad with Ergonomic 
Palmrest 

• 3-Year Limited Warranty/ 
1-Year Rapid Repair 

$3499 



• 10.4" Active Matrix Color 
or Dual Scan Color Display 

• 40MB RAM (40MB Max) 

• 1GB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 6.5 Pounds 

• Dual Battery Operation 

(Second Battery Free with 
Purchase) 

• 1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type II/1 Type III PCMCIA 
Slots 

• 16-bit Sound Blaster 1 ' 1 
Compatible Audio 

• Touchpad with Ergonomic 
Palmrest 

• 3-Year Limited Warranty/ 
1-Year Rapid Repair 


AcerNote Pro 

120MHz Pentium Processor 


• 10.4" Dual Scan Color 
Display 

• 16MB RAM (40MB Max) 

• 1GB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 6.5 Pounds 

• Dual Battery Operation 
(Second Battery Free with 
Purchase) 

• 1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type II/l Type III PCMCIA 

• 16-bit Sound Blaster 1 ” 
Compatible Audio 

• Touchpad with Ergonomic 
Palmrest 

• 3-Year Limited Warranty/ 
1-Year Rapid Repair 

• 28.8 Modem Included 

$2999 



• 200-Watt Power Supply 

• Quad-Speed CD-ROM Drive 

• 2-button Mouse 

• Stand-alone Speakers 

• Standard Keyboard 


• Built-in Battery Charger Bay 


6999 *799 


Ace r <* 



pentium 


e 


Microsoft ® 

Windows*95 


TO ORDER, CALL 1 -800-2 30-ACER 

6am-6pm Weekdays, 8am-4pm Saturday Pacific Time 

Please call 1-800-230-ACER for details on the limited^warranty. Return shipping and insurance charges are the responsibility of the customer. Not available outside U.S. 

Circle 167 on reader service card. 
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Top Pick 

The Buzz 

The Stats* 

More Info 

Dell Dimension 

XPS PI 66c 

So fast you may never see the Windows 

mortals, too. 

$3,549, 166MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
f 1.2GB, 6X CD-ROM. 

March 1996, page 132 
<8005 433-2318 

Reader Service No. 618 

Hewlett-Packard 

Vectra XU 6/150 

Power that will rock you back on your 
heels. Feed it native 32-bit apps only. 

$5,000, 150MHz 
. Pentium Pro, 32MB 
r RAM, 2.1GB hard drive. 

March 1996, page 132 
(800) ?82-0900 " i ' 

Reade- Service No. 619 

Micron Electronics 

PI 33 Millennia 

The sweet spot for systems: the 
performance you crave and 
all the extras, too. 

$2,798, 133MHz 
p Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
1.6GB, 6X CD-ROM. 

Sept. 1995, cage 106 
(800)515-9197. ,. ' 
Reader Service NO, 680 

Dell Dimension PlOOt 

Priced so low even your cheapest 
relatives will bite. 

/ 

$2,199, 100MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

' 1GB, 4X CD-ROM. 

Jan. 1996, page 132 
(800) 433-6675 

Reader Service No. 621 

Compaq Presario 

9240 

Command central for any home office— 
manages your fax, voice, and e-mail 
messages while you get down to work. 

$3,647, 133MHz 
. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
r 1.2GB hard drive. 

page 83 

<800)345-1518 

Reader Service No. 622 

IBM RS/6000 

Workstation might meets Pentium 
prices in this PowerPC rocket. 

$7,425 133MHz 
PowerPC 604, 32MB 
f RAM, 1GB hard drive. 

Stay tuned, : : 

(SCO) 472-7693 

Reader Service No. 623 : 

Polywell Poly 500P8 

A great dollar value—delivered right to 
your doorstep. 

$2,698, 133MHz 
. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

' 4X CD-ROM drive 

Jan. 1996. sage 132 * 
(800! 999-1278 

Reader Service No. 6,24 

Compaq ProSignia 

300 5/90 

Who needs an information systems 
department? This server is so 
well designed, it runs itself. 

$4,128, 90MHz 
Pentium, 32MB RAM, 

? 2GB hard drive. 

Nov. 1995, page 138 
(800) 345-1518 

Reader Service No. 625 

Digital Prioris LX 590 

Our labs call it the fastest server 
to hit our test bench; we call it a 
great deal. 

$3,249, 90MHz 
Pentium, 192MB RAM, 
r 4X CD-ROM drive. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 344-4825 

Reader Service No. 626 

Compaq ProLiant 1500 

A reliable anchor for 15 or more 
network nodes. 

$14,375, 100MHz 
Pentium, 128MB RAM, 

1 two 2.1GB SCSI-2 drives. 

Nov. 1995, page 138 
(800) 345-1518 

Reader Service No. 627 

Hewlett-Packard 
NetSen/er 5/133 LS2 

Two onboard processors and loaded 

$25,095, two 133MHz 
. Pentium CPUs, 768MB, 
' five 2.1GB SCSI drives. 

March 1996, page 158 
(800)322-4772 

Reader Service No. 628 

Toshiba Tecra 700CT 

The follow-you-around office: 120MHz 
Pentium, removable four-speed CD-ROM 
drive, and an 11.3-inch hi-res display. 

$5,999,120MHz ' 

. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

? 1.13GB hard drive. 

March 1996, page 68 
(800) 999-4273 . 
Reader Service No. 629 

Toshiba Portege 61 OCT 

Take it anywhere: This 4.8-pound 
ultraportable Pentium fits in any 
briefcase—with room to spare. 

$3,999, 90MHz 
Pentium, SMB RAM, 

' 686MB hard drive. 

Dec, 1995, page 158 
(800) 999-4273 

Reader Service No; 530 

Texas Instruments 
Extensa Model 450 

All the extras of Dell’s Latitude and 
Toshiba’s Satellite—let the price 
wars begin! 

$1,798; 75MHz 
486DX4, 8MB RAM, 

1 340MB hard drive. 

March: 1996, page 282 
(800)848-3927 7' 
Reader Service: No. 631 

NEC Versa 4050C 

A quick-change artist for the road: Swap 
the four-speed CD-ROM drive for a hard 
drive, battery, or floppy drive. 

$4,499, 90MHz 
Pentium, 8MB RAM, 

' 810MB hard drive. 

This Issue, page 110 
jleOfl) 632-4636 
ReaderService No, 632 

IBM ThinkPad 760CD 

If James Bond carried a portable, this 

$6,889, 120MHz 

March 1996, page 183 


would be it. It packs more features than Pentium, removable (800) 426 7255 
your average desktop PC. I 4X CD-ROM drive. Reader Service No. 633 
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You can buy a faster laser, but not 
a better one. Plus, who needs cable 
Beam jobs to the IR port instead. 


$950, 6 ppm, 600 dpi, Dec. 1995, page 158 
i? PCL 5 (PostScript (800) 752-0900 

I optional), infrared port. Reader Service No. 634 


High-Resolution 
20- or 21-Inch 
Monitor 


Canon BJC-4100 

Low-maintenance, high-quality color- 
and sanely priced. 

i 

$349, 720-by-360- 
, dpi black, 360-by-360- 
f dpi color. 

Feb. 1996, page 140 
(800)848-4123 

Reader Service No. 635 

Hewlett-Packard 

DeskJet 855C 

Near-laser-quality color output 
for a tenth of the price. 

J 

$449, 600 dpi, 

. 7-ppm black, 
t 3-ppm color. 

Feb. 1996, page 140 
(800) 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 636 

Citizen PN60 

Slip it in your briefcase, then wow 
clients when you produce color 
pages on the spot. 

$299, 300-dpi thermal 
j transfer, 1.5 pounds. 

Feb. 1995, page 64 
(310)453-0614 

Reader Service No. 637 

Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet 5Si MX 

Even 50-page print jobs fly out 
faster than you can trot down the 
hall to claim them. 

$4,000, 24 ppm, 

600 dpi, PCL 5e, 

/ PostScript Level 2. 

Jan. 1996, page 89 
(800) 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 638 

Tektronix Phaser 340 

Drop-dead, solid-ink color at just 

11 cents per page. 

$4,995, 4 ppm, 
600-by-300-dpi 
f black and color. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 835-6100, ext. 1253 
Reader Service No. 639 

Hewlett-Packard 

DeskJet 1600CM 

Churns out brilliant color pages quicker 
than you can produce them. 

$1,999, 9-ppm black, 
i 4-ppm color. 

Stay tuned. 

(800) 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 640 

Nanao FlexScan T2-20 


$1,989, 20-inch, 

pec. 1995, page 158 


Sony Multiscan 17sf 


Sweet 17-inch deal. Makes M 
look great, too. 


1,600 by 1,200 pixels, (800)800-5202 

/ Plug and Play. Reader Service No. 641 

$800, 1,280 by Dec. 1995, page 158 

. 1,024 pixels at 6QHz. (800) 352-7669, ext. 119 
/ Reader Service No. 642 

$450, 4MB WRAM, Dec. 1996, page 158 
1,280 by 1,024 pixels (800) 583-4353 
i at 76Hz, PCI interface. Reader Service No. 643 


I Iomega Zip Drive 

Chic, purple, and portable. And the 
cartridges are removable. 

$199, 25MB or 100MB 
cartridges, SCSI or 
/ parallel interface. 

Feb. 1996, page 175 
(800) 697-8833 

1 NEC MultiSpin 4Xc 

The best bargain around: Queue up 
seven discs in this quad-speed jukebox 
for the price of a single-disc drive. 

$349, SCSI interface, 

* seven-disc changer. 

/ 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)632-4636 

Reader Service No. 645 

Seagate Medalist 2140 

Be greedy. At these prices, why not 
get two? 

$530, Fast ATA-2, 

, 10.5ms access time, 

/ 2.51GB storage. 

Stay tuned. 
(408)438-8111 

Reader Service No. 646 

Mega Drive Systems 

MR5 RAID Disk Array 

The best kind of insurance for your 
network data. 

$9,500, 5GB 

RAID array. 

/ ' 

Nov. 1995, page 186 
(800) 404-6342 

Reader Service No. 647 

Visioneer PaperPort Vx 

The quickest way to tame your paper 
in-box—moves paper off your desk 
and onto your hard drive in seconds. 

$329, 400 dpi, 
document-management 
/ software. 

Jan. 1996, page 92 
(800) 787-7007, ext. 102 
Reader Service No. 648 

Creative Labs Sound 
Blaster AWE32PnP 

The ultimate for business multimedia. 
Also great for games. 

$200, 32-voice 
.polyphony, 16-bit 
/ DSP. 

Jan. 1996, page 173 
(800) 998-5227 

Reader Service No. 649 

U.S. Robotics Courier 
1-Modem 

A bridge to the future-get a 28.8Kbps 
analog and ISDN modem in one. 

$650, ISDN and V.34 
. (28.8Kbps). 

Feb. 1996, page 78 
(800) 877-2677 

















m 


introducing more kick ror 
your Pentium processor-based PC. 


Upgrade your Pentium® processor-based 
PC with a Pentium OverDrive® processor. 

The new Pentium 

I S&SteW" 

-OverDrive processor 

^5$ is an easy-to-install, 
single-chip CPU 
upgrade that gives you a performance 
increase of over 50% on a wide range of 
business softwares Like spreadsheets 

© 1996 Intel Corporation. tBased on upgrading a 60 MHz Pentiur 


and presentation graphics, or operating 
systems like Windows* 95. 

Pentium OverDrive processors are 
now available for 60, 66, and 75 MHz 
Pentium processor-based PCs and, as 
always, for most Intel486™ processor- 
based PCs. All affordably priced. 

So if more performance is your 
ultimate goal, call your local dealer 
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Top Pick 

The Buzz 

The Stats* 

More Info 

Microsoft Office 
for Windows 95 

If you can buy just one software title, 
this should be it. Watch for 

H 11 4 

$399 (Standard 
Edition). 28MB to 
f 89MB hard disk space. 

Sept. 1995, page 83 
(800)426-9400 

Reader Service No. 651 

Microsoft Word 
for Windows 95 

The de facto standard for businesses 
everywhere. For smart version control, 
check out Lotus’s Word Pro. 

S130, Windows 95 
/ or Windows NT 3.51, 
f 8MB RAM. 

| This issue page 149 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 652 

Microsoft Excel 
for Windows 95 

It’s a one-horse race, folks, and guess 
who’s winning? 

i 

$300, Windows 95 
, or Windows NT 3.51, 
f 8MB RAM. 

Dec. 1995, page 158* 

(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 653 

Microsoft Access 
for Windows 95 

Finally! You don’t have to be a power 
nerd to put this database to work. 

i 

$300, 486 CPU, 

^ 12MB RAM. 

Jan. 1996, page 162 
(800)426-9400 

Reader Service No. 654 

Microsoft 

PowerPoint for 

Windows 95 

Build a winning sales presentation 
on your lunch hour. 

$300, Windows 95 or 
Windows NT, 14MB to 
f 35MB hard disk space. 

March 1996, page 183 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 655 

Microsoft Publisher 
for Windows 95 

The ultimate vanity press: Create 
terrific-looking pages without 
even trying. 

$80, 386 CPU, 8MB 
RAM, 6MB hard disk 
f space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 656 

QuarkXPress 3.31 
for Windows 

Produces pages as slick as the ones in 
your hands. PageMaker shops should 
check out PageMaker for Windows 95. 

$550, 486 CPU, 

8MB RAM, 12MB to 
: 15MB hard disk space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 788-7835 

Reader Service No. 657 

CorelDraw 6 

The all-in-one graphics toolkit for 
Windows 95: Draw, edit, and design 
your own masterpieces. 

$450, Windows 95, ' 
486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

April 1996, page 101 
(800) 772-6735 

Reader Service No. 658 

Adobe Photoshop 3.0 
for Windows 

A digital darkroom for your PC. Just 
in: a Windows 95/Windows NT upgrade. 

$549, 486 CPU, 8MB 
RAM, 20MB hard 
r disk space. 

April 1996, page 101 
(800) 833-6687 

Reader Service No. 659 

Intuit Quicken 

Deluxe 5 for Windows 

Never visit a bank again—this is 
branch-office checking from your 
hard drive. 

$49, 386 CPU, 4MB 
RAM, 7MB hard disk 
f space. 

Feb 1996, page 159 
(800) 624-8742 

Reader Service No. 660 

Intuit QuickBooks Pro 4.0 

Cheaper than your average accountant, 
and a lot easier to understand. 

J 

$160, 486 CPU, 

4MB RAM,12MB 
r hard disk space. 

Feb 1996, page 92 
(800) 624-8742 

Reader Service No. 661 

Delrina CommSuite 95 

One launchpad for all your Internet 
needs. Sends e-mail and faxes, too. 

i 

$79, 486 CPU, 

, 8MB RAM, 30MB 
f hard disk space. 

Nov. 1995, page 83 
(800) 441-7234 

Reader Service No. 662 

Netscape Navigator 2.0 

Still the best way to explore the Web. 
Download the latest version from 
ftp://ftp.netscape.com. 

$49, Windows 95, 

, 4MB RAM, Internet 
r access. 

Jan. 1996, page 108 
(800) 638-7483 

Reader Service No. 663 

Symantec 

Norton AntiVirus 
for Windows 95 

Fast and painless virus-hunting for 
Windows 95. 

f 

$79, Windows 95, 

^ 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

Oct. 1995, page 116 
(800) 441-7234 

Reader Service No. 664 

Microsoft Project 
for Windows 95 

Takes the work out off teamwork—the 
easy way. 

i 

$469, Windows 95, 
f 386 CPU, 20MB 
’ hard disk space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 665 

Norton Utilities 
for Windows 95 

hardware problems before they happen. 
Everyone should have a copy. 

$90 Windows 95 
^ 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 441-7234 

Reader Service No. 666 

Vicarious Our Times 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 

The best crash course in 20th-century 
history we’ve ever taken. Don’t miss it. 

i 

$50, Windows 3.1, 

486 CPU, 8MB RAM, 

* CD-ROM. 

Feb. 1996, page 301 
(800) 465-6543 

Reader Service No. 667 


MAY 1996 















NetCrui: 
There's < 


NETCOM 

How to Get There. 


You can always tell the people who get more out 
of the Internet. 

They’re the ones who spend lots of time there - 
without spending lots of money. 

Because they use NETCOM. 

\fter all, for just $19.95 a month,* we not only 
give you over 400 hours of direct, unrestricted Net 
access - including the World-Wide Web, E-mail, newsgroups and 
more - we give you the freedom to enjoy it. 

Along with everything you need to get to the Net. Including 
our WinSock-compliant NetCruiser® software. Twenty-four hour 
live support. And over 200 high-speed local access numbers across 
the U.S. and Canada. 

So see your local retailer or call the leading Internet Service 
Provider at 1-800-NETCOM1. 

You’ll see that when it comes to the Net, we make an obvious 
difference. 


$ 5 -400 

$5.00 gets you more than 400 hours of Direct Internet Access. 


► E-mails new book draft to publisher. 

► Visits Jazz Improvisation Web Site. 

► Locates 71 Opel GT parts. 

► Moderates Hemingway newsgroup. 

► Organizes family reunion. 

















■ 

The good news is, 


you’re always 

connected 
to the office. 


The bad news is, 


you’re always 

connected 


to the office. 




















INTRODUCING THE DIGITAL HiNOTE" VP. 
QUITE POSSIBLY. THE ULTIMATE IN CONNECTIVITY. 


Being out of the office no 
[ longer means being out of 
j touch. Not if you arm your 

j warriors with the Digital 

j HiNote™ VP notebook. 

I Connectivity has never been 
easier. Easier because the 
| Digital HiNote™ VP is net- 

i work-ready with DMI 

! support—it comes preloaded 

with ClientWORKS™ 
that lets you keep a watch¬ 
ful eye on things, and it has 
an optional port replicator 
I with a built-in ethernet card 
that instantly connects to 
your network and other 
J desktop peripherals. And all 

this road weaponry (take a 
gander at the spec box, too) 
comes at “motel” prices. Just 
think, your 
people will 
PSnVHTT finally be able 


to stay connected around the 
clock. They’ll just love that, 
won’t they? 

Call 1-800-DIGITAL for 
your nearest reseller, or visit our 
Web site at www.pc.digital.com. 


PENTIUM' PROCESSOR: 

100 MHz 

SYSTEM MEMORY: 

8MB EDO RAM 
expandable to 40MB 

HARD DRIVE: 

810MB HDD 
(upgradable to 1.08 GB) 

FEATURES: 

Super VGA screens for 
DSTN and TFT, removable 
option bay, touchpad, 
Windows® 95 keyboard. 













1-800-EGGHEAD 


i://www.egghead.i 


CD-ROM FORMAT 
REQUIRES WINDOWS" 95 


» 3D GRAPHICS 

• CHARTS AND DIAGRAMS 

• SPACE PLANNING 

• FAMILY TREES 


• Over 25,000 
CLIPART IMAGES 
and SYMBOLS 


• 500 TRUETYPE" 
and TYPE I FONTS 


ir a free' Corel ' Professional Photos 
‘ purchase of Core!‘ Graphics Pack. 


iNCREDIBLE VALUE! 
EASY TO USE! 
POWERFUL! 


Includes: 

• Corel Print House™ 

• Corel FLOW™ 3 

• Corel PHOTO-PAINT™ 6 
9 Corel MOTION 3D 6 

9 Corel PRESENTS™6 
9 Corel MULTIMEDIA MANAGER™ 

• CorelDEPTH 

• Corel CAPTURE™ 

9 Internet Utilities 

• Corel" Photo CD Browser 


From the world leader in Windows graphics software 


The 32-Bit Wizard-Driven Total Graphics Solution! 


as 9 GRAPHICS 
S * PRESENTATIONS 
cc • PAINTING T 
s * PHOTO TOUCH-UPS 


• STATIONERY 
« CALENDARS 

• HOME PAGE CREATION 
m GREETING CARDS 

twi iiwcit Mate! 

)TOS • 40,000 COREL STOCK 
PHOTO CATALOG 
THUMBNAILS 


Designed with your communication needs in mind 
and loaded with value, Corel Graphics Pack for 
Windows" 95 delivers incredible power and ease 
of use in one feature-rich package. 

■ With a Wizard-based interface and 
more than 50 task-oriented options, 
Corel Graphics Pack is the perfect 
all-in-one graphics solution for any 
home office or business. 











PaulSomerson 

Fire Sale 



P ssst —wanna buy an online service, cheap? The market s flooded 
with them. Since the beginning of this year, nervous owners 
have raced to dump CompuServe, Prodigy, Interchange, Delphi, 
and GEnie. Microsoft has pulled back on MSN, and Apple s eWorld is 
history. But hold on a sec. Weren’t these I-Waystations supposed to be 
so lucrative that investors were WIPING THEIR NOSES WITH $100 BILLS? 


Well, yes. But these guys all missed the boat. In 
fact, they never even made it down to the docks. 

Some of this collapse was the result of the 
new Telecommunications Act, which turned 
the electronic spectrum into a high-tech pie 
fight and raised the specter of POLICE-STATE 
THUGGERY by nosy government censors. Some 
of it was the frenzied competition for 
subscribers, and the fear of lawsuits like the 
frivolous $200 million doozy against Prodigy. 

But the truth is that these online services did 
themselves in. Most had truly awful interfaces. 
They made it far too hard to find anything or 
navigate properly. They didn’t offer enough 
high-quality content. They were pricey. Some 
did TRULY BONEHEADED THINGS like discouraging 
e-mail. And they treated the Web as just another 
feature rather than the main event. 

No offense, but do you really want an online 
service from Sears Roebuck? Now those guys 
can’t even give their half of Prodigy away. They 
displayed the same kind of NEGLECTFUL DIGITAL 
VAMPIRISM that sucked a market leader like 
WordPerfect dry. The Sears-IBM marriage was 
as bizarre as anything ever performed on 
stadiums full of strangers by Sun Myung Moon. 

America Online is thriving because it has 
vision (lining up and paying for content), 


usability (a fairly attractive, easy-to-use 
interface), and plenty of marketing muscle. It 
also has critical mass. Until recently, “e-mail me” 
meant “here’s my CompuServe number.” Now 
most electronic addresses end with @aol.com. 

And AOL realizes the importance of Web 
access. But it’s still a little rocky there. Online 
services have to MAKE THE INTERNET KING. Here’s 
what they’ll need: 

• High-speed 800-number connections with 
no busy signals (or slow servers) 

• A browser that has tools like Java, 
ShockWave, and RealAudio already loaded, 
and that adds new ones automatically 

• Smart, simple, powerful search and indexing 
mechanisms 

• Their own deep, rich Web sites that offer 
help, instant ruby-slippers navigation, and 
seductive original content 

• Cost-plus pricing that encourages use 

• Foolproof security and no-worry commerce 

• Simple parental controls but otherwise no 
censorship whatsoever 

AOL can prevail here. But so could AT&T 
(now with free access), MCI, Microsoft, IBM, or 
a consortium of Web independent service 
providers. But they all have toSTOP DRINKING THE 
CORPORATE K00L-AID and do it right. Good luck. 





Everything. 

: ou need 


the long 


run 


The Running senes from Microsoft Press gives you 


comprehensive information from authorized reference/ Run ning Microsoft* windows* 95 
tutorials and expert (also friendly) instruction, whether t- 55615 ' 674 -* $29 - 95 ($ 39.95 Canada) 


you’re a new, intermediate, or advanced user. With 
complete guides to Microsoft® Windows® 95 and each 
of its robust Office applications, the Running series 


Running Microsoft® Word for Windows® 95 
1-55615-848-3 $29.95 ($39.95 Canada) 

Running Microsoft® Office for Windows® 95 
1-55615-897-1 $29.95 ($39.95 Canada) 


provides everything you need to get where you’re going Running Microsoft® PowerPoint® for Windows® 95 

1-55615-852-1 $24.95 ($33.95 Canada) 

with a running start. The Microsoft Press® Running series 

, Running Microsoft® Access for Windows® 95 

is available at your favorite bookstore or software store. 1-55615-886-6 $39.95 ($53.95 Canada) 

Run over there first. 


Babbages^ Barnei &Noble BORDERS CROWN^iaOKS' Microsoft Press 

SfflSTffi Waldenbooks SsrccnfuM software© 


In quality bookstores and software stores everywhere. Or call 1-800-MSPRESS. In Canada, call 1-800-667-1115. CompuServe®—GO MSP, 
http://www.microsoft.com/products/mspress. One Microsoft Way, Redmond, WA 98052-6399. 
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John C. Dvorak 

Paper Chase 



I 


f you invested in the paper-products industry the day the read them and tear out two articles of inter- 
term paperless office was corned, you re probably a multi- years ago you could make an argument 

millionaire. The computer revolution has generated more for hard-copy newspapers and 

L ° magazines, because their online counter¬ 

paper than it’s eliminated, but that may end someday soon if parts had weak graphics resolution and low 

the cultural changes brought about by the Internet and the ^bL" 

World Wide Web continue, as it seems they will. Meanwhile, Web pages combined with jpeg graphics 

are as good as or better than any newspa- 

I believe the real societal change that enabled Let’s say the future of all publishing will per’s. The Web’s convenience and timeli- 

the revolution to continue was brought be electronic, or at least dominated by elec- ness is rivaled only by broadcasting. And 
about by the archaic fax machine. tronic publishing—the same way many broadcasting is not random access and com- 

For over a decade, I’ve argued along with forms of entertainment are dominated by pletely useless as a reference, 
other computer scene observers that e-mail electronic distribution as opposed to live In the past I would have argued that one 

should be the premier mode of information performances or even movies. The cost of advantage of hard-copy newspapers and 
exchange. Instead, it was the fax that became electronic distribution would be fixed and magazines is that they are browsable. You 
popular. Thanks to the Internet, e-mail has very low (a Web site), instead of variable find things you didn’t know you wanted 
finally taken front-row center, but in the and expensive (paper and printing). When to know. In fact, that’s my argument 
interim the fax machine has completely you need hard-copy information, you’ll against “personalized” newspapers, which 
reversed the role of paper provider from the purchase the paper and print num irurno 

it onsite instantly. Let’s face WEB PUBLISHERS 

it: Your desktop computer, 


sender to the receiver—and it did 
lessly. Nobody even noticed. 

When you mail something you have to modem, and color printer are 
print it out, put it in an envelope for each already a small print shop, 
recipient, pay the postage, and drop it off The benefit in this sce- 
for pickup. When you fax, you put one mas- nario is that most docu- 
ter copy into the machine and recipients ments will be printed only THANK THE FAX 
spend their own money on paper and ink. In as needed. As it now stands, 

fact, you don’t even need to make an origi- printing is part of the distri- fOY getting US tO 


and computer 
vendors can 


nal; any fax program will ti 


a file ir 


bution process, the presen- 

virtual sheet of paper and send it over a fax tation process, and the PAY FUR Supplies 
modem. No supplies are used at all—except archival process. But in the 

electricity. This galls me, especially when future, it will be part of only On the R E L EIVIN U 

computer companies send me their infor- presentation and archiving. 

mation. They always want to fax it instead of Even so, printing will not be end. 1 he newe 

mailing or e-mailing it. Why would I want a full partner in either, si 


negate the discovery aspect 
by eliminating serendipi¬ 
tous news skimming. Now 
that argument is specious; 
online browsing is so much 
a part of the Web that the 
action of accessing informa¬ 
tion is called browsing. You 
use a Web browser to do it. 

The odd discoveries you 
make on the Web far exceed 
anything imaginable in a 
daily newspaper. In fact, 
browsing can become a bad 
habit and a time waster: The 
Web approaches infinity 
when it comes to browsable 


i spend money on supplies to print junk information will be both of their USing my content. Browse nonstop, 24 
mail? The nerve of their using my paper to presented and archived elec- 
print their publicity. It’s like thievery. tronically. Printing will be paper tO print 

However, while the Web grew as a pub- merely a minor option. For nllD . , n|TV 

fishing vehicle, it dawned on me that soci- example, if PC Computing THEIR PUBLIul IY. 

ety had accepted the notion that the is distributed electronically 
recipient, not the sender, pays for supplies, in the year 2010, the likelihood that anyone But still. The good news is this: Despite 

When you go to a favorite Web site, you would print out the whole magazine is nil. the sheer volume of information that you 

don’t complain about printing its pages at One has to assume that at some point access, you still won’t use as much paper in 
your cost, because fax technology has paper usage will decline. Many of us buried a lifetime as you would with a one-year 

already trained you to accept this reality, in the computer and communications revo- subscription to the New York Times. 

lution are mostly buried in paper. My hard- 


In fact, it’s no big deal. In some ways it’s an 
environmental benefit. 


hours a day, 7 days a week, 
and you’ll never come to the 
end as you do with a news¬ 
paper or a magazine. Maybe 
' :’s information overload. 


And you can thank the fax machine for 


copy issues of PC Week are landfill after I making it all possible. 



The Millennia TransPort™ 


Finally, a multimedia 
notebook powerful enough 
to replace your desktop. 

PC World reports in its March 1996 issue that 
"...this Pentium 120 ran the 
new PC WorldBench tests 
faster than any other note¬ 
book we've measured..." The 
April 1996 Windows 
Sources says, "The 
Millennia TransPort, a 
bench-burner of a note¬ 
book...delivered the highest 
Winstone 96 score we've ever 
seen on a notebook: 53.3." 

Feature for feature this notebook 
gives you everything you need— 
whether you're working on the road or at your desk. 
According to PC World, “If you have a 75, 90, or 100MHz 
Pentium PC on your desk, it will fairly crawl compared to 
Micron's Millennia TransPort." 

—PC World, March 1996 



Micron Millennia TransPort P133 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 

• 32MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 1.2GB removable hard drive 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 

• Motorola® Montana 28.8 fax/modem 

$5,799 Business lease $182/month 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 

• 16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 1.2GB removable hard drive 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 

$4,899 Business lease $167/month 



Pentium 


Specifications 

Common Features 

• 133MHz Mobile Intel Pentium® processor 

• Intel 430MX PCIset 

• 256KB L2 pipelined burst cache 

• EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 4X modular CD-ROM drive 
•11.3" SVGA color 

display, 800 x 600 

• PCI graphics accelerator, 

1MB RAM 

• Pick-a-Point™ dual pointing 
devices integrate both pointing 
stick and touchpad 

• Removable EIDE hard drive (1.2GB max.) 

• 3.5" modular floppy drive 

• Intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 

• SoundBlaster™ 16-bit stereo sound 

• Built-in stereo speakers and microphone 

• 2 Type II or one Type III PCMCIA slots 

• S-Video and NTSC video-outputs 

• Headphone, microphone and line-in jacks 

• 2 infrared ports, one front, one back 

• Parallel, serial, VGA and 2 PS/2 ports 

• Dimensions: 11.7" x 9.4" x 2.0", Weight: 6.9 Ibs.t 
•Nylon carrying case 

• Microsoft® Windows® 95 CD & MS Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 and Bookshelf 95 CDs 

• 5-year/3-year Micron Power SM warranty* 






Microsoft ’ 

Windows’95 


Micron Power™ Warranty & Support 


in memory 


• 5-year limited warranty on microprocessor and m 

• 3-year limited parts-only system warranty 

• 1-year optional on-site service agreement included 

• 30 days of free Micron-supplied software support 

• 30-day money-back policy 

• 24-hour technical support 

All sales are subject to Micron's standard limited warranties and terms and conditions of sale. Copies of the 
limited warranties may be obtained by calling Micron. 


800 - 250-5806 

http: / / www.mei.micron.com 

MICRON 

■ ELECTRONICS, INC. 

900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 

Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) • 24-hour technical support 
208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 • Purchase Order Fax 208-893-8992 


























Spec it out! 





- 11.3" Active Matrix 
Display shows you 
the big picture in 
vivid 800 x 600 eye¬ 
popping color. 


- PCI Graphics 

Accelerator provides 
blazing graphic perfor¬ 
mance with VGA, 

S-Video, and NTSC 
video outputs. 


Modular Bay #2: 

Intelligent 
lithium-ion battery 

4X CD-ROM drive 

2nd 1.2GB hard drive 

3.5" floppy disc drive 


Dual Pointing Devices 

The Pick-a-Point™ 
offers two pointing 
devices; choose either 
the touchpad or the 
pointing stick. 


133MHz Intel 
Mobile Pentium 1 ' 
Processor combined 
with 256KB of 
pipelined burst 
cache and 16MB of 
EDO memory pro¬ 
vide the screaming 
performance you've 
come to expect from 
Micron. 


Two PCMCIA - 

Slots hold either 
two Type II or one 
Type HI device. 
Handles a wide 
variety of commu¬ 
nications and stor¬ 
age options. 


4X Modular 
CD-ROM 

provides fast 

whole new 
world of 
mation. 


Dual Infrared Ports 

provide convenient 
IRDA-compliant 
wireless connection 
in front or in back. 


SoundBlaster™ 16 
Sound delivers 16- 
stereo sound to 
two integrated 
stereo speakers for 
the complete multi- 
media experience. 


Removable 1.2GB 
Drive gives you 
vast amounts of 
storage and allows 
you to upgrade to 
a larger hard drive 
in the future. 


Modular Bay #1: 

Intelligent 
lithium-ion battery 


Intelligent modular 
lithium-ion batteries 


give you the power to 
complete the job. Add a 
second modular battery 
in bay two and double 
your productivity. 


Circle 106 on reader service card. 
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WordPerfect: 

A Multiplatform Winner 

WordPerfect 6.1 beats Microsoft 
Word for Windows® 95 for 
Editor's Choice. 

PC Magazine, November, 1995 


WordPerfect 3.5 for Macintosh' 
beats Microsoft Word for 
Macintosh for MacUser 1995 
Editor's Choice Award. 
MacUser, December, 1995 


WordPerfect 6.1 for DOS 
receives Editor's Choice Award. 
PC Magazine, November, 1995 


THE WORLD'S BEST 
WORD PROCESSOR. 


Can your word processor do this? 


Rewrite incorrect sentences. 
Exclusive Grammatik™ can, 
and you specify the style of 
writing involved. 



E-mail the document you're 
working on, without leaving 
WordPerfect. 



Make your documents 
shorter —or longer. Exclusive 
Make It Fit ™ can, and you 
control what formatting 
features are changed. 


Not only make up an invoice, 
but calculate it as well. The 
Tables function can—with 98 
spreadsheet functions 
available at a click. 


Find any term in a file on any 
drive in a hurry. Exclusive 
QuickFinder™ can, with 
world-class speed and 
efficiency. 


QQUSl 
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Move a project automatically 
from application to 
application within the suite. 
Exclusive QuickTasks™ 
can—and you can choose 
from more than 60 
pre-built QuickTasks, 
or make your own. 



Make a drop cap 
with one click— 
choose from 
14 styles 

Contour text 
around graphics— 
choose from 
12 styles 

Make great-looking 
tables—40 styles, 
unlimited options 


Use 98 different 
formulas in your 
tables for 
spreadsheet-like 
performance 


You use a word processor every day—shouldn't you use the best? 



We ship FedEx standard overnight shipping 

1-800-998-8073 


Call 24-hours a day 
Or order via Internet! 


KUR-0227 


-IJSS plus applicable taxes and shipping. 





http://www.corel.com 

Call now for faxed literature! 

1-613-728-0826 ext. 3080 


















OFFICE APPLICATIONS + GRAPHICS POWER + INTERNET CONNECTIVITY 

NOW AN UNBEATABLE SUITE. 



The NEW Corel® WordPerfect® Suite 
on CD-ROM + includes: 

9 WordPerfect 6.1, the best word 
processor in the world, helps you 
do more things faster and easier 
than Microsoft Word™ 

9 Corel Quattro® Pro 6.0, the most 
versatile spreadsheet at any price 

9 Corel Presentations™ 3.0, the 
easy-to-use presentation graphics 
package 

9 The best integration anywhere 
9 CorelFLOW™ 2 
9 Sidekick™ 2.0 
9 Dashboard™ 3.0 
9 Envoy™ 1.1 
9 150 fonts 
9 10,000 clipart images 
9 100 photos 




■ Includes everything in the Corel 
WordPerfect Suite, plus 
Group Wise™ 4.1 E-mail client 
license and Paradox™ 5.0 database 

■ More feature-rich, productivity¬ 
enhancing programs than any other • 
standard or professional office suite 
on the market 


■ The only spreadsheet that seamlessly 
uses files from all three major 
spreadsheet programs: Quattro Pro, 
Microsoft Excel™ and Lotus® 1-2-3 

■ The most powerful function set in a 
major spreadsheet 

■ Built-in graphics and presentation 
modules 


■ Easy, powerful presentations in minutes, 
with sophisticated transitions, sound and 

"Presentations...is the best buy overall. We gave 
Presentations an Analyst's Choice based on its 
outstanding case of use, superior text and 
graphics handling, and a wide range of 
communication protocols." 

PC Week, February 1995 


t3.5 inch disks and CD-ROM version also available. CD-ROM required to access full set of applications, fonts and clipart. 3.5 inch disks contain Corel WordPerfect 6.1 module. 

Circle 127 on reader service card. 
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Net Essentials: See What You’ 


N etscape’s Navigator is a terrific Web browser, but 
it’s designed primarily to view plain-vanilla 
HTML text pages. This puts serious limits on the 
kinds of material Web designers can publish and surfers 
can view. Fortunately, lots of companies are stepping in to 
ease those limitations with power tools called plug-ins. 


-d 



Shockwave irfckirk 


Verdict: Live animations, multimedia, sound.. 
if you get just one extension, this should be it. 

Macromedia / (800] 326-2128 


(www.macromedia.com/Tools/Shockwave] / free / 



Acrobat Amber 'fcfckk 

Verdict: The easiest way to view rich electronic 

documents stored in the PDF format 

Adobe Systems / (800] 833-6687 (vwvw.adobe.com/ 

amber) / free / Reader Service No. 672 



ASAPWebShow irkkk 


Verdict: Breathe life into your presentations— 
publish, view, and deliver them on the Web. 

Software Publishing Corp. / (800] 336-8360 
(www.spco.com/asap/asapwebs.htm] / free / 
Reader Service No. 673 
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Plug-ins are add-on programs that let you 
view flashy animations and graphics, fly 
through virtual 3-D worlds, create inter¬ 
active presentations and spreadsheets, and 
tune in to audio broadcasts on the Web— 
all from within Navigator. 

There are currently more than three 
dozen plug-ins that extend Navigator’s 
power. We searched long and hard to find 
the best, using them all to comb through a 
long roster of virtual-reality sites, ani¬ 
mated home pages, sophisticated graphics, 
and other cutting-edge Web innovations. 
In the end, we pulled together a list of the 
top six Navigator plug-ins that will kick 
your Web experience into high gear. All of 
these plug-ins are free; you can download 
them from the developers’ home pages or 
link to them directly from PC Comput¬ 
ing’s Web site at www.pccomputing.com. 

To install a plug-in, simply download 
the program file and run the program’s 
installation routine. All the plug-ins we 
tested work only with 32-bit versions of 
Navigator, so you have to run Windows 
95 or Windows NT to enjoy them. If 
you’re running a Windows 3.1 version 
of Navigator, there are also some 16-bit 
plug-ins available; check our Web site for 
more information. 

Macromedia Shockwave Macro¬ 
media’s Director is the multimedia author¬ 
ing tool of choice for thousands of 
developers; it’s what most CD-ROM titles 
are created with today. Macromedia’s 
Shockwave plug-in for Navigator lets you 
view and interact with 2-D and 3-D Direc¬ 
tor animation files published on the Web. 
The number and variety of “shocked” 


pages on the Web are impressive. Shock- 
wave pages take much longer to load than 
standard HTML pages because you have 
to download the entire Shockwave anima¬ 
tion file and store it locally before you can 
view it. It’s worth the wait, though. The 
files include animation, streaming audio 
and video, and other special effects that 
make browsing more interesting. Shock- 
wave makes the Web truly come alive. 

If you have room on your hard drive 
for only one Navigator plug-in, Shock- 
wave is the one to get. To see what it can 
do, visit Macromedia’s Shockwave gallery 
(www.macromedia.com). 

Adobe Acrobat Amber Another 
popular Web trend is rich-document 
publishing, and the best Navigator exten¬ 
sion for viewing pages pages of this type 
is Adobe’s Acrobat Amber. 

Adobe’s Acrobat, an electronic- 
document publisher, has been popular for 
years. Acrobat lets you produce graphically 
rich documents in any word processor, 
desktop-publishing package, spreadsheet, 
or other productivity program, then con¬ 
verts the file to the portable document for¬ 
mat (PDF) for viewing. Amber is Adobe’s 
Web version of Acrobat, and it does much 
more than just display PDF documents. 
Amber documents can be fully interactive 
Web pages complete with hyperlinks. 
Because these documents are significantly 
larger than text-only HTML pages, they 
take longer to download. But they contain 
far richer graphics and are much more 
inviting to browse. 

When you click on a link to a PDF file, 
Navigator’s viewing window displays the 

may 1996 

























Internet Power Tools 


Internet Power Tools 


Internet Power Tools 


Been Missing on the Web! 


/gp 7'Get It All Online You won't believe 

■-'iisinSlw wtlat you can do on tbe Web! Check out 

Y SjWWg y the latest 3-D animations and virtual 
worlds online, tune in to the best 
RealAudio pages, and create your own interactive 
Web presentations with the top six free extensions for 
Netscape's Navigator. You’ll find these and other 
Internet power tools on PC Computing's Web site 
[www.pccomputing.com]. 


document with controls at the top and 
bottom of the window. These controls let 
you move through the document as you 
would using Acrobat. You can also click 
on a built-in link to get to a related page. 

ASAP WebShow The Web is an 
excellent tool for finding content and cus¬ 
tomers, but until now it’s been a limited 
means of delivering and viewing business 
presentations. Software Publishing’s 
ASAP WebShow solves this problem. 
Use the program to publish your own 
presentations on the Web or to view those 
posted on others’ Web sites. When you 
click on a link to an ASAP WebShow file 
on the Web, the program loads the new 
page and shows the first slide of the 
demonstration in a small window. You 
can flip through the presentation slide- 
by-slide, or sit back and watch it auto¬ 
matically cycle through the slides one at a 
time. The slide show also expands to fill 
Navigator’s entire window, so it appears 
just as it would if delivered from a tradi¬ 
tional presentation package. 

Formula One/Net Animation, 
graphics, and interactive presentations 
are terrific for dressing up a Web site and 
getting your message out, but how about 
for presenting live numbers? Visual 
Components’ Formula One/Net lets 
you view graphical spreadsheets over the 
Web that contain standard spreadsheet 
tables and charts, as well as buttons, con¬ 
trols, and hyperlinks. 

Need mortgage amortizations? Just 
plug in the numbers. Simple financial 
modeling? Formula One/Net lets you run 
and view the numbers in your browser 
window. Formula One/Net is compati¬ 
ble with Microsoft’s Excel, too, so you can 
import and export live Excel spreadsheets 
for easy, efficient viewing. 

Netscape Live3D Paper Software’s 
WebFX, a VRML player, was the first 
Navigator plug-in and remains one of the 
best. In fact, the folks at Netscape liked it 
so much that they decided to buy it. Now 
called Live3D, and supporting the VRML 


2.0 technology of Moving Worlds, it lets 
you view and navigate through 3-D 
worlds on the Web. It takes a while to 
master Live3D, but once you get over the 
vertigo of flying through space, the effects 
are stunning. 

A VRML standards war is brewing 
between the Netscape-backed Moving 
Worlds and the Microsoft-supported 
Direct 3D, which works with Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer browser. The upshot? 
Until standards are set, you can’t view all 
3-D VRML worlds on the Web with 
Live3D, only those created with the Mov¬ 
ing Worlds technology. Even so, there are 
enough VRML sites created with Moving 
Worlds that this is an essential viewer for 
any Navigator arsenal. 

Progressive Networks RealAudio 
Browsing the Web doesn’t have to be just 
a visual experience. Another plug-in, 
RealAudio from Progressive Networks, 
lets you hear sound files over the Web as 
they’re downloading. Called streaming 
audio, this technology sacrifices sound 
quality for convenience (think AM-radio 
with some static). But when it comes to 
speeches or live broadcasts such as base¬ 
ball games, that’s fine. 

The RealAudio sound player has been 
available for quite some time as a separate 
application, but the plug-in takes the idea 
one step further by building controls— 
forward, rewind, pause, and volume— 
right into Navigator’s interface. Once you 
download the plug-in, visit the RealAudio 
home page for a list of sites that serve up 
real-time sound. 

Plug In to the Web The days of 
HTML-only Web browsing are fading 
fast. To fully experience the richness of 
the Web, you’ve got to have the right 
browser extensions. The six plug-ins 
reviewed here are the best available—and 
they’re also free. But don’t take our word 
for it. Check out these and other plug-ins 
for yourself by downloading them from 
PC Computing’s Web site at www 
.pccomputing.com. NEIL RANDALL 



Formula One/Net idrfck 

Verdict: Brings the power of interactive 
spreadsheets to Navigator and the Web. 

Visual Components / [800] 884-8665 
[www.visualcomp.com] / free / 

Reader Service No. 674 



Live3D 'MrMrk 

Verdict: A fast and easy way to view and walk 
through virtual 3-D VRML worlds on the Web. 

Netscape Communications / (415] 528-2555 
(home.netscape.com/comprod/products/navigator/ 
Iive3d] / free / Reader Service No. 67s 



RealAudio 'fcfckkk 

Verdict: The best way to tune in to live Web 

audio broadcasts—free. 

Progressive Networks / (800] 230-5975 
(www.realaudio.com ] / free / Reader Service No. 676 
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Set Your Sites on the Web 



Free Web Server: Microsoft’s Internet Information 
Server 1.0 is a powerful, secure Web server that’s tightly 
integrated with Windows NT. Best of all, it’s free with 
Windows NT Server. If you run an NT shop, give it a spin. 



Setting up your own Web site 
no longer requires a working 
knowledge of Unix and the 
patience of a saint. For $800 or 
less, you can easily stake your 
business a claim in cyberspace 
with a new kind of Internet 
power tool: a Windows NT- 
based server program. 

At least a dozen companies 
offer Web-server software, but 
which package is right for you? 
To find out, we looked at five 
contenders: Microsoft’s Internet 
Information Server 1.0, Process 
Software’s Purveyor 1.2, Fron¬ 
tier Technologies’ SuperWeb 
Server, O’Reilly & Associates’ 
WebSite 1.1, and Quarterdeck’s 
WebStar 95/NT. 

Clever Disguise Fron¬ 
tier’s SuperWeb Server is a tra¬ 
ditional package cleverly 
disguised as a general-purpose 
document-publishing system. 
Frontier redefines the Web¬ 
server paradigm using a com¬ 
plex folder metaphor to isolate 
users and site managers from 
the vagaries of a traditional 
Web-document tree. Unfortu¬ 
nately, SuperWeb Server does 
not support some basic func¬ 
tions such as assigning a cus¬ 
tom document root to the 
system. Instead, you have to 
add all your files directly to the 
SuperWeb folder structure. 

The usability pluses in 
SuperWeb Server include the 
HyperCheck utility, which 
points out dead-end hyper¬ 
links to make it easier to 
debug complex sites. A sim¬ 
ple, graphical HTML editor 
and an image-map utility 
make creating new documents 
a breeze. Overall, SuperWeb 
Server is a mixed bag: If you’re 
a first-time Web developer 
starting from scratch, this 
product is more than ade¬ 
quate. However, if you’ve 
already developed a site and 


you’re hunting for an upgrade 
that will take you beyond the 
basics, look elsewhere. 

Great Web Giveaway 
Microsoft just released its Inter¬ 
net Information Server (IIS) for 
Windows NT. It’s a free NT 
Server add-on that will ship 
with all the future versions of 
Microsoft’s flagship network 
operating system. One of the 
fastest Web servers on the mar¬ 
ket, IIS is tightly integrated 
with the native security features 
of Windows NT. 

However, there are some 
major drawbacks. IIS doesn’t 
come with any Web-authoring 


utilities, and its user interface 
is less than complete. You’ll 
often end up digging through 
the Registry to configure some 
of the sophisticated options. 

Instant Setup O’Reilly & 
Associate’s WebSite 1.1 is one 
of the established products on 
the NT platform. Providing 
dozens of basic and advanced 
server features, WebSite is 
geared toward first-time Web¬ 
server administrators and vet¬ 
erans alike. Installing WebSite 
is simple; you deal with just 
four disks and it takes only a 
couple of minutes. Once 
installed, O’Reilly’s WebYiew 
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Internet Information 
Server 1.0 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A powerful Web server 
that's priced to kill (free with 
Windows NT), but it lacks 
authoring utilities. 


Free with Microsoft NT Server, 
which costs $699 
Microsoft 

(800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080 
Reader Service No. 677 

Purveyor 1.2 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Great choice for 
demanding Web applications 
and database integration. 


$495 est. street price 
Process Software 
(800) 722-7770 
Reader Service No. 6/8 

SuperWeb Server 

iinVr 

Verdict: Pricier than the 
competition, but a solid server 
for setting up your first site. 


$795 est. street price 
Frontier Technologies 
(800)929-3054. (414)241-4555 
Reader Service No. 679 

WebSite 1.1 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The best overall 
choice for both first-time and 
experienced Web-server 
administrators. 


$275 est. street price 
O'Reilly & Associates 
(800) 998-9938, (707) 829-0515 
Reader Service No. 680 

WebStar 95/NT 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Capable, no-frills Web 
server, without extensive 
authoring and automation 
utilities. 


$399 est. street price 
Quarterdeck Corp. 

(800) 683-6696, (310) 309-3700 
Reader Service No. 681 
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ABC Graphics Suite. 

BECAUSE IN TODAY’S BUSINESS WORLD, 
YOU’RE EXPECTED TO BE BOTH. 



m 


To stay ahead, you need both the 
brilliant logic of Einstein, and the bold 
creativity of Van Gogh. And the right tools 
to keep up -ABC Graphics Suite. Three 
powerful programs in one package that 
let you diagram one minute, illustrate or 
image edit the next. 

Microsoft® Office™ compatible and 
designed for Win NT and Win 95, ABC 
Graphics Suite gives you true 32-bit 
multithreading technology, plus the ease and speed 
of a drag and drop environment. 

Powerful. Versatile. Indispensable. The software 
that brings the art and science of business together. 
ABC Graphics Suite. 


ONLY $149.95 


ABC FLOWCHARTER* 6.0 

• Simple to sophisticated business diagramming 

• Over 2,000 diagramming symbols for increased versatility 

• Intelligent line routing and automatic line crossovers 
for better readability 

MlCROGRAFX DESIGNER ” 6.0 

• Precision drawing for illustration and graphics design 

• Over 32,000 layers for unlimited graphics flexibility 

• EPS output for better color separations 

PICTURE PUBLISHER* 6.0 

• Fast and powerful photo retouching and image editing 

• Infinite Undo™ for unparalleled creative freedom 

• Object Layers™ for increased productivity 



Download our free Internet Graphics Pack and 
explore the details of ABC Graphics Suite: 

www.micrografx.com 

Use our automated fax back system or speak 
with a Micrografx representative: 

1 800-562 8493 


* 


Also included: 

• Instant 3D™ to easily enhance text and graphics 

• ABC Media Manager™ for ‘‘drag and drop” 
control of all graphics, such as clipart and logos 

• 30,000 pieces of clipart, images and fonts 


I11-800-360-8464. 'Canadian E.R.P. J 


9.95 ©i 996 Micrografx, Inc. All rights reserved. All product names are trademarks of their respective companies, 
d by the Hebrew University. Represented by The Roger Richman Agency, Inc., Beverly Hills, CA. 
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Internet Power Tools 


utility provides a hierarchical 
view of your site’s document 
structure, making it easy to 
organize content. 

Double-click on an HTML 
document and WebView 
launches Sausage Software’s 
HotDog, a bundled HTML 
editor that lets you design 
custom Web pages. HotDog 
isn’t a graphical editor; it’s a 
brute-force coding tool best 
suited for pros. It lets you 
construct your own hypertext 
documents by injecting the 
appropriate HTML com¬ 
mands into the text. The most 
common HTML commands 
are available from the toolbar, 
and you can preview your 
masterpiece using the bun¬ 
dled Mosaic browser. 

Unlike some competitors, 
O’Reilly has taken care not to 
oversimplify WebSite at the 
expense of providing powerful 
options. True Web mavens will 
appreciate WebSite’s fine con¬ 
trol over Multipurpose Inter¬ 
net Mail Extension (MIME) 
types, as well as its virtual 
directory support and sample 
Common Gateway Interface 
(CGI) applications. WebSite is 
one of the most complete Web 
servers available—a great 
choice for both experts and 
newcomers. 

Mack Truckin’ Process 
Software’s Purveyor 1.2 is the 
Mack truck of Windows NT 
Web servers. Complex and 
powerful, Purveyor’s primary 
claim to fame is robust integra¬ 
tion with other data sources, 
including large mainframe 
databases. It also includes sup¬ 
port for cutting-edge server- 
side processing technologies 
like Internet Services API. It’s 
designed for use with Win¬ 
dows NT only—you can’t run 
it under Windows 95. 

Purveyor includes user and 
group security features, letting 
you protect your environment 
through passwords and access- 
control lists. This security 


scheme is integrated with the 
Windows NT File Manager, so 
you can manage the entire 
Web-server environment from 
the comfort of the NT desk¬ 
top. The base Purveyor prod¬ 
uct does not include a Web 
browser or HTML editor. It 
does, however, include a CD- 
ROM full of shareware and 
freeware browsers and utilities, 
so you can try before you buy. 

Purveyor isn’t for everyone. 
If you’re a novice Web admin¬ 
istrator and you’re shopping 
for a low-end product that is 
easy to master, look elsewhere. 
But if you’re looking for a 
comprehensive Web server 
that’s both robust and extensi¬ 
ble, Purveyor is a great choice. 

Less Is More Quarter¬ 
deck has taken a more 
reserved approach with its 
Web-server design. WebStar 


95/NT doesn’t contain many 
fancy authoring gizmos or 
automation utilities (Quarter¬ 
deck sells these separately as 
part of its WebAuthor pack¬ 
age). Instead, WebStar sports a 
clean, flexible design that 
makes it easy to manage mul¬ 
tiple document trees. 

WebStar installs into your 
Windows NT or Windows 95 
system as a Control Panel 
applet, albeit a very full- 
featured one. From within this 
tabbed, centralized interface 
you can assign user and group- 
level security; create, delete, 
modify, and activate different 
document trees; configure CGI 
applications and other directory 
mappings; and start or stop the 
WebStar server—all the basic 
features you need to publish 
HTML data. Without a bun¬ 
dled set of authoring tools, 


however, it’s difficult to view 
WebStar as a complete solution. 
Still, if you value a clean, flexi¬ 
ble design and simple opera¬ 
tion, and if you prefer to choose 
your authoring tools separately 
from your server, then WebStar 
is definitely worth a look. 

There is one other wild 
card: Netscape is working on a 
powerful next-generation Web 
server, FastTrack Server 2.0, 
which promises to challenge 
all five of these solutions. For 
now, though, WebSite 1.1 is 
the best overall solution, 
while Purveyor 1.2 is clearly 
the most comprehensive 
server platform. As for the 
Microsoft giveaway, if you’re 
running Windows NT, give 
Internet Information Server a 
whirl—it may be all you need. 
And the price (free) is hard to 
beat. RANDALL C. KENNEDY 
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WEB-SERVER MANAGEMENT TOOLS 
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Just Checking: FrontierTechnologies’ 
SuperWeb Server includes HyperCheck, 
a handy way to check the validity of 
hyperlinks within your Web site. 


Nice View: O’Reilly & Associates’ 
WebSite 1.1 has an intuitive feature 
called WebView, which provides a tree 
view of your site’s structure. 


Virtual Path* | CSIMapping | Logging | Pro»y MIME Typej | Mil' [7 


<j] Qua, le, deck WebSTAR Conl.ol Cente. 

eijtfategl id 



■V| ^ebSTAR Control Panel 

L ’ 1 »“■? 1 s, » 11 

Purveying Power: Process Software’s 




Purveyor 1.2 server gives you total 
control over complex Web-server 
management tasks, including MIME- 
type extension mapping. 


Mission Control: Quarterdeck’s 
WebStar 95/NT is a simple solution for 
novices and experts, with management 
from its straightforward Control Center. 


MAY 1996 


62 









































Introducing 
the first PC 
worthy enough 
to work beside 
your trusty 
HP printer. 


You never give your HP printer a second thought. You just know it’s going to work. 
Now that same HP performance can be found in a line of PCs designed specifically 
for the demands of small business. The HP Vectra 500 PCs. They arrive ready to work- 
some armed with Microsoft® Office for Windows® 95 Professional Edition and Microsoft 
Publisher. And to make everything a little more manageable, HP gives you free online 
service and support. Dealers include: Intelligent Electronics, 
Computerland, Datago, MicroAge, Inacom and CompUSA 
Corporate. For more information, call 1-800-322-HPPC, 
Ext. 1558? And see what a good family name can do for you. 


pentium® 


'In Canada, call 1-800-387-3867. "Average U.S. street price for F 



. 2 0ther capacities available. ’Standard oi 


uded. HP Vectra 500 PCs come with Microsoft Windows 95 preinstalled. 
. 'Multimedia models only. 5 0n-site, second day business service. Microsoft 
lemarks of Intel Corporation ©1996 Hewlett-Packard Company PPG429 
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Minitower or Desktop models: 

• Intel 75,100,120,133,150 or 166 MHz 
Pentium processor 

•8 or 16MB EDO Memory 
1128 MB max) 

•256 KB cache memory' 

•64-bit PCI video 

• 1.6G hard drive 2 

•4X, 6X or 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive’ 
•28.8 fax/data modem with 
telephone answering machine* 
•16-bit Soundblaster audio* 
•Hands-free headset with microphone* 

• 1 year on-site warranty’ 

•1 year free phone support for hard¬ 
ware, 90 day free software support 


HP PCs For Small Business 


What HEWLETT 
mi'EM PACKARD 
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One-Stop Web Press 



Paper Pages to Web Pages: 

How do you publish documents 
that were originally intended 
for paper on your Web site? 
InfoAccess’s HTML Transit and 
SkiSoft’s Web Publisher 
convert existing material into 
publishable HTML files. 


A. First select the 
document you want to 
convert to HTML. 

B. Specify how you want 
styles to be converted and 
choose navigation buttons. 

C. HTML Transit 
automatically translates 
files into HTML format. 



Tricky Templates: Web 

Publisher Professional 
excels at translating RTF 
and FrameMaker files to 
HTML, but customizing 
its conversion templates 
is a real chore. 


You have to get your business 
up on the Web right away. But 
how do you make a Web site 
out of a mountain of documents 
originally intended for print? 
Don’t waste your time rewrit¬ 
ing and reorganizing everything 
using a stand-alone Web-page 
editor. Get an HTML translat¬ 
ing program and convert your 
existing documents (graphics 
and all) into publishable 
HTML. What could be sim¬ 
pler? Two new converters, 
InfoAccess’s HTML Transit 
and SkiSoft’s Web Publisher 
Professional, promise to gener¬ 
ate beautiful Web pages quickly 
and painlessly. 

Flexible Formats HTML 
Transit is the smarter of the 
two programs. Its two-step 
translation first extracts the 
styles from the documents you 
want to convert, and then lets 
you specify how those styles 
will be handled. Or you can 
choose one of the default con¬ 
version templates—the pro¬ 
gram provides about a dozen, 
and they do a good job of cre¬ 
ating respectable-looking Web 
pages from a variety of docu¬ 
ment types. HTML Transit’s 
strengths include creating 
tables of contents and indexes, 
breaking large files into smaller 
sections, and inserting naviga¬ 
tional buttons on each page. 

If plain-vanilla Web pages 
don’t appeal to you, jazz them 
up using HTML Transit’s 
extensive gallery of back¬ 
grounds, icons, and buttons. 
You can control almost every 
aspect of page creation, includ¬ 
ing placement of the buttons 
and heading levels to include 
in the table of contents. 

HTML Transit converts 
most word-processor formats, 
including Microsoft’s Word, 
Corel’s WordPerfect, and 
Lotus’s Word Pro, and it even 


handles Adobe’s FrameMaker 
files. Fast and straightforward, 
it lets you control as much or 
as little of the conversion 
process as you want. 

Rich Documents If your 
documents contain a lot of 
tables, Web Publisher Profes¬ 
sional is the converter for you. 
It excels at rendering HTML 
3.0 tables, even tables within 
tables (also called nested tables). 
In other respects, however, it’s 
not as powerful or as easy to use 
as HTML Transit. 

Web Publisher works best 
with Rich Text Format (RTF) 
files. Most word processors can 
export documents to RTF, but 
it’s an annoying extra step that 


complicates republishing pro¬ 
jects. While Web Publisher gen¬ 
erates attractive HTML files 
using its standard template, only 
two additional templates are 
supplied, and creating custom 
templates is a difficult process 
that requires some familiarity 
with HTML coding. 

Although both of these 
products could be easier to use, 
customizing file conversions 
with HTML Transit is simpler 
than with Web Publisher. 
HTML Transit also has a rich 
gallery of graphic enhance¬ 
ments, so it’s the better tool for 
most purposes. Whichever you 
choose, it’s better than starting 
from scratch. DYLAN TWENEY 
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HTML Transit 

'fckkk 

Verdict: Powerful, 
customizable document 
conversion for HTML publishing. 
Pros: Automatically breaks 
large files into manageable 
pages; included templates are 
relatively easyto tailor. 

Cons: Doesn't convert tables 
as elegantly as Web Publisher. 
Competition: Web Publisher 
is harderto use but does a better 
job converting tables. Microsoft’s 
Word Internet Assistant is free 
but not as powerful. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, 

386 CPU, 4MB of RAM, 5MB of 
hard disk space. 


InfoAccess 

[800] 344-9737, [206] 747-3203 
Reader Service No. 68a 

Web Publisher 
Professional 

Verdict: Sophisticated HTML 
conversion that’s difficult to 
customize. 

Pros: Strong table-conversion 
feature; built-in support for 
information mapping. 

Cons: Tailoringthefew 
templates and buttons the 
program includes is difficult. 
Competition: HTMLTransit is 
easierto use and offers a gallery 
of bullets, icons, and 
backgrounds, but it doesn’t 
handle tables as gracefully as 
Web Publisher does. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1, Windows 95, or 
Windows NT; 386 CPU; 8MB of 
RAM; 5MB of hard disk space. 


$990 list price; $495 list price 
without the Long Document 
Utility 

SkiSoft Publishing Corp. 

[800] 662-3622, [617] 863-1876 
Reader Service No. 68j 
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Cruise the Internet 

C ■ 

as last as modemly 
possible. 



The U.S. Robotics 
Sportster is the fastest, most 
reliable modem you can buy. For 
compatibility, connectivity and cumulative throughput, the 
Sportster proved to excel well beyond its nearest competitors 
in two separate and equally uncompromising independent 
lab tests. And during this incredible comparative exhibition, 
it not only outperformed other 28.8 Kbps modems, it 
outperformed the ratified standard for speed by working 
beautifully in a 33.6 Kbps mode. 

And as if that weren't enough, the Sportster also comes 


' with a kit containing everything 
you need to get on the Internet 
immediately. This kit includes a user- 
friendly 150-page World Wide Web guide book written just 
for the Sportster, software for optimum Web navigation, and 
free registration with NetCom, GNN®and CompuServe® 
Internet Division. 

For the dealer nearest you, call us at 1 -800-DIAL-USR 
(http://www.usr.com) right away. Because when it comes to 
a modem this fast, the faster you 
get it the better. 


U.S. Robotics, the USRobotics logo and Sportster are registered trademarks and True V.34 is a trademark of U.S. Robotics. All other product names 
are used for identification purposes only, and may be trademarks and/or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 
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Internet Power Tools 


Free Phone Calls on the Net 



Want to make calls across the 
country or around the world 
without spending a dime on 
long-distance charges? If you 
have an Internet connection 
and a sound card, just add 
Internet-phone software to 
talk for free over the Net. Some 
caveats: You still have to pay 
for your Internet connection; 
sound quality and reliability 
can be spotty; and—at least for 
now—you can talk only to 
people who are using the same 
Internet-phone software. 

Even so, Internet phones are 
quickly moving from the 
hobby den to the small office. 
We examined the top three 
Internet voice-communication 
products: Third Planet Pub¬ 
lishing’s DigiPhone, Vocal¬ 
Tec’s Internet Phone 3.0, and 
Quarterdeck’s WebTalk. 

Digital Dial Tone Quar¬ 
terdeck’s WebTalk is a breeze 
to use and works well with 
most sound cards. It comes 
with lots of useful extras, 
including a complimentary sec¬ 
ond license for a friend, a bun¬ 
dled copy of Quarterdeck’s 
Mosaic Web browser, and 
Labtec’s first-rate microphone. 
To place a call, simply punch in 
the Internet address of the per¬ 
son you’re trying to reach, and 
WebTalk takes care of the rest. 

WebTalk’s interface features 
slider controls for volume and 
microphone sensitivity. It also 
has well-designed configura¬ 
tion dialog boxes and a text- 
chat feature that lets you send 
ASCII data over your Web¬ 
Talk connection. In fact, the 
only thing missing is an 
encryption option, which is 
where DigiPhone comes in. 

Private Line Third Planet 
Publishing’s DigiPhone is a 
more limited Internet phone, 
but it’s ideal for users who 
need to connect to the same 


group of individuals repeat¬ 
edly. DigiPhone is also the 
only one that includes a voice- 
encryption option to safeguard 
the privacy of your calls. 

Operating DigiPhone is 
straightforward. To make a 
call, enter the Internet address 
of the user you wish to con¬ 
tact, and click on the Call but¬ 
ton. DigiPhone then initiates 
the call. Third Planet pub¬ 
lishes a directory of registered 
DigiPhone customers, and 
you can store an unlimited 
number of user addresses in 
the address book. 

Although DigiPhone’s 
interface is adequate, it could 
be better. A few more drop¬ 
down lists for placing phone 
calls (instead of blank input 


fields), and a slider control for 
volume would make the prod¬ 
uct much more usable. 

The First Voice Vocal¬ 
Tec’s Internet Phone was one 
of the first Internet voice- 
communication products on 
the market, and it’s beginning 
to show its age. Aimed primar¬ 
ily at hobbyists and Net 
enthusiasts, Internet Phone 
uses a server-based communi¬ 
cations model reminiscent of 
Internet relay chat, another ad 
hoc communications medium. 

To place calls with Internet 
Phone you first install the soft¬ 
ware and then connect to one 
of VocalTec’s servers, which 
are located in a variety of major 
metropolitan areas around the 
globe. These servers maintain a 
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DigiPhone 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A simple, secure Web 
phone, but it can’t top 
Ouarterdeck's WebTalk. 


$49 est. street price 
Third Planet Publishing 
[214)733-4790 
Reader Service No. 684 

Internet Phone 3.0 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The most limited— 
and expensive—of the three, 
but it includes a global 
directory of users. 


$60 est. street price 
VocalTec 

[800) 843-2289, (201) 768-9400 
Reader Service No. 68 j 

WebTalk 

Verdict: The easiest Web 
phone available —and the 
microphone's included. 


$49 est. street price 
Quarterdeck 

(800) 683-6696, (310) 309-3700 
Reader Service No. 686 


database of other registered 
Internet Phone users. You can 
search for callers by name or by 
special-interest topics that 
range from cooking to sports. 
Unfortunately, because Inter¬ 
net Phone is dependent on 
servers, you can’t use it to place 
calls over a LAN or WAN. 

If you’re interested in a 
server-based Internet phone 
that comes with a directory of 
people you can call, Vocal¬ 
Tec’s Internet Phone is a fine 
solution for you. If privacy is 
your greatest concern, turn to 
Third Planet Publishing’s 
DigiPhone, the only Internet 
phone that offers encryption. 
But the best all-around value 
is by far Quarterdeck’s Web¬ 
Talk. RANDALL C. KENNEDY 
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Find It Fast on the Web 



Computer games used to be 
the big PC productivity 
busters, but they can’t hold a 
candle to the inexhaustibly 
intriguing Internet. When you 
log on to search for a simple 
bit of information, you often 
find yourself sidetracked, wan¬ 
dering off in myriad directions. 
That’s why a top-notch Web- 
search engine is one of the 
most important Internet power 
tools you can have. 

We examined three of the 
best free search services: Alta 
Vista, Infoseek Guide, and 
Yahoo—link to all of them 
from PC Computing’s Web 
site (www.pccomputing.com). 
We also looked at Infoseek 
Professional, which costs $4.95 
a month, to see how the free 
search sites stack up against 
this pay-as-you-go option. 

View from the Top Digi¬ 
tal Equipment’s free Alta Vista 
is the most advanced search 
site of this bunch. While other 
search engines claim to have 
larger Web-page databases or 
more refined search tools, 
they simply can’t match Alta 
Vista’s volume of information. 

In our tests, Alta Vista’s 
query results were both more 
thorough and more accurate. In 
other words, it returns the 
longest list of hits that match 
your search criteria. Plus, Alta 
Vista provides site summaries 
so you don’t waste time chas¬ 
ing down blind alleys. 

Launch Pad Yahoo capi¬ 
talizes on an Internet conven¬ 
tion called the link list to build a 
giant navigable index of links, 
organized by topic, to Web 
sites. Yahoo includes Web 
Launch, a list of new Web sites. 
In addition to using the basic 
index, you can grab news head¬ 
lines and Picks of the Week. 

Yahoo (which has a strate¬ 
gic partnership with Ziff- 


Davis/SoftBank, the parent 
publishing company of PC 
Computing ) is reorganizing 
some of its main topic areas. As 
it stands, it’s easy to become 
bewildered as you tunnel many 
levels deep into certain search 
categories. The addition of 
OpenText search technology is 
a major improvement, too. 

Look It Up Infoseek has 
two unique and useful search 
services: Infoseek Guide and 
Infoseek Professional. Info¬ 
seek Guide is the company’s 
free Web-page search tool. Its 
strengths are twofold: It has an 
amazingly accurate search 


engine as well as an up-to-date 
directory. Currency, however, 
is also its Achilles heel, because 
it doesn’t often pick up items 
more than a few months old. 

Infoseek Professional is a 
membership-based search tool. 
For about $5 a month (fees 
vary), you get the same Web, 
Usenet, FTP, and gopher 
resources you get with Info¬ 
seek Guide. But with Infoseek 
Professional you can search 
and retrieve documents from 
16 additional databases. Some 
of these databases require extra 
fees, but the sheer amount of 
data is staggering. If research is 


Alta Vista 

irfcki 

Verdict: Very accurate, fast, 
comprehensive, and free. 


Site: www.altavista.digital.com 
Digital Equipment Corp. 

Reader Service No. 68/ 

Infoseek Guide 

irfafck 

Verdict: Powerful free search 
site that keeps improving. 


Site: www.infoseek.com/home 
Infoseek Corp. 

Reader Service No. 688 

Infoseek 

Professional 

irkkkk 

Verdict: An inexpensive search 
tool for serious researchers. 


$4.95 per month, fees vary 
Site: www.infoseek.com 
Infoseek Corp. 

Reader Service No. 689 

Yahoo 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A popular, fun, a 
free Web-search service. 


Site: www.yahoo.com 
Reader Service No. 690 


a regular part of your job, 
Infoseek Professional is worth 
the money. 

Overall, Alta Vista is the best 
choice. Its only shortcoming is 
that it can’t serve a large num¬ 
ber of users simultaneously. 
Infoseek Guide is an acceptable 
fallback. When you don’t know 
the address of the site you’re 
looking for, or you want to 
learn about a specific subject on 
the Web, Yahoo is the best tool 
for the job. (Besides, Yahoo is 
just plain fun.) And if you need 
access to loads of data, Infoseek 
Professional is well worth the 
cover charge. SCOT FINNIE 
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The Compaq LTE 5000 Can Be 
Anything You Want It To Be. 



And Now, It Can Be Yours 
For Just $2,899.’ 


We figured you’d expect the Compaq® LTE® 5000 to come 
complete with a powerful Pentium® processor, 8MB RAM, 
a 10.4" color dual scan display and two PCMCIA slots. 
Standard. So what makes this notebook so exceptional? 

Well, the LTE S000 is completely modular, so you 
can mix and match capabilities however you like. You 
can add an optional QuadSpeed CD-ROM drive, an extra 
battery — or even an extra hard drive. Just plug your 
choice of interchangeable devices into the front-loading 


Multi Bay” and the LTE 5000 is as flexible as you are — no 
matter where you take it. 

Then, whenever you need it, you can add the optional 
MultiBay Expansion Base, with integrated Ethernet. You’ll 
get two more MultiBays — for additional modular devices, 
and the ultimate mix of power and flexibility. 

You’ll find that the best thing about the LTE 5000 is 
what you make of it. So call one of the numbers below, 
and make one yours today. 


1-800-888-5569 COMPAQ. 1-800-345-1518 

WEEKDAYS 7-7, SAT. 9-3 CST n - FOR THE NAME OF YOUR NEAREST 

ASK FOR OUR NEW FREE CATALOG DireCtrlUS COMPAQ AUTHORIZED RESELLER 

' \ll pri, , - s|„,»,i ,,r. < < • i „ | uq I III. , i Pin- p II. . - R| M ||, , |,| I, , s iii.u \ ai \ < >lli, I I, L available . , .ill L .1 pi 1. up > all la I. aw pi 1, . - I < a-onn i- pi"' id, d !■ u • I- 1 1 
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Warranty. Offer available in the U.S. only © 1996 Compaq Computer Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Compaq and the Compaq Logo Registered U.S. Patent and T 


pentium® 


Three-Year Worldwide Lir 
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Web Publishing Comes Alive 



Many Faces of Multimedia: 

Macromedia's Director 5 opens 
new worlds for multimedia and 
Internet publishing. The new 
plug-in architecture lets you add 
elements and updates to your 
multimedia applications or publish 
them on the Web. 


A. Test and view your 
creations on the Stage. 

B. Each Cast member 
is fully editable. 

C. The new debugger 
lets you instantly 
pinpoint bad code. 



Lights, Camera, 
Internet: The free 
Shockwave for 
Director developer’s 
kit lets you turn any 
Directorfileintoa 
Shockwave file and 
embed it into your 
HTML Web pages. 


CD-ROM isn’t 


days. High-speed Internet 
connections are making the 
Web an increasingly attractive 
means of delivering live, inter¬ 
active content. Macromedia’s 
Director opens a new world 
for anyone interested in online 
multimedia publishing. The 
latest version of the program, 
Director 5, is difficult to use, 
but it’s the most powerful mul¬ 
timedia authoring tool you’ll 
find—whether you’re publish¬ 
ing on CD or the Internet. 

Shocking Development 
Macromedia’s Shockwave, a 
program for creating anima¬ 
tions on the Web, caused quite 
a stir when it was released a few 
months ago. With Director 5, 
developers can effortlessly con¬ 
vert existing Director files into 
Shockwave files and embed 
them into their Web pages. The 
Shockwave development kit 
and viewer are available for free 
from the Macromedia Web site 
(www.macromedia.com). 

The downside is that most 
Shockwave files are huge. Even 
though they’re compressed to 
half the size of the original 
Director file, it’s difficult to 
produce something smaller 
than 200K—and impossible if 
you include much sound or 
any digital video. 

Another big development is 
Director’s new plug-in envi¬ 
ronment. The included soft¬ 
ware-development kit, called 
Lingo Xtras, lets you add a vari¬ 
ety of new elements to any 
completed application created in 
Director 5. The coolest new 
feature lets you plug in Cast 
members, or multimedia ele¬ 
ments. In other words, if you 
want to create a multimedia 
magazine, for example, you can 


supply users with the main 
interface and framework, and 
then add monthly updates in 
the form of Cast members. 

Curtain Call Cast mem¬ 
ber files are smaller than entire 
Director movies. That alone 
can save publishers millions of 
dollars in CD-ROM produc¬ 
tion. Rather than burning and 
distributing a new CD-ROM 
every time a product is 
updated, publishers can pro¬ 
vide users with downloadable 
updates. This mimics the phi¬ 
losophy behind Sun Micro¬ 
system’s Java, where users 
download only the parts of a 
program they plan to use. 


Already thinking of 20 
interesting applications to cre¬ 
ate? Not so fast. Director is 
still a bear to use. Its pro¬ 
gramming language. Lingo, 
isn’t modeled after any stan¬ 
dard programming language. 
Therefore, developers crossing 
over from Microsoft’s Visual 
Basic or any other authoring 
tool will have to spend time 
learning Lingo’s nuances. And, 
unlike other authoring tools 
that automate common func¬ 
tions, Director requires script¬ 
ing for almost every action. 
While the language hasn’t 
changed from previous ver¬ 
sions, new debugging tools cut 
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Director 5 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The premier 
multimedia authoring tool for 
Web and CD development. 
Pros: Easy Internet conversion 
tools, and a plug-in architecture 
that supports Cast members 
and OLE. 

Cons: Scripting is required for 
many simple actions, and the 
learning curve is steep. 
Competition: Asymetrix's 
Multimedia Toolbox, Motion 
Works' MediaShop, and 
Microsoft's Visual Basic don’t 
match Director's powerful 
multimedia features or simple 
Internet integration. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, 

486 CPU, 8MB of RAM. 

Online Extras: Download the 
Shockwave plug-in for Netscape 
and see examples of what 
Director 5 can do, at 
PC Computing Online 
(www.pccomputing.com). 


$850 est. street price 
Macromedia 

(800) 326-2128, (415) 252-2000 
Reader Service No. 691 


down on production time by 
pinpointing bad code and set¬ 
ting break points to help iso¬ 
late bad scripting. 

For creating basic interac¬ 
tive presentations or applica¬ 
tions, you’re better off with a 
simpler—and less expensive— 
solution. Ulead Systems’ 
MediaStudio Pro and Scala’s 
MM 100 are easier to use for 
lighter development needs. But 
for heavy-duty multimedia 
development, either for CD- 
ROM or the Internet, Direc¬ 
tor is the way to go. While it’s 
not the simplest route, it’s one 
of the most powerful packages 
around. JACK LYON 
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The Best Products for 
Internet Graphics and Publishing! 


The 32-bit Database Publisher For The Internet! 
9 Publish data directly to the Internet 
9 Create up-to-date online stock reports, 
catalogs, phone lists and much more 
9 Format and publish information quickly 
and easily 

9 No HTML knowledge required 
For Windows®95 and Windows NT™ 


Over 7,500 Internet-ready Clipart Images! 
9 Over 7,500 Internet-ready images in GIF or 
JPEG formats 

9 Visual file manager makes it easy to preview, 
organize and access all of your images 
9 Full-color reference manual included 

For Windows®3.1x- Runs on Windows®95 
and Windows NT™ 


The easiest way to surf 
and gather information 
on the Internet 
3) 8 powerful utilities 
Over 400.000 Internet site 
directory listings 
-j Home Page Author. 

Personal Stock Ticker, 

| Corel FTP and more! 


Fast, Easy and Amazing 
32-bit Graphics! 

-j Powerful and flexible vector and 
bitmap illustration 
Ultra-fast redraw 
Drag and drop fonts, clipart, 
textures and more! 


TigerHrect 


From the makers 
of CorelDRAW.™ 


1-613-728-0826 ( 










FILEBOX 


Out-of-Site Web Browsing 



Offline Browsing: Hate waiting for Web pages to 
load? Milktruck Delivery [above] and WebWhacker 
grab sites off the Web and stash them on your hard 
drive, where you can view them with a browser. 
Graphics and links appear just as they do online. 

Grabbing Groups: 

WebWhacker lets 
you create as many 
folders as you need 
to store offline 
images of similar 
sites in one place. 



Surfing the Inter¬ 
net with a slow 

PREVIEW “ 1973 

Ford Pinto—you’ll eventually 
get where you’re going, but it 
might be a long, shaky trip. If 
you don’t have the cash to 
upgrade to a Cadillac, don’t 
fret. Two new programs, 
Milktruck Delivery and Fore- 
Front’s WebWhacker, let you 
park your modem while they 
do the driving. 

Both utilities grab Web sites 
off the Internet and stash them 
on your hard drive, from 
where you can view them 
offline at any time. Although 
you explore the sites locally 
with a browser, all the graphics 
and links appear just as they 
would online. Even sound files 
and Java applets are imported 
intact. If you have a speedy 
connection at work but a slow 
one at home, download sites at 
your office and browse them 
at home. Or transfer them to 
your notebook and read them 
on the road. Both Milktruck 
Delivery and WebWhacker are 
available for purchase from 
their Web sites, both are com¬ 
patible with most major 
browsers, and both will save 
you time and money. How¬ 
ever, each has its own advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages. 

Direct Download Web¬ 
Whacker works like a screen- 
capture utility with a few twists. 
Enter a URL and the program 
finds the site, and copies it to a 
designated folder. Get one Web 
site at a time, or download sev¬ 
eral with one whack. Save a 
large site and all of its links, or 
grab only certain pages of a site. 
Whatever you choose, the files 
are saved on your system for 
future browsing. 

Milktruck Delivery takes a 
slightly different approach. In 


addition to standard Web sites, 
it also lets you visit several 
popular subscription sites, 
such as ESPN’s SportsZone, 
CNN Interactive, or the Spot, 
using a “subscription” form. 
Milktruck Delivery launches 
your browser and delivers sub¬ 
scription sites to a central page 
called Doorstep. 

Move through each deliv¬ 
ered site with your browser, or 
search an index that outlines all 
the captured links within each 
site and marks the ones that are 
new or unread. The Package 
Design feature works more 
like WebWhacker: Enter any 
URL for delivery. As with 
WebWhacker, you can set 
size limits on sites, depending 
on your needs and available 
hard drive space. 

Even on a Tl line, small sites 
take about a minute to retrieve, 
while large sites take at least ten 


minutes. Milktruck Delivery 
promises a feature for advance 
scheduling in its final version, 
but it wasn’t available in our 
preview copy. 

Discount Delivery Even 
without the scheduling feature, 
however, Milktruck Delivery 
offers more options for a better 
price. Milktruck Delivery will 
increase its roster of subscrip¬ 
tion sites in the future, and 
although you have to request 
updates every day, it delivers 
only the information that 
changes. While some people 
might prefer WebWhacker’s 
no-nonsense style, we liked 
Milktruck’s integrated Web 
design and charming delivery 
motif. WebWhacker is cer¬ 
tainly adequate, but you’re 
better off buying Milktruck 
and applying the extra $20 to 
your fast-modem savings 
fund. julie McCullough 
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Milktruck Delivery 

Verdict: An imaginative, 
effective way to bring your Web 
browsing up to speed and offline. 
Pros: Brings any Web site right 
to your hard drive. 

Cons: Requires a Winsock 
connection; America Online and 
Prodigy users are locked out. 
System Requirements: 

386 CPU, 1MB of RAM, 10MB of 
hard disk space, CompuServe or 
Internet connection. 

Online Extras: Purchase 
Milktruck from www.milktruck 
.com. You'll also find a live 
link to the site at 
PC Computing Online 
(www.pccomputing.com). 


$30 est. street price 
Milktruck, LLC 
[408] 245-7238 
Reader Service No. 692 

WebWhacker 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A capable but 
expensive offline browser; 
the competition does the 
same for less. 

Pros: Simply and thoroughly 
downloads Web sites to your 
hard drive. 

Cons: The interface lacks the 
friendly look and feel of a Web 
browser; doesn’t support 
subscription sites. 

System Requirements: 

386 CPU, 4MB of RAM, 10MB of 
hard disk space, Internet access. 
Online Extras: Purchase a 
copy of WebWhacker from 
Forefront’s Web site 
(www.ffg.com). You’ll also find 
a live linkto Forefront’s site at 
PC Computing Online 
(www.pccomputing.com). 


$50 est. street price 
ForeFront Group 
[800] 867-1101, [713] 961 -1101 
Reader Service No. 693 
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WITH pcANYWHERE32,Y0U GET REMOTE ACCESS THAT’S 
SO FAST AND EASY YOU MAY NEVER COME BACK TO THE OFFICE. 


SYMANTEC. 


TRY pcANYWHERE32 
FOR FREE 

Introducing the first remote control 
solution that takes full advantage of the 32-bit 
power of Windows 95 and Windows NT. 

pcANYWHERE32™ gives you 
remote control, file transfer 
and communications in a single 
package so you get the fastest 


access to your remote PC, network servers, 
printers, applications and files. PCWEEKLABS 

That’s 25% faster access to Analyses 

Word, Excel and PowerPoint'^^^HOIGE 
files than with any other remote Des|gnedJgr 
access product. Which means 
you’ll spend less time staring at 
that hourglass and spend less Microsoft® 
money on your phone bills. WindOWS®95 

pcANYWHERE32 even lets you increase 
the speed of remote control sessions by 
reducing the graphics load. With ColorScale’," 
you can limit the total number of colors 
transmitted-all the way down to black and 
white for optimal performance. And you 
can automatically disable host wallpaper 
and screen savers. Our Quick Start Wizards 
simplify set-up and configuration so you can 
connect and remotely access applications 
and data quickly and easily. 

To get your free 30-day trial disks, just 
call 1-800-240-2279 ext. 9338. Or for 
more information, visit us on the Web at 
www.symantec.com. So wherever you go, 
the office can follow. 
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Berlitz for the Infobahn 



With most browsers you can 
surf the Web in any language 
you want—as long as it’s Eng¬ 
lish. In the past, if you wanted 
to post pages or cruise the Web 
in languages other than Eng¬ 
lish—especially ones like Ara¬ 
bic or Japanese that require a 
specialized font—you had to 
deal with oddball character 
codes, specialized browsers, 
and gigantic graphic files. 

Not anymore. Internet with 
an Accent makes Web surfing 
and publishing truly cos¬ 
mopolitan. Internet with an 
Accent includes a Web 
browser, Web-page editor, and 
mail program. The program 
handles more than 30 lan¬ 
guages and numerous charac¬ 
ter sets with aplomb. You can 
even specify the language you 
want to use in your menus. 

The program’s graphical 
page editor, Multilingual 


Publisher, is a powerful 
HTML editor that lets you 
create and edit pages in a vari¬ 
ety of foreign languages. 
Multilingual Publisher saves 
files either in standard 8-bit 
character sets or in the 16-bit 
Unicode standard, which 


encompasses most of the 
world’s languages. Currently, 
Internet with an Accent is the 
only mainstream Web tool 
that supports Unicode sites. 
Internet with an Accent’s 
browser, Multilingual Mosaic, 
supports tables as well as other 


Internet with an 
Accent 

Verdict: A terrific multilingual 
browser and HTML editor. 
Pros: A browser, Web-page 
editor, and mail program in one. 
Cons: The browser’s hotlist 
feature lacks folders. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1 or later, 4MB of RAM. 


$79 est. street price 
Accent Worldwide 
(800) 535-5256, (714) 223-0620 
Reader Service No. 694 


HTML 3.0 enhancements. 

If your business partners or 
customers speak languages 
other than English, your Web 
pages should, too. Internet 
with an Accent makes that 
possible—for a very reason¬ 
able price. DYLAN TWENEY 


Surf ’n’ Print 

The Portable Internet 



Take It with You: BookMaker’s 
Surf ’n’ Print turns Web pages into 
great-looking, portable booklets. 


That huge resource we call the 
Internet is more like a vast 
wasteland if you can’t use its 
information. Portability is a 
big part of the problem: Tak¬ 
ing Web pages with you is eas¬ 
ier said than done. 

One solution is Book- 
Maker’s Surf ’n’ Print. For a 
mere $15, Surf ’n’ Print lets 
you print pages from your 
favorite Web site (or any other 
application) into neat booklets 
that are perfectly portable. 

When you choose File, 
Print from your browser or 
application, Surf ’n’ Print 
notes the Web address or file¬ 
name of the item to be printed. 
Once you’ve chosen options 
for your booklet from the 


original application, just click 
on Print within Surf ’n’ Print. 
It puts the Web pages or docu¬ 
ments correctly on the page. 
When your file stops printing, 
follow the provided instruc¬ 
tions for inserting the paper 


back into the printer 
to make your book¬ 
let two-sided. Fold 
and staple the pages, 
and you’re set. 

Surf’n’Print was 
easy to use once we 
got the hang of it, 
but the application 
doesn’t have any 
tutorials for first¬ 
time users. With 
trial-and-error and 
online help, we 
muddled through to get the 
booklets printing. 

BookMaker’s Surf ’n’ Print 
is a limited utility, but for just 
$15, you can’t beat the iow 
price of taking the Internet 
with you. KYLA K. CARLSON 
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Surf ’n’ Print 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Take the Internet on 
the road in an easy-to-read and 
compact format. 

Pros: Creates neat and tidy 
booklets of information from 
Internet pages orany 
application. 

Cons: Getting started is tricky; 
the program lacks tutorials and 
tips on howto begin. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1 or later, 4MB of 
RAM, 1MB of hard disk space. 


$15 est. street price 
BookMaker Corp. 

(800) 766-8531, (415) 854-8161 
Reader Service No. 69s 
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STARTING/AT 


FASTER than a bolt of lightning, more powerful than a burst of thunder, ALR's 
EVOLUTION 6 series is taking the business world by storm. Featuring the 
ALR evolution dual6 power of Pentium® Pro technology with speeds of 
150-MHz Pentium Pro processor up , 0 200-MHz, these two new systems are going 
Mini Tower Model to improve the forecast for your business. 

16-MB ECC Memory 



ALR EVOLUTION DUAL6 is 
one of the industry's first PCs 
to offer an immediate upgrade pentium®PRO 
path to dual Pentium Pro tech- 
nology. In other words, you can get the power of a 
high-performance RISC-based workstation for 
thousands of dollars less. Its the power you need to take advantage of 32-bit oper¬ 
ating systems such as Windows® NT, SCO® UNIX, and Novell® NetWare” SMP. 


$3795 


With room for up to 512-MB of RAM and over 16-GB of storage, the EVOLUTION 
DUAL6 has the performance and expandability you're looking for in a small busi¬ 
ness server. A suite of built-in Hardware alr evolution 6 

Management Features prevents downtime by 150 ' MHz Pen,lum Pra Processor 

monitoring critical information such as CPU temper- Mini TO wer Model 

ature, fan speed, and system voltage. Or just add a 16_MB Memory 

128-MB Max Memory 

high performance PCI video card, and you’ve got 256 . KB lntesrate() u cache 
the ultimate CAD, scientific or animation workstation. p ™ s * Bus Architecture 
Six Total Storage Bays 
Six Total Expansion Slots 

Trying to fit Pentium Pro technology into a 200 Watt Pme , Snpp i y 

tight budget? Then check out the ALR EVOLU- 5 Vear/ 36 Month warranty 

TION 6.This value-packed PC offers a 150- or nrstvOT^tesmnce 

200-MHz Pentium Pro chip and 1 6-MB of RAM $ .299 5 

for as little as $3495 MSRP. Yet even at this low MSRP 

price, it takes full advantage of the Pentium Pro chip’s most advanced features, 
including Dynamic Execution. 


ALR EVOLUTION DUAL6 


i 





I system you choose, 

I you'll receive the quali- 
ty and reliability that 
you've come to expect from ALR's 
award-winning servers and worksta¬ 
tions. Quality that's backed by ALR's 
5 Year/36 Month Limited Warranty 
and industry leading service and 



ALR EVOLUTION 6 


To start taking advantage of the electrifying performance of ALR's EVOLUTION 6 series, 

visit your local ALR reseller. o>«i 1-800-444-4ALR 
(ref# 5208) 


ALR 

Advanced Logic Research, Inc. 


I CompuServe- go alrinc. a. 



Circle 119 on reader service card. 
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Cruise Control on the 1-Way 



How many differ- 


have a Tl connection at work, 
a direct dial-up link at home, 
and a CompuServe or Amer¬ 
ica Online account, you could 
be juggling a confusing array 
of bookmarks, hotlists, and 
favorites—none of which 
relate to one another. Starfish’s 
Internet Dashboard gives you 
one intuitive set of controls for 
cruising the Internet. It’s not a 
browser, but rather a 32-bit 
Windows 95 utility that 
bridges the gaps between dif¬ 
ferent browsers and neighbor¬ 
hoods on the I-Way. 

Internet Dashboard lets you 
turn your World Wide Web 
URLs, FTP addresses, and 
online-service forums into 
Windows 95 shortcuts that 


you drag onto Dashboard’s 
diminutive panels. Instead of 
negotiating different addresses 
in different browsers, you click 
on a Quick Launch button and 
let Internet Dashboard open 
the right browser. 


Even if you have only one 
Internet on-ramp, Internet 
Dashboard makes your trip 
much smoother. It accurately 
tracks your connect time by 
session, day, month, and year, 
and lets you know the minute 


Internet Dashboard 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: An intelligent way to 
cruise through cyberspace. 

Pros: A single interface for all 
your online and Internet 
connections. 

Cons: Another interface to 
learn and master. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 95,486 CPU. 


$50 est. street price 
Starfish Software 
[800)765-7839.(408)461-5800 
Reader Service No. 696 


your free access time runs out 
for services. 

If you want to streamline 
your Internet connections and 
decrease your online costs, 
check out Starfish’s Internet 
Dashboard. MIKE hogan 


DigitalStyle WebSuite 

Instant Web-Page Makeover 



All Dressed Up: WebSuite 
provides the tools you need to 
add stylish graphics to your sites. 


Do your Web 


to wade through page after 
page of plain text? Dress up 
those tired gray sites with the 
help of some expensive eye 
candy, courtesy of Digital- 
Style’s WebSuite. 

WebSuite’s purpose is sim¬ 
ple: It collects and organizes 
decorative images so you can 
include them in your Web 
pages. Its style groups contain 
professional-looking bullets, 
separator bars, navigational 
buttons, backgrounds, and title 
bars. Select the item you want, 
and WebSuite either copies it 
to the Clipboard or saves the 
graphic in a folder and places 


an HTML tag on the Clip¬ 
board to reference it. 

Want a classy-looking title? 
Select one of the blank title 
bars and enter your text. Add 
shadowing, colors, and special 
effects, and the title is ready to 
go. WebSuite even estimates 


the size of the resulting 
image file. 

WebSuite’s biggest 
shortcoming is its lack 
of style choices. Only 
4 to 6 style groups are 
included with the 
Standard Edition, and 
25 with the Designer 
Edition—not enough 
to justify the pro¬ 
gram’s high price. 

If you want to add 
lively, coordinated 
graphics to your Web site, 
WebSuite is worth a look. But 
with a price tag of $199, it’s 
not a very cost-effective solu¬ 
tion. Most Web designers are 
better off with a good image 
editor and a cool collection of 
clip art. DYLAN TWENEY 
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WebSuite 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: An easy way to add 
color-coordinated flair to your 
existing Web pages—but style 
choices are limited. 

Pros: Makes it easy to 
incorporate attractive, 
coordinated design elements 
throughout your Web site. 

Cons: The image-editingtools 
are extremely limited; the price 
is prohibitive. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 95,486 CPU. 


$199 est. street price for 
Standard Edition; 

$529 for Designer Edition 
DigitalStyle Corp. 

(800) 388-7895, (619) 673-5057 
Reader Service No. 707 
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The world’s most powerful graphics accelerator is coming fast. 
And just wait till you see how fast it goes. 

If you’ve got a Pentium™ or a Pentium Pro, check it out. 

http://www.nine.com/imagine2 

Or call 1-800-GET NINE 


Irmgitre and Number Nine logo are trademark of Number Nine Visual Technology Corporation. AH other trademark are properties oftbeir respective owners. 01996Number Nine Visual Technology Corporation. 

Circle 290 on reader service cord. 




to write. 



Introducing new Microsoft Word 

for Windows 95. 

The connection between the ideas in your head and the words on your 
screen becomes immediate, almost seamless. Thoughts, sentences, 
paragraphs flow continuously, uninterrupted by software. You don’t stop 
writing to format your documents. AutoFormat knows when you are trying 
to create a numbered list and automatically indents and inserts the next number. 
You don't stop to correct words when you capitalize the wrong letter, or when you 
inadvertently hit Caps Lock. AutoCorrect fixes them as soon as you hit the spacebar. 
These are examples of Microsoft® IntelliSense™ technology. Technology that recognizes 
what you are doing and helps you do it faster. Technology that makes it easier for 
you to focus on your work, because you spend less time making the software work. 


The software learns your typing habits. It lets you concentrate on 

the words, not on how to spell them. 

Spell-checking now happens on the fly, as you type. Misspelled words are underlined 

so you can correct them as you go. Click on the right mouse button and alternative 
spellings appear. Common mistakes everyone makes when typing are corrected 

by the software automatically. (Thier is changed to Their every time you type it.) 

And it learns to recognize both the idiosyncratic mistakes you have a tendency to make, and the peculiar names, 

abbreviations, and spellings you don’t want it to correct. If you override a correction, it adds the word or 

phrase to its exceptions list and never makes that change again. It has even learned to speak your language. 

If you have a question, you ask the Answer Wizard in plain English. “How do I. make'this into two columns?” 

It gives you step-by-step instructions. You stop working only long enough to type in your question. 



Microsoft 
















Share your words on paper, in e-mail, over the Internet, or wherever your ideas need to be seen. 





Now you can take full advantage of Windows 95. 

New Microsoft Word is designed to work hand-in-hand 
with the 32-bit performance, advanced multitasking, 
and simplified user interface of the Windows 95 
operating system. It integrates seamlessly with the 
other programs in new Microsoft Office. The combination 
of new programs and a new operating system makes 
computing fundamentally faster and easier. Easier 
for you to focus on your work, not on your software. 


With WordMail’s connection to the Microsoft Exchange; Inbox in Windows® 95, you can write e-mail messages j 
using the many formatting options of Microsoft Word to communicate more clearly, more convincingly. 
Use the Highlighter to emphasize key information. Make your case in ways you 
never could with traditional e-mail editors. You can share documents with 

clients and coworkers, make suggestions, and indicate changes using 
Word’s many revision tools. And you can use the Internet Assistant* for Word 
to browse the World Wide Web and author your own documents there. 





Microsoft Project for Windows 95 


Now you can manage projects more simply, more smoothly, by communicating project information 
as it occurs. With Microsoft® Project you can convey project status quickly and effectively so 
your boss, customers, and coworkers are always in the loop. From sharing task deadlines 
and responsibilities, to letting people know about changes and the impact they’ll have on 
the deadline, you have the tools to organize your projects into manageable steps and keep 
them moving in the right direction. Microsoft Project unlocks the doors of communication 
and gives you the power to navigate the most efficient route to a successful end product. 



Graphical views let teammates visualize where the project is going. 

With Microsoft Project you can display project data in ways that everyone can understand. Great-looking 
Gantt Charts integrate text, timelines and graphical bars so everyone can see start and finish dates, inter¬ 
dependencies and task assignments. Throughout your project, you can also use a 
Monthly Calendar report to share your plan'in a format that’s clear and easy to 
read. And since Microsoft Project shares many of the same ke|pommands 
with other Office applications, it will be easy to create schedules and reports. 
But if at any time you need help, type in a question and the Answer Wizard 
gives you the information you need. Microsoft Project helps you illustrate 
every phase of your project so you and your team keep your goals in sight. 


Microsoft 
















Start 


Now you can take full advantage of Windows 95. 

Microsoft Projects the world's best selling project management software 
and now is optimized to work hand-in-hand with the 32-bit performance, 
advanced multitasking, and simplified user interface of the Windows* 95 
operating system. Together, they help open the lines of communication. 
Together,'! they heip ydki ■enhance the way you manage your projects. . 


Keep everyone moving on the same track with open lines of communic; 


Microsoft Project is completely integrated with a wide range of e-mail systems’ and; 
so that with a single click, changes and additions are immediately distributed to and from 

teammates. Assignments, task changes, and progress can be communicated and 
[without ever reentering information, so you save time and eliminate mistakes. And because 
^Microsoft Project is a member of the Office family, sharing data between programs is easy. 

■For example, you can start building a schedule by simply dragging a task list out of Microsoft 
(Excel and dropping it directly into your Microsoft Project plan. You keep communication clear 
and information consistent and your project continues to move exactly the way you planned 




CorelDRAW 6 - Multiple Document Interface, i 
speed, power and precision 


CorelDRAW 6 is here!!! With awesome speed, power and 
accuracy plus hundreds of enhancements, CorelDRAW 6 is 


the most robust graphics software suite available. 
CorelDRAW 6 offers fully featured software 
applications for illustration, photo-editing and 
bitmap creation, business and multimedia 
presentations, 3D rendering and animation. Also 
includes eight great utilities and incredible libraries. 



Includes 
« CorelDRAW ^ 

Corel PHOTO-PAINT 6 
CorelDREAM 3D 6 
Corel MOTION 3D 6 
Corel PRESENTS"6 


Plus 

* 25,000 clipart images and symbols 
» 1,000 photos 

‘ 1,000 TrueType® and Type I fonts 
t Over 750 3D models 





ELEK'TEK 

CorelDRAW 5 to CorelDRAW 6 
Upgrade 

$249"* 

The Computer Wonderland 

1 - 800 - 395-1000 

CorelDRAW 6 
$449.99 CD-ROM Version 



Circle 231 on reader service card. 




























f I HARD W A R E 5 Budget-priced Pentiums • Citizen Printiva 600C • H P DeskJet 820Cse • 
■ Pioneer DW-S114X CD Recorder • HPScanJet 4Si • Ascend Pipeline 50 vs. Shivalntegrator 100 


Compaq Presario 9240 


Presario Bids Goodbye to Paper 


Silly you. Thought 

cnfak! Compaq ’ s Pre ' 

mm thing, didn’Tyou? 
Pentium power, multimedia 
sound, video, a fast fax modem, 
and built-in telephony— 
what’s missing? How about 
document management? 

The Presario 9240 comes 
dressed to the gunwales with 
the features you’d expect in 
any under-$4,000 SOHO 
machine. But it also has a 
phase-dual CD-ROM drive 
(PD-CD). Couple this with 
Compaq’s new scanner key¬ 
board (a $329 option), and you 
can bid goodbye to paper 
receipts, invoices, business 
cards, reports, and other office 
flotsam. Simply scan the docu¬ 
ments into your system, then 
store them on rewritable 
CDs—up to 650MB per disc. 

The drive uses Panasonic’s 
quad-speed Phase Change Dual 
technology. Unlike magneto¬ 
optical drives, which use a bias 
magnet to store data, PD-CD 
drives actually alter the surface 
of the disc with a laser. 

The drive reads normal CDs 
and supports Kodak Photo 
CD, CD-recordable, and 
multisession standards, deliv¬ 
ering transfer rates of up to 
600Kbps. The drive’s rewrit¬ 
able discs cost about $60. 

Paper Tamer The scanner 
keyboard, licensed from 
Visioneer Communications, 
includes PaperPort’s scanning 
software, which lets you high¬ 
light documents, make anno¬ 
tations, and perform keyword 
searches. Print, fax, or link 
your documents to any of 50 
word processors, spreadsheets, 
and graphics packages. The 




Kitchen Sink: Compaq’s Presario 9240 includes 
everything you’d expect from a 133MHz Pentium 
SOHO box-as well as a scanner-equipped keyboard 
and PD-CD drive that stores data on rewritable CDs. 


No Typing: The 

unobtrusive 
grayscale scanner 
embedded in the 
keyboard lets you 
scan anything 
from business 
cards to receipts 
into your PC. 


bundle also includes Xerox’s 
TextBridge OCR program. 

The grayscale scanner sup¬ 
ports resolutions of up to 400 
dpi and has seven settings for 
everything from business cards 
to snapshots and articles. 

Compaq’s system gets high 
marks for all-around usabil¬ 
ity, too. Scanner performance 
is quick and painless on the 
Presario 9240. Kudos to its 
paper-handling mechanism, 
which manages a wide variety 
of textures. And because the 
scanner is embedded at the top 
of the keyboard, it takes up 


less space than Visioneer’s 
$369 PaperPort Vx. 

Powerful Parts The 

machine’s minitower is quiet 
and unobtrusive. Compaq 
added SpeechMail—voice- 
recognition software that lets 
you operate the built-in answer¬ 
ing machine by barking simple 
instructions. It’s unsophisti¬ 
cated but competent. Spatial- 
izer, the 3-D audio technology 
licensed from Audio Labs, is a 
vast improvement over Com¬ 
paq’s previous audio circuitry. 

High-end multimedia will 
cost you, however. The system 


Guide to the Ratings: Excellent '&&&& Good Acceptable 
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Presario 9240 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Everything a SOHO 
business could ash for in a 
system, and then some. 
Pros: Stocked tothe nines— 
with a PD-CD drive to boot. 
Cons: Mediocre multimedia 
and video; you'll want to 
upgrade the standard 1MB of 
VRAM to 2MB. 

Competition: Other SOHO 
systems, such as IBM’s Aptiva 
and Acer’s Aspire, offer 
competitive all-in-one systems 
but lack the optional scanner 
keyboard and PD-CD drive. 
Features as Tested: 
133MHz Pentium, 256KL2 
cache, 16MB of RAM, 1.2GB 
hard drive, quad-speed PD-CD 
drive, 28.8Kbps fax modem with 
telephony, 16-bit audio, dual 
speakers, grayscale scanner 
integrated on keyboard, 
three ISA slots, one PCI/ISA slot, 
one PCI slot. 


$3,647 est. street price 
Compaq Computer Corp. 

(800) 652-6672, (713) 370-0670 
Reader Service No. 697 

comes with 1MB of video 
RAM, but hardware MPEG 
support and wavetable synthesis 
are options you have to pur¬ 
chase separately. And the mon¬ 
itor isn’t included in the price. 

Still, the $2,799 Presario 
9240 is quite a bundle. It comes 
with 16MB of RAM, 256K L2 
cache, a 1.2GB hard drive, and a 
28.8Kbps fax modem. Add the 
scanner keyboard and a 15-inch 
monitor, and the price surges to 
$3,647. But for home and small 
offices, this price fetches a near¬ 
perfect complement of power 
andfeatures. Marty Jerome 


Poor TV Unacceptable 













HI HARDWARE: 

HCW. CompuLink Infinity, Midwest Micro P5-133, Quantex QP5/133 SM-1 


Penny-pinching Pentiums 



Direct Deals: CompuLink’s Infinity (left), Quantex’s 
QP5/133 SM-1 (center), and Midwest Micro’s P5-133 
(right) are all solid 133MHz Pentium systems at 
bargain prices. Quantex’s system offers the best 
overall performance, while MidWest Micro’s Pentium 
features the best 17-inch monitor. 


133MHz Desktop Bargains 

Application Performance 



THE MOST POPULAR WINDOWS BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. 


Close Call: 

Performance won’t 
disappoint on any 
of these 133MHz 
Pentiums, but 
Quantex’s 
QP5/133 SM-1 
offers a slight edge 
in Windows 
applications. 


It’s hard to argue against the 
convenience of buying direct: 
With one phone call, you can 
have a custom-built dream sys¬ 
tem delivered to your doorstep. 
Three companies vying for your 
mail-order business are 
CompuLink Research, Mid- 
West Micro, and Quantex 
MicroSystems. All of them offer 
budget-priced 133MHz Pen¬ 
tiums with all the essentials. 

For less than $2,800, you can 
get a system that includes 
16MB of RAM, at least a 1.2GB 
hard drive, and a 17-inch mon¬ 
itor. MidWest Micro’s P5-133 
Office PC includes an impres¬ 
sive software bundle of Micro¬ 
soft’s Office Professional, 
Bookshelf, and Encarta. Quan¬ 
tex’s QP5/133 SM-1 includes 
Intuit’s Quicken, Grolier’s 
Encyclopedia, GoldDisk’s 
Astound, Cognitech’s Shark- 
Ware, and Novell’s Perfect¬ 
Office business application 
suite. Surprisingly, Compu¬ 
Link’s Infinity P5-133EDO 
doesn’t come with software, 
but it’s the only machine we 
reviewed with an internal 
28.8Kbps fax modem. 

Quality Components 
Once you get past the software, 
you’ll find quality components 
in Quantex’s QP5/133. It 
includes Western Digital’s 
1.6GB Caviar hard drive, a six- 
speed CD-ROM drive, and 
STB Systems’ snappy Power- 
Graph 64 graphics card. While 
its sound card, Ensoniq’s 
Soundscape, wouldn’t be our 
first choice, the combination of 
components give the QP5/133 
the best overall Windows 
speed, the best graphics perfor¬ 
mance, and solid hard-disk per¬ 
formance. The QP5/133 also 
offers the cleanest internal lay¬ 
out and design: Its three PCI 
slots and four ISA slots provide 
lots of room for expansion. 


Guide to the Ratings: 


MidWest Micro’s P5-133 
also turned out impressive 
numbers, yielding the fastest 
hard-disk performance of the 
bunch. The P5-133 trailed the 
QP5/133 only slightly in our 
Windows 95 applications per¬ 
formance tests. Credit that to 
Quantum’s 1.2GB Fireball 
hard drive and Number Nine’s 
9FX Motion 771 graphics 
card—both premium compo¬ 
nents. In addition, the P5-133’s 
17-inch monitor was our 
favorite, displaying crisp images 
and offering easy-to-use con¬ 
trols. The system also includes a 
basic Aztech six-speed CD- 
ROM drive, but no sound card. 

Price Buster Like Quan¬ 
tex’s QP5/133, CompuLink’s 
Infinity P5-133EDO includes 
Western Digital’s enormous 


1.6GB Caviar hard drive, 
which delivers solid hard-disk 
performance. The system fea¬ 
tures a six-speed CD-ROM 
drive and a custom, combina¬ 
tion graphics and sound card 
with an S3 868 Vision-based 
graphics accelerator and Cre¬ 
ative Labs’ Vibra 16 sound cir¬ 
cuitry. The Infinity has the 
best case design and the lowest 
price of the bunch. 

All three of these 133MHz 
Pentium systems offer respect¬ 
able performance. Combine 
that with their attractive prices, 
and they’ll make it onto your 
shortlist. And because you 
order these machines directly 
from the manufacturers, you 
can mix and match compo¬ 
nents to get the best system for 
your needs, adam meyerson 
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Infinity P5-133ED0 

iHrk 

Verdict: Fast Pentium 
performance at a great price- 
software not included. 
Features as Tested: 

133MHz Pentium, 256K cache, 
16MB of RAM, Western Digital's 
1.6GB Caviar EIDE hard drive, 
six-speed CD-ROM drive, 

S3 Vision 868 graphics and 
Creative Labs’Vibra 16 sound 
on a custom card, 28.8Kbps 
faxmodem. 


$2,589 list price 
CompuLink Research 
(800} 611-1555, (305} 450-7061 
Reader Service No. 700 

P5-133 Office PC 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A fast Pentium loaded 
with quality software, but needs 
a sound card and component 
upgrades. 

Features as Tested: 

133MHz Pentium, 256K cache, 
16MB of RAM, Quantum's 
1.2GB Fireball EIDE hard drive, 
six-speed CD-ROM drive, 

Number Nine’s 9FX Motion 771 
graphics card. 


$2,750 list price 
MidWest Micro 

(800} 883-1463, @13} 368-2309 
Reader Service No. 70 j 

QP5/133 SM-1 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A fast Pentium with a 
multitude of hardware and 
software extras. 

Features as Tested: 

133MHz Pentium, 256K cache, 
16MB of RAM, Western Digital’s 
1.6GB Caviar EIDE hard drive, 
six-speed CD-ROM drive, STB's 
PCI PowerGraph 64 graphics 
card, Ensoniq’s Soundscape 
16-bit soundcard. 


$2,699 list price 
Quantex MicroSystems 
(800} 787-8686, (908} 563-4166 
Reader Service No. 702 
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plete 


And so much of it could 

be prevented 


It’s easy to solve a problem once you know what the problem is. 


1-800-469-4842 

Ask for operator 195 



The Answer in Power Protection 












Mni.fl HARDWARE: 

IHCW! Citizen Printiva 600C 


Affordable Color Ink-jet Alternative 



Continuous Tones: Citizen’s Printiva 600C uses a 
unique dry-ink printing process that produces colors 
brighter than any you’ll see from an ink-jet printer. 


If you’re on the fence about 
whether to shell out big bucks 
for a color laser printer, or 
stick with a low-price ink jet 
that offers solid color output 
but average text quality, then 
you may want to consider 
another option: Citizen’s dry- 
ink Printiva 600C. For just 
$550, the Printiva 600C gives 
you superb output quality at 
an affordable price. 

The Printiva 600C uses a 
proprietary technology from 
Citizen called micro dry 
process. Rather than using 
toner or liquid ink, the printer 
has small, cassette-like tapes 
that consist of a fine ink pow¬ 
der, which is heated and fused 
to the page. The result? 
Vibrant colors with more stay¬ 
ing power than ink-jet hues. 

The technology isn’t per¬ 
fect—we noticed slight registra¬ 
tion problems that resulted in 


subtle white lines around vector 
graphics. And solid colors 
other than black had minor 
dithering patterns that, upon 
close inspection, detracted from 
the overall output quality. 

Also, the Printiva 600C is 
slow. A 3-page presentation 


with mixed text and graphics 
took more than 15 minutes to 
print, while an 11-page text- 
only document took about the 
same amount of time. 

We were also unimpressed 
with the Printiva 600C’s soft¬ 
ware. The drivers provide a fair 
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Printiva 600C 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: You’d swear the color 
pages came from a printer 
that’s twice as expensive— 
but print speeds are slow. 

Pros: Plain-paper color output 
means a low cost per page. 
Cons: It’s slow, and the 
accompanying software is 
limited. 


$550 est. street price 
Citizen America Corp. 

[800] 477-4683, [310] 453-0614 
Reader Service No. 703 


amount of control, but you can 
get to them only through setup 
options in your application. 

Still, if you’re looking for an 
inexpensive alternative to a 
color laser or ink-jet printer, 
Citizen’s Printiva 600C is a 
fine choice, kyla k. carlson 


Hewlett-Packard DeskJet 820Cse 


Professional Color on a Shoestring 


If you work out 
of a home or small 
office, you’re held 
to the same high 
standards of a large corpora¬ 
tion. Translation? If you want 
your documents to get 
noticed, they simply must be 
colorful. Hewlett-Packard’s 
new DeskJet 820Cse generates 
professional-looking, plain- 
paper color documents for a 
very affordable $399. 

The DeskJet 820Cse’s out¬ 
put quality is first-rate. Colors 
are smooth, vibrant, and crisp. 
Plain-paper output means a 
lower cost per page: Expect to 
spend just 3 cents per page for 
black text and 8 cents per page 
for color. On plain paper, the 




Designer Hues: HP’s $399 DeskJet 
820Cse delivers exceptional color 
output and fast print speeds. 


DeskJet 820Cse’s output was 
superior to that of Canon’s 
BJC-4100C and Epson’s Sty¬ 
lus Pro. On coated paper, how¬ 
ever, the DeskJet 820Cse can’t 
match the near-photo-quality 
images you get with Epson’s 
720-by-720-dpi output. 


Resolutions for the 
DeskJet 820Cse hit 
only 600 by 600 dpi 
for black text and 600 
by 300 dpi for color. 
But with these lower 
resolutions, you get 
significantly higher 
speeds. In our tests, 
the DeskJet 820Cse 
printed pages an 
impressive 40 percent 
faster than Canon’’s 
BJC-4100, and 15 to 60 percent 
faster (depending on the type 
of file) than Epson’s Stylus Pro. 

Given its low price, excellent 
plain-paper output, and com¬ 
petitive speeds, HP’s DeskJet 
820Cse is a great addition to any 
desktop. KYLA K. CARLSON 
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DeskJet 820Cse 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: An outstanding, 
low-cost, color ink-jet printer. 
Pros: Respectable solid-color, 
plain-paper output for 
presentations and other color 
documents. It's alsofasterand 
cheaperthan comparable 
ink-jet printers. 

Cons: For printing detailed 
color photo images, Epson’s 
Stylus Pro is still tops. 

Cost per Page: 3 cents for 
black text, 8 cents for color. 


$399 est. street price 
Hewlett-Packard 
[800] 752-0900. [408] 246-4300 
Reader Service No. 704 
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million 

of people will experience 
their worst niqhtmare. 


, They will lose presentations and 
reports to a computer crash! 


It’s easy to solve a problem once you know what the problem is. 


1-800-469-4842 

Ask for operator 196 






The Answer in Power Protection 







MoUll HARDWARE: 

IHCW. Pioneer DW-S114X CD Recorder 


Record Your Own CDs—Fast 



CD Studio: Pioneer’s quad-speed DW-S114X CD 
Recorder includes Incat’s excellent Easy CD Pro 
software for simple CD-ROM burning. 


Burning CD-ROMs can be a 
hassle. Most CD-recordable 
drives are difficult to use and 
write data at a snail’s pace. The 
exception? Pioneer’s DW- 
S114X CD Recorder. It writes 
data at blazing quad-speed 
rates, and you don’t have to 
be a rocket scientist to use it. 

The DW-S114X is an exter¬ 
nal SCSI-2 drive, and a bit on 
the large side (8 inches wide 
by 16 inches long). But don’t 
let its bulky exterior mislead 
you—this drive is a high per¬ 
former that writes data at 
speeds of up to 614KBps. That 
makes a huge difference when 
you have a lot of discs to cre¬ 
ate and not a lot of time to do 
it. For organizing the files you 
want to record, Pioneer 
includes Incat Systems’ Easy 
CD Pro mastering software. 


which earned high marks for 
usability in our CD-recordable 
drive roundup (see “Roll Your 
Own CD-ROM,” August 
1995, page 183). Easy CD Pro 
makes recording CDs as simple 
as drag and click. 


At $3,495, Pioneer’s drive is 
pricey. If you prefer another 
software package, such as 
Corel’s CD Creator, get the 
bare-bones DW-S114X and 
save $200. You can find 
cheaper CD-recordable drives, 


FILEBOX 


DW-S114X 
CD Recorder 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Fast and easy; ideal 
for high-volume CD recording. 
Pros: You get fast quad-speed 
performance and Incat's Easy 
CD Pro software. 

Cons: It’s expensive and a 
little biggerthan other models. 


$3,495 est. street price 
Pioneer New Media 
(800]444-6784, C310J 952-2111 
Reader Service No. 7 of 


including Smart & Friendly’s 
double-speed sub-$ 1,000 
CD-R 1002. But if you want 
fast quad-speed recording rates 
and Plug and Play installation, 
Pioneer’s DW-S114X is the 
best in its class. DYLAN TWENEY 


Hewlett-Packard ScanJet 4Si 

Scan from Your LAN 




Imagine the productivity boost 
of having your own personal 
document scanner. You’d ban¬ 
ish that pile of paper in no 
time. But a desktop scanner for 
everyone in your office? 
Dream on. The next best solu¬ 
tion is Hewlett-Packard’s 
ScanJet 4Si, a document scan¬ 
ner that coworkers share via a 
NetWare network. 

The ScanJet 4Si delivers 
8-bit, grayscale, flatbed scan¬ 
ning for text, line art, and pho¬ 
tos at 300 by 1,200 dpi. 
Granted, you still have to walk 
down the hall to scan your doc¬ 
ument, but once it’s scanned, 
you can send it to your desktop 
or to anyone else on the net¬ 
work. Use the scanner as a 
copier by sending the job to 
your networked printer. Once 


Paper Chase: HP’s ScanJet 
4Si conquers the paper pile 
by letting everyone on a 
network share the same 
black-and-white scanner. 

the ScanJet is hooked up to the 
server, there are no TWAIN dri¬ 
vers to fiddle with—just click 
on the Go button and you’re 
off and scanning. 


The ScanJet 4Si ships with a 
20-user license for Visioneer’s 
PaperPort 3.0 software, which 
lets you manage, edit, and 
copy your documents. Paper- 
Port comes with OCR and lets 
you link to your fax, e-mail, 
and other applications. And 
with the help of the included 
50-page, automatic document 
feeder for batch scanning, you 
can scan up to 15 letter-size 
pages per minute. 

Unfortunately, the ScanJet 
4Si doesn’t handle color, 
which makes its $2,999 price 
tag seem extreme. Unless, of 
course, you compare that to 
the cost of purchasing a less 
expensive, black-and-white 
document scanner for every 
person in the office. 

LIESL LA GRANGE NOBLE 


Verdict: Easy network 
scanning—why didn’t anyone 
think of it sooner? 

Pros: Simple to set up and use. 

Competition: Several stand¬ 
alone document scanners offer 
similar document-management 
for single users, but only the 
ScanJet 4Si covers an entire LAN. 
System Requirements: 

386 CPU, 8.5MB of RAM, 

15.5MB of hard disk space for 
server, NetWare 3.1 or later. 


$2,999 for Ethernet, * 

$3,199forToken Ring “ 

Hewlett-Packard | 

(800] 722-6538, (408] 246-4300 < 

Reader Service No. 706 


Cons: No color support. 


Guide to the Ratings: +kkkk Excellent itfrfck Good ☆☆☆ Acceptable ☆☆ Poor it Unacceptable 






















This is a 


power problem. 


It’s easy to solve 
a problem once 
you know what 
the problem is. 

The average computer 
site suffers 289 disruptive 
or destructive power distur¬ 
bances a year. The results 
are crashed networks and 
hard drives, faulty data 
transmissions, read/write 
errors, premature failure of 
components, system lockups, 
corrupted or lost data and more. 




Best Power products are 
the answer. They clean up 
dirty power before it reaches 
your equipment. This can 
reduce your computer prob¬ 
lems up to 80%.* They also 
provide backup power during 
outages, allowing you to shut 
down properly. 

And now, all Best Power 
Single-Phase UPSs come 
with free software, pro¬ 
viding power monitoring 
and automatic unattended 
shutdown for your system. 


Don’t tolerate power problems. 
Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 

1-800-469-4842 

Ask for operator 197 



8 Power 


Circle 320 on reader service card. 














Mpij.il HARDWARE: 

I vG W. Ascend Pipeline 50 vs. Shivalntegrator 100 

Expand Your LAN to the Internet 



Network to the World: Ascend’s Pipeline 50 [top] 
ISDN router is an affordable way to connect everyone 
on a LAN to the Internet. Shivalntegrator 100 uses 
ISDN to turn various LANs into a wide-area network. 

Terminal, Anyone? Both 
the Pipeline 50 [right] and 
the Shivalntegrator 100 
use archaic terminal 
programs for installation 
and configuration. A 
simple Windows-based 
setup wizard would be 
a welcome addition to 
both products. 



Searching for a simple, cost- 
effective way to link your 
LAN to the Internet? Or an 
inexpensive way to link two or 
more remote LANs? Either 
way, Integrated Services Digi¬ 
tal Network (ISDN) is the 
answer to your prayers—and 
it’s gaining popularity. To con¬ 
nect your office through one 
ISDN line, your best bet is to 
hook up an ISDN router, 
which is an Ethernet-ISDN 
modem that everyone on the 
network can share. 

Two ISDN routers aimed at 
small offices are Ascend Com¬ 
munications’ Pipeline 50 and 
Shiva’s Shivalntegrator 100. 
While both products have seri¬ 
ous shortcomings in usability, 
the Pipeline is slighdy easier to 
install and configure, and it’s a 
better choice if your main con¬ 
cern is linking your LAN to the 
Internet. Installing the Shiva¬ 
lntegrator requires patience, 
thorough ISDN knowledge, 
and a lengthy technical-sup¬ 
port phone call. But the Inte¬ 
grator is an affordable way to 
link two remote networks, 
especially if you’re running a 
NetWare network. 

Putting Up Pipe The 
$1,595 Pipeline 50 sports a 
sleek design and front-panel 
LEDs that indicate power sta¬ 
tus, diagnostics, and Ethernet 
and ISDN activity. We con¬ 
nected both the Pipeline and 
the Integrator to a desktop PC 
running Windows 95. Unfor¬ 
tunately, both routers required 
terminal-emulation software 
for setup and configuration. 

Installing the Pipeline was 
easy; plugging in all the com¬ 
plicated ISDN information 
using HyperTerminal was a bit 
more difficult. Once it’s set up, 
however, the Pipeline is an easy 
and affordable way to supply 
the entire office with fast 


Internet access. The Pipeline 
handles connections of up to 
128Kbps and supports Multi- 
Link PPP. It’s also the first 
router to support a technique 
called bandwidth on demand 
(BOD), a great money saver 
since it adds or disconnects 
ISDN channels on the fly, 
depending on how many peo¬ 
ple are connected to the Inter¬ 
net at a time. Finally, with the 
Pipeline you need only one 
Internet address per router, 
while Integrator requires two. 

Linking LANs The $1,099 
Shivalntegrator is more than 
twice the physical size of the 
Pipeline unit and includes the 
same front-panel diagnostic 
LEDs. The Shivalntegrator’s 
setup guide gets you started by 


leading you through a helpful 
introduction and basic infor¬ 
mation on router operation. 
But from there, installation and 
configuration are difficult and 
confusing. 

Once it’s set up, however, 
the Integrator is an excellent 
solution for connecting remote 
networks, since it minimizes 
ISDN service charges. Many 
businesses that use ISDN 
routers to link two LANs 
incur staggering monthly 
ISDN fees. That’s because Net¬ 
Ware sends out maintenance- 
information packets every few 
minutes, thereby opening 
ISDN channels. Although 
these exchanges last only a few 
seconds, most ISDN services 
bill users by the minute. The 
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Pipeline 50 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Capable ISDN router 
for connecting your network to 
the Internet. 

Pros: Requires only one 
Internet address per person. 
MultiLink PPP and ISDN 
channels are scaled up and 
down as needed. 

Cons: Like all routers, it's 
difficult to set up and configure. 


$1,595 est. street price 
Ascend Communications 
(8001272-3634, (5101769-6001 
Reader Service No. 698 

Shivalntegrator 100 

i&rk 

Verdict: An inexpensive way to 
link several LANs using ISDN. 
Pros: Reduces unneeded 
NetWa re traffic over ISDN I ines. 
Cons: Cryptic terminal-based 
configuration makes for setup 
headaches. 


$1,099 est. street price 
Shiva Corp. 

@001977-4482, (6171270-8300 
Reader Service No. 699 

Shivalntegrator stops unneces¬ 
sary NetWare packets at the 
router, opening the ISDN con¬ 
nection only when real data is 
moving through the line. 

ISDN is a relatively fast and 
cheap way to connect LANs 
and hook into the Internet. But 
its speed and low cost are over¬ 
shadowed by inexcusably dif¬ 
ficult router setup. A simple, 
well-designed Windows wiz¬ 
ard that walks you through 
every step of setup and installa¬ 
tion is sorely needed. This is 
especially important because 
the Pipeline and the Shivalnte¬ 
grator are targeted at small, 
branch offices, which often 
can’t afford to have a dedicated 
network staff. SCOTT NAYLOR 
AND RICH SCHWERIN 
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Our TextBridge Pro 96 scanning software 
even reads the characters you don't see. 


"Vi" If you've ever scanned text, you know. Get- 
y\- ting tabs, margins and paragraph breaks right 
is just as important as getting words right. Because 
without format, you might as well retype the whole 
thing. 

Scanning pages with TextBridge® Pro 96 OCR 
software is just like putting the original document 
straight into your PC. Headers, columns, cell tables, 
text and all. You get a formatted document you can 
work with right away. 

TextBridge Pro scans text 
directly into any word processing 
program with superior accuracy. 
It's also designed for Windows 95, 
and runs on Windows NT and 3.1. 
In addition, TextBridge Pro includes 
SoftQuad's HoTMetaL Light 2.0, 



Texl Bridge 


the HTML word processor for the World Wide Web. 
And with the Xerox Satisfaction Guarantee that includes 
unlimited toll-free support 1 ; plus 
a thirty-day, risk-free offer, you 
can't go wrong. 

To learn more, call us at 
7 -800-248-6550, ext. 3, visit us at 
www.xerox.com/products/tbpro/ 
or see us on CompuServe. We'll 
show you how to get a more 
accurate scanner without buying a new one. With 
the scanning software that can read almost anything. 
Even if it's invisible. 


Dramatically 
increase your 
scanner’s accuracy. 
Upgrade to 
TextBridge Pro 
from any 
OCR scanning 
software for Just 

H29: 


THE DOCUMENT COMPANY 

XEROX 


irer's suggested retail price. Actual price may \ 
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(THAT) IN THE PIPELINE. MEANWHILE, VOl 
WON'T FIND A FAX PROGRAM MORE ADVANCED THAN 
NEW DELRINA WINFAX PRO /.0 FOR WINDOWS 95.) 


1 

1 

If. 


Is 

s § 


Alas, Delrina developers still haven’t 
figured out how to fax into someone’s 
brain after 11 P.M. (when rates are 
lower) without waking him or her up. 

VAAA Fortunately, their latest release - 
new Delrina WinFax™ PRO 7.0 - is as 
easy and powerful as one would expect 
from the best-selling, most award¬ 
winning fax software in the world. It 
fully exploits new Windows® 95’s 32-bit 
multi-tasking, multi¬ 
threading talents for true background 
faxing, greater speed and more. But it 
doesn’t stop there. IAAA With the new 
TalkWorks™ telephony option and your 
voice modem, WinFax PRO 7.0 turns 



Designed for 


Windows‘95 


your computer into an integrated in-box for faxes, e-mail 
and voice mail. It even takes phone messages, distinguishes 

Circle 182 on reader 


between fax and voice calls, has 
fax on demand and identifies callers 
before you pick up. IAAA And there’s 
more. Built-in compression cuts fax 
transmission time (and phone bills) 
by up to one-third. It now supports 
gray-scale faxing, integrates with 
Microsoft® Exchange, and includes 
OCR, 101 ready-to-use fax cover 
sheets and tools to design your own. 

1AAA You can even get WinFax PRO 
as part of new Delrina CommSuite" 95, the complete, 
affordable, integrated communications software solution 
for Wndows 95. IAAA All of which should suffice until 
the new alpha wave faxing program is ready. (Hmm. A 
Perhaps if we partition your brain 
can receive faxes while the 
other remains undisturbed...) 


rogram is ready, vnmm. » 
brain so that one half A 

Delrina 
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CoreIXara 

Fast and Easy Web Graphics 



fotm. 
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The problem with most high- 
end graphics programs is that 
they’re slow. Even on the 
fastest hardware you spend 
more time staring at the hour¬ 
glass than at your illustrations. 
Corel’s unique new vector¬ 
drawing program, CoreIXara, 
is a remarkably powerful pack¬ 
age that creates sophisticated 
graphics without slowing you 
down. It’s also the first to 
include instant anti-aliasing for 
smooth onscreen images—ideal 
for creating Web graphics. 

Crisp and Clear One of 
CorelXara’s benefits is imme¬ 
diately apparent: Everything 
looks great onscreen because 
of anti-aliasing, a technique 
that blends the edges of 
objects into their back¬ 
grounds. This blending creates 
an illusion of high-resolution 
images by eliminating the 
jagged, pixelated look of low- 
resolution graphics. Images 
you view and export are auto¬ 
matically anti-aliased without 
slowing your system’s perfor¬ 
mance. As a result, you see 
smoother graphics onscreen 
and display cleaner graphics 
on your Web pages. 

CorelXara’s transparency 
feature is live and unlimited— 
you can make anything trans¬ 
parent, from a gradient fill to a 
bitmap image. This means you 
can create illustrations that 
previously would have 
required a photo-editing pro¬ 
gram such as Adobe’s Photo¬ 
shop. But because CoreIXara 
is an object-oriented applica¬ 
tion (rather than a bitmap pro¬ 
gram), objects can easily be 
moved and changed at any 
time. Although you can’t edit a 
scanned photo image with 


See-through Effects: 

CoreIXara is the only 
illustration program for 
Windows and Macintosh 
that can make any object 
transparent, even gradient 
fills and bitmaps. It also 
features anti-aliasing and 
lightning-fast redraws. 


CoreIXara, you can manipu¬ 
late it by applying filter effects 
and color correction. 

CorelXara’s drawing and 
editing tools use traditional 
illustration metaphors. Even 
better, the program lets you 
zoom to an incredibly precise 
25,601 percent. 

Text handling is one area in 
which CoreIXara has limita¬ 
tions—there’s no automatic 
paragraph-wrap feature. Also, 


A. The word Xara is a bitmap that 
was used as a fill for text and 
then made transparent. 

B. This watch face has thousands 
of objects, but because of 
CorelXara’s intelligent caching, 

it redraws in seconds. 

C. A gradient was placed on top 
of other objects to illustrate that 
even gradient screens can be 
transparent. 


the program doesn’t support 
Pantone spot colors. 

Fast Redraws But Corel¬ 
Xara’s limitations are rather 
insignificant when compared 
with the program’s features 
and speed. It loads, saves, and 
exports large files in seconds. 
Even the most complex graph¬ 
ics redraw quickly. This fea¬ 
ture alone will save you hours 
when creating complex illus¬ 
trations. Moreover, CoreIXara 
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No Jaggies: 

Unlike CorelDraw 
5, CorelXara’s 
anti-aliasing 
makes graphics 
appear smooth 
onscreen-this 
is especially 
valuable for Web 
graphics. 
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CoreIXara 

irkkk 

Verdict: A groundbreaking 
illustration package; ideal for 
creating Web graphics. 

Pros: Works with vector and 
bitmap images; best 
anti-aliasing feature of any 
illustration package;superb 
redrawing performance; live 
transparencyfeature; dramatic 
file compression. 

Cons: Doesn't offer complete 
text-manipulation features like 
those found in high-end page- 
layout programs; doesn't 
support Pantone colors. 
Competition: CorelXara’s 
new anti-aliasing and 
transparency features are 
unmatched. However, 
traditional products like 
CorelDraw, Macromedia's 
FreeHand, Adobe’s Illustrator, 
and Micrografx's Designer are 
better suited for page-layout 
tasks that involve a lot of text. 
System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, 

486 CPU, 8MB of RAM, CD-ROM 
drive, 8MB of hard disk space. 


$189 est. street price 
Corel Corp. 

(800) 836-3729, (613) 728-8200 
Reader Service No. 710 


saves files in a proprietary 
compressed format. So a file 
that takes 100K of disk space in 
CorelDraw 5 would use only 
10K in CoreIXara. 

CoreIXara won’t replace a 
high-end photo-editing or 
page-layout program, but it 
certainly signals the dawn of 
higher standards for all graphics 
apps. And for creating smooth 
Web graphics, it’s excep¬ 
tional. DANIEL WILL-HARRIS 


iWr Poor ☆ Unacceptable 
















New! 


SOFTWARE: 

Fractal Design Painter 4.0 


The Painter’s Paint Program 



Fractal Design’s 


to creating digital art: Its 
brush tools feel and behave 
like actual brushes, the chalk 
tool leaves powdery sketch 
marks on the page, and draw¬ 
ing surfaces are textured. The 
latest release, Painter 4.0, 
offers even more special 
effects and artistic possibilities 
for the digital art studio. 

Paint the Web Without a 
doubt, the most intriguing 
addition to Painter 4.0 is a fea¬ 
ture called Net Painter, a 
remote painting option that lets 
you electronically collaborate 
in real time with other Painter 
users over a local area network, 
the Internet, or any TCP/IP 
connection. And because the 
program sends simple instruc¬ 
tions instead of pixels, a basic 
14.4Kbps or 28.8Kbps modem 
will do for online sessions. 
Take turns working on a pro¬ 
ject, or simply get some feed¬ 
back through the chat window. 

Net Painter does have some 
limitations—you can’t see the 
zooms or pans your colleagues 
make, and collaborators all 
need the same resources (plug¬ 
in filters, objects, file versions, 
and so on) for it to work 
smoothly. Also, file transfers are 
very slow. But even so. Net 
Painter is one of the most inven¬ 
tive and useful features we’ve 
seen in a graphics program. 

Painter 4.0 builds on the 
previous version’s support for 
GIF and JPEG graphics by let¬ 
ting you create image maps for 
Web pages. These now-familiar 
maps are the navigating graph¬ 
ics you see on many Web 
pages; Painter 4.0 lets you tag 
any portion of a graphic and 
give it a Web link by associat¬ 
ing it with a URL address. 


Obviously, you can’t create full 
Web pages with Painter, but 
you can apply all of Painter’s 
sophistication and subtlety to 
graphics, and easily integrate 
those graphics into the pages 
you design. Also, Painter chal¬ 
lenges its graphics counterparts 
in the photo-retouching and 
drawing fields by reading and 
writing files in Adobe’s Pho¬ 
toshop 3.0 format, and import¬ 
ing and exporting Adobe’s 
Illustrator 5.0 files (which 
CorelDraw and Macromedia’s 
FreeHand support). 

Smart Shapes Why bring 
the vector-based objects of a 
drawing into a raster-based 


painting program? Because 
Painter 4.0 blurs the lines 
between the two formats— 
both literally and figuratively. 
Painter 4.0 branches out from 
its raster roots with a full set 
of PostScript drawing tools, 
called Shapes, which work 
with Painter 4.0’s bitmap 
editing tools. Better still, 
objects can be made semi¬ 
transparent or layered, and 
you can group them with 
bitmap selections. You can 
even convert them into raster 
images and paint over them. 

In Painter’s previous ver¬ 
sion, the Image Hose tool was 
added for “spraying” images 
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Painter 4.0 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The best natural-media 
painting program on the market 
gains Internet smarts. 

Pros: Adds scores of new 
drawing and painting tools; 
offers collaborative painting 
mod ules for use over a LAN or the 
Internet; brings vector-based 
objects into a raster-based paint 
program; creates image maps 
for Web pages; supports multiple 
file formats. 

Cons: You can't share the 
panning and zooming features 
with other users when working 
in collaborative mode; file 
transfers can be slow. 
Competition: Adobe’s 
Illustrator and CorelDraw are still 
better vector-drawing programs, 
and Adobe’s Photoshop and 
Micrografx’s Picture Publisher 
are better photo editors. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 95,12MB of RAM, 

24MB of hard disk space. 

CD-ROM or floppy disk available. 


$379 est. street price 
Fractal Design Corp. 

(800] 297-2665, (408] 688-5300 
Reader Service No. 71 / 


across a canvas—this feature 
gets better nozzles in Painter 
4.0. The upgrade also includes 
a Mosaic brush tool, which 
lets you create tiles either on a 
blank canvas or over an exist¬ 
ing picture. 

Painter 4.0’s natural painting 
tools let you create images—and 
share your creations—in ways 
other illustration programs 
don’t. While Painter 4.0 can be 
intimidating for people who 
don’t have much experience 
with computer-generated art 
(mainly because they get lost in 
its bag of goodies), it’s hard to 
fault a program for being this 
ingenious. chris O’Malley 
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These days your office can be anywhere you do 
business. Whether you’re downtown or in your dining 
room, you need to stay in touch. That’s why Fujitsu 
Microelectronics offers a complete family of integrated, 
world-class PC Cards, to give you immediate access 
to vital information while in the office or on the road. 

Our ultraportable PC Cards offer a wide range 
of capabilities including multimedia, LAN, and high¬ 
speed communications. With Fujitsu, you get instant 
compatibility with virtually all of today’s PCMCIA 
standard computing platforms in addition to multi¬ 
function capability and interoperability. 
Plus, our intuitive Microsoft’ Windows- 
based installation software automatically 


sets up and configures your PC, which means 
fewer headaches and hassles. With Plug and Play 
features like hot insertion and 
removal, there’s no need to reboot 
your system when swapping 
cards. You even get the ease and 
comfort of our extensive customer 
support services that ensure customer satisfaction 
and help you get the most from your investment. 

So, if today’s virtual office is leaving you feeling 
a little detached, call 
Fujitsu Microelectronics 

at 1-800-642-7616 and 

we'll get you connected. 


FUJITSU 


Circle 207 on reader service card. 
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IHuW! MindWorks Recollect Gold vs. XSoft Visual Recall 2.0 


Progress on the Paper Trail 


FILEBOX 




3-D Tree: Document-management tools are getting 
smarter. A case in point is XSoft’s Visual Recall 2.0, 
which includes unique, relational 3-D viewing tools 
and the Excerpts Browser, a text-summary tool that 
plucks key passages from documents. 

Quick Preview: 

Recollect Gold’s 
Thumbnail Hit 
Grid uses words 
and pictures to 
show search 
results, and 
ranks documents 
by relevance. 



Document managers are like 
presidential candidates: They all 
want the same job, but they 
have very different ideas on how 
to do it. But at least document 
managers are getting smarter 
with age, as XSoft’s Visual 
Recall 2.0 and MindWorks’ 
Recollect Gold demonstrate. 

Visual Recall’s first version 
was a landmark product in the 
document-management field, 
and so is version 2.0. As its 
name implies, Visual Recall 2.0 
goes beyond the usual text- 
based search results when it 
scours your documents. It cre¬ 
ates 3-D charts that show trends 
and themes in its Grid view or a 
hierarchy in its Tree view. It 
can also generate tabular lists. 
Although all of these views 
are a bit mind-boggling at 
first, they present fresh, inter¬ 
esting ways to look at docu¬ 
ments—it’s like having a Big 
Picture button on your elec¬ 
tronic folders. 

Total Recall The first ver¬ 
sion of Visual Recall offered 
fine searching and indexing 
tools, as well as several sophisti¬ 
cated touches, such as its ability 
to find different forms of a given 
word (mice and mouse, for 
example). In its rush to make 
things graphical, however, it 
failed to include an effective 
way to summarize and browse 
through document text, or a 
way to quickly access informa¬ 
tion through external applica¬ 
tions. Version 2.0 has both. 

The program’s new Excerpts 
Browser automatically identi¬ 
fies and extracts a document’s 
key points for your perusal. 
And you can now run Visual 
Recall searches or browses 
from within Microsoft’s Office 
and Novell’s PerfectOffice. 
Visual Recall supports the 
Open Document Management 
API (ODMA), and it also has a 


© 

direct link to Microsoft’s Mail. 

Visual Recall is designed 
primarily for use on NetWare 
LANs, although it can be used 
as a local document manager 
as well. Xerox’s TextBridge 
OCR software is included. 

Change of View Depend¬ 
ing on your point of view, 
Recollect Gold is either less 
ambitious or more straight¬ 
forward than Visual Recall. It 
uses the electronic file-cabinet 
metaphor more literally, 
applying it to desktop items 
like in-boxes and out-boxes, 
and is designed to efficiently 
scan and store your docu¬ 
ments. But it’s not without a 
few sorting tricks of its own. 

A document scanned into 
Recollect Gold is automatically 
filtered by its built-in OCR 


software, and keywords are 
automatically identified and 
indexed. Its fuzzy search logic 
compensates for any OCR 
errors when you try to retrieve 
documents. That process isn’t 
perfect, but it greatly improves 
your odds of finding the docu¬ 
ments you need. You can also 
create templates that index spe¬ 
cific data on scanned forms, 
indexing only account num¬ 
bers, for example. A new fea¬ 
ture called Portable Document 
Indexing creates a separate 
index for each document, mak¬ 
ing each fully searchable on 
any other computer running 
Recollect Gold. 

While it doesn’t provide 
anything as fancy as Visual 
Recall’s 3-D views, Recollect 
Gold does offer a lot of solid 


Recollect Gold 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A straightforward, 
powerful document scanner 
and retriever. 

Pros: Designed to quickly scan 
and store documents. 

Cons: No ground breaking 
innovations; just the basics. 


$349 est. street price 
MindWorks Corp. 

(800) 396-6463, (408) 730-2100 
Reader Service No. 7 12 

Visual Recall 2.0 

irfafck 

Verdict: An innovative 
document manager with 
unique 3-D views. 

Pros: Presents fresh ways to 
view your documents. 

Cons: Its sophisticated tools 
may be overkill for personal use. 


$395 list price per client; 

$695 list price per server 
XSoft/XeroxCorp. 

(800) 428-2995, (415) 813-6920 
Reader Service No. 713 


information on what it finds— 
and some basic visual perspec¬ 
tive as well. Its Thumbnail Hit 
Grid shows not only the names 
of the documents and percent¬ 
age of search words it finds, but 
also a miniature version, or 
thumbnail, of the first page of 
each document. A red bar at the 
bottom of each thumbnail indi¬ 
cates the document’s relevance 
to the search term. 

There’s plenty of substance 
in both of these document man¬ 
agers, but choosing one comes 
down to style. Visual Recall is 
more graphical and analytical, 
but Recollect Gold is very 
adept at the day-to-day busi¬ 
ness of collecting and retriev¬ 
ing information. Either one 
will help you tame the paper 
tiger. CHRIS O’MALLEY 
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Good morning and mega power from South Dakota! 


1 Kate: [ 

This is “PC Talk with Kate and Jack — On the Road” 
broadcasting live from Gateway 2000 headquarters in North 
Sioux City, South Dakota. 


: Jack: When we heard that 
Gateway had developed a 
whole new computer 
category for the entire 
family, we decided to jump 
in the PCQA mobile and 
check it out for ourselves. 

All this fresh Midwestern air 
has us perkier than a double espresso! Aren’t you glad I 
scored that invite from Gateway 2000 Chairman and CEO 
TedWaitt? 

1 Kate: Yeah, yeah, whatever. Let’s tell the 
folks out there about the coolest thing we’ve 
seen today at Gateway. When we first walked 
into the cow-spotted mega building, we heard 
this incredible booming stereo sound. It 
sounded like a movie theater, and it was 
coming from a dark secluded area. 

) Jack: We looked inside, and 
lo and behold, there was a 
honkin’ Destinations 1 monitor 
(31" viewable) — just like the 
one delivered to the station the 
day we talked to Ted. 


I Jack: Yeah, it’s designed for the family room and is 
perfect for anyone who wants to share their computing 
experience with others — even if it’s just one other 
person. Mary from Miami, you’re on! 



Mary: What’s the deal with these “wireless devices?” 

j Kate: They function exactly like your standard 
keyboard and mouse but without the wires. You can use 
them while lounging on the 
couch, walking around or 
standing in back of a group 
of people. Because they use 
radio frequency technology, 
these wireless devices have 
more range than an all-star 
shortstop. 

Mary: Sounds like they 
are just as convenient as 
my TV remote. 



| But this was more than just the 
monitor, it was the whole Destination Big 
Screen PC including the fabulous wireless keyboard and 
Field Mouse™ remote! The Gateway crew had put it in an 
entertainment center and built a family room setting in then- 
test lab. When we got there, at least a dozen people were 
lounging on the sofa and playing the sports car game The 
Need For Speed .™ 

Jack: Jeff from Jersey City is dying to get through on the 
phone. Fire away, Jeff! 

Jeff: You’ve seen the Destination system? I’ve been wild to 
get one ever since I heard Gateway was coming out with it. 


The Destination® Big Screen PC features a fast 
Pentium® processor, cable-ready TV tuner, Destina¬ 
tions'! monitor (31" viewable), wireless keyboard and 
Field Mouse™ remote, and Destination Software 
Collection starting at only $3,499. 


tc: Now’s your chance, Jeff. The Destination Big 
Screen PC has blown the PC market open with a totally 
new category of computer. Gateway’s Destination Big 
Screen PC is the result of the 
convergence of the PC and the TV 
f jnlC'.J/A — it will revolutionize computer 

V y use in the home. 


1 Jack: Even more 
so, Mary. With the wireless 
keyboard and Field Mouse 
remote, you don’t have to 
point at the monitor like you do with a traditional remote. 
The keyboard and mouse have all the buttons you need to 
control every function. 

I Jack: Don’t forget anything you can do with a TV, you 
can do with the Destination system — run cable TV to it, 
connect your satellite dish or VCR, even your laser disc 
system or game machine. Plus the Destination Big Screen 
PC is designed to work with your stereo system, so you’ll 
experience the quality sound you receive from your stereo. 

Mary: Can the Destination system stilt function as a basic 
computer system? 

1 Kate; Absolutely. It has all the horses of a Pentium 
processor with plenty of RAM and a huge hard drive. 

Plus it’s chained to a fast CD-ROM drive. Happy computing! 


pentium 


8 8 8 


"You've got a friend in thebusiness. 

3 0 9 - 7 7 6 8 






Stan: I love it! It’s great to be part of a company that 
cares about its customers and its employees. This place has 
an unbelievable team spirit. We have a good time, but we 
know that our first priority is to send quality, high- 
performance PCs out the door every day. We’re really into 
quality assurance — in fact, our manufacturing facility here 
in North Sioux City is ISO 9002 certified. 

1 Kate: Hey, look over there. Is that who I think it is? 
f Jack: It’s Gateway Chairman and CEO Ted Waitt. 

Ted : Kate and Jack! Thanks for coming to visit us out here. 

MM This is where all the hot PC industry news is, Ted. 
Thanks for getting us a look at the new Destination® Big 
Screen PC and the rest of your amazing products. Hey, I 
noticed your office is upstairs. Do you get down here often? 

Ted: Now and then. I started out in manufacturing— 
along with sales and technical support, plus a little engineer¬ 
ing, a little advertising, a little shipping —you name it, I've 
done it. We all work as a team here to provide our custom¬ 
ers with the latest technology at a great price. 

1 Kate: After seeing the amazing energy of your team, now 
I know how you bring high quality products to the market at 
such incredible values. 

Ted: It’s the employees who set us apart. They take 

pride in what they do, 


GATEWAY2000 . 





■ 10.4" SVGA Color Display 

■ 75MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 

■ 8MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 540MB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 4X CD-ROM Drive 
I Modular 3.5" Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ EZ Pad™ Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows® 95 
Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 
PS/2® Ports 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 

Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial I 

■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" I 

■ Microsoft Windows 95 I 

■ MS Works 95 

■ Carrying Case I 

$2899 


j Jacjf Whoa! That’s quite a concept! 

Ted: I hope you had a good time today. Stay as long as 
you like, but you might want to check out the PCQA mobile. 

I Kate: Why’s that, Ted? 

Ted: Well, the folks painting cow spots 
on the building got carried away. Your 
PCQA mobile is now cow spotted! 

Jack: Cool! Now we’re part of the 
Pentium Gateway family. C’mon, Kate—let’s cruise! 


■ Carrying Case 

$4099 


110.4' SVG* Color Display 
I 120MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
I 16MB RAM (expandableto40MB) 

I 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 
I 810MB Hard Drive 
I Modular 4X CD-ROM Drive 
I Modular 3.5” Floppy Drive 
I Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 
11MB Video RAM 
I Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 
I EZ Pad Pointing Device 
I 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 
I Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 
PS/2 Ports 

I Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial 
11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

Microsoft Windows 95 
MS Office 95, Professional 
Edition’ 


■ Carrying Case 

$3799 


S5-120XL BEST BUY 


■ 11.3” SVGA Color Display 

■ 90MHz Intel Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 810MB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ EZ Pad Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard I 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & I 

PS/2 Ports I 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External I 
Volume Control Dial 

■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

■ Microsoft Windows 95 I 

■ MS Office 95, Professional I 
Edition* 


I 11.3" SVGA Color Display 

I 120MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
I 40MB RAM 

I 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 
I 1.2GB Hard Drive 
I Modular 4X CD-ROM Drive 
I Modular 3.5" Floppy Drive 
I Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 
11MB Video RAM 
I Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 
128.8 PCMCIA Fax/Modem 
I EZ Pad Pointing Device 
I 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 
I Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 
PS/2 Ports 

I Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial 
111.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

I Microsoft Windows 95 
I MS Office 95, Professional 
Edition* 


■ Carrying Case 

$5599 


I PCMCIA 28.8 Fax/Modem $229 The Galem >' Sol ° ,ine s,arts al u lbs - 
■ PCMCIA 14.4 XJACK® Fax/ t/feight includes 8MB RAM, 810MB 
Modem $119 bartl drive > Lithium Ion battery & option 

I Solo Docking Bar $150 ba X cover - 

I 3-Year Limited Warranty $100 
(For a free copy, call or write.) 

“ You \ : e got a friend in the busmessT® 
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their Pentium® processor-based desktop PCs to Windows NT 3.51 
for an additional $99. MS Windows for Workgroups 3.11 is also 
available on Gateway’s Intel® Pentium processor-based desktop 
and portable systems. Thanks for the call, Mike! 


Jack: 11 just met Jennifer who works in engineering when I 
noticed the huge screen image on her Gateway Solo™portable PC. 

Jennifer: We've upped the ante in high-quality portable PCs by 
offering an even bigger screen. All Gateway Solo portable PCs are 
now available with 11.3-inch active matrix SVGA color screens — 
a 17% increase in viewable screen area compared to the 10.4- 
inch screen. 


1 Kate: Amazing. Gateway has come out with a ton of cool stuff 
on their Solo portable PCs like the 
modular 4X CD-ROM drive, the 
EZ Pad™ pointing device and now 
this humongous new screen. 

What will they come up with 
next? Tory from Tulsa, you’re 
on the air! 


Tory: I've had my Gateway 
Solo S5-75XL portable PC for 
just a couple of weeks, but 
I’m already nuts about it. It 
has all the capabilities of a 
desktop PC in a portable 
package — a powerful Pentium processor, 8MB RAM, 256K 
pipelined burst cache, plus 16-bit sound and speakers. And like 
all Gateway Solo portable PCs it has a modular 4X CD-ROM drive 
that whips through multimedia apps in no time, plus when 
I want to kick back, I can just drop in my favorite 
CD. All that for only $2,899. 

I Kate: That’s a hot price for a multimedia 
portable PC. And that 4X CD-ROM drive is 
a screamer — it’s one of the fastest CD-ROM 
drives you can find in a portable PC. Thanks for the call 


Jennifer: Hey, you guys can’t leave without seeing manufac¬ 
turing. That place is always hopping! 


i Jack | Sounds good. We’re heading down there right now! 

1 Kate: Jennifer was right, manufacturing is rockin’ As we speak, 
I’m holding the packing slip for a PC ordered by Kay from Kansas 
City. She’s getting a P5-166XL multimedia PC complete with 
an 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive and a 2.5GB EIDE hard drive. I 
didn’t think this stuff was even on the market yet. 

[ Jack: Let’s get a word with Stan. He’s one of the assembly 
technicians putting the final touches on Kay’s mean multimedia 
machine. So Stan what’s it like to work for the nation’s leading 
direct PC marketer? 


J ack: We’re sitting here in the shadow of the Destination® Big 
I Screen PC — staring at the whoppin’ 31-inch VGA monitor and 
fooling with the fabulous wireless devices. Kate’s so comfort¬ 
able with the keyboard on the couch, that she’s dashing off 
e-mail to her mom. Tom from Tampa, you’re on the air with 
Kate and Jack! 


Tom: Mega power, Jack. I had planned to purchase a 
Gateway P5-166XL multimedia in a couple weeks. But 
now I’m considering a Destination Big Screen PC. What 
options do I have? 


Jack: Wow! Tell us more! 


Mike: / need an ultra-high performance PC with MS Windows? 
NT 3.51 to squeeze every speck of performance out of 32-bit 
software applications like those in Microsoft® Office 95, Professional 
Edition. The G6-150 was the perfect solution for my intensive 
computing. The clincher was the price — just $3,199. 


HyjUjYow, that’s an intense value, Mike. I bet the accounting 
:rew at the station is drooling at the thought of a 32-bit screamer at 
such an amazing price. And Gateway customers can also upgrade 


|Kate: Mike from Memphis wants to talk about the burly power 
[of Gateway’s G6 machines. 


Mike: Sounds like Gateway is moving into the family room big 
time with its Destination Big Screen PC. But don’t forget their 
workstations. That Gateway G6-150 is one of the best workstation 
values in the industry—I just ordered another one today for my 
accounting business. 


Jack: Gateway 2000 had its valued customers, like 
you, in mind while they were designing this new 
product, so they came up with the Destination Big 
Screen PC package. It’s very simple to convert a Gateway 
Multimedia system into a Destination Big Screen PC. You get 
the Destination31 color monitor (31-inch viewable), Destination 
2MB VRAM graphics accelerator with cable-ready TV tuner, hi-fi 
wavetable audio card, four-channel wireless keyboard with 
integrated EZ Pad™ pointing device and wireless Field Mouse™ 
remote, and Destination software collection. Your sales rep can 
give you the entire scoop. Thanks for calling, Tom! 












Multimedia Systems _ 


P5-100 FAMILY PC™ | P5-120 FAMILY PC | P5-133 FAMILY PC 


■ Intel® 100MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 850MB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec™ Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath® 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ CrystalScan®15 ,28dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 

■ Generations II Software Collection 

«"» CM, 

Destination Big Screen PCs- 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.62GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ Vivitron™15 ,26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

I 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ A Generations II Software Collection 


Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 
16MB EDO Performance DRAM 
256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
2.5GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 
2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 
8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ CrystalScanl7,28dp Monitor 
(15.7" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 
Generations II Software Collection 



■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 512K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ Matrox® 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ MPEG Video Seal 

■ 8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette: 

■ 16-Bit Ensoniq® Wavetable SounJ 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-400 Speakers 
w/ ACS-250 Subwoofer 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 
Vivitronl7,26dp Monitor (15.9" via 

19-Rflv Tnu/pr Pacp 


$2799 


I 12-Bay Tower Case 
I 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
I MS Windows 95 
I MS Office 95, Professional Editiot 
'I Generations II Software Collet 


$3599 


D5-100 


D5-120 


D5-133 

1 


I Same as P5-100 Family PC System 
w/ Destination Big Screen PC package 
replacing corresponding standard 
components and software 


$3499 (details on next page) 

Professional Systems_ 


I Same as P5-120 Family PC System 
w/ Destination Big Screen PC package 
replacing corresponding standard 
components and software 

$3799 (details on next page) 


I Same as P5-133 Family PC System 
w/ Destination Big Screen PC package 
replacing corresponding standard 
components and software 

$4199 (details on next page) 


I Same as P5-166XL Multimedia Sj 
w/ Destination Big Screen PC pi 
replacing corresponding standar 
components and software 

$4699 (details on next pagi 


■ Intel 75MHz Pentium Processor I 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM I 

■ 850MB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive I 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics I 

Accelerator I 

■ 6X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitronl5 ,26dp Monitor I 

(13.9" viewable) I 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 I 

■ MS Windows 95 I 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* I 

$1799 1 

Workstations _ 


I Intel 120MHz Pentium Processor 
I 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 
256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
1.62GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 
2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

6X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 
Vivitronl5 ,26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

7-Bay Mini Tower Case 
104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
MS Windows 95 

MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 


$2099 


Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 
16MB EDO Performance DRAM 
256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
2.5GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 
2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitronl5 ,26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 



$2349 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
I 2.5GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette D 

■ Vivitronl5 ,26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition 1 

$2699 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 16MB DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ 2.5GB 10ms EIDE hard drive 

■ Matrox 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ Video Scaler 

■ 8X CD-ROM Drive/3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitronl5,26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows NT™ Workstation 3.51 
or MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 


$3199 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 64MB DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ 2GB Fast SCSI 9ms Hard Drive 
I Matrox 4MB WRAM Graphics 

Accelerator w/ Video Scaler 

■ 4X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

I Vivitron21 Monitor (19.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3.51 
or MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 

W99 ~ 


* MS Office 95, Professional Edition 
includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint ® 
presentation graphics program, 
Scheduler-, Access database and 
Bookshelf 1 ’95. 


\fawttfimi 


All systems standard with 
Gateway Gold'“ Service & 
Support 


Gateway 2000 
Manufacturing, North /■ 
Sioux City, South 
Dakota, is ISO 9002 
certified. 


H 800-846-3609 


ia /Jy 

Vi/ p"i’ 


€ Hi GATEWAY2OO0 


SOFTWARE COLLECTION 

■ Microsoft Encarta® 96 ■ MS 
Cinemania® '96 ■ MS Julia Child: Home 
Cooking with Master Chefs ■ MS Bob,™ 
For Gateway 2000 ■ MS Works 95 ■ MS 
Publisher 95 ■ MS Money 4.0 ■ MS ft 
2.0 ■ MS Music Central™ 96 ■ MS CD 
Sampler ■ MS Entertainment Packs 1-4 
(31 fun games!) ■ Ca$h Graf Home Offic 
Plus™ ■ Mayo Clinic® Family Health 
Book ■ Mediamatics Arcade™ MPEG 
Player ■ The Masters®: Interactive 
Journey Through Its 60- 
Year History, for 
MPEG 


7 7 6 8 


E Toll free from Puerto Rico 8 8 8 - 1 ft 9 - 

800-846-3613 u,, n , , 

http ://www.gw2k 
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Hi-ri Extras! _ 

Destination® Big Screen PC Package 

Your family room will never be the same — the ultimate 
combination of television and computers has arrived! Turn a 
Gateway Multimedia system into the Destination Big Screen PC. The 
Destination Big Screen PC package specified below replaces the 
corresponding standard components and software of the multimedia PC you 
| choose. All external components are charcoal colored. 
te of system purchase only.) 


Destination Big Screen PC Package 

■ Destinations 1 VGA monitor (31" viewable) 

■ Destination 2MB VRAM graphics accelerator 
w/ cable-ready TV tuner* featuring vertical 

line doubling 

■ 16-bit hi-fi Wavetable audio card 
w/ signal to noise ratio - 83db 

■ Wireless keyboard w/ integrated 
EZ Pad™ pointing device, wireless 
Field Mouse™ remote w/ integrated 
trackball and four-channel RF receiver 

■ 7-bay charcoal-colored PC 
rack-mount cabinet 

■ Speakers not included 

■ Destination Software Collection 

■ Microsoft® Encarta® 96 

■ Nickelodeon™ Jr. Play Math!™ 

■ MS Magic School Bus™: Solar System 

■ The Hive™ 

■ You Don’t Know Jack™ 

(may not be suitable for children) 

■ Gateway Information Highway CD 

I Hansel & Gretel and TheEnchanted Castle™ 



■ Harman Interactive SmartTV^ Programming Guide 
*This television receiver provides display of television closed captioning in 
accordance with section 15.119 of the FCC rules. 

Destination Big Screen PC Peripheral Options: 

■ harman/kardon High-Fidelity Sound System 

Seven-piece Dolby® Prologic surround sound speaker system including 
AVR-10 audio/video receiver, subwoofer, center channel, and four satellites 
for the ultimate home stereo experience. 

$699 

Multimedia/Communication 

■ 8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

$100 (upgrade from systems with a 6X CD-ROM drive) 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-250 Subwoofer 

$75 (upgrade from PCs that include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

■ Altec ACS-400 Speaker System w/ ACS-250 Subwoofer 
$120 (upgrade from PCs that include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

■ TelePath® 28.8 Fax/Modem 

$149 


Gateway accepts most major credit cards and C.O.D. terms, with net 
30-day terms and leasing options available to qualified commercial 
customers. You can also apply for the Gateway 2000 DuoUne “ 
MasterCard 11 card, issued by Dial National 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


Networking 

3Com® Ethernet Adapters 

■ 16-bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ-45 connectors $99 

■ 16-bit Card with only RJ-45 connector $79 

SMC® ISA Ethernet Adapters 

■ 16-bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ-45 connectors $79 

■ 16-bit Card with only RJ-45 connector $59 

Software 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 Upgrade 

$79 (On diskettes $89) 

■ Kid’s BackPack™ II 

Includes What is a Bellybutton?; The Tales of Peter Rabbit; 
Cinderella, The Original Fairy Tale; Freddi Fish™ and the 
Case of the Missing Kelp Seeds™; Pocahontas Reading 
Adventure, and a Gateway cow-spotted backpack. $59 

■ Finance Pack 

Includes Quicken Deluxe 5, Quicken® Financial 
Planner,™ Quicken Family Lawyer,™ and Quicken 
Parents’ Guide To Money.™ $69 

■ Gateway Gamer’s Pack 

Includes Command & Conquer,™ Virtual Pool™: Straight/8, The Journeyman 
Project 2®: Buried in Timer Terminal Velocity,™ Primal Ragej M and a Gravis™ 
GamePad.™ $79 

■ Flight Pack II 

Includes Comanche™ 2.0, EF 2000,™ Su-27 FLANKER,™ Flight Unlimited? 1 U.S. 
Navy Fighters™ and MS SideWinder™ joystick. $99 

■ Sports Pack 

Unecessary Roughness ’95,™ Hardball 4,™ FIFA International Soccer, PGA Tout® 
Golf, NHL® Hockey 95 , NASCAR® Racing and a Gravis GamePad. $99 

Printers 

■ Epson® Stylus™ Color IIs Ink Jet Printer $259 

■ Hewlett® Packard DeskJet 600C Inkjet Printer $259 

■ Epson Stylus Color II Ink Jet Printer $339 

■ Hewlett Packard LaserJet 5L Printer $479 

■ Hewlett Packard LaserJet 5P Printer $849 

Service & Support 

Gateway Gold™ Premium 

■ Extended Three-Year On-Site 
Agreement* 

■ Priority 800 Number For Access 
To Technical Experts 
$99 w/ system purchase 
$129 within cuirent on-site service 


■ 3D Atlas 

■ Quicken® SE 

■ 3D Monopoly™ 

■ The Need For Speed™ 

■ Launch Magazine, v. 6 

■ MS Plus Pack 

■ MS Cinemania® ’96 

■ MS Works 95 


*On-site service for desktop and tower systems is 
available to most U.S. and Canadian locations 
after determination by a Gateway tech that you 
need it. On-site service is provided by PC 
Technology Services Inc. Write or call for a free 
copy of our on-site sei 




Ask About Our “90 Days No Payment" Program! I 


“You’ve got a friend in the business 

8 8 8 - 3 0 9 - 7 7 6 8 

Call the Gateway 2000 special component add-ons division at 
800-846-2080for our complete line of extras for Gateway customers. 
Sales Hours: 7am-10pm Weekdays. 






The Best Choice” 

...in the uninstaller field. PC Week, August 7, 1995 

PC Computing, March 1995 

Most Powerful” 


...of all uninstallers. 


Family PC, September 1995 


Best of Class” 


Info World, July 24 ' nna 


Windows 9 


™ybertrash. Cyberjunk. Cybersludge. 

^^■Every time you run your computer, all kinds of digital 
garbage piles up on your hard drive. Polluting your 
applications. Cluttering your memory. Sloooowing things down. 

That’s why there’s new Remove-It’ for Windows’ 95. It’s the 
#1 way to eliminate unneeded debris. Just ask America’s most 

respected software magazines. 

Remove-It safely whisks 
away old files, useless fonts, 
untouched applications, 
Internet junk and more. 


And only Remove-It has a Smart Disk Agent that automati¬ 
cally alerts you whenever garbage starts piling up on your hard 
drive, including trash from online sessions. 

Plus, if you buy Remove-It now, you can save up to half-price 
on our other powerful utilities: Vertisoft Zip-It” and Name-IC 
Just look for the special coupons at your favorite software store. 
For the name of the store nearest you, 
call (800) 466-5875 Ext. R105. 

And take out the garbage.. .today! 


Remove-It 


The #1 way to get the garbage off your hard drive. 

Cirde 324 on reader service card. http://www.vertisoftsys.com 

----- ... .w.vUfrtt is 3 7 ir, It U U. .111.-:..^^ «. 

or registered trademarks are the property of their respective holders. © 











CD-RONWhite 

Get Reel 



H ere’s your choice: Go to a movie theater and spend 
$30 for tickets, popcorn, Junior Mints, and a baby¬ 
sitter, to watch a movie you may or may not like; or 
spend $3 at the local video store, save your waistline, and watch 
a great film . How do you know the movie is a winner? Because 
you have at least one of several movie guides on CD-ROM. 



1 


—- 


Two Thumbs Up: Cinemania 96 can 
be more fun than the movies. 


CINEMANIA 96 OOOOO 

Cinemania 96 doesn’t have the 
most film listings or clips, but 
it’s so well designed, it’s the only movie 
guide that can be even better than watch¬ 
ing a movie. This is how a Windows CD 
should be—rich contents pasted together 
with an interface that’s fun and easy to use. 
There ought to be more film clips, but 
from Bogie in Casablanca to Hal in 2001: 
A Space Odyssey, each clip is a bona fide 
classic. In addition to credits and awards 
for each film, the disc includes publicity 
stills, film-history articles, and full-length 
film reviews by Roger Ebert, Pauline Kael, 
and Leonard Maltin. You can also down¬ 
load monthly updates from Microsoft 
Network. And Cinemania has a snappy 
search engine, plus Cinemania Suggests, 
which lets you select films based on cate¬ 
gory —A Good Laugh or Thrills and 
Chills. You can save and print the list for 


your next trip to the video store. But you 
could wind up having so much fun with 
Cinemania 96 that you never make it there. 

Cinemania 96 / Microsoft Corp. / [800] 426-9400, 

[206] 882-8080 / $35 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 716 


ALL-MOVIE GUIDE 

OOOOO 

In this corner, the winner for 
sheer number of movies listed on a CD: 
Corel’s All-Movie Guide. This Windows 
and Macintosh CD has detailed informa¬ 
tion on 90,000 movies. If a title isn’t here, 
the videotape you rented must have fallen 
off a flying saucer. This disc has no movie 
or sound clips, but what it lacks in multi- 
media, it makes up for in data—any fact 
you could want from cast to audience rat¬ 
ings to gross revenues. All-Movie Guide 



The Envelope, Please ... All-Movie 
Guide wins for the most titles. 




has a search wizard, and a plot finder that 
can lead to story devices such as imagi¬ 
nary friends, spurned love, and nuclear 
holocaust. Films are scored with a star¬ 
rating system, with bar graphs for popu¬ 
larity, artistic quality, and other factors. If 
you click on thumbs-up or thumbs-down 
on the names of movies you like or hate, 
All-Movie Guide looks for patterns in 
your choices, and suggests other films 
you’re likely to enjoy or not. The search 
produces such strange bedfellows as 
Rocky III and Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure. 
Don’t question the reasoning. Go with 
the force, and see where computer fate 
takes you. 

All-Movie Guide / Corel Corp. / [800] 772-6735, 

(613] 728-3733 / $19 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 717 


I BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO 

GUIDE TO MOVIES & 

1 VIDEOS OOO 

If the Blockbuster membership card in 
your wallet is more accessible than your 
driver’s license, this is the CD for you. 
But even if you find a movie you’d like 
to rent in this CD, there’s still no guar¬ 
antee that your local Blockbuster store 
actually stocks it, or that it isn’t already 
checked out. At least this Windows CD 
lets you know if it’s on Blockbuster’s 
master list. In general, this is not a bad 
movie guide—there are film clips (many 
of them trailers) and tidbits on movie 
stars. It doesn’t allow for extensive 
searching, but it’s fun to prowl. Be 
warned, however: This CD never met a 
movie it didn’t like. Mediocre films get 
suspiciously high ratings. After all, 
Blockbuster is in business to rent 
movies, not criticize them. 

Blockbuster Video Guide to Movies & Videos / 

Creative Multimedia / [800] 262-7668, [503] 241 -4351 / 
$20 est. street price; $3 for monthly updates / 

Reader Service No. ji8 


OOOOO Citizen Kane. OOOO Star Wars. OOO Waterworld. OO Halloween V. 
O Plan 9 from Outer Space. 
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Eye-popping Effects: Behind the 
Mask is fun for special-effects buffs. 


| BEHIND THE MASK OOO 

tn’t help thinking that the 
B in-depth attention lavished on 
The Mask in this disc would be more 
appropriate for a film such as Citizen 
Kane. But then in Citizen Kane, Orson 
Welles doesn’t turn into a creature whose 
tongue falls out of his mouth, and eyes pop 
out of his head. Behind the Mask is a great 
Windows CD for special-effects fiends. 
Story boards, raw footage, and complete 
scenes show how the spectacular effects in 
The Mask were achieved. The CD also has 
the complete script, but come on, who 
wants to read The Mask? 


Behind the Mask / Turner Home Entertainment / 
[800] 294-0022 / $30 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 719 


a MEGA MOVIE GUIDE 3.5 

OOO 

This is a bargain-basement movie 
guide with a lot of information and 40 film 
clips, more than a dozen of them trailers. 
Trailers are fun, but I can’t help thinking 
there are probably a few ignored films more 
important than The Flintstones and Time- 
cop. This Windows CD’s interface needs 
some de-kinking. For example, a glowing 
button in the summary screen’s display of 
The Glenn Miller Story indicates that this 
movie won an award. Click on the button, 
and you’re sent to Academy Awards for 
1954, but you still have to search to find 
the reference to the movie. Most of the 
reviews are short and anonymous. Rex 
Reed writes some, but he’s no match for 
the Ebert-Kael-Maltin combo in Cinema- 
nia. There’s also an odd discrepancy in rat¬ 
ings. Depending on where you look in the 
CD, Jurassic Park is given two, three, and 
three-and-a-half stars, respectively. 

Mega Movie Guide 3.5 / InfoBusiness / 

[800] 657-5300 / $25 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 720 


TV set 
“ 12:00 


9 VIDEOHOUND OOOO 

■ I guess it’s a joke that the main 
H screen of VideoHound shows a 
with a VCR on top that’s flashing, 
... 12:00... 12:00...” and the vir¬ 


tual VCR’s controls are useless to fix it. 
The real joke, though, is that Video- 
Hound’s controls are as confusing as the 
most elaborate VCR’s. This Windows CD 
has 1,000 film categories, with many 
quirky topics such as buses, teen angst, 
and dental mayhem. The controls to 
search those categories look easy enough, 
but I often found myself looking at a 
movie review without knowing how I got 
there. VideoHound has 60,000 movie 
titles, second in number only to All-Movie 
Guide. VideoHound has just three film 
clips, but it has many photos and a 
respectable sampling of music tracks. Plus, 
it has one feature that no other movie CD 
has: clips of famous movie dogs. 


VideoHound / Visible Ink Interactive / [800] 776-6265 / 
$40 est. street price / Reader Service No. 721 


I THIS IS SPINAL TAP 


This Is Spinal Tap, Rob Rein¬ 
er’s tour-de-force spoof of rockumen- 
taries, is not only a classic of its type, but 
also the only thing of its type—a simulta¬ 
neous send-up of movies and music done 
with such a straight face that it might as 
well be carved on Mount Rushmore. 
Voyager’s CD version of the movie lets 
you search out the best parts of the film, 
hear only the music, or find cameo 
appearances by Billy Crystal, Paul Shaf¬ 
fer, and other stars. A search feature can 
instantly find any scene in which a par¬ 
ticular word is mentioned. Separate 
sound tracks from the crew and cast give 
different viewpoints on scenes. I’m not 
sure This Is Spinal Tap really deserves 
this deluxe treatment, but this is the way 
to export a movie to a CD. 


This Is Spinal Tap /The Voyager Company / 
[800] 446-2001, [212] 431-5199 /$30 list price / 
Reader Service No. 722 


EMILY POSTS 
j j COMPLETE GUIDE TO 
'*"' sV WEDDINGS OOO 


If your child—particularly your daugh¬ 
ter—wants a big, traditional wedding, 
you’re in for a big, traditional headache. 
Emily Post’s Complete Guide to Wed¬ 
dings might relieve the pain. Instead of 


shouting at your family, you can shout at 
your PC. Most of this Windows CD is 
forgettable. The video advice from Eliza¬ 
beth and Peggy Post and the written tips 
could easily stay in the hard-copy book 
that accompanies the disc. And you might 
use the forms for guest lists and other 
information. The one truly useful feature 
is a worksheet that adds up your expendi¬ 
tures and compares them with your bud¬ 
get. But that may be something you’re 
better off not knowing until the wedding 
is over. Bottom line: If organizing things 
with a computer comes naturally to you, 
get this disc. If not, stumble through 
things the old-fashioned way. 

Emily Post’s Complete Guide to Weddings / 
HarperCollins Interactive / [800] 424-6234, [212] 207- 
7000 / $39 est. street price / Reader Service No. 723 


Rgg" , l LOGICAL JOURNEY 
Hfea&i OF THE ZOOMBINIS 

■m 00000 

This is the coolest educational game I’ve 
ever seen. Your goal is to help the Zoom- 
binis, cartoon characters whose ancestry 
must include Mr. Potato Head, escape 
Bloat’s Island prison. To make a clean get¬ 
away, you have to guide the Zoombinis 
past a troll with choosy taste in pizza, and 
across bridges and other obstacles that 
require you to figure out different patterns 
to get the critters through safely. Kids will 
never suspect that they’re learning math 
skills such as set theory, graphing, data 
analysis, logic, and hypothesis formation. 
Unlike most educational games, which 
tack a lesson onto a mediocre game, the 
play in this disc is the lesson. And 
although it’s recommended for ages 8 
through 12, like the best of children’s 
games, this one’s great fun for adults, too. 

Logical Journey of the Zoombinis / Broderbund / 
(800]521 -6263, [415] 382-4700 / $40 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 724 



Fun with Set Theory: The Zoombinis 
turn math into child’s play. 
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It does more. 
But this is a one 



One touch automatically keeps 
the data on your Pilot safe and 
backed up on your PC. 



At about 4.5" tall, 5.5 oz. and at 
$299* the new Pilot organizer fits your 
shirt pocket—and your budget. Yet it's 
■ huge on functionality. But instead of telling you all it can 


pilot 


do, we think you'd rather try it out yourself. To find out 
where to get your hands on one, give us a call at 
1-800-881-7256. To arrange a demo, visit our web site 
at http://www.usr.com/palm. 


(top PIM software and org< 


996 U.S. Robotics, Inc. U.S. Robotics and the U.S. A 
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28.8 PC Card Modem 
With XJACK.* 

Cellular Direct Connect. 
Digital Line Guard. 

Home Office Implosion Avoidance. 



PC Card Ethernet Adapter 
With XJACK,' 



28.8 Ethernet Modem 
With XjACK: 



AliPoints'Wireless 
PC Card. 


r<r 


OS (on-p)*, ff.ro 

rttotrrv frtrn*- n 


/sot 



: r fo UrtwLsvnps 


it os 


A (uALntltV tcfil 


dqt tVOr 


troq tv ft 




Vt etc 


\A-K(L{,lr tht S-CKt Utc 


if is kmtmtfa Jh^ftt^-t-c 
"itl LhmUt if 
fvr yy^T-c them. 


c 


ein - l^~c Ip w is't'l/' 

<r f 















It Li human nature to want to communicate at 


k^sCi^ss f*~ tb 

skeiyyysl^ 

t 'O' £> fifty (rh, 

tkt wtrktei(L Uti n 
ftrvtvt trf yv\A. 

f<r think 
ytytMf-C <rn 
f-w<r htpA-rS- 


the 
t of 


any time, from anywhere. And in this respect, the 
business traveler is just a bit more human than moot. 

With that ui mind, Megahertz presents the 28.8 
PC Card Modem. It’s designed to be compatible with 
you and the way you work. 

Our newest innovation, Cellular Direct Connect 
with Cable Sensor, lets you stay connected no matter 
where you are, without configuring hassles. The 
patented XJACK*connector means you’ll never have 
to carry (or lose) another cable for the rest of your 
business-traveling life. And Digital Line Guard 
actually warns you if you’re about to fry your modem 
by plugging into a digital PBX phone line. (We all 
know how bad frying things can be.), 

The end result is you’ll always be in touch. Of 
course, first you’ll need to be in touch with us. Just 
call 1-800-LINKING, ext. 4314. Or find us on the 
Net at www.megahertz.com. 


^Megahertz 

_Mobotics 


Crmyril’U 'NttkjuvC. 




dints and "Compatible with you" are trademarks of Megahertz Corporation. 
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SYNOPSIS 

BAKE TEST: What 
happens when 
you cook a 
notebookf 112 

FREEZE TEST: Portables 
aren’t just fair- 
weather friends. 113 

DROP TEST: Bombs 
away—is your 
notebook OK? 114 

SPILL TEST: Splash! Why 
coffee and portables 
don’t mix. 115 

LAB NOTES: Performance 
and battery-life 
results. 116 

USABILITY: Notebook 
trade-offs. 126 

FINAL ANALYSIS: Pick the 
perfect portable. 128 


Y ou’d think someone ransacked PC Computing’s 
labs, with all the broken parts, spilled sticky 
stuff, and shattered plastic. But no. It was the 
aftermath of our notebook torture testing—our annual 
no-holds-barred, show-your-mettle, boot-up-or-die 
evaluation to winnow the road warriors from the ruck. 
This year’s systems had to house at least a 90MHz 
Pentium, and as expected, most of the machines came 
loaded to the nines. But putting that much technology 
on the road can be a perilous affair. 

Even though portables have made stupendous gains in 
reliability during the last four years, many still don’t 
suffer life’s knocks gladly. What good is your investment 
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if your system heads south moments before you plan to give 
a presentation, when you desperately need to retrieve 
e-mail from the road, or when you have only hours to redraft 
a proposal in your hotel room? 

As this year’s tests reveal, however, the little devils can be 
tougher than you might believe. Even machines laden with 
large displays, CD-ROM drives, stereo speakers, and 
multifunction drive bays held up with surprising grace. 

Just remember: If there’s any lesson in this year’s tests, it’s to 
1 keep your notebook dry. Portables that overcame baking, 
l freezing, and falling rarely survived spills. But if sheer 
1 toughness is a high priority for you in a notebook computer, 

1 these machines are top candidates. 


BY MARTY JEROME 






Notebook Torture Test: Bake and Freeze 



Turn Up the Heat 



There’s something tragic about the smell of melting plastic. It 
evokes an image of dollars and data oozing into oblivion simply 
because you left your notebook in your car or near an office 
window one sunny July afternoon. 

But as we discovered, it takes more than a little heat wave to 
cook the notebooks in this roundup. Every machine passed our 
bake tests, despite punishing heat and humidity. 

This is no small achievement. 

To address thermal concerns, 
most notebook vendors focus 
their attention on the Pentium 
chip itself, a little blast furnace of 
a CPU. Notebook manufactur¬ 
ers have worked closely with 
Intel Corporation to prevent the 
temperature from rising too high 
inside the cramped confines of 
the machines—especially note¬ 
books running a 90MHz or 
faster CPU. The 120MHz and 
133MHz Pentium notebooks 
actually have heat-control tech¬ 
nologies built into them. 

The result is a delicate thermal 
balance—which can quickly be 


thrown off if your notebook sits in the glare of a window for a 
while before you boot it. Notebooks can overheat even from 
prolonged use in a stifling office or residing too close to another 
heat-generating device for too long. 

You may have to worry about some Pentium notebooks 
overheating, but not these puppies. They can take the heat. 


How We Tested 

Recipe for notebook flambe: Boot the machine and place it in an oven 
set to 120 degrees Fahrenheit. Set the humidity precisely to 30 percent. 
Cook for 60 minutes', then reboot. 

What should you expect? If the CPU overheats, you're likely to get 
erratic system behavior: crashed programs, lost data, and lockup. 
Electricity-conducting humidity can cause ill-designed circuitry to 
reboot your PC, shut off backlighting, or spin down the hard drive in the 
middle of a read or write session. 

But none of that happened to the systems in this roundup. So we 
decided to turn up the heat, as it were. 

Step 2: Power down the machine and now raise the temperature 
to 180 degrees Fahrenheit. Set the humidity to 0 percent. Cook for 
60 minutes, then reboot. 

On lesser notebooks, the result is permanent LCD discoloration- 
or complete dysfunction. Screen and port-cover plastics may warp. 
Keyboard contacts can fail. In fact, the keyboard can melt entirely. Also, 
these temperatures can flail a battery. But all the systems in this roundup 
booted cheerfully to life. [Tip: Lithium-ion and nickel-cadmium batteries 
sustain heat better than nickel-metal hydride batteries.] 


Survivors 


• Canon Innova Book 350CD 

• Compaq LTE 5100 

• Dell Latitude XPi P120ST 

• Gateway 2000 So/o S5-120XL 

• IBM ThinkPad 760C 

• MidWest Micro SoundBook lip 

• NEC Versa 4050C 

• Texas Instruments TravelMate 5100 

• Toshiba Portege 61 OCT 

• Twinhead Slimnote 890TX 

• WinBook XP5 

• Zenith Z-Note GT 

Casualties 

None 
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Below Zero 



It’s inevitable. Someday you 
and your notebook will be 
stranded at an airport cab stand 
in 6-degree weather for 40 min¬ 
utes or longer. Or a 10-minute 
stop at the office during the 
winter will somehow drag out 
to 2 hours while your portable 
waits in your car in an icy park¬ 
ing lot. These things happen. 

In such circumstances, as 
soon as you power up your 
frozen machine, heat surges 
through delicate microelectron¬ 
ics and a nervelike web of copper 
wires, many of which are no 
wider than a human hair. Your 
hard drive’s read-write head— 
calibrated to perch thousandths 
of an inch above a spinning 
metal platter—begins bobbing at 
the surface for data. The liquid 
crystals in your LCD panel have 
already turned to molasses. 

What are the odds that such 
fragile metal and plastic components will survive a sudden tem¬ 
perature change? From what we discovered in our freeze tests, 
the odds are high. Every portable machine in this roundup not 
only survived a boot-up from a chilly 0 degrees Fahrenheit, but 
also continued normal, extended operations at a mere 32 


degrees—hardly your average office clime. 

Of course, you should warm a cold portable to room tem¬ 
perature before turning it on. But if your notebook happens to 
be one of the systems in this roundup, at least you needn’t 
worry about venturing into nippy territory with it. 


How We Tested 

Notebook-toting journalists at the winter Olympics and field 
commanders who lug portables into icy battlefields know that cold 
temperatures can cause transitory-or permanent-damage to their 
systems. Our freeze tests tried to duplicate both kinds of trouble. 

In the first testing phase, we lowered the temperature to 
32 degrees Fahrenheit and observed changes in normal notebook 
operations. We expected to find slower screen performance 
as the liquid crystals in the display panels began to freeze. 

But the changes in screen response among all the systems we 
tested were imperceptible. 

Any condensation inside a hard-drive casing would have frozen 
at this temperature, easily causing hard disk-access failure. With 
enough condensation, a hard disk could stop spinning altogether. 

But such was not the case. 

In the second phase of tests, we lowered the temperature to 0 degrees 
Fahrenheit with the notebooks turned off. Then we started them. The 
sudden temperature change might have cracked wires or plastic. It could 
have prevented the hard drive from booting. In fact it could have caused a 
lot of trouble. But it didn't. These notebooks aren’t daunted by the cold. 


Survivors 


• Canon Innova Book350CD 

• Compaq LTE 5100 

• Dell Latitude XPi PI 20ST 

. Gateway 2000 Solo S5-120XL 

• IBM ThinkPad 760C 

• MidWest Micro SoundBook lip 

• NEC Versa 4050C 

• Texas Instruments TravelMate 5100 

• Toshiba Portege610CT 

• Twinhead Slimnote 890TX 

• WinBook XP5 

• Zenith Data Systems Z-Note GT 

Casualties 


None 
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Notebook Torture Test: Drop and Spill 



Crash Landing 



Notebooks bounce. Mind you, 
it’s nothing you’d care to wit¬ 
ness, especially if your own dol¬ 
lars bought the box that’s 
vaulting across the floor. But in 
case you ever wondered, before 
the bounce there’s an unnerving 
crash with pieces flying every¬ 
where, and then the machine 
makes a forlorn little hop as it 
comes to rest. 

Clumsy humans are the greatest 
detriment to notebook longevity. 
Our drop tests knocked out 3 of 
12 machines. Among the survivors, 
Dell’s Latitude XPi P120ST, Mid- 
West Micro’s SoundBook Up, and 
WinBook’s XP5 didn’t even suffer 
a scratch. Texas Instruments’ 
TravelMate 5100 sustained only 
hinge damage—utterly miraculous. 

The other survivors—Com¬ 


paq’s LTE 5100, Gateway’s Solo 
S5-120XL, IBM’s ThinkPad 
760C, NEC’s Versa 4050C, and 
Zenith’s Z-Note GT—suffered varying degrees of screen damage, systems. You could blame it on the angle at which we dropped the 
The Versa 4050C lost most of its backlighting. Banding and dis- systems combined with the placement of components within 
coloration afflicted the four remaining survivors. their chassis. With different internal construction, or dropped at 

The notebooks that succumbed to our drop tests could boot a different angle, they might have survived. A word to the wise: 
only partway, either because of crashed hard drives or dead power Whatever notebook you buy, don’t bounce it off the floor. 


How We Tested 

The first 15 or 20 times you drop a notebook, you cringe as it slips 
from your fingers. Then you become accustomed to the cold, 
mechanical slaughter. 

In the first of the drop tests, our systems-displays closed, power 
off-took a 29-inch free fall and landed flat on their chassis. Normally, 
port covers would splinter and fly, and an occasional case would crack. 
But in our tests, hard drives, floppy drives, and even CD-ROM drives 
usually emerged unscathed. Ditto for motherboards and keyboards. 

Not so for LCDs. If the first drop didn’t kill a display, the second- 
from the same height, but with the case open and dropped so that it 
hit the floor at an angle-was often fatal. 

As notebook repairs go, LCD replacement is the most common-and 
the most expensive. Portable PC manufacturers have resisted making 
improvements in protecting their displays from life's knocks because 
doing so would entail unacceptable increases in size and weight. 
Several flat-panel technologies on the near horizon should change this. 

Better notebook makers engineer key caps and port covers to 
pop off in case the machine takes a dive so they can be popped right 
back on, no worse for the wear. 


Survivors 


• Compaq LTE 5100 

• Dell Latitude XPi P120ST 

• Gateway 2000 Solo S5-120XL 

• IBM ThinkPad 760C 

• MidWest Micro SoundBook lip 

• NEC Versa 4050C 

• Texas Instruments TravelMate 5100 

• WinBookXP5 

• Zenith Z-Note GT 



• Canon Innova Book 350CD Hard disk died and 
screen was damaged. 
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• Toshiba Portege 61 OCT Power disappeared. 

• Twinhead Slimnote 890TX Neither screen nor body 
were harmed, but hard disk died. 
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The Big Spill 



The most evil thing you can do to a notebook is water it. The 
machines that could at least boot to an external monitor 
after baking, freezing, and being hurled around like high- 
tech hackey sacks died completely when we doused them 
with an ounce of coffee. 

It may seem obvious that when hot java rains on your 
motherboard, it will go on the fritz and die. We tested to dis¬ 
cover how well-protected a note¬ 
book’s innards were from a 
splash to the keyboard. After all, 
accidents happen. 

The results of our spill tests 
prove that not too many acci¬ 
dents can happen to a notebook 
without it suffering a meltdown. 

More to the point, only two 
notebooks survived our spill 
tests without any trouble: Dell’s 
Latitude XPi P120ST and Com¬ 
paq’s LTE 5100. Two others 
came through the test under pro¬ 
test: MidWest Micro’s Sound- 
Book Up consistently displayed 
a “29 stuck key” error message 
on start-up and beeped at us 
angrily until Windows 95 
loaded, but then it worked fine. 

Texas Instruments’ TravelMate 


5100 had similar keyboard problems, but it also booted up. 

The coffee actually seemed to revive Compaq’s LTE 
5100 notebook, which only narrowly survived the drop 
test. Miraculously, after pitching some coffee in its face, 
the LTE 5100 has booted consistently and without trou¬ 
ble ever since. We don’t recommend you try this with 
your dead notebook, however. 


How We Tested 

Had we used whiskey, water, or yak's milk, the results might have 
been different All we know is that pouring coffee into solid- 
state electronic equipment results in some of the weirdest PC 
behavior we've ever witnessed. 

Since coffee is the most common beverage businesspeople drink 
near a productivity machine, we poured a mere jigger [1 ounce, with 
cream and sugar] between the G and H keys, from a height of 3 inches. 

Some machines shrugged off the assault entirely until we turned 
them off and then tried to power them up again the next day. Most 
notebooks died immediately. Some revived after a day of drying out. 
All but four suffered some form of permanent dysfunction. 

The most common damage? Reports that hard drives could not 
be found were widespread, showing that the IDE host circuitry 
had been wiped out. Power supplies were also a typical casualty. 
Keyboards often lost all or part of their usefulness. Certain keys got 
stuck, and some pointing devices couldn't be moved (and broke 
when we tried]. The lesson to learn from all of this? Notebooks don’t 
make good drinking buddies. 


Survivors 


• Compaq LTE 5100 

• Dell Latitude XPi P120ST 

• MidWest Micro SoundBook lip 

• Texas Instruments TravelMate 5100 



• Canon Innova Book 350CD Power light came on, 
but hard disk and display died. 

• Gateway 2000 Solo S5-120XL Power light came on, 
but system didn’t boot. 

• IBM ThinkPad 760C Hard disk died. 

• NEC Versa 4050C Hard disk spun but display died. 

• Toshiba Portege 61 OCT No power. 

• Twinhead Slimnote 890TX Hard disk died. 

• WinBook XP5 No power. 

• Zenith Z-Note GT No display or power. 
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Knocks 

hardest knocks that life on the road can deliver. And since durability is not the only thing 
on the road warrior’s mind when choosing a notebook, we also ran these 12 notebooks 
through a series of performance and battery tests. Want to find out which system has the 
muscle, juice, and durability to keep up with you? Take a peek below. 


Performance* Battery Life (hours:minutes) Test Summary 



24«/o Faster 


Could survive a small war, and performance won't 
disappoint, either, but it would benefit from faster 
video. Battery life is its weak spot 




A tough, feathery workaholic. You can't beat it up, nor 
can you beat its battery life, which was the longest in 
this crowd of portables. Performance isn’t bad, either. 


25% Faster 





1 

mm 

A decent performer, and it’s rugged as old boots. 

Its 90MHz Pentium held its own against faster 
processors. Unfortunately, battery life is anemic. 

We can’t wait for the 120MHz version. 


16% Faster; 

mmmm 

Takes a tumble with grace, and the battery won’t 
surrender. Its performance could be better: Faster 
video would help, but so would a speedier CPU. 


36% Faster 

mmm 

Sizzling performance-there's none faster in this 
roundup. It can take the knocks of the road as well, 
but keep it out of the rain. Battery life was mediocre, 
given its lithium-ion technology. 

! 


_ tm 

Doesn’t like coffee, and its performance needs a 
boost. Has a gorgeous 12.1-inch screen on 
which to view fast graphics. Battery life is excellent. 


9% Faster 

mm 

Keep this machine high and dry. Performance was 
middling. Battery life was low to middling. 


14% Faster) 

- . 

Middle-of-the-road performance, but great 
battery life and durability. It’s not a fan of java. 



mmm 

Slow to give up the ghost-but it finally did. Other 
90MHz portables should envy the Z-Note's excellent 
performance. But battery life? Ouch. 


__Baseline! 

— 

Its 10OMHz CPU lagged behind every other machine 
here. This portable doesn’t like to be knocked around, 
either. On the other hand, battery life was OK. 


29% Faster; 

.mmmm 

Its performance kept up with portables packing 




much more CPU muscle. Just don’t drop it 


29% Faster! 

MB 

Fast and feature-packed. A faster video accelerator 
would have pushed it to the front of the class. Battery 
life needs improvement, and the machine suffers 
life’s knocks about as well as an overripe melon. 
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p Features Comparison: And the Winner Is... 

Overall Notebook Ratings 


CPU and 


I Product 

| Price 1 

Memory 2 (max.) Display 3 

Weight 4 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

Dell Latitude 

hTI XPi P120ST 

Hr (800] 613-3355 

Reader Service No. 826 

$4,199 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB/810MB 
(40MB/1.2GB) 

10.4 inches, 
640 by 480 

7.1 

pounds 

Unbeatable battery 
life, speedy 
performance, tougher 
than Ho Chi Minh. 

No sound, no CD, no 
multifunction drive 
bay? How positively 

kkkkk 

[ A no-nonsense, 
bare-bones 
\ road warrior. 

Compaq LTE 5100 

(800)345-1518 

Reader Service No. 827 

$6,128 

90MHz Pentium, 

16MB/810MB 

(72MB/1.35GB) 

10.4 inches, 
800 by 600 

8.3 

pounds 

CD swaps with battery 
or second hard drive; 

RAM can total 72MB; 
torture-test survivor. 

Relatively small 
display given the 
machine's 
capabilities. 

kkkk 

‘ Tough, and loaded 
with features. 

Gateway 2000 
SoloS5-120XL 

(800)846-2000 

Reader Service No. 828 

$4,599 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB/1.2GB 

(40MB/1.2GB) 

10.4 inches, 
800 by 600 

8.T 

pounds 

Zippity doo-dah 
performance, CD-ROM 
drive swaps with 
second floppy. 

Expensive; CD-ROM 
drive could be easier 
to remove. 

kkkk 

1 There’s 

IBM ThinkPad 760C 

(800) 772-2227 

Reader Service No. 82 9 

$6,184 

90MHz Pentium, 

16MB/720MB 
(40MB/1.2GB) . 

12.1 inches, 
800 by 600 

7.9 

pounds 

Built-in fax-modem- 
telephony, CD-ROM 

great malleability. 

Needs more zip. 

kkkk 

■ Has multimedia 
, written all over it. 

MidWest Micro 

SoundBook lip 

(800)537-1471 

Reader Service No. 830 

$3,495 

90MHz Pentium, 

16MB/720MB 
(40MB/720MB) 

10.2 inches, 
640 by 480 

6.9 

pounds 

AC adapter can be used 
as internal battery; 
survived torture tests. 

No CD-ROM drive, 
smallish display. 

kkkk 

i A durable 
i me-too portable. 

Texas Instruments 
TravelMate 5100 

(800)848-3927 

Reader Service No. 831 

$4,098 

90MHz Pentium, 

16MB/1.2GB 

(32MB/1.2GB) 

10.4 inches, 
640 by 480 

pounds 

Battery has own LEDs 
for charging status, 
great battery life, 
torture-test survivor. 

No CD-ROM drive; 
design is showing 
its age. 

kktrk 

! One tough, 
long-lasting 
portable. 

Toshiba America 
Porteg6610CT 

(800)457-7777 

Reader Service No. 832 

$4,678 

90MHz Pentium, 

16MB/720MB 

(40MB/720MB) 

9 5 inches, 
640 by 480 

6.4 

pounds 

Smallest and lightest 
full-featured notebook 
with decent performance. 

Pricey; not built 
for pudgy paws. 

Battery life could 
be better. 

kkkk 

Made for traveling, 
no apologies 
i necessary. 

Twinhead Slimnote 890TX 

(800)995-8946 

Reader Service No. 833 

$4,199 

90MHz Pentium, 
16MB/1.28GB 
(64MB/1,28GB) 

10.4 inches, 
800 by 600 

9 

pounds 

Has multifunction drive 
bay, and you can use 
floppy and quad-speed 
CD-ROM drives 
simultaneously. 

Disappointing 
battery life. 

kkkk 

| Solid performer, 
good design. 

Canon Innova Book 350CD 

(800)848-4123 

Reader Service No. 834 

$2,976 

100MHz Cyrix 
Pentium, 
16MB/540MB 
(32MB/540MB) 

10.4 inches 
DSTN, 

640 by 480 

8 

pounds 

Full multimedia 
with swappable 
CD-ROM-for under 
three grand. 

Slowest of the lot. 

kkk 

’ Best multimedia 
| for the price. 

NEC Technologies 

Versa 4050C 

(800)632-4636 

Reader Service No. 833 

$4,774 

90MHz Pentium, 

16MB/810MB 

(40MB/1GB) 

10.4 inches, 
800 by 600 

8.6 

pounds 

Pioneered the 
multifunction drive bay 
others emulate; 
gorgeous display. 

A faster processor 
would help; 

CD-ROM drive 

costs extra. 

kkk 

Solid, if pricey, 

; multimedia 
notebook. 

WinBook XP5 

(800)468-2162 

Reader Service No. 836 

$3,799 

120MHz Pentium, 

16MB/1.3GB 

(32MB/1.3GB) 

10.4 inches, 
640 by 480 

7.2 

pounds 

Built-in fax modem, 
battery life that 
won’t let you down. 

No CD-ROM drive, 
unremarkable 
feature set. 

☆☆☆ 

Solid value, if 
lacking in pizzazz. 

Zenith Data Systems 
Z-NoteGT 

(800)533-0331 

Reader Service No. 837 

$5,498 

90MHz Pentium, 

16MB/1.3GB 

(40MB/1.3GB) 

•OaTBfcET 2 RAM/HARD 

'-11^ inches, 8.4 Multifunction bay, big 

800 by 600 pounds beautiful screen, quad- 

speed CD-ROM drive. 

DISK SPACE. 3 ACTIVE MATRIX UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 4 ' 

Short battery life 
and lofty price, 
but good performance. 

WITH AC ADAPTER. 

kkk 

' Youreyeswill 
thank you; your 
wallet won’t. 


OrkHrk Excellent -kfckkGood ~kkk Acceptable irk Poor ★ Unacceptable Continued on page 126 
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Tomorrow's 

Technology 

Today! 











The Micron 


U nleashing up to 166MHz of Pentium® processor power, 
the Micron Millennia blows past established bench¬ 
marks into a whole new universe of unbridled computing per¬ 
formance. Continuing to triumphantly sweep the PC industry's 
most coveted awards, the Micron Millennia line was recently 
recognized with PC Magazine's "Best Products Of 1995" award. 

m « The Millennia series, legendary for blistering 

®) speed and outstanding value, will handle the 
most challenging applications—right now! 

Pentium 

So if your style is to work hard 
and fast, the Micron Millennia is designed 
just for you. ■■■ 



Millennia P150 

• Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster " 16 stereo sound 8- speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

) • Microsoft' Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD 8- MS Plus! CD 
• 5-year/3-year Micron Power"’ warranty* 

A . 8MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 
$}- 

Business lease $75/month 

1.6GB EIDE hard drive 
• 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

• (lice Pro 95 &■ Bookshelf 95 CDs 

Business lease $88/month 

• 32MB EDO RAM • 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 
• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8- Bookshelf 95 CDs 



• With 166MHz Pentium processor..add $200 

• With 133MHz Pentium processor......subtract $100 


Millennia Plus P166 

• Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound &■ speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD &• MS Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8- Bookshelf 95 CDs 
I) • 5-year/3-year Micron Power 5 warranty* 

A . 16MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

n 099 

J T v ' Business lease $105/month 

B • 32MB EDO RAM • 2.0GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

899 

J r\J S / Business lease $133/month 

C • 64MB EDO RAM • 4.0GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

$C JQQ 

/ / Business lease $173/month 

• With 150MHz Pentium processor.subtract $200 



























Millennia 



icron computers are winning critical acclaim 
for their exceptional quality, record-breaking 
speeds, dependable performance and outstanding cus¬ 
tomer service and support. Recognized regu¬ 
larly for technical excellence and for customer 
service and technical sup¬ 
port, Micron computers have 
been chosen for PC Magazine's "Best 


Windows 


/ill ill II 




"The Millennia is noth¬ 
ing short of the best all- 
around PC available on 
the market today." 

—PC Magazine, April 25, 1995 


"...we tested the latest PCs 
jjfSgl until they begged for 
TBwl mercy and found a 
J§iL no-compromise choice: 
FComputin| Micron's Millennia P133." 

December 1995 

millennia P 133 —PC Computing, December 1995 


Products of 1995" and "Editor's Choice" five times, PC 
World's "Best Buy" over 40 
times, PC Computing's 1995 
MVP award and Computer 
Shopper's "Best Buy of 1995." 
Micron received the highest 
scores in PC Magazine's 1995 
Service and Reliability survey 
in the four categories of 
"Customer Satisfaction with 
Reliability," "Repair Experience," 

"Technical Support" and 
"Future Likelihood of 
Buying Again." 


ra 



800-515-9197 

http://vvww.mei.micron.com 




















Award-Winning Systems 


Servers 

PowerServer SMP P133 

• Intel I33MHz Pentium® processor 

• Dual Pentium SMP ZIF sockets 

• 512K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• PCI 64-bit Video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Full-size tower with 10 drive bays 

__ • Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

^jj\ • Microsoft Windows® 95 CD fr MS Plus! CD 
- ■ |) • 5-year/3-year Micron Power 5 " warranty* 


*2,999 


Business lease $102/month 



E xceptional speed, performance and 
reliability are just a few of the rea¬ 
sons Micron is a technology leader in PC 


B • 32MB RAM • 2GB SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

*3,799 


Business lease $129/month 


PowerServer SMP P266 

• Dual 133MHz Pentium processors 

• 5I2K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Full-size tower with 10 drive bays 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

j\ • Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 CD 
I) • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

A * 32MB RAM • 2GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron I5FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

*4,199 Business lease $143/month 

B • 64MB RAM • 4GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

*5,799 Business lease $182/month 




design. From the award-winning 
PowerStation to the PowerServer SMP 


P266, Micron offers a complete range of 
dependable products to suit every need. 


When you're considering your next PC 
purchase, consider a Micron PC. 

PowerStation P100 


• Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster ‘ 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD & MS Plus! CD 

• 5-year/3-year Micron Power 5 " warranty* 

A • 8MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 


*1,899 


Business lease $65/month 


B • 16MB EDO RAM • 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 


*2,299 


Business lease $78/month 


PowerStation LX P75 


Intel 75MHz Pentium processor 

8MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 

3.5" floppy drive, flash BIOS 

PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (1MB) 

15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 
Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 
Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
Microsoft Windows 95 & MS Plus! 
Microsoft Works 95 

5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 


1,599 


Business lease $54/month 















Pro Magnum 



A gain, Micron leads the industry by making afford¬ 
able workstation performance a reality. The new 
Micron Magnum Plus Pro200 expands the limits of a 
workstation with the most advanced components available. 
The Magnum Plus Pro200 system combines superior 
Micron engineering with Intel's advanced Pentium® Pro 
processor and Windows® NT for the fastest, most reliable 
system on the market today. The Micron Magnum Plus 
Pro200—just what you'd expect from Micron Electronics, 



the technology leader. 


Magnum Pro150 


• Intel 150MHz Pentium Pro processor 

• 256K internal cache, flash BIOS 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster " 16 stereo sound 8- speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 CD 
h • Microsoft Office Pro 95 fr Bookshelf 95 CDs 

I) • 5-year/3-year Micron Power*" warranty* 

A • 16MB RAM • 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

$? QQQ 

' ' ' Business lease $102/month 

B • 32MB RAM • 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, .26dp (15.8" display) 

n 7 qo 

Jfiss Business lease $129/month 


Magnum Plus Pro200 

• Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

• 256K internal cache, flash BIOS 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound &■ speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 
I) • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

A • 32MB RAM • 2GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

$ 4 *599 

Business lease $156/month 

B • 64MB RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

*6,199 Business lease $195/month 


*10,399 


Business lease $320/month 


• With 180MHz Pentium Pro processor.add $200 

• With 200MHz Pentium Pro processor.add $400 



WindowsNT pentium,pro 

READV-TO-RUN processor 


800 - 515-9197 

http://www.mei.micron.com 











Micron Home MPC 



Reinvent the meaning of work and play. The 
Micron Home MPC presents a spectacular 
multimedia experience complete in a single 
package. The only limit is your imagination. 


Pentium 


Home MPC P100 


HomePro MPC P150 


• Intel 100MHz Pentium® processor 

• 8MB EDO RAM • l.OGB EIDE hard drive 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster™ 16 stereo sound 8- speakers 

• 28.8 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

• Microsoft Phone telephony software 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD & MS Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Home Pak includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 95; 
Encarta® 96; Encarta 96 World Atlas; Music 
Central™ 96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0; Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemania® 96; 

Julia Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows 
Entertainment Pack; Money 4.0 for Windows 95; 

\ CD Sampler (includes Fury 3 game demo) 

I) • 5-year/3-year Micron Power™ warranty* 

*1,999 


• Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 16MB EDO RAM • 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 32 Wavetable soundcard &- speakers 

• 28.8 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

• Microsoft Phone telephony software 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, .26dp (15.8" display) 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD & MS Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Office 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

• Microsoft Home Pak includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 95; 
Encarta 96; Encarta 96 World Atlas; Music 
Central 96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0; Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemania 96; 

Julia Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows 
Entertainment Pack; Money 4.0 for Windows 95; 

i CD Sampler (includes Fury 3 game demo) 

• 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 


*3,199 


M icrosoft Home soft¬ 
ware is the most spec¬ 
tacular collection of educa¬ 
tional and entertainment J 
software assembled in a 
single package. There's 
something everyone in thi 
family will love from the 
fabulous new Encarta 96 
World Atlas, exclusive with a Micron Home MPC, to the assortment of 
exciting games in Best of Windows Entertainment Pack. 


Order Fax 208-893-8992 
Day-7 Days A Week 



*Micron Power™ Warranty & Support 


• 5-year limited warranty on microprocessor and main memory 

■ 3-year limited parts-only system warranty 

■ 1-year optional on-site service agreement 

■ 30 days of free Micron-supplied software support 

■ 30-day money-back policy 

■ 24-hour technical support 

til sales are subject to Micron's standard limited warranties and terms and conditions of 
tale. Copies of the limited warranties may be obtained by calling Micron. 



800 - 515-9197 

http://www.mei.micron.com 

MICRON 

ELECTRONICS, INC. 

















You Want More? 

Custom configure your new Micron system with our 
most popular options. 


Multimedia Options Networking Options 

• Creative Labs SoundBlaster'" 32 Wavetable sound card*.$59 • NE2000 Compatible Ethernet ISA NIC (BNC & RJ-45).$49 

• Creative Labs SoundBlaster 32 Wavetable sound card w/2MB RAM\...$149 * 3COM 3C509 Ethernet ISA NIC (BNC, AUI & RJ-45)..........$99 

• Microsoft* Sidewinder Pro 3D joystick. $59 • 3COM 3C595 Fast Etherlink PCI 10/100 NIC (RJ-45 only)..$159 

• Advent AV270 Powered Partners stereo speakers.$99 • SMC ISA TokenCard network card.$199 

• Advent AV370 Powered Partners stereo speakers w/subwoofer.$199 


Storage/Media Options 

• Plextor SixPlex 6X 900kb/s SCSI** internal CD-ROM drive.$200 

(upgrade from systems with standard 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive) 

• Iomega SCSI** Jaz drive with 1.0GB removable cartridge.$399 

• Iomega Zip IDE drive with 100MB removable cartridge.$99 

• Iomega Ditto 800 (400/800MB) Travan Tape back up w/tape.$149 

• Iomega Ditto 3200 (1.6/3.2GB) Travan Tape back up w/tape.$299 

• Conner 4/8GB DDS-2 DAT SCSI** Tape back up w/tape......$999 


Communication Options 

• 28.8bd V.34 internal data/fax modemff...$149 

• 28.8bd V.34 internal Telephony data/fax modem w/full duplex 

speakerphone and voice mail........,.....,..$159 


DisplayA^ rao Options 

• 17" Hitachi SuperScan 1711 (15.9" display) .26dp color monitor***.$300 

• 21" Hitachi SuperScan 2111 (20" display) .26dp color monitor***.$1200 

• Diamond Stealth64 video card w/2MB VRAMf.$150 

• Diamond Stealth64 video card w/4MB VRAMf.$300 

• #9 Imagine 128 video card w/4MB VRAMf.$500 

• #9 Imagine 128 video card W/8MB VRAMf...$750 


Other Options 

• APC Per7T surge suppressor..$39 

• APC Pro7T surge suppressor.$69 

• Microsoft Natural keyboard.$79 



HomePak 


■ Microsoft Home Pak, including: Works 4.0 for Windows 95; Publisher 
Deluxe for Windows 95; Encarta* 96; Encarta 96 World Atlas; 

Music Central” 96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0; Scenes-Sports Extremes 
Collection; Cinemania* 96; Julia Child Home Cooking; 

Best of Windows Entertainment Pack; Money 4.0 for Windows 95; 


•Upgrade from systems with standard SoundBlaster'" 16 sound card 
••Requires SCSI Host Adapter 

•••Upgrade from systems with standard Micron 17" 17FGx color monitor 
fUpgrade from systems with standard 64-bit 2MB EDO video card 
ffV.34 modems includes trial memberships to CompuServe*, 

Prodigy* and America Online®. 


800 - 515-9197 

http://www.mei.micron.com 


900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ED 83687 • Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) 
International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 6am-7pm (MT) 
208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 • Purchase Order Fax 208-893-8992 
Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day-7 Days A Week 
Technical Support E-mail: techsupport.meic@micron.com 


MICRON 

$ ELECTRONICS, INC. 


Circle 107 on reader service card. 






















Usability Report Card 

The Give and Take 

Have traveling notebooks become too complicated for their own good? In the 
quest to deliver the power and features of a desktop system-including 
multimedia and expansion bays-portable PCs have crept back to the 8-to-9- 
pound ballpark. Also, efforts to squeeze every bell and whistle imaginable into 
a portable package have forced some hard usability trade-offs on machines. 

On the other hand, they have engineered some crafty innovations in usability. 
The following sample of the best and worst notebook features gives a good 
indication of where portable technology stands. 


Keyboards 


[> [? 

|. 4 1/ +l 

-OShift 

1 

| Ctrl 

1 + 


Life Size: Few notebook keyboards have the luxurious key 
spacing and shrewd layout of IBM’s ThinkPad 760C. But 
you can’t have it all—there’s no wrist rest. 



Close Quarters: Toshiba painstakingly squeezed its Portege 
61 OCT keyboard to 90 percent of a normal keyboard’s size. 
The result is a smaller, lighter machine with high portability. 


Pointing Devices 


Multimedia 



Two-Horse Race: 

Goodbye, trackball- 
hello, pointing stick 
and touch pad. The 
pointing stick’s 
steeper learning curve 
rewards users with 
greater accuracy and 
the ability to point 
without moving their 
hands from the 
keyboard, as shown on 
Compaq’s LTE 5100. 

Slip ’iV Slide: Easier to 
learn than a mouse, 
touch pads Oike this 
one, on MidWest 
Micro's SoundBook lip] 
let you click by tapping 
on their surface. But 
accurate dragging and 
dropping is difficult, 
and the response varies 
with temperature and 
the moisture on your 
fingertip. 



CD-a-Go-Go: 

Portables that 
pack CD-ROM 
drives, like 
Canon’s Innova 
Book 350CD, 
are ubiquitous. 
The trade-off? 
You really feel 
the added size 
and weight 
when you 
travel. 

Play It Again: A 

true multimedia 
notebook, such 
as Zenith’s 
Z-NoteGT, 
requires dual 
stereo speakers, 
right? 

Unfortunately, 
cramped cases 
often undermine 
otherwise good 
audio quality. 
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of Today’s Portables 

Screens 


Bright Lights: Yesterday’s 1 0.4-inch display has 
been superseded by 11.3-inch and 12.1-inch 
screens like the ThinkPad 760C’s. 

Expansion 


Without a Wire: Infrared adds about $5 to the cost of 
a notebook, as with Twinhead’s Slimnote 890TX, and 
makes sharing files.with PCs and printers convenient. 


Easy Hitch: Traditional full-size docking stations 
are giving way to smaller, cheaper port replicators, 
like this one on Dell’s Latitude XPi Pi 20ST. 


Space Saver: For simple tasks, VGA resolutions are 
fine. But big screens require big cases. Small screens, 
like the Portege 61 OCTs [9-5 inches], save heft. 


Portability 


Growing Pains: 

Over the last two 
years, portable 
PCs have begun 
polarizing into 
either desktop- 
replacement PCs, 
like Twinhead’s 
Slimnote 890TX 
[bottom], or 
traveling PCs, like 
Toshiba’s Portege 
61 OCT [top]. 


Heave-ho! Full- 
featured notebooks 
spent the early 
1980s trimming 
down. With 
multimedia add¬ 
ons, modems, larger 
storage, and bigger 
batteries to power 
all these features, 
the traveling weight 
of notebooks like 
Compaq’s LTE 5100 
has climbed back to 
8 pounds or more. 


PUTING.COM 


127 






NOTEBOOKS 


Final Analysis: Full-Featured Traveling Companions 


Tough Enough? 


There are notebooks that travel fewer than 1,000 
miles a year. Gingerly transported between home and 
office or on the occasional business trip, their jour¬ 
neys are as guarded as Faberge eggs en route to a 
Museum of Modern Art exhibit. 

Unfortunately, most of us have more demanding 
itineraries. We need a machine that can take the knocks 
of the road with reasonable impunity—again and again. 

Gains in notebook durability have been slow but 
steady over the last four years. Increased use of inte¬ 
grated circuit chips has allowed motherboards to 
shrink, thus exposing fewer components to damage. 
Improvements in shock-mounting better protect a 
notebook’s innards. Advances in hard-drive manu¬ 
facturing techniques have brought spectacular gains to 
their reliability. And the list goes on. 

But as our torture tests certainly conclude, no 
notebook is indestructible. Dig deeper into our 
results, and some surprises emerge. For example, 
feature-laden multimedia notebooks with audio and 
video circuitry, delicate CD-ROM drives, and other 


bells and whistles are no more prone to injury than 
stripped-down, lightweight ones. Also, despite all 
the features and performance gains that continue to 
be added to the notebook’s chassis, the display is 
still the most vulnerable component—especially to 
physical jolts. Today’s bigger screens add vulnera¬ 
bility by the square inch. 

In spite of great concern about the Pentium’s over¬ 
heating within the tight space of a notebook, the 
machines in this roundup could work the whole after¬ 
noon under the blazing sun of a Saudi Arabian desert. 

Liquid is your notebook’s worst enemy. Make sure 
your traveling case is waterproof. If you haven’t done 
so, make it a habit to keep beverages away from your 
system. Slosh a little coffee on your desktop PC key¬ 
board, and you may have to buy a new keyboard. 
Slosh a little coffee on your notebook keyboard, and 
you may have to buy a new computer. 


Lab testing performed by SCOTT Naylor, Ibrahim 
Gul, and Daisy Zhao. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT NOTEBOOK FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that's O Choose the next most O What else is 

most important. rffc important factor. important? 




1 Compaq LTE 5100 




Gateway 2000 Solo S5-120XL 
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Her images 

ARE SHOT ONLY WITH 
THE BEST CAMERA, 
CAPTURED ON THE BEST 
FILM, AND STORED ON 
THE BEST DISC DRIVES. 

It all clicks 

BEAUTIFULLY. 


The way she goes about her business 

IS A TRUE PORTRAIT OF PERFECTION. 

And now that she archives all her shots 

DIGITALLY, SHE NEEDS TO KNOW THEY'RE ALWAYS SAFE. 
SO SHE INSISTS ON SEAGATE DISC DRIVES. 

She couldn't picture working any other way. 


SP Seagate 

THE DATA TECHNOLOGY COMPANY 


Visit us at http://www.seagate. 
Call us at 408-438-8111 


of Seagate Technology, Inc. <5)1996 Seagate Technology, Inc. 

Circle 245 on reader service card. 







What’s hot in 
visualization today 


64-Bit Acceleration 

Full-Screen Hardware MPEG Video 

Broadcast Quality Special Effects 

TV on Your PC 

3D Graphics 

Special 3D Effects 

DirectX Support 

Fast Memory (VRAM, MDRAM) 

PCI-Bus 

Plug and Play Installation 
Flicker-Free Refresh Rates, at least 75 Hz 
Color Depth Switching On-the-fly 
Resolution Switching On-the-fly 
Custom Monitor Settings 
Windows* 95 Support 
Graphical Web Sites 
Award-Winning 3D Games 


Can you see 
it clearly? 



Vide 


Borne 

lyste, 

puip 


ludic 


Building The Ultimate Visual System 


With the recent boom in 
multimedia, everybody wants 
brilliant graphics that display 
instantly. But to get the ultimate 
visual quality, you need to build a 
visual system. The best tool to boost your 
computer’s visualization is an add-in board 
called a graphics accelerator that dramatically 
improves graphics through greater resolution, 
color and speed. The result is better overall 
system performance. Applications run faster, 
and shifts between applications and pages 
are quicker. Games, CD-ROMs and spread 
sheets perform better and video playback is 
more vivid. Within the accelerator category, 
a range of solutions are available. 


Get started today without a big expense 

To take advantage of applications with video, 
like multimedia encyclopedias, opt for a 


multimedia accelerator with 2MB DRAM, 
top of improved 2D graphics perforinjl 
(such as a Steallh64 or SpeedStar), a 
accelerator adds full-screen digital v 
playback, including software MPEG, t 
visual system. Be sure a multimedia acceled 
supports your operating systems and inch* 
software to customize your desktop f, 
features like resolution switching on-the-j 
Diamond Multimedia’s Stealth64 Video 2C 


See more, do more 

Let’s say you have a computer and a 15-inch 
monitor that olTers 800 X 600 resolution. For 
running applications like Microsoft' Excel, 
Word, and (when no one is looking) some 
games, the best strategy is to find a 64-bit 
accelerator. 



Check the bus 

Make sure the accelerator is compatible with 
your computer’s bus: the pathway connecting 
the new card to the computer’s microprocessor. 
If your computer is a Pentium, it probably 
uses a PCI bus. A VL-bus is usually found on a 
486, while older computers are likely lo have 
an ISA bus. 64-bit accelerators in this category 
include the Stealth64 Graphics 2000 Series 
(VLB and PCI), and the SpeedStar 64 Series 
(ISA), both between $100 and $150. 


Series incorporates all these features, a 
starting price of just $150 and inclut i 
Diamond's InControl Tools desktop prod 
tivity software, and supports most operati! 
systems, including Windows 95. 


Select the performance level you need 

If you are using more graphically intent 
programs or are using a larger monitor 
high resolution, such as 1280 X 1024, 
should consider a multimedia accelerator v 
faster memory, such as VRAM, for mi 
visual horsepower. The more video memo 
the higher color depth, the greater resoluti 
your system can achieve, and the faster yj 
screen displays will move. Look 
Diamond Stealth64 3000 Series, at a 
price of $299. 


for: 


>5 









Video On My PC 


Some of the hottest , computer 
Systems today are those 
pti|fed with MPEG play¬ 
back. MPEG technology 
(compresses and decora¬ 
's digital video and 
to deliver full-motion, 
fell-screen digital video play- 
pi with realistic clarity, color, 

1, and sound. Diamond offers a video 
syback board, the Stealth64 Video 2001 
ich enables these types of capabilities. 

; °f ideo adds a new association 

ig video to educate and train via 
iec *^inipmcr allows people to learn through 
illy seeing the lesson, providing detail 
Intimacy that text alone cannot provide. , 
the realm of entertainment, the Internet ! 
commercial online services are loaded ; 
i video clips of favorite actors, musicians 
politicians. With MPEG, those video clips 
■ 00 ' an be viewed at full-screen, full-motion. 

Here's MPEG and then there's MPEG! 

m point of distinction within MPEG is 
ardware versus software. MPEG software is 
lemore common. But for higher resolution, 
igfter quality video applications, with 
p-sync, smooth motion and interactivity, 
s well as maximum playback speed 
Berred to as “frame rate”), hardware 
§EG is the preferred solution. Because 
ardware MPEG ensures a consistent rate 
|kyback at 30 frames per second while 



delivering remarkably dear 
playback of video clips, 
minus, and games, i! can 
offer improved performance 
on older slower systems, 
and add the ability to listen 
to CD-quality MPEG audio. 
Diamond’s MPEG Video Player 
1100 Series daughtercard, at $129, 
offers the additional performance of 
hardware MPEG technology, with the 
Steal1h64 Video 2001 Series multimedia 
accelerators. This Stealth product utilizes 
the Scenic/MX2 MPEG decoder from S3, a 
leading supplier of MPEG solutions. 

I want my PC TV 

New TV tuner technology takes the mar¬ 
riage of video and computers even further. 
This technology allows a broadcast, cable 
TV, or a VCR signal to be displayed on 

your monitor, either in a window or full¬ 
screen. You can even capture single frame 
or video clips with this new capability. 
Imagine having part of your screen dedi¬ 
cated to a stock quote broadcast while 
working on a PowerPoint presentation. 
Imagine putting that image in your 
PowerPoint presentation! You can get that 
capability with Diamond’s DTV 1100 TV 
tuner, at $ 129. It's another upgrade option 
for the Stealth64 Video 2001 Series of 
multimedia accelerators. 


| Business and Entertainment Gfflihics Supported by S3’s ViRGE 


A S3 Inc., the leader in multi- 
I media acceleration for PCs, 

I has introduced 30 
a technology to 
I complete line of 
■winning 2D graphics and 
|oaccelerators. Called ViRGE, 
pssingle-chip solution delivers 
nr the first time, powerful 3D 
Hidering, fast 2D graphics 
iteration, full-screen digital ^ 
io and optional support for ’ 
re MPEG and TV tuner/video 


“Computing is 
more visual titan 


ever before. 


capture to the mainstream PC market. The 
flexibility of its design provides for a 
variety of 3D multimedia accelerator 
configurations that improve the 
performance of multiple operating 
systems as well as business, 
professional and entertainment 
I applications. Shaping the 
I future of 3D, the S3 ViRGE can 
be found on the Diamond 

P W Stealth 3D 2000 series. Contact 
’ S3 through the Internet at 
http://www.s3.com 


30. Sega tea registered tra 

Circle 163 on reader service card. 


New Dimensions In 3D 

3D technology goes one step beyond 
standard multimedia accelerators and 
brings a completely new experience to 
computing. Multimedia presentations 
incorporating 3D deliver more impact 
than 2D graphics. With 3D accelerators, 
graphics arts, action games, and 3D 
on the Internet are more realistic. 
For gamers, 3D signifies a new level 
of immersion and interactivity. The 
technology allows for crisper graphics 
at resolutions as high as 1024 X 768. 
Better 3D accelerators also support 
the special effects used in the newest 
3D games, including texture mapping 
and perspective correction. Many are 
designed specifically for Windows 95, 
so be sure the one you choose supports 
the new Microsoft DirectX APIs that 
game developers will be supporting. 
Many 3D multimedia accelerators are 
multi-function, and have features like 
real-time 3D and 2D photo-realistic 
graphics, full-screen, full-motion digital 
video and hardware. 


Diamond offers a family of choices in 3D 

Diamond’s EDGE’ 3D multimedia accel¬ 
erators incorporate all of these features 
and come with Sega Saturn compatible 
control pads*. Starting at $249 for 1MB 
of DRAM, it is bundled with the Sega 
titles: Virtua Fighter" Remix, Panzer 
Dragoon" and NASCAR. Racing from 
Papyrus. Diamond's Stealth 3D multi- 
media accelerator (available June ‘96) 
delivers high-performance 3D anima¬ 
tion, fast 2D graphics and digital video 
playback acceleration, providing 
advanced performance for multimedia, 
games and business applications. 
Starting under $249 for a 2MB EDO 
DRAM version, it is bundled with 
professional software (Asymetrix’s 
3D/FX” and Digital Video Producer") as 
well as cool games (Interplay’s Descent" 
II and Sony’s Destruction Derby"). 

For more information on 
visual systems contact Diamond at 
http://www.diamondmm.com/visad-pcc 



A passion for performance. 














Don't access 
28,800 bps unless you're ready for a nap. 
The higher your transfer rates, the lower 
your access fees and long distance charges. 
The better the compression technology, 
the faster your transfer rate. 

Look for features such as headset support, 
Caller ID, and message notification by 
pager, fax or phone. 

Remote access to fax and voice messages 
vyill help you keep in touch While you're 
out of the office. 

The details count! A solution which 
includes all the cables you need in a single 
package saves you time and money. 


mm 


unications. 


Are you up to speed? 


Integrated Multimedia Communications — Changing The Way We Worl 


Communications are not what they used 
to be. Sophisticated communication tools 
were the spoils of big business only. Small 
business struggled using multiple phone 
lines and a desk cluttered with specialized 
devices — out of the office meant out of 
touch. Last year, 9.2 million Americans called 
themselves telecommuters, and today blank 
stares go to those without an e-mail address. 
Advanced communication 
here...as long as you know 
how to get connected. 


messages are also available. Now anyc 
can add a full-spectrum digital 
board to their computer. Big business] 
longer has the communication advanta 


The answer for many 
telecommuters and home- 
based businesses lies in 
a powerful, integrated 
communications system. 

A comprehensive product 
delivers complete Internet access, 
file transfer, fax, voice messaging and 
e-mail, as well as transfer rates to 28.8 Kbps 
and beyond. Such a solution can also dis¬ 
tinguish between incoming fax, data and 
voice calls on the same line. Conveniences 
important to small business such as: remote 
network access, Caller ID, alpha-numeric 
LCD display, and pager notification of 


The development of modems that ham 
voicemail and fax means cutting 
costs associated with additional equipmi 
services, personnel and phone lines, 
higher speeds, the cost of long dista 
- calls, Internet access fees and tin 
spent online drop significanl 
^ Being wired to the br 


provides extraordinary infi 
mation collection capabiliti 


» well as exceptional prom 
tional opportunities for smi 
business. For example, an interact; 
magazine combining text, graphics, sort 
and video can be produced at a reason^ 
price. The Supra Communications Divisil 
of Diamond Multimedia, Inc. offers 1 
these capabilities in the SupraSonic 288\§ 
a fully integrated communications solutjl 
priced as low as $299. 


State-Of-The-Art Integrated Modem 








What to do on the Internet 


Promote your business 
Look for a job 
Visit new countries 
Play video games 
Send mail around the world 
Visit the Smithsonian 


Chat with friends in Europe 
Browse libraries 
Listen to new music 
Read encyclopedias online 
Publish your artwork or writing 
Read product reviews 


What does it take to surf the Net, send and receive e-mail, 
Vork and download that Web page everyone is talking about?” 


Jumping On The Internet — Without Falling 

Trie Internet is leading the remote connec- designed to work together seamlessly and 


Ivity charge. But with all the buzz about 
|e Internet. many people are still relatively 
jpfused about what it all means and how 
| tike advantage of it properly. Although 
p Internet is growing rapidly due to 
paring business demand, an estimated 90% 
American homes are yet to be connected, 
lively discussions about the hottest Web 


s, who is the best Internet provider, and 
y to get online without headaches fill 
business press as well as popular news 
lagazines and even Ladies Home Journal. 
What does it take to surf the Net, send and 
•mail, and download that Web 
bage everyone is talking about? One of the 
amplest solutions is to get a comprehen- 
Internet kit that offers everything 
[needed to get wired quickly and painlessly. 
Now you don’t have to be a technician to 
injoy this new realm of communication! 

But buyer beware. There are many kits 
available that offer partial or noh-integrated 
solutions. For example, some kits contain 
software only. Others provide a lower 
[speed 14.4 Kbps modem along with off- 
[the-shelf software (or shareware) and an 
net book - none of which is specifically 
grated to work together. A complete 
[ion will have you surfing quickly and 
[simply because the modem, software, 
Internet service provider and manuals are 


are supported by an established leader in 
communications. To reduce Internet access 
fees and prevent watching your screen 
download a single file for 15 minutes, 
choose a state-of-the-art, high¬ 
speed, 28.8 Kbps modem. To 
take full advantage of the 
speed, you’ll also w 


connect with an Internet 
service provider that can be 
accessed at 28.8 Kbps (not all 
of them can). Your provider should 
also have local access numbers in your 
(so you’re not paying a long distance fee 
each time you call), and enough ports to 
handle a large number of customers (so 
you don’t get a busy signal when you want 
access). You’ll also want to ensure that your 
kit comes with one integrated software 
program that encompasses all the primary 
services the Internet offers: e-mail, the 
World Wide Web, Gopher, USENET and 
FTP. Finally, while it will be simple to hop 
on the Internet with a good kit, make sure 
the included documentation and manuals 
specifically address all the items in the kit. 
AH the features required for easy Internet 
access are available in the Supra Simple 
Internet 288. This comprehensive solution, 
over a $300 value, is priced well under 
$200 and includes a CD-ROM tutorial as 
well as an Internet Directory. 


Hid 

SPEED 

as 


The SupraSonic 288V+ 

lf you're a professional or serious user, you'll 
want the performance and messaging 
capabilities of the SupraSonic 288V+, a 
fax/voice/data modem. Small or home- 
based businesses will find extremely useful 
features like: a headset, an intuitive LCD 
display, Caller ID, fax-on-demand, remote 
access to faxes and voicemail, all necessary 
cables, and a friendly user-familiar interface. 




Supra Simple 
Internet 288 

Integration. That's the key to 
finding the right Internet kit. 
Supra Simple Internet makes 
getting on the Internet easy 
with a 28.8 Kbps modem, 
Supra Mosaic software, cus¬ 
tomized manuals, a CD-ROM 
tutorial, fax software and all cables. 



SupraExpress 288i PnP 


This economical solution offers dependable 
28.8 Kbps communications and the ease of 
plug-and-play installation. Configuration is 
automatic whether you're running Windows* 
3.1 or Windows 95. Complete Windows 
solution for fax, Internet and file transfer. 


For more information on 
communications contact Supra at 
http://www.supra.com/sonic-pcc 


DIAMOND 


SUPRA COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION 
















Plug the Gaps in 

Windows 

Ten Things 
Microsoft Left Out 

Let’s not kid ourselves: Windows 95 isn’t perfect. For every plug-and- 
play plus, there’s also a missing virus shield or substandard file manager. 

After more than a year of living with Windows 95, we found ten 
chinks in its armor. The interface may be easy to pick up, but it’s 
still not as efficient as it could be. The disk tools don’t go far 
enough. Memory management still proves to be a problem. And 
the applets for font management, disk compression, program 

uninstalling, and file transfers are still 
136 raw . Also, Microsoft dropped some 

136 features that previous DOS versions 
13 wore with pride, including a system- 

137 maintenance scheduler. 

But a few missing features don’t 

constitute a reason to avoid 

139 

139 Windows 95. Sure, we found 

140 holes. But we also found the right 
140 products to plug them up with. 

BY BILL FIELDS 


Program Launchers 
File Management 
Disk Diagnostics 
Memory Management 
System Maintenance 
Font Management 
Disk Compression 
Application Uninstallers 
Virus Protection 
File Transfer 
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WINDOWS 95 



W hile the Rolling Stones song 
“Start Me Up” made for a 
decent ad, many of us can’t 
help feeling that the money Microsoft 
spent for the rights to use it would have 
been better spent going the extra mile 
on the operating system’s interface. But 
that didn’t happen, so a slew of interface 
enhancements came to the rescue. 

Dashboard 95 from Starfish Soft¬ 
ware is the father of all program 
launchers. Its custom launching tools, 
clocks, calendars, system monitors, 
and even card games are crammed 
cleverly into a tiny space onscreen. 

If you prefer more interface 
enhancements and want them hidden 
everywhere, Symantec’s Norton Nav¬ 
igator for Windows 95 is the package 
of choice. In our testing, the program 
beat out MicroHelp’s PowerDesk, 
WitchDesk’s WitchDesk for Win¬ 
dows 95, and Plannet Crafter’s Plug-In 


for Windows 2.6. Navigator’s 
most obvious enhance¬ 
ment—multiple desktops— 
shows up on the Taskbar: On 
the right end of the Task- 
bar, thumbnails let you 
switch between desk¬ 
tops. Click on one, 
and you get a sample 
alternative desktop 
with all the special 
options on it. Before 
long you’ll be mak¬ 
ing project-specific Norton 
desktops faster than Navigator 95: 
you make folders. Besides a pretty face, you 

Norton Naviga- get extra utilities through also set a history list for 
tor’s Control Center right-click options. your Start/Run menu, so 

(click on the Task- it acts more like the Docu- 

bar’s switch icon) is the key to cus- ments menu (which makes a lot more 
tomizing your Windows 95 interface, sense than the Windows default). 

You decide how many files you see in Overall, Norton Navigator shines 
your Start/Documents menu. You can for its sheer volume of enhancements. 


Utilities: Plug the Holes in Your Operating System 


Gap 1 : Program Launchers 


Gap 2: File Management 



I n the long lead-up to the Windows 
95 launch, Microsoft described 
Explorer as “File Manager on 
steroids.” This lends new weight to the 
“Just Say No” campaign. Although 
Explorer has many benefits, it’s 
missing many 


more. It doesn’t show icons of all the 
drives on your system the way File 
Manager did (copying files was so 
much easier), nor does it let you tile 
Windows. And it doesn’t encrypt files. 

Explorer’s kissing cousin, Inso’s 
Quick View Plus, is pretty limited, too. 
Sure, it opens the basic file formats, but 
it doesn’t print, open files for 
editing in their associated apps, 
or let you view OLE objects 
embedded in documents. 

We looked at many prod¬ 
ucts, including Canyon Soft¬ 
ware’s Drag and File for 
Windows 95 and Pacific Gold 
Coast’s Turbo Browser for 
Windows 95. What we discov¬ 
ered was that no one program 
can fill all the file-management 
gaps. But as a tag-team combo, 
Symantec’s Norton Navigator 


Norton Navigator 95 and 
Quick View Plus: Conquer file 
management with this tag team. 


and Inso’s Quick View Plus not only 
meet these requirements, they exceed 
them. While installing Quick View Plus, 
you have the option of associating it 
with Norton Navigator as well as 
Netscape’s Navigator Web browser. If 
you do, it handles an almost absurd 
number of document types, closely 
mimics formatting, prints documents, 
and opens multiple files (from right- 
click menus, if you choose). 

Norton Navigator, on the other 
hand, pulls out all the stops. In addi¬ 
tion to handling all the shortcomings 
we listed above, it treats ZIP files like 
regular Windows 95 folders, lets you 
create self-extracting ZIP files by sim¬ 
ply renaming them with an EXE exten¬ 
sion, and integrates FTP sites on the 
Internet into File Manager as though 
they were network drives. 

Download a free trial version of 
Quick View Plus from www.inso 
.com/. You can also find a link to it 
on PC Computing’s Web site at 
www.pccomputing.com. 
































Gap 3: Disk Diagnostics 



Y bu can’t complain about Win¬ 
dows 95’s Scandisk, Defrag, 
and its two little resource mon¬ 
itors (assuming you can find them, that 
is). These built-in utilities fix lost clus¬ 
ters and cross-linked files, optimize 
your hard disk, and tell you how your 
system is performing. But let’s face it, 
none of them is likely to be voted 
queen at the Utilities Ball. 

That accolade falls to Symantec’s 
Norton Utilities for Windows 95. 
Since the earliest versions of DOS, this 
collection of utilities has filled enor¬ 
mous gaps in various operating sys¬ 
tems. Norton Utilities gave Microsoft 
the idea for some features that became 
standard in its operating systems; 
three main examples are the file- 
undelete option, the disk defragger, 
and the disk-information tools. Of 
course, all those features are also 
found in Windows 95, Microsoft’s 


Plus, Quarterdeck’s WinProbe 4, 
Touchstone’s WinChecklt 4.0, 
and CyberMedia’s First Aid 
95. But Norton Utilities for 
Windows 95 has better ones— j 
and it does a whole lot more I 
than Windows 95. M 

The speed of Norton ■ 
Speed Disk puts Windows fl 
95’s Defrag to shame. The 
Norton Image and Rescue 
tools save crucial system iWS 
information and help J 
restore it in case of disas- jmu 
ter. To avert calamities 
altogether, Norton Disk Doctor not 
only performs a series of tests on your 
hard disk that make Windows’ own 
Scandisk look like a quack, but also 
produces in-depth and accurate reports. 

Oh, and when you fill up your hard 
disk, Norton Space Wizard looks for 
redundant space hogs in all—and we do 


Norton Utilities 95: Disk Doctor 
is part of the winning combo for 
keeping tabs on your system. 

mean all —the right places, then deletes 
or compresses whichever files you 
choose for the treatment. 

That’s how you treat a hard disk. 


Gap 4: Memory Management 

R emember reeling with laughter 95’s shortcomings best. With QEMM’s 
at Windows 95’s minimum Stealth technology, you can shuffle vital 
memory requirement (4MB) chunks of DOS code in your Windows 
and the recommended amount (8MB)? 95 command-line sessions to free up 

Remember how the joke froze when more conventional RAM for those CD- 
you found out that unless you had 
16MB, it really did drag on your PC? 

OK, hold that thought. 

Another gag going around was that 
you could run all those DOS games 
under Windows 95. Sure enough, 

Doom worked on the first try. But 
a few apps still needed more than 
600K of conventional memo¬ 
ry, and—surprise, surprise— 
those Windows 95 command¬ 
line sessions crammed all their 
virtual DOS machinery right where 
the games needed it most. 

There are tons of memory utilities on 
the market, includ¬ 
ing Max 8 from QEMM 8: 

Qualitas, but Quar- Squeeze the most out 
terdeck’s QEMM 8 of your memory under 
. package handles Windows 95 with QEMM's 
both of Windows Stealth technology. 



under DOS. We didn’t get the entire 
634K of free conventional memory that 
Quarterdeck claims is possible, but we 
did reclaim a crucial 21K into upper and 
high memory to reach the 600K mark. 

And to increase apparent memory 
for those new 32-bit apps, the QEMM 
bundle comes with MagnaRAM 2.0, 
the first functioning 
RAM compressor for 
Windows 95. Our test¬ 
ing machine, Com¬ 
paq’s Deskpro 33MHz 
486 with 8MB of RAM, 
is a good litmus for this 
class of product. We 
could have loaded a 
couple more big appli¬ 
cations while running 
MagnaRAM on this 
platform. Sure, it took 
a little longer to open 
programs (because MagnaRAM 
was compressing its code into 
RAM), but switching between appli- 
much faster. 
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Utilities: Plug the Holes in Your Operating System 


Gap 5: System Maintenance 


P ower users don’t like to expend 
much energy on mundane tasks 
like running a quick Scandisk ses¬ 
sion or defragging a hard drive. Routine 
maintenance tasks like those are best 
programmed into your system’s sched¬ 
ule and taken care of automatically. 

But you can’t do that kind of system 
maintenance with Windows 95 alone. 
Scheduling times to run programs is a 
job for add-in utilities. Microsoft didn’t 
ignore scheduling completely, of 
course. System maintenance schedul¬ 
ing is part of what the System Agent 
component of Microsoft’s Plus pack 
handles. System Agent gets installed by 
default and is programmed to handle a 
few routine tasks like disk scanning 
and defragmenting. 

System Agent works well as a basic 
solution, but it isn’t your only option. 
If you favor Starfish Software’s Dash¬ 
board 95 as a program-launching 


interface, you can also make use of 
its event-scheduling option. 

The Cadillac of system mainte¬ 
nance schedulers, however, is Metz 
Software’s Metz Scheduler, which 
includes options that put other 
similar programs to shame. You 
can schedule events to occur 
annually, monthly, weekly, 
daily, hourly, or even every 
minute. Alternatively, you 
can have Metz Scheduler set 
wheels in motion after a pre¬ 
determined period 
of inactivity under 
Windows 95. This 
level of control over 
times and dates is 
the software’s key 
strength. And despite 



Metz Scheduler: 

Schedule your regular 
system maintenance 
right down to the minute. 


Scheduler is that you can 
try it free for 45 days. 
Download it from www 
i almost exces- .metz .com/metz/ and pay only $29 if 
sive number of options, Metz Sched- you like it. (You can also find a link to 
uler also passes muster in usability. it on PC Computing’s Web site at 
Another good thing about Metz www.pccomputing.com.) 




Gap 6: Font Management 



R emember how dangerous it 
was to install a CD-ROM 
chock-full of snazzy typefaces 
under Windows 3.x? Even the most 
tanked-up PCs, the ones that 
were stuffed to the 
expansion 


slots with memory, took eons to 
boot up as Windows brought up font 
after font for inspection before it pro¬ 
vided you with even a glimpse of the 
Program Manager. 

This time around, Microsoft took 
the sluggishness out of font-loading. 
Windows 95 with 35 fonts behaves 
no differently from Windows 
95 with 3,500 fonts—until 
you open the Control Panel’s 
Font folder, that is. 

In a laudable attempt at 
usability, Microsoft turned 
almost anything it could 
into a folder, and made 
all of the folders operate 
in a similar way. This 
ipproach works for the 
directory structure in 
Microsoft Explorer, the Con¬ 
trol Panel’s applets, and the 


FontMinder 3.0.4: Sort, preview, 
load, and unload fonts to your heart's 
content with Ares’s FontMinder. 


bookmarks in Internet Explorer— 
which are just folders full of shortcuts. 
However, this scheme doesn’t work 
for fonts. A much more sensible 
arrangement comes from Ares’s Font¬ 
Minder 3.0.4, which has virtually no 
competition in its field. ' 

With Windows 95’s Fonts folder, 
you can add, delete, and sort fonts 
according to descriptions such as 
serif, sans serif, and script. You can 
do that with FontMinder, too. But 
FontMinder also lets you preview 
fonts in a subwindow and sort them 
into font packs to load and unload for 
special projects, all in one tab-oriented 
window. In a second window you 
can check out each font’s full charac¬ 
ter set and technical details such as 
weight, kerning pairs, file name, and 
folder location. 

This one-disk utility handles fonts 
like a hot-lead-slingin’ pro, and it 
behaves like a good little Windows 
app as well. A utility like Font¬ 
Minder just has to be your type. 

may 1996 



























Gap 7: Disk Compression 

worth its weight in megabytes. 

DriveSpace 3 doesn’t handle 
true archiving, as do Symantec’s 
Norton Navigator and share¬ 
ware star WinZip 6.0 for Win¬ 
dows 95. But DriveSpace 3 
does more than just compress 
your files at random to save 
disk space. It’s smart, too. 

Microsoft’s Plus Compres¬ 
sion Agent takes advantage 
of Windows 95’s ability to 
track file usage. If it detects 
files that aren’t used often, 

it crunches ’em even smaller, Microsoft’s Plus 95: DriveSpace 3 uses 
figuring that the performance Plus’s Compression Agent to give you hard 
hit when you expand them disk space you didn’t even know you had. 


O bviously, Windows 95 han¬ 
dles disk compression. Didn’t 
Microsoft bundle a 32-bit 
version of its, er, popular DriveSpace 
with it? You can’t knock the company 
for trying, but if it was sincere about' 
offering industrial-strength, drive¬ 
doubling, diskwide compression, why 
did it provide an instant upgrade from 
DriveSpace 2 (on the Windows 95 
CD-ROM) to DriveSpace 3 (on 
Microsoft’s Plus CD-ROM) on the 
day Windows 95 shippedf 

Say what you like about Microsoft’s 
Plus strategy. Accuse the company of a 
crass attempt to extract yet another $40 
from the Windows-buying public. But 
you can’t deny that the Plus pack has 
two truly useful features. We talked 
about System Agent for event schedul¬ 
ing (see Gap 5, page 138). And when it 
comes to saving disk space, our testing 
proved that DriveSpace 3 really is 


won’t matter if you don’t use 
them frequently. 

The result? Don’t be surprised if you 
rack up something really impressive like 
2.5:1 compression. Don’t expert ratios 
like that right away, but they may very 


well happen. The only serious proviso: 
Unless you’re running at least a fast 486, 
you’ll notice some serious slowdown 
with DriveSpace 3. It’s not designed for 
low-powered CPUs. 


Gap 8: Application Uninstallers 


W fe know that the Control 
Panel has a handy-dandy lit¬ 
tle Add/Remove Programs 
icon. We know that if you use it reli¬ 
giously, Windows 95 will track all the 
32-bit programs you install. We also 
know that Add/Remove Programs will 
put the name of the installed program 
on the list, so that when you’re fin¬ 
ished with the program you can 
uninstall it with a mouse click. 

But let’s get real here. Not 
every program you have is a truly 
Windows 95-compliant applica¬ 
tion. And eventually you’ll want 
to get rid of some of your older 
16-bit software. If you don’t clean 
up, you’ll be left with detritus 
your hard drive that could coi 
sume megabyte upon mega¬ 
byte of storage space. 

CleanSweep 95: DLLs 
and other leftovers from 
apps you want to trash are 
history with CleanSweep. 


Some judicious work with a pro- uninstalling packages we tested— 
gram like Norton Utilities’ Space including MicroHelp’s Uninstaller 
Wizard frees up a little space, but to 3.0 and Vertisoft’s Remove-It 3.0— 
really tidy up everything (including Quarterdeck’s CleanSweep 95 was the 
your Registry associations), you need best. CleanSweep 95 is based on wiz- 


the heavy hitters. Of all the 



ards that determine which compo¬ 
nents of a program to remove. Best of 
all, it compresses and backs up pro¬ 
grams by default, which 
minimizes the risk of over¬ 
doing your deletions. This 
feature also lets you archive 
programs for later use or for 
moving to another drive. 

How good is CleanSweep 
95 at removing programs? 
Non-Windows 95 applica¬ 
tions are gone in a flash, 
without leaving a trace. By 
contrast, after you use the 
Control Panel to uninstall 
Windows 95 apps, you’ll still 
see them listed in the Add/ 
Remove screen. But if you 
do need to do some housecleaning, 
CleanSweep is the way to go. 
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Utilities: Plug the Holes in Your Operating System 


Gap 9: Virus Protection 


U nless your system has actually 
been struck by viruses, you’re 
likely to have one of two 
responses to the threat of them: dread or 
denial. Once you’ve had a virus on your 
system, the responses shake down to a 
common denominator—namely, irrita¬ 
tion. And once you’ve graduated from 
the last version of DOS (which had a 
built-in virus scanner and shield) to 
Windows 95 (which doesn’t), it won’t 
always be the virogens that bear the 
brunt of your irritation. 

Third-party Windows 95 virus apps 
abound, such as Touchstone’s PC-cilhn 
95, Symantec’s Norton AntiVirus for 
Windows 95, and IBM’s AntiVirus 2.4. 
But McAfee’s VirusScan for Windows 
95 and S&S International’s Dr. Solo¬ 
mon’s Anti-Virus Toolkit for Windows 
95 stood out in our testing. 

VirusScan takes up less than 2MB 
on your hard disk, and just shy of 


900K to download. It’s avail¬ 
able on the Internet (mcafee 
.com/) or as a link on PC 
Computing’s Web site (www 
.pccomputing.com). 

Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus 
Toolkit (CompuServe: GO 
DRSOLOMON) provides a few 
more options, including scan¬ 
ning of zipped files and an 
encyclopedia of viruses that 
gives you a first-rate education 
in protecting your system. 

We highly recommend 
either of these programs, giving 
a slightly stronger push toward 
the pricier Dr. Solomon due to 

superior tutorial. A word of 



Anti-Virus Toolkit 95: No virus is 
safe from the doctor with this utility. 


warning: Don’t try to run any virus and Norton Utilities before you start a 
scanner at the same time you run a sys- virus scan. The two types of utilities 
tem utility—especially if it’s from the vie for control of your system—a clash 
Microsoft’s Plus or Symantec’s Nor- of the titans that can easily freeze Win- 
ton Utilities. In fact, quit System Agent dows 95 in its tracks. 


Gap 10: File Transfer 



where’s the darn cable for connecting 
it to your laptop? 

You don’t get any of that with Win¬ 
dows 95. But you get all that and more 
with Traveling Software’s LapLink for 
Windows 95. When we matched it up 
against Symantec’s pcAnywhere32 in 
our labs, we found that LapLink is the 
product we’d want with us on the road. 
Using Windows 95’s modem, port, 
IPX, and TCP/IP drivers, LapLink 
packs all kinds of remote-file and sys¬ 
tem access into a single program. 
Need to sync up work files 
between your laptop and 
desktop system? Every¬ 
thing you need is right 
there—down to parallel and 
null-modem serial cables. 
LapLink pumps files across 
the wire lickety-split and lets 


LapLink for Windows 95: 

This remote-control program 
gives road warriors effortless 
network access. 


W ith My Briefcase, dial-up 
networking, and newly 
secure file sharing among 
user-administered local workgroups, 
Windows 95 seems to have file sharing 
all sewn up—until you actually try to 
do it. Where’s the ease of use? Where’s 
the infrared hookup? Where’s the 
access to other versions of 
Windows? And 


you do all sorts of file-management 
tasks on both hard disks right from the 
keyboard. And Traveling Software’s 
SmartSync technique (like Windows 
95’s Briefcase) ensures that you don’t 
overwrite newer files as you sync up 
folders on both systems. 

But throwing files across a parallel 
cable is the smallest part of the story. 
LapLink is also a remote-access and 
remote-control program with a chat fea¬ 
ture, so with one phone connection you 
can hold typed conversations with who- 
ever’s at the PC you’re connected to. 
And you can access a network from the 
road, using dial-up or a PPP-compliant 
remote-access server. Having Internet 
access to your LAN or other host sys¬ 
tem means you can hook up remotely at 
local dial-up connection costs. 

Windows 95 includes rudimentary 
features for transferring files between 
systems. But LapLink adds an easy- 
to-use interface and support for Win¬ 
dows 3.1 systems, and throws in the 
connection cable besides. 
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Forget NEC and Sony. Your best value in hi-res color 
monitors with advanced Trinitron® CRT is Technitron 
from MAG InnoVision. 


VERTICALLY FLAT — superb image quality and 
reduced distortion. 

ULTRA FINE 0.25mm APERTURE GRILLE — 

super sharp focus and definition. The unique technology 
enhances brilliance and contrast to levels other 
monitors can’t match. 

MICROPROCESSOR - based digital controls 
deliver unrivaled flexibility with Plug & Play ease 
for Windows® 95 compatibility. 

NEC doesn’t have it. Sony’s is more expensive. 

For the best value in Trinitron®* color technology — 
buy Technitron from MAG Inno Vision. Discover why 
monitor buyers across the country are switching to 
Technitron — The Other Trinitron®* from MAG 
InnoVision. Call 1-800-827-3998 ext. 167 for the 
MAG Authorized Ultimate Reseller near you. 


The Other Trinitronf * 

http://www.maginnovision.com 
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WINDOWS 95 


Final Analysis: Find the Perfect Fixes for Windows 95’s Shortcomings 


All the Right Pieces 


For each of the obvious holes in Windows 95, there’s a 
fix. But the trend in utilities is moving away from sin¬ 
gle solutions. Gearing up for a fully functioning Win¬ 
dows 95 is an exercise in mixing and matching. 

Having uncovered the holes in Windows 95, we 
set out looking for tools to plug every one. But for 
each dedicated, single-function solution we discov¬ 
ered, we also found a utility that addressed a fistful of 
issues in a creative way. 

The one-product solutions were for combating 
viruses, uninstalling applications, and managing fonts. 
Although you might choose Dr. Solomon’s Anti- 
Virus Toolkit or McAfee’s VirusScan according to 
your needs, products like these don’t help fill any 
other gaps in Windows 95. 

However, other fixes spanned multiple problems. 
DriveSpace 3 in Microsoft’s Plus, for example, gives 
you more than premium disk compression. It also 
takes care of your system maintenance, because Plus 
throws in System Agent as part of the deal. Likewise, 
if you want a multiple-desktop interface that makes 
smart use of the Taskbar as a desktop switcher, your 
obvious choice is Symantec’s Norton Navigator. 
Navigator solves the majority of Explorer’s short¬ 
comings as a file manager, too. 


In some cases you’ll want multiple products to han¬ 
dle Windows 95’s weaknesses. In most ways, Norton 
Navigator is a solution to your file-management 
needs—but it doesn’t do anything to expand Windows 
95’s roster of file viewers. For that, you have to turn to 
Quick View Plus, which coincidentally offers support 
for Navigator as one of its installation options. 

But although a pieced-together collection of util¬ 
ities from multiple vendors addresses all of your 
specific needs, it does expose you to problems you 
wouldn’t encounter with a single-vendor solution. 
For example, if you’re running a system agent such 
as the kind in Microsoft’s Plus pack or Symantec’s 
Norton Utilities, you can expect trouble from low- 
level, invasive utilities such as virus scanners that 
make it their business to probe the areas where the 
system agent is looking. But as we discovered in 
our tests, these incompatibilities are typically cov¬ 
ered in the programs’ documentation and are easily 
remedied. And if it means plugging those Windows 
gaps, isn’t that worth a little extra effort? 


Bill Fields is a freelance writer who has been filling 
the gaps in Windows 93 and other operating systems 
for over ten years. Lab testing by LuliT Bezuayehu. 
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It’s What Makes 
Your Zip Rip. 


SCSI. The cool connection for hot peripherals. 

/ 

Iomega ® Zip drives zip faster when you use a SCSI (pronounced scuzzy) host adapter. 

Up to 600% faster than conventional parallel port connections. It’s just one more reason to give your 
PC a SCSI connection. To learn more about Adaptec'” SCSI host adapters and to enter to win a free Zip drive, 
or other prize / call 1-800-655-3977 ext. 5640* or visit our home page at http://www.adaptec.com 
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The Future of Windows: Microsoft’s Next-Generation Operating System 

Waiting for 

Windows 97 


Last August, as Microsoft started up the Windows 95 
hype machine and cranked it to ear-splitting volume, 
something extraordinary happened. Computer indus¬ 
try analysts, normally a cranky and contrarian bunch, 
came together in a stunning show of unanimity. Every 
analyst we talked to offered the same advice: Corporate 
computer buyers should avoid the Windows 95 stam¬ 
pede until early 1996, when Microsoft will be forced to 
release the inevitable bug-fix upgrade. 

Gambling on Windows 96 seemed like a sure thing 
even as late as December; after all, every operating sys¬ 
tem ever released has suffered from the dreaded point- 
zero curse. Instead, it turned out to be a sucker bet. Late 
in January Microsoft made it official: There won’t be a 
Windows 96—or a 95.1, either—and the only bugfixes 
will be contained in a handful of patches posted on 
Microsoft’s Web site (www.microsoff.com) and avail¬ 
able as a CD-ROM “service pack.” 

While Microsoft’s developers work on the next 
major release, expect a steady stream of Windows add¬ 
ons this year and next, most of them designed to 

Windows 97 vs. Windows NT 


I Features 

| Windows 97 

Windows NT 4.0 

Plug and Play 

The switch to NT-style drivers 
could.cause hardware havoc. Older 
devices may get an “unsupported" 
label, but compatibility will still be 
the goal. 

NTs security layers are the sworn 
enemy of the most ill-behaved 
hardware devices. Plug and Play 
: features will migrate slowly 
into NT. 

Multimedia 

Microsoft is determined to make 
this the ultimate game platform. 
High-performance DirectX sound 
and video drivers will be built 
into Windows 97. 

A handful of the improved DirectX 
sound and video drivers will 
appear in NT, making Windows 95 
games an option even in uptight 
corporations. 

Microsoft Network 

The effort to transform Microsoft 
Network from an America Online 
clone to the world's largest 

Internet service provider will 
continue at full speed. 

Want Internet access via Microsoft 
Network? You won’t find it in this 
year's NT upgrade package, though 
it may be available by year-end. 

Mobile Computing 

Plug and Play pays off with on-the-fly 
reconfigurations that adapt instantly 
to new monitor sizes, network 
connections, and the like. 

The hassle continues: Without Plug 
and Play, you’ll need to shut down 
and restart the notebook each time 
you hook up to a docking station. 


extend Windows 95’s hooks into the Internet and all 
destined to appear in Windows 97. Beta testing began 
in February on a new version of Windows NT, sched¬ 
uled for summer release and incorporating the Win¬ 
dows 95 interface. And the rumor mill continues to 
chum: Beta testing for Windows 97 won’t begin until 
fall or later, but early this year the first version of 
Windows 97—extremely unauthorized, and very 
ragged—popped up on the Internet. 

One Piece at a Time For sheer bulk, the Win¬ 
dows 95 service-pack CD includes the entire Windows 
Driver Library, with updated drivers for video 
adapters, printers, and other hardware devices that 
weren’t supported last summer. The rest of the service 
pack can be divided into three categories: 

• New Stuff. The most visible addition is Internet 
Explorer 2.0, the latest release of Microsoft’s Web 
browser. Two other Internet add-ons are upgrades to 
components that first appeared on the Plus CD: an 
improved setup wizard for configuring dial-up Internet 
connections, plus a friendlier dial-up scripting tool. 

There’s also a driver that allows 
wireless communication between 
portable PCs and desktop systems 
equipped with infrared ports. 

• Bug fixes. An updated version 
of the 32-bit Windows 95 OLE 
libraries fixes a problem with 
Microsoft’s Office applications 
that caused stray data to be insert¬ 
ed along with OLE objects. 
Encryption for the Windows 95 
password cache is beefed up, and 
a revised file- and printer-sharing 
service plugs a security hole that 
Internet users might encounter. 

• Network updates. Businesses that 
are Novell-centric will welcome a 
Microsoft-written network service 
that lets Windows 95 machines 
connect with NetWare 4.x servers 
and use NetWare Directory Ser¬ 
vices (NDS). A corresponding 
update to the Windows 95 shell 
enables NDS browsing and fixes 
an obscure bug that can result in 
data loss when copying files on 
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NetWare servers. For Big Blue shops, 
there’s a new Data Link Control (DLC) 
protocol stack that allows Windows 95 
' machines to talk with IBM mainframes 
and AS/400s. 

New for 96? Not every new Win¬ 
dows 95 component made it into the 
first service pack, however. One notable 
extra is now available for download 
from a variety of online sources, includ¬ 
ing PC Computing’s Web site (www 
.pccomputing.com). 

Wang Laboratories and Microsoft 
collaborated on this new library of imag¬ 
ing software that hooks into Windows 
95 as an OLE component. With Wang’s 
custom OLE controls, users of work- 
flow and document-imaging applications 
can scan paper documents and process 
faxes received through a fax modem, then 
store, view, and manage them as elec¬ 
tronic images. The first incarnation of the 
Wang software beefs up the Windows 95 fax service for 
Microsoft’s Exchange, adding annotation and a more 
robust viewing engine. 

Also new for 1996: an assortment of improved sound 
and video drivers designed to pump up Windows 95 
game titles. Don’t look online for the DirectX drivers, 
though—DirectDraw, DirectSound, and the other 
components will be shipped with new games (like 
Doom for Windows 95) for installation as needed. 

On Deck: the Internet and NT With the next 
major Windows release scheduled for next year, does 
that mean there’ll be no Windows news in 1996? 
Hardly. Bill Gates seems to have taken a lesson from 
the Bill Clinton School of Motivation: “It’s the Inter¬ 
net, stupid!” is the motto around Microsoft’s Red¬ 
mond campus, and that focus is reflected in the list of 
updates expected to appear this year. 

Internet Explorer 3.0 is the most eagerly awaited of 
the bunch. Expect to see support for Sun’s Java pro¬ 
gramming language, as well as the ability to handle 
frames and other HTML extensions that debuted in 
Netscape’s Navigator 2.0. But while Navigator focuses 
on encouraging third parties to develop plug-in applets, 
Microsoft is pinning Internet Explorer’s future on 
Visual Basic and DocObjects-embedded OLE files that 
launch an associated application when double-clicked. 

Meanwhile, a quiet update to Windows NT may 
have more of an impact on business users. Around 
Microsoft, the update is known informally as the Shell 
Update Release, although it will likely be called Win¬ 
dows NT 4.0 when it hits the streets this summer. This 
new version, whose interface looks nearly identical to 
that of Windows 95, overcomes one of the major objec¬ 
tions corporations expressed to upgrading from Win¬ 
dows 3.1. In theory, despite the enormous architectural 
differences between the two operating systems, users of 
Windows 95 and NT can sit in a single training class. 


Wait Till Next Year? Does this parallel develop¬ 
ment track mean that Windows 95 and Windows NT 
are destined to converge in a single operating system? 
Maybe, but it won’t happen in 1997. Although Win¬ 
dows 97 and the next major upgrade of Windows NT 
are set to share more code than ever before, there will 
still be a need for two distinct operating systems. Early 
this year, an extremely rough “Beta 999” of Windows 97 
escaped Microsoft’s development labs and snuck into 
the real world. Based on our sneak peek at that software, 
here’s what we predict you’ll see next year: 

• A new hybrid of Internet Explorer and Windows Explorer. 
This major interface change will surface in both oper¬ 
ating systems, possibly even this year. The new uni¬ 
versal browser will replace the confusing hierarchical 
structure of drives and folders with the page-oriented 
metaphor in Web browsers; the idea is to let you 
browse files on local disks and network servers by 
clicking on links on a page. Just as with your Web 
browser, you’ll be able to save favorite views and 
switch between views with the click of an arrow. 

• An all-new hardware-driver model. Hardware makers 
grumble that the different requirements of Windows 
95 and Windows NT force them to develop two sep¬ 
arate drivers for every device. The good news? Next 
year both operating systems will adopt a uniform 
driver model, allowing a single software driver to 
work with both Windows 97 and Windows NT. 
The bad news? The Windows NT driver flavor 
won, raising the prospect that many older devices 
that worked well under Windows 95 won’t work at 
all with Windows 97. 

And, of course, you can expect an explosion of 
Internet applets to be bundled with either operating 
system. Besides the obligatory Web browser, expect 
viewers, helper applications, and possibly even a full 
suite of Web authoring tools. ED bott 



Web View: Internet Explorer 3.0 should be ready this year, perhaps in 
timeforthe midyear release of Windows NT 4.0. Next year, look for 
this Web browser to integrate tightly with Microsoft’s Windows Explorer, 
offering Web views of HTML pages and files on your hard drive. 
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DELL LATITUDE M XPi P120ST 

1120MHz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 
I • 10,4“ SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 
I* 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM| 

1* 256KB L2 Cache 

I* 540MB Removable Hard Drive 

B (1.2GB Max) 

I* Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
B Advanced Power Management 
32-bit Local-bus Video, 

I 1MB Video RAM 
B 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 
6.2 Pounds 

5 Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock™ 

K Port Replicator Available 
Extendable 1 Year Warranty' 

■* Upgrade to a 1.2GB hard drive 
■ for only $400 more. 

$3599 

HBusiness Lease 4 : $130/Mo. 

Border Code #800038 


DELL LATITUDE XPi P75D 

75MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

['540MB Removable Hard Drive 
[(1.2GB Max) 

■ 14.4 XJACK Modem 

■ Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 

■ Advanced Power Management 
'f 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

>2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 
f 6.2 Pounds 

| Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock 
) Port Replicator Available 

■ Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

$2199 


DELL LATITUDE XPi P120D 

120MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 16MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 810MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

• 2Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock 
Port Replicator Available 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Add a 28.8XJACK*/Cabled modem 
for only $259 more. 

$3199 

Business Lease: $118/Mo. 

Order Code #800037 


DELL LATITUDE LX 4100T 

100MHz INTELDX4™ PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 16MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 810MB Hard Drive 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to achieve 
extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

•2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Get a 14.4 XJACK modem and 
carrying case for only $139 more. 

SYSTEM NOT PICTURED 

$2599 


DELL LATITUDE 
Dependable Notebooks 
With Superior Battery Life 


DELL LATITUDE XPi P120D 

120MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock 
Port Replicator Available 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Double your RAM to 18MB 
for only $399 more. 

$2599 

Business Lease: $96/Mo. 

Order Code #800036 


DELL LATITUDE LX 4100T 

100MHz INTELDX4 PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 420MB Upgradeable Hard Drive 
(810MB Max) 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to achieve 
extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 12MB of RAM 
for only $99 more. 

SYSTEM NOT PICTURED 


$1999 



The battery life of a Dell® Latitude™ 
XPi notebook is, frankly, quite large. 
Something we think you'll appreciate 
when you're at the airport downloading 
a day's worth of e-mails that are awaiting 
your response. 

In fact, in "Cross Country"™ tests 0 
conducted by VeriTest, inc., a leading 
independent test lab, the Dell Latitude XPi 
P120D notebook lasted an average of four 
hours and twenty-one minutes. Of course, 
actual battery life will vary depending on 
the nature and use of your configuration. 

Call us today to order a Dell Latitude 
notebook. You'll work longer. You'll work 
better. All without having to drag a huge 
battery everywhere you travel. 


P4U 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800 - 274-0696 

In Canada? call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm CT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 
j Keycode #02110 | 


Business Lease: $81/Mo. 
Order Code #800044 


Business Lease: $96/Mo. 
Order Code #800042 


Business Lease: $74/Mo. 
Order Code #800033 


Pricing is not discountable. “The VeriTest Cross-Country v2.0 test simulates typical executive use of MS® Office applications in Microsoft® Windows® 311 during an airpl 
Tower management was enabled and 8MB RAM was installed. VeriTest, inc. is located in Santa Monica, CA. tFor a complete copy of our Guarantees oi 
•rite Dell USA L.P., 2214 W. Braker Lane, Building 3, Austin, TX 78758. OBusiness leasing arranged by Leasing Group, Inc. ♦Prices and specifications valid in the U.S. only a 
o change without notice. MS, Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are 
(ademarks of Intel Corporation. XJACK is a registered trademark of US Robotics Mobile Communications Corporation. ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights 
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Guess what’s different about our new packaging? 


The advantages of 
Xerox paper have 
1 3k. always been clear. 

Crisp, sharp images on paper 
that has tested 99.99% jam-free. But now with our 
resealable see-through packaging the evidence is 
stronger than ever. You can see the quality at a 
glance. The color, the texture, the kind of paper 


you’re choosing. And because 
the package is resealable, the 
paper stays fresher longer, ready 
to make your work look as pro¬ 
fessional as it deserves. Case open. Case closed. 
Ask for it where you buy your office supplies. 

The Document Company 

XEROX 
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—Word 

Processor 

Superguide 


I s the war of the word processors over? Is Microsoft’s 
Word for Windows 95 the new business standard? Or 
do Lotus’s Word Pro 96 and Corel’s WordPerfect 6.1 
have enough advantages to make you consider switching? 
To settle these questions once and for all, we brought the 
latest version of each into PC Computing's Usability 
Labs to see how they stack up. 

What we found is that in many ways, the war is over. 
Word has become the de facto standard in the world of 
business. While Word Pro and WordPerfect have devoted 
followers and significant strengths, Word has edged both 
out in usability and mind share. 

That’s not to say that some offices won’t be better off 
with Word Pro or WordPerfect. Word Pro, for example, 
offers the best collaboration and navigation tools, while 
WordPerfect offers the smoothest backward compatibility 

BY WOODY LEONHARD 
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Word Processors: Microsoft Word, Lotus Word Pro, and Corel WordPerfect 


with previous versions. In the end, however, the prod¬ 
ucts’ similarities far outweigh their differences. 

In the area of proofing tools, for example, the 
implementations vary widely, but the end result is 
the same. Meanwhile, Word’s tag-along spell¬ 
checker (which highlights misspelled words as you 
type) and its right-mouse-button spelling correc¬ 
tion are godsends for the spelling-inhibited. Word¬ 
Perfect offers “word forms” search-and-replace, 
which lets you change all the verb tenses in a single 
operation. So make, makes, and made can be 
changed to build, builds, and built with one mouse 
click. (Just be warned that this function doesn’t 
always work. For example, eat, ate, and eaten some¬ 
how changed to chomp, ate, and chomped!) 

Word Pro takes top honors for navigation tools. Bor¬ 
rowing from the tabbed-sheet approach in many spread¬ 
sheet programs, Word Pro creates divider tabs for each 
section of a document. Single-click navigation and click- 
and-drag reorganization, made possible by these tabs, 
are superior to both Word’s and WordPerfect’s naviga¬ 
tion tools, particularly in large documents. 

Each of the programs takes a slightly different 
approach to formatting. Word automatically formats 
sentence fragments as headings, or changes a line that 
starts with an asterisk into a bulleted list item. Word 
Pro’s unique InfoBox puts all of a document’s format¬ 
ting options in one place; and since it’s a live dialog box, 
your changes are immediately shown. WordPerfect’s 
approach to formatting is less intuitive and often yields 
unexpected results (see “Top Ten Tips,” page 156). 


Another key area where these applications differ 
is integration. While all are reasonably well inte¬ 
grated into their respective suites, only Word and 
Word Pro have native Web-viewer abilities. Word 
can also function as an e-mail editor in Microsoft’s 
Exchange. Of the three, Word Pro, with its Team- 
Review tools, makes the most of collaboration. 

Reaching consensus on the best word processor is 
a bit like arguing about politics. There may not be a 
single right answer, and it’s hard to separate the 
biases of the reviewer from the final analyses. You 
can’t be any more objective about your favorite 
word processor than about your favorite baseball 
team. But whomever you’re cheering for, you still 
want to know the score. 

That’s where PC Computing steps in. We exam¬ 
ined the most recent upgrades to the three leading 
word-processing applications in our Usability Labs. 
To judge the efficiency of these products, we mea¬ 
sured how quickly and easily typical users—both 
intermediate and advanced—performed various sets 
of business tasks. The results of our tests will help 
you decide not only which word processor is best 
for your needs, but also whether it’s time to upgrade. 

Word for Windows 95 / Microsoft Corp. / (800) 426-9400 / 

$339, $129 upgrade, est. street prices / Reader Service No. 8io 
Word Pro 96 / Lotus Development Corp. / (800) 343-5414 / 

$105, $105 upgrade, est. street prices / Reader Service No. 8n 
WordPerfect 6.1 for Windows (available as part of WordPerfect 
Office, Standard Edition) / Corel Corp. / (800) 451-5151 / 

$279, $99 upgrade, est. street prices / Reader Service No. 812 



Spell As You Type: Word’s tag-along spell-checker 
automatically marks a misspelling with a squiggly red 
underline as soon as you type the word. 

Right-clicking on the highlighted word brings up 
suggested alternatives. To make a correction, simply 
click on the desired replacement word. 


Easy Navigation: Word Pro’s excellent toolset 
includes an automatic tab-generator, which lets you 
move quickly from one section to another in a 
document by using a tabbed file-folder metaphor. 
To rearrange a document’s components, just drag 
and drop the tabs to a different location. 
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Maybe your computer should be 
upgraded before you buy it. 




Better multimedia 

Aptiva™ gives you Total Image Video!" TheatreSound” and dual processors for 
a breathtaking combination of sights and sounds with full-screen video. 


Leading service 

With Online Housecall,' IBM technicians are on 
call 24 hours a day and can access your Aptiva 
remotely if you have a question or a problem. 


More power 

Now more powerful than ever with a 150 or 166MHz Pentium” 
processor 2 (60 and 66MHz external speed), a media processor 
and 1GB or 1.6GB hard drive. 


More software 3 

Including Windows* 95, The Adventures of 
Hyperman? Silent Steel? 1 Magic Theatre? 
and Sports Illustrated For Kids? 


Better communications 

Aptiva technology includes 
multiuser voicemail, fax and 
a full duplex speakerphone. 


More smarts 

Aptiva’s Wake-up On Ring feature powers 
the machine up when a call comes in. 
Rapid Resume™ lets you shut down mid¬ 
program, then pick up where you left off. 

Cooler interface 

VoiceType™ Control lets your Aptiva 
understand spoken commands. 



Solutions for a small planet” 


Faster connections 


A built-in 28.8Kbps modem means 
faster connections and less waiting 
as you explore the online world. 


Configurations may vary by retailer. 


For more information about the pre-upgraded Aptiva 
or to order directly, call 1 800 426-7235, ext.4279, now. 

Or visit us at http://www.pc.ibm.com/aptiva/ 













































Productivity Report Card 




Microsoft Word 


Features come and features go, but a word 
processor’s usability-the way it all comes 
together-is what determines whether it will 
make you more productive. To find out which 
word processor has the usability advantage, 
PC Computing's Usability Labs put the three 
leading word processors-Microsoft’s Word 
for Windows 95, Lotus’s Word Pro 96, and 
Corel’s WordPerfect 6.1-through a series of 
representative business tasks. 

We-chose both intermediate and advanced 



users to test these products. We gave each 
tester a script of common word-processing 
tasks, such as creating and formatting 
letters, adding tables, and printing 
documents. Advanced users were also asked 
to create templates and use the programs’ 
mail-merge features. We set a time limit for 
each task, and allowed our testers to use 
printed documentation and online help to 
accomplish their tasks. 

When we rated our testers’ productivity- 
the number of tasks they completed within 
the allotted time-Word came out on top. It 
showed the highest completion rate and 
earned a score of eight out of ten in PC 
Computing’s Productivity Index. This index 
takes into account user satisfaction, the 
number of tasks completed successfully, 
the effectiveness of the programs’ help 
functions, the features of each product, 
and the testers’ final preference. 
WordPerfect’s completion rate nearly 
matched Word’s, while Word Pro came in 
close behind. For online help, Word users 
chalked up the highest success rate, with 
more than half of all searches turning up 
the needed answer. WordPerfect and Word 
Pro also provide competent if imperfect 


Importing Text and Graphics 


Lotus Microsoft Corel 

Word Pro 96 Word 95 WordPerfect 6.1 




Page Content: All three applications did well at 
importing text onto a page, but Word Pro gained the 
edge when it came to importing a graph. Its advantage 
was in part its thorough documentation. When testers 
searched for “Insert Graph” in Word Pro’s online help, 
they found concise instructions. Graph help was less 
specific in Word and WordPerfect. 


Adjusting Fonts and Formats 


Lotus Microsoft Corel 

Word Pro 96 Word 95 WordPerfect 6.1 


I | ✓ | ✓ | 

Document Design: Basic font and paragraph 
formatting was straightforward in all three, but Word and 
WordPerfect performed better with advanced functions. 
Both handle drop-caps automatically, for example, but in 
Word Pro the user must first insert a frame and then put a 
character in it. Testers also found applying headers and 
footers much less confusing in Word and WordPerfect. 
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All in One: The 

InfoBoxin Lotus’s 
Word Pro 96 puts all 
formatting options in 
one place. Advanced 
users found it handy, 
but some less- 
experienced testers 
thought it was 
intimidating. 

Mixed Results: 

Corel’s WordPerfect 
6.1 has many unique 
features, but not all 
of them are intuitive. 
Expert users found 
WordPerfect easy 
to use, but less- 
experienced users 
had problems. 


Fast Formatting: Microsoft’s Word for Windows 95, the 
usability winner, makes formatting tables easy. Its Table 
AutoFormat feature provides options for quick table-styling. 
Adding and deleting rows and columns is simple with its 
Table toolbar. Testers also liked the Borders toolbar, which, 
like all of Word’s toolbars, is fully customizable. 


online help; both were able to resolve over 
half of the testers’ queries. 

When testers completed the test script, we 
asked them to pick the word-processing 
application they preferred overall, based on 
their experience in our Labs. Their choice 
was clear: Microsoft’s Word was the favorite 
of half the testers, thanks to its logical and 
consistent interface. Lotus’s Word Pro was 
the runner-up in user-satisfaction. Testers 


noted that they liked many of Word Pro’s 
new features but found its quirky interface 
annoying at times. “This software behaves 
differently from the others,” remarked one 
tester. And while Corel’s WordPerfect was 
deemed a capable product, testers thought 
it was showing its age: They would welcome 
a 32-bit Windows 95 upgrade. A small 
minority of our testers said they would 
choose WordPerfect. 


Creating and Formatting Tables 


Lotus Microsoft Corel 

Word Pro 96 Word 95 WordPerfect 6.1 


✓ ✓ 


Structured Data: Creating a new table proved easy with 
all three products. But difficulties arose in Word Pro 
when testers tried to format and make changes to an 
existing table. Word Pro let testers create a new column 
in the existing table, but deleted the selected text in the 
process. In Word and WordPerfect, users were able to 
select text and easily add it to an existing table. 


Printing and Merging Data 


Lotus Microsoft Corel 

Word Pro 96 Word 95 WordPerfect 6.1 



Document Handling: Intermediate testers were stymied 
by Word Pro’s inability to easily print selected text only, a 
feature that is offered in Word. When advanced-level 
users were asked to perform a mail merge, they had no 
problem in Word or Word Pro. However, WordPerfect 
could handle the data file only if it was first converted 
into a table-an unwelcome and tedious process. 
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Final Analysis: Is It Time to Upgrade? 


True to Your Word 


If you already own the latest release of one of the top 
three word processors and you know how to use it, 
there’s no compelling reason to switch brands. Their 
feature sets remain fairly similar—leapfrogging one 
another with each new version. 

On the other hand, if you’re running Windows 95 
and you’re still using a 16-bit word processor, it’s time 
to consider an upgrade. Corporate decision makers who 
want to upgrade an office to Windows 95 should avoid 
investing in 16-bit obsolescence. Their choice is between 
the two 32-bit products: Microsoft’s Word and Lotus’s 
Word Pro. Both offer state-of-the-art integration with 
many of the other office products you use. 

With its recent acquisition of WordPerfect, Corel 
plans to offer WordPerfect 6.1 for Windows only as 
part of an application suite for Windows 3.1 called 
WordPerfect Office, Standard Edition. It includes— 
among other applications—Quattro Pro, Presentations 
and Netscape’s Navigator. A Windows 95 version of 
the suite isn’t expected until the summer. 

A sound buying decision shouldn’t be made on the 


merits of the word processor alone. It’s also important to 
consider the other products—spreadsheet, presentation, 
and database applications—bundled in the office suite 
that includes the word processor you want. Buying a 
suite, like Microsoft’s Office, Lotus’s SmartSuite, or 
Corel’s WordPerfect Office, is the most efficient and 
cost-effective solution. The suites’ components are 
designed to work together with a consistent interface. 

Integration with coworkers is also an important 
consideration. If you frequently exchange documents 
with other folks and they use Corel’s WordPerfect, 
you’ll probably want to use it, too. However, Word¬ 
Perfect’s long delay in upgrading and its frequent 
changes in ownership have given many buyers pause. 

If you want an easy-to-use, 32-bit word processor, 
the results from our Usability Labs point to Word as 
the best choice. Yet Word Pro is a close contender, and 
also deserves your consideration. 


Usability Lab testing performed by George Hackman, 
Jr., Lulit Bezuayehu, and Lydia M. Karlowicz. 





\ Suite Integration 



Microsoft Word 95 




Microsoft Word 95 
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It'll fit nicely in your briefcase. 


And your budget. 




Hit the road with 
the affordable 
Slimnote 8 Series 

j Now's the time to pack multimedia 
I power with you when you're on the move, 
j Because it's never been more affordable. 

Twinhead's Slimnote 8 Series delivers 
| price-performance no other notebook can 
] equal. Ask experts like PC Computing and 
* New Media and they'll tell you Slimnotes 
are packed with all the features you need. 
\ They're equipped with quad speed CD-ROM 
drives, PCI graphic capabilities and a 
long-lasting lithium battery. Open 
preloaded Windows '95 and you'll view a 
I color rich screen. Vou'U hear your audio in 
j 16-bit stereo sound, 
j Slimnote 8 offers a level of performance 
and value that can only be delivered 
by a true manufacturer. All of our Slim- 
notes are backed with our exclusive 
ExpressCare program, providing you with 
48-hour service and toll-free support! 

Twinhead Corporation 
I 1537 Centre Pointe Drive 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
I Tet: ’408.945.0808 
I Fax: 408.945.1080 



"Twinhead's Slimnote 875 TX 
packs more features than any 
portable PC we've seen...we 
would recommend it as a 
desktop replacement, thanks 
to it's multimedia prowess 
and rich feature set..." 

— PC Computing, August 1995 

PPComputing 

★ ★★★ */2 

^ — Two steps ahead ‘s 

Tmnheati 

Circle 159 on reader service card. 


Features 

■ 75 or 120MHz InteL Pentium" Processor 

■ 10.4" or 11.3" Super VGA display 

■ TV-out port 

■ Full docking capability 

■ Memory expansion to 64Mb 

■ Lithium ion battery technology 

■ 4X CD-ROM drive 

■ Removable hard disk drive 

■ Stereo audio with two speakers 

■ PCI bus architecture 

Cash in on portable multimedia power with 
the notebook that squeezes nicely into 
your budget. Call Twinhead toll-free today 
for a reseller near you. 

1 - 800 - 995-8946 (west) 
1 - 800 - 552-8946 (East) 











Productivity: Howto Get the Most Out of Your Word Processor 
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Top Ten Tips 

It’s not the high-end features that determine how productive you can be in your 
word processor, it’s the features you use everyday that can really slow you down. 
We looked at common tasks that tripped up our usability testers-then found the 
best workarounds. Even in cases where testers completed tasks, there was often a 
faster, smarter way to do the same thing. The tips that follow are guaranteed to 
make you more productive, regardless of which word processor you use. 


Tip 1: Text Handling 





I i 


sr~ 


Word: To see the formatting that is 
currently applied Jo a character or 
paragraph, or to get a detailed 
explanation of any element on a Word 
screen, click on the Arrow/Question 
Mark icon on the toolbar. Then click on 
the character, paragraph, or element. 


Word Pro: To have misspelled words 
appear with a blue highlight as soon 
as you type them, click on View, Show/ 
Hide, and then check Misspelled 
Words. If you find the bright blue 
highlighting distracting, click again to 
remove the check mark. 


WordPerfect: If you place the cursor 
inside a paragraph at random, and click 
on Format, Paragraph, Indent, then 
indenting will start at the cursor, 
shifting the margin of subsequent lines. 
Place the cursor at the paragraph’s 
beginning before applying the change. 


Tip 2: Creating Tables 


StoMfc Software Design Portfolio 

(800: 74 3-6765 

Reader Service No. xxx 

J90 

WordPerfect 

(600) 660-%7 

$70 


M:--,'. ..if,-., 

Encyclopedia of Letters 
(800) 743-6765 
fiOKtor Service No toot 


WordPerfect 

AccessP 9 ta LTPASS, WDPASS, anc 


mm 

ibn! 

Ay -,y,_ 

Reader Service No. x%x 

21311 1 '« Hal .1 1 

in ,. ”3 j 

Paper Direct 1 $40 1 Word 

(800)272-7377 WordPro 

Reader Service No. )%& | | WordPerfect | 


Word: When you create a table with 
Insert, Table, dotted table lines appear 
in a document but do not print. If you 
want the lines to print, right-click 
anywhere on the toolbar and select 
Borders from the pop-up menu. This 
will display the Borders toolbar. 



Word Pro: New tables have printable 
grid lines by default. To change them, 
right-click inside one of the table’s cells, 
then choose Cell Formatting. Word 
Pro’s InfoBox appears with the Table 
Cell tab showing, and gives you access 
to table-formatting options. 



WordPerfect: If you select an entire 
table, click on Format, Justification, 
then pick Left, Right, or Center. You’ll 
expect this setting to apply to all the 
selected cells, but it affects only the 
first cell. Use the Table, Format menu to 
change a whole table’s justification. 
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PLUG INTO PRODIGY 
FOR 10 HOURS-FREEf 


INTERNET. 

No one makes the 
Internet easier. Cruise 


the World Wide Web. Check 01 
news groups. Make your own 
Personal Web Page and more! 


m CHAT. 

c -y2 ) Meet new friends 
^ Is and talk to today’s 
hottest celebrities live about 
everything from antiques to 
adventure travel. 


FINANCE. 

Bank and trade 
stocks online. 
Get the latest stock quotes. 
Research top companies. Track 
your portfolio and much more! 



Hi 


I Turn your computer into 
a personal communications 
center! Send email to anyone on 
PRODIGY and the Internet. 


/ Get the latest 
'—' software updates 
and hardware ratings. 
Download free software. Get 




1995 Dvorak Excellence Award For Best Commercial Online Information Service 


fhe online experience. It’s out there. 

An undefined space with thousands 
of people. Exploring, chatting, reading, 
learning and exchanging ideas. 

People tapping into their favorite 
magazines, along with Prodigy’s 
own, Living Digital. Extras, insights, 
back issues, software, tips, tables, and 
charts. All there. Waiting for you. 

See what you've been missing. Plug 
into Prodigy and discover a whole new 
world today. There’s never been a 
better time. 



10 FREE HOURS OF PRODIGY 


YES! Send me the FREE software, a FREE one month membership and 
10 FREE hours of usage—that’s a $25 value. I understand there’s no risk. 
I must be completely satisfied or I can cancel with no further obligation. 




EVENING PHONE 


: □ Windows™ 3.5" disk format or □ Windows™ CD-ROM format 32919/9035 


OR CALL TOLL-FREE: 


1 800 - 324-0768 


^prodigy 
























SurF the Internet. Send email. 
Chat with new Friends. 


Try today’s PRODIGY for 10 hours FREE!* 

“Unanimous choice for best Internet access.” 

Spring Internet World 



IT’S BETTER. 

Today’s PRODIGY gives you more 
of what you’re looking for. Internet 
access. Email. Chat lines. Bulletin 
boards. Sports. News. Movie and 
music reviews. Magazines and more! 



IT’S NEW. 

Today’s PRODIGY has bold new 
graphics. An enhanced Web Browser 
for easier Internet navigation. 
Advanced multimedia capabilities like 
sound clips, photos and more! 



AND EASIER THAN EVER. 

Today’s PRODIGY has more point-and- 
click functionality than ever before. 
So no matter what you're interested 
in, there’s no easier way to find what 
you’re looking for! 


It's the easiest way to go online! 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 98 JOHNSON CITY, TN 
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®prodigy 

whatever you're into 
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Tip 3: Formatting Tables 



Word: The Table Wizard walks you 
through a list of table options and 
predefined styles. Click on Table, 
Insert Table, then Wizard. 


Word Pro: If you find the icons on 
the Table button bar hard to decipher, 
wait for the tip balloon to appear. Or 
better yet, use the Table menu. 


WordPerfect: The Table Expert 
offers many options that would be 
hard to create manually. Click on 
Table, Create, and Table Expert. 


Tip 4: Paragraph Indenting 



Word: The Left setting under Format, 
Paragraph Indentation changes a 
paragraph’s margin-not its indent. 

To indent a paragraph, use Special, 
First Line. 



Word Pro: To set a paragraph’s left 
margin and indent, go into the 
InfoBox and click on Options. 

You must close the box to see 
the changes. 



WordPerfect: Choosing Format, 
Paragraph, Indent changes a left 
margin, notan indent. Use Format, 
Paragraph, Format to indent a first line. 


Tip 5: Reverse Type (White on Black) 



Word: Two steps are required. Click 
on Format, Borders and Shading, then 
the Shading tab. Set Foreground to 
white and Background to black. 



Word Pro: First, right-click on the 
text to bring up the InfoBox. Then 
change Text Color to white and 
Background to black. 



WordPerfect: The Reverse macro 
works well—if you know where to find 
it. Click on Tools, Macro, Play, and pick 
reverse.wcm from the list. Then click 
on Play again. 















































































































Maximize your whole workgroup - 
enterprise LANs, individual PCs. 


Link multimedia documents 
to your contacts. 


Maximizer remembers 
phone numbers. 
Even dials and logs calls. 

& 


Maximizer works with lists, 
the way you do. Only faster. 

















New Maximizer keeps 
track of everything. 


Then finds more to 
keep track of. 


With Maximizer Contact Manager 
you can track it all: notes, documents, 
spreadsheets. Maximizer keeps your 
information in lists that are easy to 
work with and incredibly fast to search. All the details you want to keep — on anybody and anything 
— are a mouse-click away. There are no limits. 

Internet Savvy. Use Maximizer’s Internet links to find new prospects to contact. Download up- 
to-date listings of contacts you select from our exclusive MultiActive Eagle database. It’s all waiting for 
you on our World Wide Web site. You can also make the most of Maximizer by sending mass Internet 
e-mail and faxes. As long as you have Maximizer, it doesn’t matter how many things you have to track. 



>ned for ^ 

fir 


MultiActive 

Maximizer 3.0/5 


Phone order price: $149.95. 30-day satisfaction guarantee. 

For a list of dealers, or to order direct, call tBlUHBU&BHiTiitl 
For a free demo, product information or to order, visit our 
homepage at: http://www.maximizer.com 


Circle 242 on reader service card. 


ailable at CompUSA , Computer City and Egghead. 
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Tip 6: Saving to a New Folder 



Word: To create a new folder from the 
File, Save As dialog box, click on the 
folder icon with the star in it [not on it}, 
and type a folder name. 



Word Pro: Typing a path in the Save 
As dialog box causes an error. Instead, 
click on the Folder and Star icon to 
create a new folder. 



WordPerfect: The New Directory 
option is hidden under the File 
Options button. Remember to use 
only 8-dot-3 filenames when you’re 
saving to a new folder. 


Tip 7: Custom Printing 



Word: Want to change all the 
margins in your document? Look in 
the File, Page Setup menu-not in the 
Format, Paragraph menu. 



Word Pro: You can’t easily print 
selected text. Instead, you have to 
create a new document, copy the text 
to the document, and then print it. 



WordPerfect: For quick access to 
printing options, click on the Printer 
icon on the toolbar. Make your 
selections and then click on Print. 


Tip 8: Mail Merge 



Word: The Merge Wizard gives 
extensive guidance through the 
thorny task of mail merge. Look under 
Tools, Mail Merge. 



located under the Text, Merge menu. 
Follow the three-step process outlined 
on the tabs. 



WordPerfect: When merging a flat 
file (plain ASCII text}, you have to 
convert the file to a table before you 
start the merge. 
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Call IBM for more information 1-800-426-7255, ext. 5044 

We’re open 8am-10pm Monday—Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday (Eastern Time). 


By now, 
over a million 
geniuses have 
probably told 
you which 
computer to buy 


To find out 

if any of them are right, 
give us a call. 


Everybody has an opinion. Follow the wrong one Partners who can help you implement it. Whether you need a 
and it could cost you big bucks. So enough with single desktop or you’re looking to integrate your entire network, 


the confusing, conflicting advice. Pick 
up the phone and call IBM. Tell us the 
kind of work you do and we’ll recom¬ 
mend an affordable solution ideally suited to the job, and 
put you in touch with one of our expert IBM Business i 


all our solutions come backed by 24-hour-a-day, 7-day- 
a-week telephone support. 1 So call us today. Because it 
doesn’t take a genius to know that if you’re looking for 
technical solutions, there’s no better —== — — = 
place to find them than at IBM. £===^=5 ~ = 
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Tip 9: Creating a Template 



Word: To save a current document as Word Pro: Choose File, Save As, 

a template, simply choose File, Save As, and under Save As Type, choose 
and pick Document Template. This puts Lotus Word Pro SmartMaster 
the dot extension on your filename. [MWP format]. 


document, then Edit, Copy. Click on 
File, New. Then under Options pick 
New Template. Paste and save. 


Tip 10: Annotating a Shared Document 



Bonus Tip: Finding Help 



Word: The Answer Wizard [located in 
the Help menu] stays onscreen above 
your document for easy reference 
while you work. 



Word Pro: The Expert tool had no info 
on drop-caps, and instead gave help on 
creating a frame. When the Expert is 
stumped, use Help, Topics, Find option. 



WordPerfect: To keep Help visible 
onscreen, bring up a Help box, then 
click on Options, Keep Help on Top, 
On Top. 


















































































The audio experience from our new 
Sound Blaster is so real, when you find out 
what you've been missing, you'll just die. 





Life is too short to be 

with an ordinary sound card. Whether you're a hard-core gamer 
or an audiophile, the new Sound Blaster® AWE32” PnP is simply 
to die for. 

The AWE 32 is the breakthrough audio fanatics have been 
waiting for. It delivers the shocking realism of professional wave 
table synthesis - 
which uses actual 


musical instruments. With 32-note polyphony, it can play up 
to 32 notes simultaneously adding deadly new detail and 
richness to your favorite games and software. 

The AWE 32 is the first sound card with 3-D Positional 
Audio™ Suddenly you can hear the metallic click of the 
shotguns trigger over your left shoulder. It also features 
Creative's 

3D I 


Introducing Sound Blaster HUJE38 PnP 

■ 


Technology, v 

makes your whole system soun 

have absolutely nowhere to hide. 

Really want to push the envelope? Our upgradeable 
SoundFont® technology lets you add new sounds. Or you-can 
add up to 28 MB of memory to create your own sound 
library. We even included software for editing music and 
sound effects. And, of course, the AWE 32 is fully Plug and 
Play compatible and works with Windows®95, Windows 3.1 
and DOS. So installation is a no-brainer. 

To experience the ultimate reality, team the AWE32 with 
a bullet fast Blaster CD” 8x and Sound Blaster Speakers— 
available at your nearest Creative Labs dealer. But do it today 

Hear Uihat Vou've Been IHissing becaase ,omorrow 
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Tools: Utilities That Make Your Word Processor More Productive 
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Useful Extras 

Many of the innovations that you find in word processors originate as add-ons: Little 
software companies pioneer new features and integrate them into the base product. 
The big software companies often pick up on the best of these utilities for their new 
versions, while the small companies scurry to devise a new crop of add-ons. If you’re 
looking for a more productive way to use your word processor, or if you have special 
needs your application doesn’t address, check out these packages. 


Word Processor Add-ons 


| Product 

| Price* 

Works With 

Features 

AccessData WDPass, 
LTPass, and WRPass 

[800)489-5199 

Reader Service No. Si3 

$185 

each 

Word (WDPass), 
Word Pro (LTPass), 
WordPerfect 
(WRPass) 

Amazing password “cracker' that unlocks 
password-protected documents in its 
respective word-processor app. The only 
solution to a forgotten password. 

Adobe Viewer95 

[800)624-6107 

Reader Service No. 814 

$50 

Word, 

WordPerfect 

Full file viewing and import abilities 
in more than 100 formats, including 
the Web format HTML 

Adobe Word for Word 7.0 

(800)624-6107 

Reader Service No, S/j 

$100 

Word, 

WordPerfect 

Afile converter that supports bidirectional 
translation of more than 100 formats. 

Integrates into Word, or runs by itself. 

Alki Software 

MasterWord 95 

(800)669-9673 

Reader Service No. 816 

$40 

Word 

Easy Menu showing fonts in native typeface; 
wizards for decorative borders, 
headers/footers, and watermarks; 
powerful file commands; improved Help. 

PaperDirect 

PaperTemplates 

[800)272-7377 

Reader Service No. 817 

$40 

Word, 

Word Pro, 
WordPerfect 

Templates tied to Paper Direct’s extensive 
line of custom paper products. Brochures, 
awards, business cards, envelopes, and 
letterheads. 

Pinecliffe Int’l WOPR 95 

(800)659-4696 

Reader Service No. 818 

$50 

Word 

Innovative document navigation; versatile 
envelope generator; booklet and thumbnail 
printer; Toolbar manager. 

Prime Consulting Group 
Prime 6 

(800)788-0787 

Reader Service No. 8/9 

$40 

Word 

AutoCorrect and AutoText manager; crop 
mark generator; fast-batch spell-checker; 
window rearranger; custom zoom slider; 
macro routines. 

Streetwise Software 

Design Portfolio 

(800)743-6765 

Reader Service No. 810 

$60 

WordPerfect 

Templates for brochures, letterheads, 
newsletters, certificates, r6sum6s, mailing 
labels, and more. Library of custom 
clip art with thumbnail browser. 

Streetwise Software 
Lifetime Encyclopedia of 
Letters 

(800)743-6765 

Reader Service No. 811 

$50 

WordPerfect 

More than 850 letters for every occasion, 
from job hunting to fund-raising to bill 
collecting. Powerful search abilities; 
direct links to WordPerfect. 


•ESTIMATED 1 

STREET rmce 




Perfect Fit: PaperDirect offers a 
huge collection of templates keyed 
to its laser-ready custom papers. 



Easy Envelopes: WOPR 95 makes 
formatting envelopes simple with 
logos, notes, and barcodes. 



Time-saver: Creating a letter takes 
just a few mouse clicks with 
Lifetime Encyclopedia of Letters. 
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You'll have to search the galaxy 
to find a more realistic multimedia 
experience than this. 


There's not much doubt that intelligent life forms exist somewhere else 
in the universe. The question is.- Are their multimedia systems as 
advanced as ours? 

The new Sound Blaster 8x Kits 
make your current multimedia system 
seem like something out of a history 
book. They give you a brain- 
blistering 8x CD-ROM drive 
that makes all your CD-ROM 



It delivers the brilliant realism of 32-note polyphony and 
wave-table synthesis, adding new detail and richness to both sound 
effects and music. It also features , 

M 1 



multiple 

standards including 
Photo CD and CD EXTRA. 

You also get one of the hottest sound cards 
m the planet — the Sound blaster 32 PnP. 


Creative's 3D Stereo Enhancement Technology 

to make your whole system sound better. 

Since the search for bargains is universal, a fat collection of the 
hottest new games and software comes with every kit. Sound Blaster 
Performance 8x is designed for the multimedia fanatic. 

■> 

Sound Blaster Discovery CD 8x takes the whole family 
to the cutting edge. Both come With a pair of Sound 
Blaster speakers powerful enough to attract low-flying 
spacecraft. If you're looking for the ultimate CD-ROM 

upgrade, Blaster CD 8x gives you mach speed and great 

software to boot. 

-So the next time you see aliens from your window, just 

^ f point them to the nearest Creative Labs dealer. Think of it as a 

ppn| way to promote harmony in the universe. 


Introducing Sound Blaster 8 h multimedia Upgrade Hits 





f Typical 

Multimedia System 

Sound Blaster 
Multimedia Kit 
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© 1996 Creative Technology Ltd Sound Blaster and Creative Labs are registered trademarks and the Sound Blaster 
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O.K, so maybe communicating 



FocalFbint 


through your computer isn't 


HksL** 1 something you'd consider 
credibly taxing and laborious, but it can be, 
pall we say, a major hassle. 


all of your messages, you check a single in-box. 
You only need to manage one address book, 
as well. And you can also create a single 
message, address it to multiple people and 
the message will be sent out in the preferred 



I That's why Global Village, the maker of 
iaward-winning FaxWorks™ software, has intro¬ 
duced FocalPoint™ integrated communications 
software. Only FocalPoint lets you fax, transfer 
files, exchange e-mail, access the Internet and 
jnanage phone calls all from one window on your 
computer, making communicating easier than ever. 

Because FocalPoint integrates all of these 
full-featured capabilities, you don't have to 
Constantly switch between applications. To get 


method for each person, like e-mail, fax, what 
have you. 

FocalPoint is fully compatible with both 
Windows® 3.1 and Windows 95, so visit your 
local reseller and give it a try. 

Or, call 800.436.6752 ext. 1265 for a free 
trial copy on CD-ROM and visit our Web site at 
http://www.globalvillage.com/fp5/ 
for more information. 

If you're not too tired. GLOBAL VILLAGE 

COMMUNICATION 











The 

ultimate 

computing 

resource 

online 



http://www.zdnel.com 


From the 
sources you trust: 


Be sure to 
sign up for 
Personal View 

ZD Net's FREE 
news service that 
you can easily 
configure to track 
only the companies 
and products that 
interest you most. 



Click into 
ZD Net's world- 
renowned 
Shareware 
Library 
and start 
downloading! 
Over 10,000 
programs — 
all tested, rated 
and reviewed by 
ZD Net editors. 


Join in! 

There's a lot 
going on — 

from wide-ranging 
discussions with 
industry leaders, 
to topical weekly 
chats with editors 
and ZD Net 
personalities — 
there's always some¬ 
thing new, exciting 
and insightful 
happening at 
www.zdnet.com. 

See You 
Online! 


Cirde 101 on reader service card. 








Take your PC into the next dimension 
with amazing new 3-D products 

E ver try walking through a newly designed office or 
remodeled kitchen before it’s built? How about 
flying through the secret shelves of the Vatican 
library from your desktop? It’s all possible with today s 
new 3-D video cards, software, displays, sound cards, and 
games—and they cost less than you’d expect. 

Following years of hype about virtual reality, walk¬ 
through online shopping malls, and desktop movie 
studios, the technology to make these notions reality is 
finally affordable. The World Wide Web, computer games, 
and even essential business applications are moving out of 
the flat 2-D world and into the next dimension. 

The switch to 3-D was inevitable. After all, we see, hear, 
and interact with the world in three dimensions. But 


BY STEVE DITLEA 







Guided Tour: Live Graphics, Web Worlds 


until recently, that reality eluded our computers. 

At the heart of the 3-D computing era are fast Pen¬ 
tium CPUs and true 32-bit operating systems. The first 
feature-length computer-animated movie, Disney’s hit 
Toy Story, was created on Silicon Graphics worksta¬ 
tions just last year. And today’s PCs can generate the 
same detailed animations for about half of the cost. 

Still, there’s great disagreement about what consti¬ 
tutes true 3-D. Things we think of as 3-D, like the 
mayhem-filled corridors of Doom or the interior of 
the Starship Enterprise in Apple’s QuickTime VR, are 
actually 2-D. To save on computing power, these 
graphics are designed like Hollywood movie 
sets with flat scenery and no depth—even 
characters are 2-D facades. 

At the very least, 3-D images 
have depth: You can rotate 
objects or "walk” around them 
onscreen to see every facet. In 
contrast to skeletal wire frames, 
3-D images are rendered in 
tolor with lighting and shad¬ 
ing that appear with reflec¬ 
tions and shadows, as they 
would in the real world. The 
ultimate in 3-D—immersive 



Sound and Space: 

3DTV’s $169 3-D Magic is 
a combination of shutter 
glasses and the first 3-D 
stereoscopic audio CD-ROM. 


3-D, or virtual reality—places you in a computer¬ 
generated environment where you interact with 
objects just as you do in the physical world. Eventu¬ 
ally, much of computing will have immersive 3-D. A 
host of technologies is leading the way. 

Depth-Defying Graphics Taking advantage of 
faster platforms and video, 3-D graphics programs 
have come an astonishingly long way in a short time. 
Only two years ago it was common to have separate 
programs for 3-D modeling, surface rendering, and 
animation. Like productivity software, which is often 
sold in office-suite bundles, graphics packages are 
increasingly integrated into a single studio package 
that includes all the functions necessary to produce 
3-D illustrations and animations. 

As with office suites, a low-end niche has emerged 
in the 3-D graphics arena, spawning 3-D “lite” graph¬ 
ics products that are extremely easy to use, often 
including templates and predrawn models. For $49, 
Visual Software’s Instant 3D works with 3-D text and 
clip art to spiff up documents and presentations. 
Media Synergy’s $40 VR Workshop+'is a 3-D anima¬ 
tion starter kit for home offices and hobbyists; 
although it’s hardly virtual reality, it does offer a 
primer on turning your PC into a desktop movie stu¬ 
dio. Asymetrix’s $79 3D F/X lets you make elaborate 



ON THE WEB 


Another Dimension: The rush to bring 3-D to 
the Internet has been remarkable, thanks in large 
part to the VRML Web-publishing format that has 
become the de facto industry standard. While 
most Web sites are still flat, plenty of hot-shot 
developers are giving you a glimpse of 
the future, such as this 3-D 
gallery from Silicon 
Graphics 
(below). 


Cyber Cities: At the World Chat site 
(above) you embody a 3-D character and 
chat with other surfers. Also, Worlds Inc. is 
creating a VRML society called Alpha World 
(www.worlds.net/products/alphaworld/). 
While you’re at it, don’t forget to visit 
ZiffNet’s Terminal Reality site 
(www.zdnet.com/ ~ zdi/vrml/ 
content/vrmlsite/outside.wrl). 
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spinning, panning, and dollying effects by simply click¬ 
ing on objects and dragging them onscreen. 

The most popular of the midrange, integrated 3-D 
packages, Ray Dream Studio ($299) and CorelDraw 6 
($450), beefed up their animation and presentation fea¬ 
tures for their first Windows 95 releases. Also, a new 
$499 entry from multimedia-software champ Macro¬ 
media, Extreme 3D, offers top-notch performance for 
desktop publishers and multimedia developers. 

At the high end of 3-D graphics software, Win¬ 
dows NT is emerging as the operating system of 
choice. The hottest titles here include Autodesk’s 
beefed-up $3,495 3-D Studio Max, which is based on 
Autodesk’s 3-D Studio Release 4, the best-selling 
professional 3-D animation program for MS-DOS. 
The first Windows NT version of Microsoft’s famed 
Softimage 3D software for Silicon Graphics worksta¬ 
tions is also popular, albeit expensive ($7,995). 

Quick-Vision Cards Of course, 32-bit software 
puts hefty demands on your hardware. The greatest 
leap in 3-D performance comes from the latest wave of 
graphics-accelerator cards, which bring workstation- 
level image processing to Pentium- and 486-based PCs. 
The first of this wave is the Glint graphics chip from 
3DLabs. This chip supports Silicon Graphics’ OpenGL 
library of graphics tools, the current standard for 3-D 



imaging on high- 
end Silicon Graphics 
workstations. 

The latest $250 to 
$350 3-D accelerator 
boards for home 
computers offer per¬ 
formance levels once Depth 
found exclusively on Perception: Diamond's 
$30,000 workstations. $269 Edge 3D uses nVidia’s 
The first such board is new NVI 3-D chip to 
the $349 Glint-based accelerate 3-D graphics in 
3D Blaster from Cre- Wi ndows. 
ative Labs. It acceler¬ 
ates the graphics performance of a 66MHz 486 CPU to 
nearly that of a 90MHz Pentium. Its PCI version for 
Pentium-based PCs spurs frame rates for smoother ani¬ 
mation, corrects perspective, and smoothes jaggies that 
mar most PC graphics. 

Because there are no industry standards for 3-D 
graphics accelerators, many video-card makers offer 
their own proprietary chips; For example, Creative 
Labs’ next-generation 3D Blaster will use the Verite 
accelerator chip from Rendition. And Diamond Multi¬ 
media’s $269 Edge 3D board uses nVidia’s new NVI 
chip, which also includes 2-D graphics acceleration, 



paperinc.com/wrls. 

More Hot Sites: For a list of the best VRML sites 
on the Web, try Netwatch (www.pulver.com/ 
netwatch/topten/tt21.htm). Numerical Aerodynamic 
Simulation (NAS) maintains a list of hot VRML sites 
i;www.nas.nasa.gov/nas/webweavers/vrml.html). And 
out Paper Software’s list of the latest in VRML 
(above), including VRML use with RealAudio Player 
and Macromedia’s Shockwave. For live links to all these 
sites, visit our Web site (www.pccomputing.com). 


Virtual View: VRML is only as good as the 
browser you use. Among the best VRML 
plug-ins for Netscape are Silicon Graphics’ 
WebSpace (below), Wirl Alpha 5b from 
Vream (www.vream.com/3dll.html), 
and VRealm from Integrated Data Systems 
(www.idsnet.com/ids/downldpi.html). For a 
stand-alone VRML browser, check out 
InterVista’s WorldView site 
(www.webmaster 
.com:f 
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Guided Tour: Stereo Vision, Virtual Reality 


MPEG video, and wavetable sound—an all-in-one 
approach likely to be adopted by other companies. 

But for professional and business markets, Glint- 
based cards rule. And prices are falling steadily. Soon 
after Omnicomp Graphics introduced its $1,995 
3Demon, a PCI board powered by 3DLabs’ new 
Glint 300SX chip, Fujitsu lowered the price on its 
300SX-based board, Sapphire 3D Designer, to $995. 
The news will only get better in the months ahead. 

Better Than Being There Daring new designs in 
input and output devices are bridging the gap between 
user and computer. To get a sense of how immersive 
3-D graphics look, imagine shifting the contents of 
your PC screen to match your point of view whenever 
you turn or tilt your head. Ultimately, you’ll interact 
with your PC using all of your senses. 

A position-sensing, stereoscopic head-mounted dis¬ 
play was created for the NASA lab that first developed 
virtual reality in 1984. The display’s original $8,000 
price tag hasn’t changed much—until recently. Now as 
little as $799 buys a Windows 95-ready, futuristic, 
stereoscopic display with head-tracking. The device is 
actually a pair of optically magnified 0.7-inch, active- 
matrix LCD screens mounted in a gogglelike unit that 
senses head motion along x, y, and z axes. 

Top walk-through and game programs have been 


optimized for each of the top 
three immersive head-mounted 
displays. The most comprehen¬ 
sive of this new hardware, Forte 
Technologies’ $999 VFX1 
HeadGear, looks like it came 
right out of Star Wars. The hel¬ 
met has large headphones that Darth Vader: Forte 
make you feel completely iso- Technologies’ bizarre- 
lated from everyday reality, looking $999 VFX1 helmet 
With its less-constricting visor provides total 3-D 
and smaller headphones, the immersion for games. 
$799 CyberMaxx 2.0 from 
VictorMaxx Technologies displays the biggest image 
of these head-mounted displays. Meanwhile, distin¬ 
guished by its open-view design resembling eye¬ 
glasses, Virtual i-O’s $799 Virtual i-glasses is the 
best-selling virtual reality headset. 

For less than $200 you don’t get the immersion of a 
head-mounted display, but you can still see PC images 
in-depth wearing stereoscopic 3-D glasses. Stereo- 
Graphics, a veteran developer of 3-D glasses for high- 
end computer-aided design and manufacturing 
applications, recendy introduced its first product for 
home PCs: SimulEyes VR ($139), a pair of light¬ 
weight liquid-crystal glasses that alternately reveals 




WALK-THROUGH 


CREATE AND EXPLORE YOUR OWN CUSTOM DESIGN 


3-D doesn’t stop with modeling 
and animation. A new class of 
drafting and design applications 
lets you create an entire 
environment through which you 
can move smoothly in any direction 
while the computer quickly redraws 
your created world in real time. 

Such walk-throughs are a boon to 
architects, engineers, set designers, 
and Web-page designers. 

Two widely used immersive 
3-D packages, Virtus's $395 
WalkThrough Pro 2.5 and Vream’s 
$449 VRCreator, also export files in 
VRML format, the standard for 3-D 
applications on the Internet. 

The two most versatile and 
detailed walk-through programs, 
Sense8’s $995 WorldToolKit for 
Windows and Superscape’s $3,995 
Superscape VRT, each contain 
ample tools for skilled programmers. 
Books That Work offers 3D Kitchen 
C$49), a more limited program that 
leads the way in easy-to-use 
virtual-reality packages. 


Build It: Virtus's 
WalkThrough Pro 2.5 shows 
both a traditional 2-D Top 
view [left) and a full 3-D 
Walk view [right). 


Explore It: The 3-D Walk 
view lets you experience 
a model from different 
perspectives, including 
side and overhead views. 
Step around objects or 
zoom in for a closer look. 
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"As tracked 
by PIB, 

PC Magazine, 
with 6,314 ad 
pages for the year, built a com¬ 
manding lead early and then 
competed solely against its own 
record, far ahead of the pack." 
-Ad Age 


"Computer Shopper is CCR's clear 
choice as the #1 performer in '95. 
Even with two cover price increases 
in the last two years, it's newsstand 
sales are up another 8% in '95." 
-Capell's Circulation Report 


"PC Computing 
has more than 
doubled its rate base since 
1990*...PC Computing issues 
some of the cleanest Audit 
Reports in the industry." 
-Capell's Circulation Report j 
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Guided Tour: Surround Sound, Tactile Feedback 


left- and right-eye views of 3-D graphics onscreen. Hobby¬ 
ists may want to tinker with 3DTV’s $169 3-D Magic, which 
combines shutter glasses and the first 3-D stereoscopic CD- 
ROM. Or try NuVision’s $79 Home PC Game Glasses. 

While head-mounted and stereoscopic display prices 
plummet, low-cost 3-D input devices for PCs have yet to 
appear. Hobbyists eager to grasp objects in cyberspace 
have been known to adapt Mattel’s $89 PowerGlove— 
which was released in 1989 for TV-based Nintendo video 
games—so that it works with today’s Windows-based 
computer games as well. Right now, the only Windows 
95-compatible glove input device, Virtual Technologies’ 
CyberGlove, comes complete with tactile feedback for 
simulating touch, but costs a staggering $14,800. Even 
Logitech’s comparatively low-cost Magellan controller, 
used for positioning a mouse in 3-D space, costs $550— 
affordable for professional design use but not for games or 
edutainment. Look for cheaper 3-D input devices to 
appear as more 3-D software comes to market. 

Audio Immersion With the multimedia speakers that 
flank most monitors today, stereophonic audio is dispersed 
in a flat plane between the left and right speakers. With 3-D 
audio, those same speakers can make sounds that seem to 
come from over your shoulder, resulting in truly stirring 
presentations and intense game sessions. 

There are several competing technologies for 3-D 
audio. All of Packard Bell’s multimedia PCs, for example, 
use Sound Retrieval System (SRS) technology from SRS 
Labs. SRS works by processing existing stereo signals to 
simulate spatial relationships that a listener distinguishes 
with the outer ear, adding and subtracting left and right 
signals, and remixing these signals into the stereo sound. 


NEC Technologies and 
other companies offer 
SRS in their latest multi- 
media PCs. Crystal Lake 
Multimedia’s 3D Sound 
Series 140 sound cards 
feature SRS as well. 

Creative Labs’ top-of- 
the-line Sound Blaster 
Awe32 Plug and Play 
$249 sound card, on the 
other hand, includes a 
QSound sonic enhancer, 
which plays audio tracks that have been spatially encoded. 
It achieves the 3-D effect by recombining the left and right 
channels of information with time delays to create the illu¬ 
sion of sounds in front of or behind the listener. 

Audio Reality technology from Crystal River Engi¬ 
neering offers the best individual placement of sounds. 
The company’s Alphatron sound card was the first to 
include Audio Reality. Spatializer Audio Laboratories’ 
$250 Spatializer HTMS-2510, another proprietary 3-D 
sound device, also enhances existing stereo sound. It 
processes the midrange portion of the sound spectrum, 
inserting time delays to provide an illusion of greater 
space beyond the left and right speakers. 

The Spatializer HTMS-2510 has been included in 
Compaq’s Presario PCs since the Ml of 1995, and can be 
added to other multimedia PCs with products such as 
Labtec’s $50 Imager LCS-9210 (a stand-alone unit the 
size of Sony’s WalkMan). These prices alone prove that 
3-D has indeed arrived. 



Space Reach: Logitech’s 
$550 Magellan pointing 
device positions your cursor 
along x, y, and z coordinates 
in true 3-D space. 



GAMES 


FAST, FUTURISTIC FUN 


The splashiest 3-D technology for 
PCs is found in games. Microsoft 
had games in mind when it created 
2-D DirectDraw API for Windows 
95, which speeds up the drawing 
and redrawing of game objects. 
More recently, Microsoft created 
Reality Lab 3D API, which is 
designed for high-speed rendering 
The first game to use Reality 
Labs’ 3-D graphics library is 
CyberSpeed from Mindscape- 
a fast-track, futuristic, grand prix 
racing game every bit as swift and 
detailed as a similar title on the 
Sony PlayStation game console. GT 
Interactive’s Locus [above right], 
another entertainment program 
that invokes Microsoft’s 3-D API 
set, is a fast-moving vehicular 
competition that takes place in 


head-mounted virtual-reality displays, 
GT Interactive’s Locus immerses you in 
high-speed chase scenes. 

futuristic 3-D environments. 

Like many of today’s Windows 95 
games, these titles come optimized 
for one or another of the major 3-D 


graphics accelerator cards, 
head-mounted displays, or 
3-D sound systems. 
CyberSpeed is compatible 
with Creative Labs’ 3D Blaster 
card, while Locus supports 
Forte’s VFX1 HeadGear, 

Virtual i-O’s Virtual i-glasses, 
and VictorMaxx's CyberMaxx 
head-mounted displays. 

Only a few games are 
optimized for a wide range of 
add-on hardware. Interplay’s 
Descent gets high marks for 
supporting the most PC 
devices. Descent and another 
Interplay game, Stonekeep, 
are pioneers of 3-D sound. They 
each use encoded Spatializer 3-D 
audio processing to create 
dramatic sound effects. 
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SOFTWARE! 


WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 


Now you can get your very own copy of 
PC/Computing delivered to you every 
month — at incredible savings! 

Plus, sign up now and get powerful FREE 
SOFTWARE with your paid subscription. 

{& 1 - 800-3654770 
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Check us out online: Point your Web browser to - http://www.ziff.com • On CompuServe - GO ZD • On Prodigy - Jump Ziff-Davis 
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Final Analysis: Multidimensional Experience 


3-D Takes Shape 


If 1996 is to go down as the year of 3-D for PCs, all of 
today’s new innovations and improvements have to 
rest on a firm foundation of industry standards. The 
standards that do exist, like Microsoft’s APIs for Win¬ 
dows 95 and VRML on the World Wide Web, have 
made progress swift and sure on those platforms. 

Proprietary 3-D technologies such as graphics and 
sound cards, however, will see much duplication of 
effort as designers keep reinventing the wheel. At least 
one more generation of 3-D chips and displays will 
debut between now and the end of the year, at which 
time audio and video standards should begin to emerge. 

The good news is that in the meantime, 3-D periph¬ 
erals will grow in power and features, new input and 
output devices will emerge, and old products will take 
on entirely new functions. This is especially true with 
conventional displays and input devices. Expect 
startling innovation in these areas throughout the year. 

On the software side, Microsoft is promoting Silicon 
Graphics’ OpenGL standard by offering it as a Win¬ 
dows 95 API, a programmer’s utility that will speed 
development, improve performance, and provide 


device independence for software running with Plug 
and Play add-on cards. Another Microsoft API, 
Direct 3D, should do for affordable 3-D graphics 
what OpenGL has done for high-end CAD. 

Should you invest in 3-D technology knowing that 
some standards will change? Before you decide, con¬ 
sider the benefits of enlivening your Web page or 
business presentations, as well as the realism you’ll 
gain from rendering your designs, schematics, and 
plans in three dimensions. 

Another compelling consideration is cost. Prices 
of 3-D technologies have fallen faster than in any 
other area of personal computing over the last year— 
many of the most innovative products already cost 
well under $500. With PC hardware and peripherals 
certain to continue their march toward value and 
performance, this could well be the year to bring 
your PC into the next dimension. 


Steve Ditlea is a contributing writer for Upside 
Magazine. He first reported on virtual reality for 
PC Computing in 1987. 



















And make it happen with 
the superior graphics of 
SureTrak Project Manager 1.5. 

Manage every aspect of your project Organize it 
easily right from the start with a wizard to give 
you the right perspective for your industry. Get 
up and running quickly with SureTrak’s built-in 
templates and tutorials.Take control of individual 
or multiple projects of any size. 

Look good with stunning presentations. SureTrak’s 
got more than 40 customizable report formats. Eye¬ 
catching graphics help you demonstrate progress, identify 
roadblocks, develop workarounds and build consensus. 


The price of success: just $299. And SureTrak is 
backed by a 60-day, money-back guarantee. 


Start now by calling I -800-973-1335. 

I Well send you a FREE demo disk and a 
| copy of “Making ft Happen,” a common 
| sense guide to project management 



PRIMAVERA 

How the world says project management 

SureTrak Division • 1574 West 1700 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104* USA 
(801) 973-1300 • FAX: (801) 973-9725 
Internet: suretrak@primavera.com 
Web site: http://www.primavera.com/ 
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Call 1-800-973-1335 















COMPAQ. 

Has It Changed Your Life Yet? 













The problem with trouble is that usually by the time you find out about it, it’s too late. Not so with Compaq 


Intelligent Manageability. Compaq Intelligent Manageability is a superior collection of preinstalled features and 
tools found only on the Compaq Deskpro. Together, they work to detect and eliminate a variety of potential 
problems on your network before they become real ones. Fault Management features like our IntelliSafe drive, 
which not only notifies you of impending failure but also backs itself up, minimizing loss of mission-critical data 


You’re Flying Along At 25,000 Feet When Suddenly 
Three Of The Engines Quit. Now Would Be A Good 
Time To Talk About Superior Fault Management. 


and PC downtime. And Asset Management, whose features help you keep track of hardware and software across 
the network from the comfort of your desk. Because all the information you need can be delivered remotely to your 
PC. Compaq Intelligent Manageability also includes a wide range of security features designed to keep your network 
secure. Which all adds up to providing the best and most comprehensive solution for managing PCs and predicting 
trouble on your network. Because when there’s trouble, don’t you want to know about it-before it happens? 











That's why you've got to buy an Iomega Ditto drive. It's a cool little red drive that works like 
insurance for all the stuff on your PC: software applications, files, work, games, everything. 

You just point and click and the Ditto drive goes to work backing up your entire hard drive. And 
while it works, you can continue to work. Naturally, installation has been made super simple. All of 
which has made Iomega one of the fastest-growing data storage companies in the world. 

So protect all the important stuff on your PC with the Ditto drive. At $149.95, how can you afford 
not to? See your computer or electronics dealer today. Because, as you know, accidents can happen. 

BECAUSE IT’S YOUR STUF F. 

® 1996 Iomega Corporation. Iomega, the Iomega logo, and Ditto are trademarks of the Iomega Corporation. "3M" and ‘Travan* are 
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At leading computer 
and electronic stores 


It's like insurance for the 1 
important stuff on your PC. I 
Installs in 5 minutes. I 
Also available in a 1 
3.2 gigabyte model. I 



We recommend 3M Travan™! 
TR-1 minicartridges for usel 
with the Ditto Easy 800 drivel 



1-step software , 

Easy to use 

point-and-click operation. 1 
Backs up while you work. I 




iomega 














□ Payment enclosed. □ Bill me later. 

lice $47.40. Canadian and foreign add $16.00 per yi 
m up to 30 days for shipment of first issue. Software requires Windo 
vith 6MB RAM or more. FREE software will be sent upon payment. 


It’s all here! 111! 

SUBSCRIBER 

1 % 

k OFF 


_I 

S A V 


68 

PLUS A FREE CD-ROM 


ANNUAL 

COVER 

PRICE 

REGULAR 

SUBSCRIPTION 

PRICE 

YOUR 

ONE-YEAR BONUS STATUS 

RATE 

$47.40 

$24.97 

$16.97 FREE CD-ROM | 


As a new subscriber you are entitled to a reduced rate on 
PC Computing - 68% off the cover price. BONUS: Magic for 
Windows CD-ROM - with a Web browser, Web authoring tools, 
Internet utilities, and some top Windows 95 utilities to super¬ 
charge your system - FREE with your paid subscription. 

□ 1 year (12 issues) just $16.97. YOU SAVE 64%. 

□ 2 years (24 issues) just $29.97. YOU SAVE 68%. 


NEW! 
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At leading computer 
and electronic stores 


The Ditto" Easy 8* 


It's like insurance for the ■ 
important stuff on your PC.B 
Installs in 5 minutes. 1 


Also available in a 
3.2 gigabyte model. 




You’ve got insurance 
//Johnny crashes your car. 


But what r/’he crashes 

vow hard (hire? 


Check out our Web site — 

http://www.zdnet.com/~pccomp 




BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 66 BOULDER, CO 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


Recomputing 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
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insurant 
You 
while it 
which 
So 
not to? 


PO Box 50253 
Boulder, CO 80321 -0253 
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It’s all here! 
PC Computing’s 
exclusive Windows 95 
software guide to 
essential—and 
entertaining—home and 
office applications. 


Windows 95 

BUYERS’ GUIDE 

In This Issue: 

• Quarterdeck QEMM 8 • Media Synergy VRWorkshop+ 

• Humanagement me2 • FTP Software Mariner • ABSI Skyway 

• MicroHelp Uninstaller 3 • JianAgreementBuilder3.0 

• Learn To Do Windows 95 • Quarterdeck WinProbe 4 

• Rand McNally StreetFinder • Adams Resumes & Cover Letters 

• Solid Oak Software CyberSitter 2.0 • 3M Post-it Software Notes 

• CyberMedia First Aid 95 • Janna Contact 95 

Q Go buy it! Q Good, but limited. | Stop! Buyer, beware. 


W.PCCOMPUTING.CO 
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if you think hie transfer is all we do, 
you need some time away from the office. 


m To appreciate Low muck more LapLink® 
wS* for Windows® 95 kas to offer, all you kave 
to do is kit tke road. 

Wkerever you go-across tke kali, across 
town or across tke country-if you’ve got LapLink, 
you kave everytking you need to access anything 
you want on your desktop or your network. 

With this single piece of software, you 
can read and send e-mail, run databases and 
custom appkcations, synchronize data and, yes, 
even transfer files. 

Since there’s no need to change apps to 
do all these things, there’s no need to hang up 
and redial. And since LapLink works the same 


way over modems, IPX and TCP/IP networks, 
serial cables, parallel cables, wireless, even the 
Internet, there’s no need to laboriously reconfigure. 

And there’s no need to worry about 
compatibility. Our 16-hit version is built right 
into LapLink for Windows 95, so connecting 
to Windows 3.1 systems is no problem at all. 

By now, you probably can’t wait to get your 
hands on the latest LapLink. So you’ll he glad to 
know that upgrading—from an earlier LapLink, 
or from another product altogether—is ridiculously 

inexpensive. Call 800-843-9397. Better yet, 

see your reseller. It’ll give you an excuse to get 
away from the office. 


TRAVELING 

SOFTWARE 



©1996 Traveling Software, Inc. LapLink is a registered trademark of Traveling Software. kttp://www.travsoft.com 

Circle 234 on reader service card. 












Presto! PageMaker 

The Manager for Your Documents, Scanner & Applications 


Scan It! 

Click once to scan 
and store photos 
or paperwork. 


Print/Copy It! 

Just Drag and Drop to 
print, copy, or edit 
what you scanned. 



Other Features! 

Presto! PageManager offers Text 
Annotation, Image Editor, 
Text Editor, and Built-In OCR. 


Drag & Drop It! 

Drag and Drop documents to MS Word, Excel, Adobe 
Photoshop, Corel Draw, Presto! Pro, ViewOffice 
PowerSuite, etc. 


Other Presto! Products: 



Presto! Pro ViewOffice 
PowerSuite 


Available at: 

Software Etc. Computer City 
PC Connection (800) 986-2238 


Call Today for Your Fill* Software! 

800 - 670-7271 

OK 

Download Presto! PageManager & Other Presto! Products* 

http://www.tophat.com 


File It! 

Save what you’re 
working on in an 
electronic file cabinet 
with text search tools. 


Mail It! 

Once you scan, you can 
send your image over 
electronic mail without 
leaving the application! 


Fax It! 

With Presto! PageManag 
you don’t need a stand¬ 
alone fax machine. Just 
scan your pages straight 
your fax modem! 



Magic Within' 


* There is a non-refundable $9.95 (US) or $19.95 (Canada) shipping & handling charge. Outside US 510-252-0267. ** There is a non-refundable $4.95 charge to download from the Internet. Please have you 
Visa, Mastercard, or American Express card ready when you call. One copy per household. Offer good only in the US and Canada. Information and prices subject to change without notice. 

© 1996 NewSoft Inc. Presto!, Magic Within, and all other Presto! Products are trademarks of NewSoft Inc. All other product names are trademarks of their respective companies. All rights reserved. 
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'I-P you rum window^ ? 5 , 
you l( -fly iM/th D!\oiA$eDf\a/\ % 


B. Featherstone 

Aviation Designer 



iiimii'a open window: 


‘Wjmfows 


Gain fast access 
to full menus. 


indows 


Activate 


MouseMan® 96 by Logitech is the only mouse optimized for Windows® 95. 
It’s everything you’d expect from the world’s leading mouse maker, and more! 
MouseMan 96 includes the revolutionary Hyperjump™ technology - which allows you to 
access eight important Windows 95 commands with a single click of the middle button. 
And you still get superb Logitech design, Plug and Play installation, and three button 
programmability. For information, or the dealer nearest you, call 1-800-732-3063, 
or for information by fax call I -800-245-0000, Document 4030. 
Visit Logitech and MouseMan 96 at http://www.logitech.com 
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Quarterdeck and Media Synergy Mm reviews <m P a g ei 92 


MEMORY MANAGEMENT 

QEMM8 

H lf only there were a way to avoid upgrading your sys¬ 
tem’s 8MB or 16MB of memory. Well, there isn’t. 
But you can certainly put off upgrading if all you 
really need is to free up conventional memory. Quar¬ 
terdeck’s QEMM 8 maximizes your available memory and 
manages your resources, allowing you to multitask without 
receiving those dreaded “Out of Memory” errors. 

QEMM’s system memory management frees up to 634K of 
conventional RAM for Windows 3.1, Windows 95, and DOS 



users. It also compresses data 
in both physical and virtual 
memory to maximize avail¬ 
able Windows memory. 

QEMM includes three 
main features. MagnaRAM 
gives you more available 
Windows memory so you 
can run more programs and 
open larger data files. This 
memory saving is gained by 
compressing data both in 
RAM and on the hard disk. 


QEMM 8 

Pros: Three powerful 
memory-management 
utilities in one. 

Cons: Online help could use 
some beefing up. 

Verdict: A great way to 
manage your system's 
memory when you’re pinched 
for silicon. 

$70 est. street price 
Quarterdeck Corp. 

(800] 638-6696, (310] 309-3700 
Reader Service No. 8// 


Manifest, a memory report¬ 
ing utility, offers detailed 

information about where in memory your system hardware 
configurations and operating systems reside. From the Mani¬ 
fest text editor, you can easily review and edit your DOS and 
Windows configuration files. The Optimize feature deter¬ 
mines the most efficient way to allocate your PC’s memory. 

With QEMM 8 working behind the scenes to give you as 
much memory as possible, you’re free to work without 
worrying about system resources. LULIT bezuayehu 


lfR Workshops- 


VRWorkshop+ 


B Creating slick 3-D animations and effects on your PC 
doesn’t have to be hard—or expensive. Media Syner¬ 
gy’s VR Workshop-l-, a 3-D animation starter kit, lets 
anyone create three-dimensional animations and 
objects for about the cost of six movie tickets. Use it to dress 
up presentations, create your own basic animations, or exper¬ 
iment with 3-D on a computer for the first time. 

VR Workshop-l- consists of several parts, beginning 
with an easy-to-use spaceship control panel that fires you 



off to whatever part of the 
suite you choose. Central 
to the program is a module 
called VR Composer, an 
onscreen production stu¬ 
dio for creating, animat¬ 
ing, and customizing 
graphics. VR Gallery is a 
library of 120 royalty-free 
objects from which you 
can draw to create a virtual- 
reality world. VR Expo is 
a collection of demos and 
ads built with the program 
to give you an idea of what the program can do. 3D Pro is 
an incredibly easy 3-D drawing tool that uses real-time 
rendering so you can see the object or effect you’re trying 
to produce instantly. 

If you’re in search of a package that will help you create 
high-end 3-D animations, VR Workshop-!- won’t replace 
Macromedia’s $699 Extreme 3D. But for $45, it isn’t meant 
to. VR Workshop-!- gives you a good introduction to the 
world beyond two dimensions. MARK baard 


Pros: An inexpensive and 
unique collection of 3-D 
animation tools.- 
Cons: Could offer more 
hand-holding for rookie 
multimedia creators. 

Verdict: An easy and 
affordable introduction to 
3-D animation. 

$45 est. street price 
Media Synergy 

(800] 793-6320, (416] 369-1100 
Reader Service No. 848 
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Plot and display your customer and prospects down to street-level detail. 


The easy way to locate 


5 gsg 


SUPER ACCURACY. 

Want to see where 
your customers are 
Jwi SSS- clustered? Need 

detailed street maps 
to route your delivery 
people? Looking for 
restaurants near the 
convention center? 
How about a full 
color map for your brochure? No 
problem. Select Street Atlas can do all this 
and more. Look how 
these business owners 
use Select Street every 
day to locate more 
business opportunities. 





I Carving up 
' the territory 


Use Select Street Atlas to divide 
territories so your sales people can 
efficiently cover your market. 

Meet Veny Musum. Veny is Senior 
Vice President for John Paul 
Mitchell Systems, distributor of the 
top-selling Paul Mitchell line of 
hair care products. You’ll find 
them in many of the 45,000 
independent hair salons in his 
Northeast territory. But they just 
don’t get there by accident. First, 
Veny searches for beauty salons by 


business heading and ZIP codes 
in Select Phone, the #1-selling 
Phonebook on CD-ROM. Then he 
exports the list to Select Street 
Atlas, which automatically plots 
and displays these salons as close 
as a stunning ten feet of their 
actual locations. From there it’s a 
few easy clicks to divide up the 
territory for his sales force. "We 
use Select Street Atlas and Select 
Phone to locate new accounts 
and route our salespeople. 

It’s simply amazing.” 


thousands of living things rely 
on Evergreen's technicians for 
their food and water. That’s 
because Evergreen designs, 
installs and maintains indoor 
landscapes for hundreds of 
clients. Like a doctor's medical 
records, each site requires a file 
to track and monitor plant 
health. And one important 
component of the file? A 
street-level map detailing /£ 
where the client site is 
located. So when 
technicians pick up their 
daily rounds, there's 
never any problems 
finding the patients. 

Says Richard, 

"Everyone should use 
Select Street for 
routing deliveries - the 
time savings are simply 
incredible.” 


100 symbols 
you can drag 
and drop. 

Select Street comes loaded with 
100 vibrant symbols so you can 
easily customize your maps. 
Select Street Atlas lets you 
customize your own maps right 
on your screen. We've given 
you 100 symbols- 
like dots, 
pushpins, 


Pacific S 
IstQu 
Prospects 


X 


.eon Carlos Hair 


(m EBdJjaSIHalrstylst 
Popples X. 
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X \\ 

Catarina Glacobbe,Halr 




Print out highly detailed, full-color 
maps for account reps, delivery 
people, customers and prospects. 
Richard Ross is General Manager 
of Evergreen Tropical Interiors, 

Inc. Every day, 365 days a year, 


Zm 1 , 000,000 

^ ready-to- 
view listings 

From hotels and restaurants to 
banks and schools. Select Street 
gives you 20 categories of 
“Places" to choose from. 

What hotels are near the 
convention center? What • 
restaurants are in my biggest 
supplier's town? Select Street 
will easily give you the answers. 
Each copy includes one million 
places - everything from hotels, 
restaurants, banks, post offices 
and gas stations to churches, 
schools, department stores and 
more. All taken from Select 
Phone, ready for you to pick 
and plot - right on your map. 


t L °V'-’tn e^& x Lo n gj e n^jl 
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With a few simple clicks, 
you can import all your ZIP+4 
addresses and place them directly 
on a highly-detailed, street-level 
map. Then use these maps to 
route your delivery people, divide . 
up sales territories, see where 
your customers are clustered, or 
keep an eye on the competition. 

























Create your own maps - in brilliant color - on your desktop! 


new business fast 


arrows, buildings and traffic 
lights - all in rich vibrant colors, 
for you to personalize your maps. 
Use these symbols to identify 
your customer sites, houses for 
sale, regional dealers - 
even your own home. 

Just pick the ones 
you need, drag 


your map, and put 
them anywhere you 
want. You can even 
attach little notes to 
each symbol, like 
directions for 
your sales 


force, special 
delivery 
: instructions, 
or the phone 
number and address 
of your store. 



NO-HASSLE 

LICENSE 


The industry's 
first "No-Hassle 
License" 

You're free to include your 
maps in advertisements, 
newsletters, brochures, 
i flyers, and more. 

|| Most other mapping 
products come with 
a stone-age 
restriction. You're 
only allowed to use 
their products to 
I create maps for 
use. Not 

the case with Select 
Street Atlas. Once 
you print your maps 
in black and white - 
color- 
you're can use them in 
your flyers, brochures, 
newsletters, handouts, 


cfiled Order Now 

•5jj"5^-rp It's the only Street 


only Street 
Atlas on CD-ROM <j- 
that lets you import, ■4* 
display, customize, 
print and use your 
own personal maps! 



For Windows 3.1 and Windows 95 

I_ 


—- ifH 


1 - 800 - 992-3766 


Please mention Code APCCS when placing your order 

Find what you’ve been missing.™ Pro^jj 


The 

10 Levels 
off Zoom 

Imagine the power to zoom 
down 10 levels of magnification 
to amazing micro street detail! 



© The 30-Day 
Money-Back 
Guarantee 

If you’re in business for yourself, 
if you run a store or an office 
from your home, if you're looking 
for a smarter way to find, locate, 
and close new business, then you 
owe it to yourself to try Select 
Street Atlas. Take any ZIP+4 
listings from any database and 
plot them on your map. Choose 
from the 100 drag-and-drop 
symbols to make your map 
gorgeous. Locate and view one 
million essential places like 
hospitals, schools, even delis - 
all taken from the world's leading 
Phonebook on CD-ROM. And 
finally, print custom-made maps 
for distribution to your co¬ 
workers, customers, prospects, 
family, friends, soccer team, and 
more. So order Select Street Atlas 
today. Get the best deal on 
America's most exciting new 
mapping software. We'll even 
give you 30 days to make sure 
you absolutely love it. Call and 
order now. 


2. Regional l,750r 
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Circle 274 on reader service card. 





































ATI's new VIDEO XPRESSION™ 
transforms your Pentium into a True 
Multimedia platform. Get incredible 

_ TV-quality video playback, blazing 

Microsoft - 64-bit acceleration, brilliant true color 
Windowd95 graphics, razor sharp images, and solid 
drivers at an affordable price. 

Enjoy amazing quality full-screen, full-motion MPEG 
video, as if you were watching it on your TV. Play 
arcade games with heart-pounding potion and 
eye-popping colors. Turn your PC into an interactive, 
multimedia TV, with ATI’s SMART TV™ option. 

Bring screaming performance to your applications... 
images appear on-screen instantly. Gain productivity 
in Windows with ATI’s enhanced suite of graphics 
utilities. |e secure in your choice with ATI's superior 
productfuality, support and an upgrade path to 
powerful multimedia options. 

Whether you are upgrading or buying a new system, 
count on ATI's VIDEO XPRESSION to give you True 
Multimedia. 


Designed for 


• Graphics, video and games acceleration! 
> Windows95/3-lx/ NTS OS/2 drivers | 

• Multimedia expandable 

• 16.7 million colors — 

'Easyto install 
>2MB memory 
' 1280x1024 resolution 

• 120Hz refresh 

• 5 year warranty 
-PCI Local Bus 


•TV style user interface 

■ Closed caption 

■ Close-up zoom 


FOR MORE INFO: 
CompuServe: GO ATITECH 
Internet: http://www.atitech.ca 
Telephone: (905) 882-2600 
Sales: press 1, Faxlnfo: press 2 
Facsimile: (905) 882-2620 


Perfecting the PC 




















THE INTERNET SHOULD BE SO EASY. 


WITH PIPELINE, THE INTERNET IS AS EASY AS STEALING CANDY FROM A BABY. 

THE CANDY: Easy to take, easy to use, not to mention immediate access to the Internet; enough information to get your doctorate; 
e-mail that virtually eliminates the need for the post office; as well as News Groups, Internet Relay Chat, FTP, Gopher and the opportunity to 
create your own homepage on the World Wide Web. Our award-winning, easy interface is fully compatible with leading Web browsers, including 
Netscape. THE DEAL: For only $19.95 a month you get unlimited local access to all the Internet has to offer and no sneaky additional 
hourly charges to make you cranky. THE NUMBER: If you’re still not interested, ring us at I -800-805-98 30 anyway. 

The call’s free, the software’s free and so are your first 14 days. You’ve got nothing to lose. 


IPELINE 


es apply beyond the first 14 free days. \ Valid major credit card required. Phone charges may apply. A PSINet Company. © PSINet Inc. 1996. 

Circle 150 on reader service card. 
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Humanagementand FTP Software More review on page 196 




ENTERTAINMENT 

me2 

B Hvcr fantasize about ditching the office rat race to 
||9 raise llamas in Montana? You’re not alone. But if it’s 
HI a recurring dream that interferes with your daily 
IHI grind, maybe you’re in the wrong business. Me2, a 
new personality-profile software program from Human- 
agement, might help you find the right business—and even 
find yourself along the way. 

At first glance, me2 looks like Shrink 1.0, a touchy-feely 
self-help book morphed onto your screen. There’s some 
psychobabble printed next to a view of a calm stream, and 



Mariner 


S You’ve got to have flair to stand out in a crowd. 
That’s tough to do on the Internet, but Mariner, a 
new Internet suite from FTP Software, is as attrac¬ 
tive as they come. And it has not only good looks, 
but brains to boot. Mariner offers Web, Usenet, FTP, 
Gopher, and Telnet access, in addition to e-mail. Every¬ 
thing works in concert, letting you do such things as send 
e-mail containing Web pages, links and all. 

Mariner is as easy to use as it is to load: All you do is plug 



Scott Crashes His MR2 


a sensitive, bespectacled 
guide (a rendering of the 
program’s founder, John 
Furey) to lead you through 
the steps. But don’t be put 
off. It’s fun. 

A 32-question personal¬ 
ity test determines your 
dominant and recessive 
instincts. Me2 explains 
how these traits influence 
your behavior and how 
you can use them to your 
advantage. Sure, it’s only a 
silly test, but some of the comments are surprisingly intu¬ 
itive. You’ll find yourself nodding in agreement, and you’ll 
probably come away with some advice that makes sense. 

But don’t bet your life on me2. It offers both a rela¬ 
tionship profile for individuals and a job profile for com¬ 
panies, but anyone who would select a mate or an 
employee based on some multiple-choice questions has a 
few bad instincts of their own. If you’re looking for 
laughs and a little personal insight, however, me2 might 
be worth a try. julie McCullough 


me2 

Pros: Get some laughs—and 
maybe some personal insight. 
Cons: Interesting interface, 
but it could be more flexible. 

Verdict: Me2 probably won’t 
show you your true self, but 
it’s a great party game. 

$30 est. street price Qncludes 
two personality profiles]; 

$15 per additional personality 

Humanagement 
(800] 878-3632, (602] 266-9300 
" ’ " xNo.8f3 


it in and start surfing. And 
it’s almost completely 
mouse-based. You don’t 
even have to type in Web 
addresses—you simply drag 
an address from the Auto- 
Pilot window to the Dis¬ 
play window, where your 
sites download. 

AutoPilot logs sessions 
as you go. Using a system of 
folders and subfolders, you 
can sort Web pages, Internet 
sites, and e-mail addresses 
by topic, date, and so on. 

Want to return to a page you visited earlier? Just scroll 
up the AutoPilot window, double-click on it, and the site 
pops right back. Or save the page to disk and read it offline 
when the meter isn’t running. You can even customize 
access to prohibit your kids from seeing things they 
shouldn’t. Windows 95 users, don’t despair: A version for 
you is poised for summer release. leander KAHNEY 


Pros: Web, Usenet, FTP, 
Gopher, Telnet, and e-mail 
access from one easy 
interface. 

Cons: Stop and Reload 
features are buried under 


$50 est. street price 
FTP Software 

(800] 282-4387, (508] 685-3300 
Reader Service No. 8^4 
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Ifs A Snap! 

PhotoSuite is the best way to edit, capture 
and enhance your photographs 


l 5!!£!fe=rT=toMttl 

your photographs, images. 


sound, music and video files 
quickly and easily. Create 
and maintain your personal 


ulation,pamtand drawing 
tools lets you add your oum 
creative flair to any image 
quickly and easily 

Colors 

Color correct images, change 
colors, backgrounds, adjust 
contrast, brightness and more. 

Internet Helper Digital Magic 

Image display, editing, cataloging Retouch, enhance or add 
and screen capture for Internet, special effects like grayscale, Now it’s a snap to put photos on your PC! 

America On-line, CompuServe, emboss, mosaic and reverse Just drop off your next roll of film. 

Microsoft, Prodigy and other color to any image at the 

network access software. touch of a button. 


esentations 

Create your own 
multimedia slideshows 
for family, friends and 
business presentations in 
just minutes. .. 


PhotoSuite now 
includes a multimedia 
library containing 
hundreds of photos, 
sound files and 
animations, all license 
and royalty FREE! 


Photos on your PC 


■ photo outlet and request a Kodak,. 

CD-ROM or floppy disk with your prints. 


Urn 






(AGINATION 


For product information call 1-800-403-4835 or visit us on the World Wide Web at www.mgisoft.com. 


Kodak "03 ::03 

DIGITAL Microsoft*’ 



6 temp 


PLAY soft ware ^ 


le for Windows* 95. Intel/Pentium versions of Windows NP*. Windows*3.1 and the Power PC under Windows NT 1 * 1 . * Estimated street price. ©Copyright 1989-1996 MGI Software Corp. 
ill rights reserved. PhotoSuite, the PhotoSuite logo and the MGI logo are trademarks of MGI Software Corp. All other product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective trademark holders. 
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Since 1984, 

ProGen Technology has supplied 
high quality computer components 
and PCs to the industry. In a twelve- 
year period, ProGen has expanded 
its business and become both a 
manufacturer and integrator. 

In 1995, ProGen Systems was 
incorporated to provide the best 
valued PC in the industry. Rely on 
the pros at ProGen. 


. 



Genuine Triton Chipset by Intel 
16 MB EDO Memory (up to 128 MB) 

256K Pipelined Burst (up to 512K) 

1.2 GB Fost enhanced IDE Hard Drive 
New Gold 64V 2 MB EDO (S3 Trio 64 V+) 

New WavePlayer 16-bit, 32 voice sound card 
Fast 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
1.44 MB 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 
4-device Bus Mastering Enhanced IDE Controller 
Microsoft Windows® 95 CD & Manual 
CTX 1565D15”, .28dp PnP monitor 
104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 
genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 
80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 
lotus SmartSuite 4.0 pre-installed 


Pentium' 


1 00_MHz *1649 
133MHz ) j 1849 
166MHz $2099 


2oomhz 3/ $3599 
mm $3549 

150 MHz J 3449 


Genuine Intel ATX Motherboard 
16 MB RAM (up to 128 MB) 
256K Internal L2 Cache 
1.6 GB Fast EIDE Hard Drive 
New ATI Mach64 VT 2 MB 
Fast 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
Creative Sound Blaster 16 Vibro PnP 
1.44 MB 3.5" floppy Disk Drive 
28.8bps Telephony FAX/modem 
MS-Windows® NT Workstation v3.51 
PC Magazine Editor's Choice: CTX 1765GMe 
104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 
Genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 
80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 



COMWnBLE™ 


ProC are | ISDN & SCSI Solutions are available 

1 - 800 - 848-1356 



ProGen Technology, Inc. 15501 Redhill Avenue, Tustin, CA 92680 Ph: 714/566-9200 Fax: 714/566-9267 BBS: 714/566-9255 Internet: progen@ix.netcom.com. 

Circle 133 on reader service card. 





















Windows* 95 and Windows NTWorkstation 
put the power of a server on your PC. 
New Back-UPS* Pro" will keep it there... 



event recording for power quality 
analysis, real-time display of UPS i 
and certified Windows 95 Plug & 
compatibility for easy installation. 


HE EVENT OF AN EXTENDED POWER 

Play Back-UPS Pro 280... is 01 


GRACEFUL SHUTDOWN I 
IMPORTANT. APC’S PLUG . 


I "Organizations can further 
ENSURE RELIABLE SYSTEM 


LICENSED TO BEAR THE Dl 
| for Windows 95 Logo. 
Microsoft 




ULTIMATE 


“[With Windows 95],.Users are keeping 

MORE FILES OPEN AT ONCE AND HAVE MORE 
DATA AT RISK THAN EVER BEFORE... A UPS IS 
QUICKLY BECOMING A MUST...” 

ComputerLife 


If you’re about to invest in a new 
multi-tasking operating system 
like Windows 95 or Windows NT 
Workstation, experts say it may 
be time to invest inAPC 
protection. Why? Because bad 
power is the largest single cause of 
data loss, and on a multi-tasking system, your 
vulnerability is multiplied. When full protection is as 
affordable as a new mouse, it just doesn’t make 
sense to leave your premi 


Back-UPS 


Protect against the inevitable power hit with 
new Back-UPS Pro, the one and only UPS “Designed 
for Windows 95”. Automatic Voltage Regulation 
(AVR) provides the edge you need for full protection 
against extended brownouts or overvoltages without 
draining the battery, while CellGuard” intelligent 
battery management extends battery life with fast 
recharge and deep discharge protection. The units 
even include built-in lOBase-T network cable/phone 
line surge protection for a bulletproof response to 
anything Mother Nature or Murphy’s Law may send 
in your direction. Plus they’re even backed by an up 
to $25,000 guarantee against surge damage to your 
equipment (see details). 

All in all, you can’t make a bad choice when 
you choose the company that protects more PC’s 
than all other UPS vendors combined: APC. 


"****...Should be standard equipment 

ON EVERY DESKTOP... EFFECTIVE, AFFORDABLE, 
DESIGNED TO LAST...” 

PC Computing 


PROTECTION... FI 


M APC.” PCWORLD 




For 6 minutes of runtime on a typical 486, 
choose BU Pro 280PNP. For Pentiums or more 
runtime, choose the BU Pro 420PNP or 6S0PNP. 
Call for a Free demo Disk, 60-page catalog, or 
visit our PowerPage" at http://www.apcc.com 


SurgeArrest™ & 
Protectnet™ 


Back-UPS® & 
Back-UPS® PRO 

UPS for PC and 
advanced workstations 


Smart-UPS® & 
Smart-UPS® V/S 

Manageable UPS for 


Matrix-UPS™ & 
Accessories 

Modular UPS for client! 



AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 

Dept. E7 

401-788-2797 fax / 800-347-FAXX PowerFax' 
132 Fairgrounds Rd„ W. Kingston R102892 USA 
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ABSI and MicroHelp More reviews on page 204 


INTERNET STARTER KIT 

Skyway 

B If you’re still waiting to take the Internet plunge, then 
pick up a copy of ABSI’s Skyway and wait no more. 
Skyway includes everything newbies need to get 
started, including software, service, and a 45-minute 
Internet tour and training video. 

ABSI bills Skyway as “the ultimate Internet adventure.” 
But while Skyway’s Enhanced Mosaic 2.1+ is a capable 
browser, it doesn’t match all the advanced features of 
Netscape’s Navigator 2.0. 


File Applications Setup Help 


! 3 

j Mosaic + 

£> 

E-Mail 

O 

News 

Hang-Up 

: EH 

| wri: 

IRC Chat 

£elnet j 

m 

FTP 

M 

Help 

111 Of 


- yfg? 1 

M. : 


SYSTEM UTILITY 

Uninstaller 3 

S If Windows 95 ships with its own utility for unin¬ 
stalling old applications, why shell out money for an 
extra utility that does the same thing? Unfortunate¬ 
ly, not all programs support the Windows 95 unin¬ 
staller yet—especially Windows 3.1 apps. MicroHelp’s 
Uninstaller 3 steps in where Windows 95 leaves off. 

The 32-bit upgrade of Uninstaller does a few things 
well and some things incompletely. And when Uninstaller 
does something well, it does it slowly. The database it 



Skyway 

Pros: Hand-holding video 
initiates the Internet-phobic. 
Cons: Ships with Mosaic's 
Web browser instead of 
Netscape’s market-leading 
Navigator. 

Verdict: Decent all- 
inclusive starter package for 
first-time Internet users. 


$49 est street price 


One of your first Net 
newbie tasks is finding an 
Internet service provider 
(ISP). Skyway simplifies 
your choice by providing a 
list of over 200 ISPs based 
on your zip code. Skyway 
also lets every member of 
your household have their 
own account. Parents will 
appreciate Cyber Patrol, 
the parental-control soft¬ 
ware that’s included, which 
keeps track of which sites 
your kids access and when. 

Skyway also includes a semi-integrated suite of Internet 
tools, including Eudora Light for e-mail, News Xpress for 
newsgroups, and Lview Light for basic picture-editing and 
-viewing. There’s also a simple Internet Relay Chat program 
and basic Telnet, FTP, and other Internet utilities. Most of the 
programs included in Skyway are available as freeware or 
shareware online. Skyway simply packages them and tosses 
in a helpful video and easy ISP setup. rich Schwerin 


generates (a SmartLinks 
file) is a complete system 
profile that takes several 
minutes to build and just 
as long to update. 

If your hard drive is 
overloaded with Windows 
3.1 programs that you’re 
looking to clear off, the 
Windows Cleanup, INI- 
Clean, and Duplicate File 
Finder features make easy 
work of removing most of 
the traces of these files. In 
our tests Uninstaller 3 overlooked some program detritus, 
leaving behind the desktop icons and some INI file refer¬ 
ences that belonged to apps marked for deletion. 

Removing Windows apps was cumbersome and slow. 
Quarterdeck’s CleanSweep 95 does a better job of brushing 
away old apps and walking you through the process. 

Bottom line: Uninstaller 3 is easy to use and does a reason¬ 
ably good job of cleaning up after old apps. However, Clean- 
Sweep 95 is a faster, more reliable uninstaller. MARK BAARD 


Pros: A safe way to sweep old 
Windows 3.1 applications off 
your hard drive. 

Cons: It's slow and overlooks 
some files. 

Verdict: A capable and 
affordable uninstaller— 
but it could be more 
thorough. 

$40 est. street price 
MicroHelp 

C800) 777-3322, [7703 516-0899 
Reader Service No. 8f6 




' 


196 


MAY 1996 

































Active- 


metai- 


msing software 
the picture for you. 


YOU’RE STARING DOWN 

the barrel of a 
FULLY-LOADED 
PROJECTOR. 


(And the price will blow you away.) 

Imagine one of these on your conference room table. A new 
LitePro® 210 multimedia projector. Out of one end blasts bright, 
colorful video and computer graphics. Out of the other end (and 
the top) you get rich, room-filling sound powered by JBL® speakers. 

We even packed in things that make it easier. Uke software 
that adjusts the picture for you. And our exclusive CableWizard™ 
that slashes the wire jungle down to just one cord. 

Yet there’s one thing we left off—a hefty price tag. Our new 
projectors are modular. So you only pay for what you need. And 
you can upgrade later. It’s innovations like these that have made 
us the world leader. And projectors like this that’ll blow you away 


Take a test drive: 1*800 *294* 6400 
or http://www.infs.com 


InFocus 


Phone (503) 685-8888 Fax (503) 685-8631. In Europe: Phone (31) 23 5623200 Fax (31) 23 5624388. PCC ©1996 In Focus Systems, Inc. In Focus and LitePro a 


Circle 240 on reader service card. 












Elevate your expectations. Soar to maximum productivity. With VisionTek's V > s I o N T e k y 
lifetime-guaranteed 100%-compatible PC cards and memory modules. Supported with 
toll-free Tek-Support, Tek-Fax, Tek-BBS and Tek-Web technical assistance. And our exclusive 
Corporate Assistance Program. So you and your system can really take off. 1 -800-360-7185. 

Circle 189 on reader service card. 











Two guesses who 
just bought a Quanta 


jy to, you’re not seeing double. But 
1 \ you are seeing a dual reaction Jj 
L to getting a Quantex. It’s Jfl 
HL the same reaction 
^ customers have JM 
been experiencing 
for years. One ji 
of confidence. jH 
Excitement. . 

■ _ I And the 

m knowledge that ™ 

Bf Ve just made 

I one of the smartest W 

#rW* V buys since computers *' v 

were invented. 

, You see, Quantex customersaR 
compare. Really compare. 1 
Not just price, but features ^p 

and technology, too. And when ■ 
they do, they discover dollar for 1 
dollar, feature for feature, Quantex \ 
can’t be beat. When you compare 
and decide on a Quantex, you’ll look 
pretty pleased, too. Who knows, 
k maybe you’ll find your smiling face 

in one of our ads. 





Quantex Gives You The Best 



AND YOUR QUANTEX PC ARE A PERFECT PAIR. 

Some people say that Quantex PCs seem to have a dual personality. On one hand, they’re packed with I 
utting-edge technology, power, and features. On the other hand, they’re aggressively priced to I 
gentle on your bank account. Which side reflects the “real Quantex?” Both of them. 

From ottr high-performance multimedia machines to our potent workstations, our cus- I 
tamers all agree: Quantex gives you more of what you want at an unbeatable value. 

mop around. Read the reviews. Compare us feature for feature and dollar for I 
With any other PC on the market. The more closely you look, the better you’ll 
rsee. No one else can quite match up to Quantex. 


OUR COMMITMENT WORKS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE. 


At Quantex, your complete satisfaction is our number one priority. We’ve based | 
our business around it. And while our company has evolved over the years, our I 
focus has never wavered. 

How do we do it? By sweating the details. We’re working harder, day in and day j 
out, to create a line of meticulously engineered, technologi- I 
cally advanced, fully-loaded and competitively priced I 
PCs. From family multimedia systems to Pentium® I 
Pro microprocessor workstations, we’ll never 
compromise about putting performance into I 
your hands. That attitude reaches into every I 
facet of our company. You’ll notice it in our peo- 
pie, in conveniences like our Internet homepage, I 
and, of course, in our award-winning systems. 


Ym into all the hottest 
and top performance 


PCComputing 

Quantex QP5/100 SM selected 
Top Pick: Pricewise Direct System. 
“You can’t get more for less. We 
checked” (November ‘95). 


Here’s a tip from Quantex: when looking for a personal computer, I 
|you should be aware that even though a system loaded with 
Windows® 95 is Plug and Play capable, that doesn’t mean that the I 
components are Plug and Play. Fact is, most companies’ compo- I 
nents are not! And that can lead to difficult upgrading or even I 
component incompatibility! 

That’s why, from monitors to motherboards to multime- I 
dia, every component that goes into a Quantex is Plug and Play I 
Pphpliant. With this assurance that everything is self-configur- 1 
ing, you’ll never have to worry about setting jumpers or per- 
gjforming compatibility tests. It’s just one more way Quantex 
makes it easier. 


PC WORLD 


“The Quantex 
| QP5/133 SM-1 
still delivers a 
whopping amount of computer for the 
money. It costs nearly $1000 less than 
its typical Pentium-133 competitor...” 
(November ‘95) 


PLUG AND PLAY, THROUGH AND THROUGH. 


EfllNDOWS ZS.’SZ, 

the Quantex 

QP5/133 SM-1 is the speed demon multime¬ 
dia PC you’ve been looking for... the QP5/133 
is so fast you’ll expect to hear sonic booms 
even after launching bloated applications...it’s 
the perfect blend of speed, functionality and 
potential...” (December ‘95). 











Of Both Worlds 


Designed for 



Microsoft 

Windows'95 


SOME PEOPLE LIKE TO JUDGE US BY THE COMPANY WE KEEP. 



That’s why we only work with products you know and trust from the best names in the 
I business. Like Intel, Microsoft, Novell, Diamond Multimedia, Sony, Western Digital, 

MAG Innovision, Altec Lansing Multimedia, Ensoniq and Toshiba. 

I With components like these, you’re guaranteed top-flight performance and maxi¬ 
mum reliability. When it comes to quality, Quantex doesn’t cut corners! 

PENTIUM PRO PROCESSORS: THE LEAP IN PC TECHNOLOGY. 


They’ve finally arrived! And Quantex has incorporated them into some of the J 
finest workstations you’ll find. We’ve combined Intel’s advanced Pentium Pro 
processor with the new Intel Orion Chip Set, SCSI technology, vast storage ? 
capacity, and Windows NT for the ultimate in power, accessibility, and flexibil¬ 
ity. The result is one of the fastest, most reliable workstations on the market. 
Looking for cutting edge? Check out Quantex. 


HTTP://WWW. QUANTEX.COM 

It’s no secret that our website has become an Internet 
hotspot! Whether you’re consulting one of our salespeo¬ 
ple, accessing system information, downloading new 
software upgrades, or linking up with Quantex Computer 
owners, our site is the place to be! 


SOLID CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUPPORT. 


Vigorous testing and strict quality control give our PCs on$ 
the industry’s best reliability records. We’re so confident? 
system is backed by a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee. 

there’s One Year Express Parts 
One Year Free On-Site Service* and Toll- 
Free Technical Support. We even offer *™ 
option of extending the protection |H 
your system for up to 4 years under 
GE Service Protection Warranty Plan 
At Quantex, we’ve got you covered. 




Pentium 


“With solid 
performance 
and a meaty 


ComputeiUfe 

bundle of home-oriented software, 
Quantex’s QP5/100 M-4 stands out as a well 
stocked home system...the best performer 
of the bunch, the QP5/100 M-4 is a savvy 
purchase” (December ‘95). 


MUUIMEDI 


Leveled 

M-4: “When low price meets high 
performance and a wealth of fea¬ 
tures, our database flags an All-Star 
Winner” (December ‘95). 















Above system features QP5/SM-1 


QP5/133 SM 


$2049 


QP5/150 SM-1 


$2449 


QP5/100 M-2 


$1749 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB 64-bit PCI Accelerator w/IMB 

■ 15"MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28.8 Fax/Modem w/Voice Sail 8 Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Digitally Controlled Stereo Speakers 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/120 M-2.$1799 

QP5/133 M-2.$1949 

QP5/150 M-2.$1949 

QP5/166 M-2.$2999 


QP5/166 SM-2 


$2849 


The Quantex 


That’s 


Microsoft 

Windows'95 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium® processor 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB 9ms EIDE Mode 4 Hard Driv 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy D 

■ STBBpwt ‘ 

RAM(MP 

■ 15" MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28.8 Fax/Modem*wf\feice Mail & Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 


TO QP5/120 SM.$1999 

QP5/150 SM.$2149 

Pentium' 0P5/166SM $2299 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB EIDE Mode 4 flard Drivaafc *® 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB FbrrerGtsph 64 Video wi2MB EDO 

RAM (MPEG Playback Ready) 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28.8 Fax/Modem w/Vbice Mail & Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 


■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 


■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


0P5/120 SM-1.$2299 

QP5/133 SM-1.$2349 

QP5/166 SM-1.$2599 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB EIDE Mode 4 HardID riyfe » 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Diamond Sieolth64 PCI Video w/2MB VRAM 

■ 17" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ 28.8 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail & Speakerphone 

■ 8X EIDE Ultra-Fast CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 
w/ subwoofer 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/120 SM-2.$2599 

QP5/133 SM-2.$2649 

QP5/150 SM-2.$2749 






























Right For You 


QP5/120 M-3 


$1999 


■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 


■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB FbwerGnaph 64 Video w/ 2MB EDO 

■ 15"MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28.8 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail & Speakerphone 
m 8X EIDE Ultra-Fast CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/100 M-3.$1949 

QP5/133 M-3.$2049 

QP5/150 M-3.$2149 

QP5/166 M-3.$2299 


QP5/133 M-4 


i$2399 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium processor JH> 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.0GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB FbwetGraph 64 Video w/2MB EDO RAM 
(MPEG Playback Ready) 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

S3 28 8 Fax/Modem w,Voice Mail & Speakerphone 

* 8X EIDE Ultra-Fast CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 
w/Subwoofer 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/120 M-4.$2349 

QP5/150 M-4.$2499 

QP5/166 M-4.$2649 


QP6/20Q SM-2 

PENTIUM* PRO 


$3599 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ 32MB RAM 

■ 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

■ 2.5GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Diamond Stealth64 PCI Video w/2MB VRAM 

■ 17" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ 28.8 fax/modem w/voice mail & speakerphone 

■ 8X EIDE Ultra-Fast CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 
w/ subwoofer 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP6/150 SM-2.$3299 

QP6/180 SM-2.$3399 


QP6/200 WS-2 

pentiumTpro 


$5199 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ 32MB RAM 

■ 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

■ 4GB Fast Wide SCSI Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Adaptec 2940W PCI Wide SCSI Controller 
a Diamond Stealtb64 PCI w/4MB VRAM 

■ 21" ,28dp MAG 1600x1280 Monitor 

■ Toshiba 6.7X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■ MS Natural Keyboard 

■ Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3.51 


■ 3-Year Warranty* 

■ Upgrade to 64MB RAM for $600 more 


QP6/150 WS-2.$ 4799 

QP6/180 WS-2.$ 4949 




Family Software Bundle 


■ Novell PerfectHome: 

PerfectWorks; Memphis Math; Write With 
Grammatik; Clip Art for the Home; Clip Art 
Read With Me 1 8r 2; PerfectWorks for Kids 

■ Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 

■ Complete Reference Library (over to titles); 

■ A1 Unser Jr. Arcade Racing *¥ 

U USS Ticonderoga 

■ Animals II 

■ How Your Body Works 

■ Quicken Financial Manager-SE ,*■- 

■ Everywhere USA Travel Guide 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe f 

■ NetCmiser plus (Free lntemetAccessofover400hot 

■ Microsoft Internet Explorer 2.0 


Professional Software Bundle 


■ Novell PerfectOffice: 

WordPerfect 6.1; Quattro Pro 6.0; Envoy;,; fhfqCenJjg 
Presentations GroupWise 

■ Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 

■ Complete Reference 

■ SharkWare (The best way to manage your Contacts. Calendar)’ 

■ Quicken Financial Manager-SE 

■ Astound (#1 in Multimedia Presentations) 

■ Phone Disc Business '95 ‘ £> 

■ A1 Unser Jr. Arcade Racing 

■ USS Ticonderoga 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 

■ NetCruiser Pius (Free Internet Access of ove: 


Upgrade Specials 


■ Microsoft Natural Keyboard Add $39 

■ Panasonic KX-6100 Laser Printer Add $349 

■ Conner Tape Backup 850MB Add $149 

■ Conner Tape Backup 3.2GB Add $199 


■ 6.7X SCSI CD-ROM Drive to Panasonic Power Drive'...Add $199 


■ Sony 1.3GB Magneto Optical Drive.Add $1299 

■ Conner 8GB SCSI Tape Backup.Add $399 

■ Iomega Zip Drive.Add $179 



1 - 800 - 787-8686 

http://www.Quantex.com 


Quantex Microsystems, Inc. 

400B Pierce Street, Somerset, NJ 08873 

M Canada 

1-800-793-4167 


Puerto Rico 
1-800-793-4185 



















WINDOWS 95 


Jian and Allegro New Media More reviews on page 21 


LEGAL ASSISTANCE 


AgreementBuilder 3.0 


B No matter how trivial it seems, when you make an 
agreement with someone, it’s best to make it official 
with a signature. That’s the idea behind Jian’s Agree¬ 
mentBuilder 3.0. It’s not a stand-alone application 
but a collection of text documents: Just fill in the blanks to 
make those important contracts official. 

AgreementBuilder includes over 100 contracts, including 
Bill of Sale, Equipment Lease, Copyrighting, and Limited 
Partnership. AgreementBuilder is straightforward: All the 



notes and areas where you 
need to enter information 
are shown in color—as 
long as you’re using a com¬ 
patible word processor, 
such as Microsoft’s Word, 
Corel’s WordPerfect, or 
Lotus’s Word Pro. 

Although the software 
brags about “plain English 


3.0 

Pros: Creating contracts is 
child’s play. 

Cons: No online information 
onwhatyourcontractsand 
related terms mean. 

Verdict: AgreementBuilder 
covers only the basics for 
simple, low-cost contracts. 


$90 est street price 


Learn To Do Windows 95 


Learn ToDo 


B You finally mastered Windows 3.1, but now there’s an 
entirely new operating system on your PC. Where 
do you start? The Microsoft Windows 95 CD Tour 
barely scratches the surface, and searching the online 
help files every time you need guidance grows tiresome. 
Instead, spend a few bucks and check out Allegro New 
Media’s Learn To Do Windows 95 with John C. Dvorak. It 
promises to teach you the basics in two hours or less. 

Learn To Do Windows 95 is an interactive, multimedia 


Windows 95 with 
John C. Dvorak 

Pros: Highly interactive; 
covers all the bases. 

Cons: Needs more flow 
between lessons. 


Verdict: A great tool for 
mastering Windows 95. 



CD-ROM that features 
comprehensive lessons 
and tips for Windows 95. 

For Windows 3.1 users, a 
section called the Win¬ 
dows 3.1 Attic shows how 
to make the transition to 
Windows 95. 

The lessons and tips are 
accompanied by more 
than two hours’ worth of 
video and audio instruc¬ 
tions. You’ll also 'find ■ 

“Try Me” links to Win¬ 
dows 95 applets, to practice as you learn. And for those 
who hunger for more reference material, the complete 
text of The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Windows 95 and 


Using Windows 95 are included, and every lesson is 
linked to the appropriate sections of these books. 

The only oversight of Learn To Do Windows 95 is the 
lack of progressive flow between lessons. However, with its 
enjoyable and interactive multimedia, this CD is a great tool 
for mastering the new operating system, lulit bezuayehu 
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electronic help files to clear 
up the scarier terms. The manual includes a I 
and synopsis of what each contract is for, but v 

For complex and really important contracts, Agreement¬ 
Builder won’t replace a lawyer (the publisher recommends 
that you seek legal counsel). But while A 

feel obliged to charge so much for se 

































Our sincere 

APPRECIATION TO 
THOSE OTHER PROGRAMS 
FOR CONTINUING 
TO DELETE FILES THAT 
WERE NEVER MEANT 
TO BE DELETED. 


Only Uninstaller™ from MicroHelp gives 
you absolute peace of mind to safely clean-up 
your hard drive. With its exclusive SmartLinks™ 
technology, Uninstaller performs an intelligent series of scans on your hard drive until 
it thoroughly understands the inter-relationships of files and programs. Without this 
technology, even an experienced user may find it easy to accidentally 
remove a crucial file. 

And, as an added safety net, Uninstaller 
automatically compresses and backs-up everything 
it removes. So, as you clean off bits and pieces of 
old files, you can take comfort in being able to put 
things back exacdy as they were with the simple 
click of a button. 

Of course, with other deletion programs 
you can have the experience of getting rid 
of things you never meant to get rid of. 

Which may be good for us, but bad for you. 


COMBOIBLE Uninstaller Wor 


)th 16-bit and 32-bit app 


It's what you don't see on > 
Every application puts bits < 


1-800-922-3383 


Circle 104 on reader service card. 


Hey, everyone can use a little help. 








DELL DIMENSION DELL DIMENSION ' XPS Pro200 


Reliable PCs For 
High Performance 
Computing 


200MHz PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower Model 

* 64MB ramRIGHT™ Memory 
(128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

* 2.1GB Hard Drive [10.5ms, Mode 4] 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7" v.i.s.) 

* 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit4MB VRAM Max) 


★ 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS* Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows* 95 (N.F.I.) 

• Microsoft® Windows NT™ with 
1 Year Windows NT Support’/ 

MS Mouse 

* Upgrade to the Imagine 128-bit 
Graphics Accelerator with 
4MB VRAM for only $330 more. 

Business Lease 5 : $191/Mo. 

Order Code #500227 


The New 

200MHz Dell Dimension 
XPS Pro200 


"..THE PENTIUM 
PRO LEAVES THE f 
PENTIUM T J 

M THE DUST." 

™ Notice there's no asterisk 

to qualify that statement. 


-PC Computing, 3/96 



No ifs, ands, or buts. Just 
pure, unbridled speed. Period. 
That's the Dell Dimension XPS 



Pro200. The breathtakingly fast machine 
that prompted PC Computing to reach for 
oxygen as they remarked, "...it's the fastest 
Intel-based system we've ever seen-hands 
down." And in comparing the performance 
of this Pentium Pro to that of the Pentium, 
they said, "..exceptional - more than double 
that of the 133MHz Pentium." 

If you're a 32-bit power user, give us a 
call. We'll set you up with what they're 
calling the ultimate Pentium Pro system. 
Yqu know, the one with no asterisks. 


D0LL 


TO ORDER, CALL 



Dell's featured computer artist is Marco Marinucci of San Francisco, CA. 

PC Computing. March 1996 article reprinted with permission of PC Computing. ©Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Company, tfor a complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write Dell USA L.R, 
2214 W. Braker Lane, Building 3, Austin, IX 78758. ^Business leasing arranged by Leasing Group, Inc. 
♦Prices and specifications valid in the U.S. only and subject to change without notice. The Intel Inside 
logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and the Pentium Pro Processor logo is a trademark of Intel 
Corporation. MS. Microsoft, Windows and the Windows NT logo are registered trademarks and Windows 
NT is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation, ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation, All rights reserved. 


800 - 283-1450 

In Canada? call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pmCT • http://www.dell.com/ 

1 Keycode #02111 | 































“..the damnedest new program I’ve seen in years... ridiculously, insanely, 
disgustingly easy... this is, to coin a phrase, 

How Computers Ought to Work.” 


“Wow.” 


PCWEEK Sept. 25, '95 


“It’s simply the 
easiest-to-use, 
most productive 
presentation graphics 
package I’ve ever 
encountered.” 


PC Letter Oct. 1,'95 


“...a lickety-split 
route from ideas 
to polished 
presentation!’ 


Windows Magazine Nov.'95 


“Presentation 
software for the 
graphically 
challenged.” 

PC World Nov. '95 


Create a 
really slick 
presentation 
in the time 
it takes to 
tejyhis. 




Getting your point across has never 
been this easy or this lightning-fast! 

In fact, once you’ve got your hands on 
ASAP WordPower,™ you’ll soon be using 
it for more than just presentations. 

Create compelling handouts that 
crystallize your ideas. Enliven boring 
reports so they’ll actually get read! 

These are things you’ve always wanted 
to do, but you haven’t had the time or 
the patience. And now you don’t need 
time or patience. 

Give us a call at I 
800 336-8360. ask | 
for operator 211, 

and see for yourself ij ^ 

what all the excite- « 
ment is about. 

Cjy^SOFTWARE 

PUBLISHING 



PCWEEK Sept. 25, '95 


“...the fastest, 
easiest, most 
efficient product 
we have ever seen 
in this category... 
its sophisticated 
output, intelligent 
versatility, and 
unparalleled ease 
of use put it in a 
class by itself.” 


PC Magazine March 12, '96 


“It blows away the 
market leaders in 
the category 
when it comes to 
letting average, 
nonartistic 
business people 
turn out handsome 
slides quickly and 
without training. 
It basically 
automates the 
whole process.” 


The Wall Sheet Journal Sept. 21, '95 


Available for only $99 at CompUSA, EggHead, Computer City and other fine stores. 























The New 
Standard 
is Here 


One SCSI Drive 


Both 4X CD-ROM and Rewritable Optical 


It's the Phasewriter Dual " with PD technology 
from Toray and it transcends existing standards 
with more flexibility than any other optical drive. 
Phasewriter Dual reads CD-ROMs at quad speed 
and reads or writes to optical disks at a blistering 
.87 MBytes/second transfer rate. Just drop a 
CD-ROM into our new Phasewriter Dual or 
switch to a 650 MByte single-sided rewritable 
disk for portable data exchange. The Phasewriter 
Dual is setting new standards with higher 
capacity and CD-ROM compatibility at a much 
lower cost. 

And it's Fast, Fast, Fast! 

Plug this drive into any platform hardware or 
network and you're ready to go. 


The single front loading tray holds CD-ROMs or 
Toray's CD-size rewritable optical (PD)disks. 
Because it is a SCSI drive, the software identifies 
and mounts either media automatically. 

For information on drives, media or the retailer 
nearest you, call 1-800-TORAY-PD. 


PHAHWKITERI 


by 

'TORAY' 


email: info@toray.com Internet: http://www.toray.com 

©1995 Toray Marketing & Sales (America), Inc. 










Take client/server where it’s never been before with Sybase® SQL Anywhere™ 
It’s a powerful SQL database with the convenience of remote data replication. So you can 
have the same information on your computer that's on your server—no matter where you 
happen to be. It’s easy to use and administer. Which is important in workgroups and remote 
sites. And at just 1MB, SQL Anywhere fits on the smallest machines. Yet ^ SYBASE” 
scales seamlessly up to the enterprise. Even when you’re nowhere near it. The Architecture for Change- 



The powerful new version of Watcom" SQL. 
net and seminar information: 1-800-8-SYBASE ext. 23206 or http://www.sybase.com 
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Call today for prodi 














Quarterdeck and Rand McNally More reviews onpage2i6 


WINDOWS UTILITY 


1AfinProbe4 

■ Since Windows 95 makes it so easy to get a PC run¬ 
ning, what’s a computer nerd to do? Install Quar¬ 
terdeck’s WinProbe 4, for starters. If you want total 
control over your PC’s hardware and software, and 
if you miss mainframe consoles filled with more blinking 
lights than the bridge of the USS Enterprise, this is the sys¬ 
tem diagnostics utility for you. 

WinProbe’s most impressive (and daunting) feature is its 
Status Panel, which gives you information at a glance on 



dozens of aspects of system P roS: Provides detailed 

performance, including system information and 

memory and hard drive diagnostics, 

usage, system resources, Cons: The status panel is 

tasks running, device driv- nearly inscrutable; the 

ers and hardware installed, Program is best suited for 
and CMOS settings. Exten- Windows 3.1 users, 
sive diagnostic features help Verdict: Tells all you need to 

you pinpoint problems and know about your system, 
optimize performance by, $50 est. street price 

for example, freeing up Quarterdeck Corp. 

r , ,• ■ • r (800) 683-6696, [310) 309-3700 

memory and eliminating Reader Service No. s 43 

interrupt conflicts. 

But the status panel is 

complicated and can be intimidating to all but the most 
experienced PC users. And WinProbe lacks context-sen¬ 
sitive help, which doesn’t make it any easier. In many 
cases, the diagnostic and optimization routines suggest 
changes but don’t tell you how to perform them. 

WinProbe 4 is a 16-bit utility that will be most useful to 
Windows 3.1 users, but its features are relevant to Windows 
95 users as well. Version 5, due out later this year, will be 
optimized for Windows 95. DYLAN TWENEY 


StreetFinder 1996 


H Hate getting lost? Too cool to ask for directions? 
Then plot your course in advance with Rand McNal¬ 
ly’s StreetFinder 1996, which covers all the streets in 
every U.S. state except Alaska. 

StreetFinder packs more than 6 million street miles onto 
two CD-ROMs. You can locate any urban or rural address 
instantly and plot its location on a detailed, up-to-date Rand 
McNally map. Not sure of a particular address? You can 



also search for intersec¬ 
tions, cities, zip codes, and 
even telephone area codes. 

You’ll find thousands of 
attractions mapped on 
StreetFinder, including 
hotels, restaurants, muse¬ 
ums, and historical sites. But 
if you’re planning a family 
vacation or road trip, Rand 
McNally’s TripMaker 1996 
is a more powerful program 
(see “TripMaker 1996 Edi¬ 
tion,” December 1995, page 
254); StreetFinder is better for locating addresses. The two 
products work in tandem, but, unfortunately, are sold sepa¬ 
rately rather than as a low-cost suite. 

Unless you have a multimedia laptop in your car, you’ll 
have to find your destination on StreetFinder first, then 
print the map to take with you. This is fine if you can plan 
all of your travels in advance, but what if you need map 
access while driving? That’s where traditional, glove-box 
road maps have StreetFinder beat. RICH Schwerin 


StreetFinder 1996 

Pros: Unlessyou live in 
Alaska, StreetFinder maps 
every U.S. street you’ve ever 
tried to find. 

Cons: Better plan ahead, 
unless you have a CD-ROM 
drive inyourcar. 

Verdict: Comprehensive 
and easy-to-use street maps. 

$49 est. street price 
Rand McNally 
(800) 671-5006 
Reader Service No. 844 


MAY 1996 
































DIAMONDS AT 
RHINESTONE PRICES. 

Why choose some unknown networking 
company when for the same price, you can 
get the real thing? Choose from the full line 
of Xircom CreditCard adapters and 
modems at prices you’d expect of 
winM95 a...shall we say, lesser brand. 

CreditCard Modem 28.8, CreditCard Ethernet+Modem II (10BT), CreditCard Netwave Adapter, CreditCard Token Ring Adapter lips and CreditCard Ethernet+Modem 28.8 (10BT). ©1996 Xircom, Inc. Xircom Is a registered 
trademark of Xircom, Inc. CreditCard Ethernet Adapter lips, CreditCard Modem 28.8, CreditCard Ethernet+Modem II, CreditCard Netwave Adapter, CreditCard Token Ring Adapter lips and CreditCard Ethernet+Modem 28.8 
are trademarks of Xircom, Inc. All other brand names or marks are used for identification purposes and are trademarks of their respective owners. Xircom U.S. Headquarters: 805-376-9300. Xircom Asia: (65) 323-1511. Xircom 
Europe NV: +32/(0)3 450.08.11. 


You’ll save money without surrendering 
such luxuries as our reputation for reliability, 
our mania for worldwide service and support, 
or a substantial discount when you upgrade 
to a new Xircom solution. 

Why not talk to your favorite reseller, or 


call us at 1-800-438-4526, ext. 65J. You can 
also visit us at: www.xircom.com. And then 
find some diamonds in your own backyard. 

Xircom 

The Mobile Networking Experts. 
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Microfield Graphics, Inc. 
9825 SW Sunshine Court 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
503-626-9393, Fax 503-641-9333 
e-mail: sb_info@mfg.com 


iraphte, Inc. All rights reserved. SoftBoard and Microfield Crap 
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call 1-800-334-4922 today. 


Imagine the project where 
you all have the same vision, 
the same objectives, and the 
same notes. 


SoftBoard model 201 using 
SBRemote conferencing software 


SoftBoard® only looks and feels like an ordinary whiteboard. 
Whatever you create on a SoftBoard appears instantly on your I 
Windows™-based PC or Mac®. Once it's there, you can save it, 1 
print it, cut and paste it, e-mail it, fax it, even network it to 
multiple sites. Use SoftBoard in collaborative discussions and a 
brain-storming sessions. You can share information, create new I 
ideas and keep records without tedious transcribing. 

From personal to conference room sizes, wall or cubicle mount, I 
table top, or mobile, there's a SoftBoard to fit your needs: model I 
201, a full-size wall mounted version; model 203, integrated 
with a rolling stand; and model 205, a personal size version for ] 
your office wall, table top, or cubicle.' 


For our brochure and information on all our SoftBoard models 


























Think Your System is Optimized? 
Think Again. 


Or better yet let Qualitas do the thinking for you. 
New Qualitas MAX 8 for Windows 95, Windows 
3. lx and DOS optimizes your system the way 
other RAM programs can’t. It safely manages 
system resources to your best advantage and 
maximizes Windows RAM, without any complica- 

Easily Beat Windows Memory Problems 

Windows requires low DOS memory for every 
single application. Even with systems with 
large amounts of RAM. So while you may have 
plenty of total memory available, you still get 
“insufficient system resources” errors. 

By making Windows use extended memory 
instead of low DOS, new Go Ahead technology 
lets you open more Windows applications at once. 
As a result, for the first time, you can fully use 
Windows OLE. 

Together with Qualitas’ updated, award¬ 
winning 386MAX features, you get the maximum 
possible amount of memory for both Windows and 
DOS applications running in Windows. So you 
can run all your memory-hungry programs like 
today’s hottest CD-ROM games, Norton Utilities, 
Internet software, and PC Tools. 



Take Your Performance to the MAX 

No more “Out of Memory” messages. No more 
guesswork in optimizing your Windows configuration. Just greater 
memory power and increased performance for Windows 95, 3. lx, 
and DOS. 

With full Plug ’n Play support, convenient toolbar display of 
system resources and smooth Windows installation and setup, 
Qualitas MAX 8 is the total solution for all of your current and 
future Windows needs. 

See your local dealer or call direct today. 

1-800-733-1377 


Qualitas 


Available at: CompUSA • Computer City • Best Buy • 


All company and product n, 
© 1995 Qualitas, Inc. Qual 
|tttp*y/www.qualitas.coin 


The Intelligent 
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Smart new Visio 4.0 is designed 
to win praise from you. 


■ fMH 

eb 

100 


Last year, Visio 3.0 won praise 
from the experts. 


TO FIND THE BEST FLOWCHARTER, 
LET THE EXPERTS POINT YOU 
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 


Given the great reception we received last year, 
we knew Visio 3.0 would be a tough act to follow. So 
we set out to make our newest version smarter and 
more efficient than even the experts could imagine. 

INTRODUCING VISIO 4.0- 
WIZARDS DO THE WORK, 

YOU TAKE THE CREDIT. 

We began by adding smart 
new wizards to our award winning 
software. 

Now creating organizational 
charts and timelines is so easy— 
it’s automatic. Simply start a 
wizard, import your data, and 
select formatting options. In 
seconds, your diagram appears 
before your eyes and can be 
edited and shared company-wide. 

And, the new Page Layout Wizard 
gives you a head start on Visio diagrams. 

THE ONE SOLUTION FOR ALL 
YOUR DIAGRAMMING NEEDS. 

You’ll find Visio 4.0 is the 
only program you’ll need to 
create flowcharts, block 
diagrams, marketing charts, 
office layouts—you name it. 


It even has a Flowchart Converter, making it a 
snap to convert your ABC flowcharts and CorelFLOW 
drawings into smart Visio diagrams. Plus, it’s 
designed to fully exploit both Windows 3.1 and 
Windows 95—all in one box. 

MAKE YOUR DIAGRAMS MORE 
MEANINGFUL THAN EVER. 

Visio 4.0’s new Custom 
Properties feature allows you 
to add data behind your shapes. 
So, for example, in process 
flows you can see how efficient 
process paths are at a glance. 
And, because Visio works 
with the programs you work 
in, you can export the data to 
Excel for further analyzing. 
Visio 4.0 also comes with 
a 60-day money-back 
guarantee. So you have nothing to lose. To order 
Visio 4.0 for just $149—or upgrade for $79— 
contact your local reseller or call 800-24-VISIO 
ext. C32 today. Since you get 
Visio for both Windows 3.1 
and Windows 95, it’s the 
smartest move you can make. 
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CDMaster from Tfirtle Beach is 
internal 2X record/4X play CD drive that lets 
you master your own CD’s, right on your desk¬ 
top. Everything you need to master Compact Discs, 
create backups and produce copies for distribution 
is right in the box — CD recordable drive, SCSI-2 
controller, software... even five blank CD’s to 
get you started. 

Master your own Multimedia. Create dazzling 
catalogs on CD, sizzling interactive presentations, 
full-motion video, just about anything recordable 
in digital format. 

Master your own Audio. Use CDMaster and your 
sound card to create your own real or MIDI-instru- 
ment tracks. Or compile more than a full hour of your 
favorite commercial music — either way, the finished 
recording plays on any CD player. 


Master your own 
Photo CD's. 

Convert snapshots to 
Photo CD format 
(software included) 
and store them 
virtually forever. 

Master your Backups. Store important records, 
backup files, create archives, or just free up pre¬ 
cious disk space... quickly, easily, permanently. 

At just $9-95 per blank CD*, it’s unlimited storage 
{ capacity at less than two cents per megabyte. 

\ CDMaster makes it all possible. And, at less 
W than $900* for the complete package, down¬ 
right affordable, too. Contact your local 
retailer and get ready to create your own 
generation of CDMaster pieces. 


li^Cach. 


Turtle Beach Systems 5690 Stewart Avenue • Fremont, California 94538 • Tel: 1:800:884:0190 *msrp 
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COMPUTER CITY 
1-800-THE CITY 


FRY’S 

1-415-496-6000 


COMPUSA 

1-800-266-7872 


BEST BUY 
1-612-947-7000 


FUTURE SHOPS 
1-800-663-2275 











WINDOWS 95 


Adams Media and Solid Oak Software More, 



JOB HUNTING 

Adams Resumes 

B Conventional wisdom says it takes 6 months and 
100 resumes per week to find a new job after being 
laid off. That’s 2,400 resumes, the same number of 
customized cover letters, and a ton of work. Adams 
Resumes & Cover Letters helps you cut back on effort 
but still stay hot on the job trail. 

With the FastResume and FastLetter components, you 
can create customized resumes and cover letters in a matter 
of minutes. Simply type in your career and education 



INTERNET ACCESS 


details, sit back, and let the 
software do the rest. 

You’ll find a menu of 
suggestions that keeps the 
ideas flowing each step of 
the way. If you get stuck, 
instructive tutorials walk 
you through the entire job- 
application process, offer¬ 
ing advice on everything 
from tracking down con¬ 
tacts to avoiding interview 
gaffes. Of course, the soft¬ 
ware includes hundreds of 
sample resumes and cover 

letters, all of which you can adapt to suit your needs. 

Adams Resumes & Cover Letters also includes an address 
book and diary—a nice touch that makes it easy to keep in 
touch with your contacts. Got a fax modem and Windows 
95? Send your resume without ever leaving the package. 
You can also receive free access to the Adams JobBank 
Online database, which includes a career center and listings 
of more than 2,000 current openings. leander kahney 


Cover Letters 

Pros: Makes it easy to craft 
custom cover letters and 
resumes. 

Cons: Much of the job advice 
is too conservative. 

Verdict: For jump-starting 
the job-search process, it's 
money well spent. 

$30 est. street price 
Adams Media Corp. 

(800) 872-5627, (617) 767-8100 
Reader Service No. 84s 


CyberSitter 2.0 


I It’s three o’clock in the afternoon on the Web—do 
you know where your kids are surfing? With Solid 
Oak Software’s CyberSitter 2.0, you can find out 
which sites they’re visiting and decide where you don’t 
want them to go when you can’t supervise them. 

CyberSitter runs unobtrusively in the background during 
online sessions, and monitors and limits children’s access to 
objectionable material on the Internet. You can set it up in 
order to block access to sites or simply alert you when your 



kids try to visit certain sites. 

CyberSitter comes with 
a predefined list of Web 
sites, newsgroups, chat 
areas, and catchwords that 
might not be suitable for 
children. You can also cre¬ 
ate a custom list of sites 
that you don’t want your 
children to visit. 

If CyberSitter senses 
someone trying to visit a 
restricted site or news- 
group, it blocks the system 

from going to that location. You can even set up Cyber¬ 
Sitter to maintain a history of all the sites you or your kids 
have visited. A password-protection feature lets you cus¬ 
tomize your blocking options and makes it impossible for 
even the most precocious children to deactivate or defeat. 

Although it’s no substitute for surfing with your chil¬ 
dren, CyberSitter 2.0 is a great tool for parents. It’s the 
best way to keep tabs on your kids’ online time when you 
can’t be there yourself. LULIT bezuayehu 

MAY 1996 


CyberSitter 2.0 

Pros: Easy to install and 
run; lets you customize 
password-protected lists of 
objectionable Internet sites. 
Cons: Documentation is 
short on how-to information. 
Verdict: The perfect baby¬ 
sitter for your kids when they 
venture into cyberspace. 

$40 est. street price 
Solid Oak Software 
(800) 388-2761, (805) 892-2550 
Reader Service No. 846 
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1.44-MB Floppy Drive 



Nobody balances power with afford- 
Kl^l J ^ ability better than ALR. For proof, just 
V look at 1116 10 °- MHz ALR OPTIMA 

nJ-., MT bundle. Powered by a 100-MHz 

pentium Pentium processor, it’s loaded with all 
the extras that serious business users 
want in a ready-to-run PC. Extras like integrated 64- 
bit PCI graphics, a fast CD-ROM drive, and a chassis 
that’s large enough to handle the I/O and storage 
demands of today’s more sophisticated business applica¬ 
tions. Its size and performance make it an ideal small 
business PC, while its built-in power management and 
security features also make it an outstanding corporate 
workstation. And talk about value... just check out that sug- 


OPTIMA series. Boasting a variety of chassis styles and 
speeds up to 150-MHz, the ALR OPTIMA series has the 
system you want, and the power you need, at a price you 

And whichever ALR OPTIMA you 
choose, you’ll receive the quality and 
reliability that you’ve come to expect 
from ALR’s award-winning systems. 

Quality that’s backed by a 5 Year/36 
Month Limited Warranty and industry leading service 
and support. 

So you see, there’s no trick to balancing computing 
power with a limited budget once you decide to optimize 
your business. To find out how, call our toll free number. 

1-800-444-4ALR (ref# 5209) 




5 Year/36 Month Warranty with 
first year of On-Site Service Free* 

$1599 


It’s the same balance of 
performance and afford¬ 
ability that you’ll find 
throughout the ALR 



ALR 

Advanced Logic Research, Inc. 


Circle 196 on reader service card. 














A Great 


. ns 

r 

u 



Review is 
Worth 
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No marketing tool has more impact than a 
great product review in PC Computing. 
Buyers know they can base buying decisions 
on PC Computing reviews because our labs, 
writers and editors can be trusted to be 
thorough, fair and impartial in their testing 
and reporting. Get the most value out of your 
review with reprints. Hand them out at a 
trade show. Send them to your mailing list. 
Provide them to distributors. Add them to a 
press release or a mailing to your stock¬ 
holders. Ziff-Davis reprints make it simple 
and affordable. And if you customize your 
reprint the value increases even more. Call 
Ziff-Davis Reprints at 800-825-4237. 
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The Vision 



BJEVING 


AUSTIN'S INTEGRATED PRODUCT SOLUTION 


Austin’s Global Reach: 

The World According to IPC 

Austin is a division of IPC 
Technologies. When you call Austin, 
you’re tapping into the many 
benefits of a diversified global 
organization with interests in 
multimedia, notebook PCs, 
desktop systems, and departmental 
servers. As your company’s needs 
expand and evolve, you can rely on 
Austin and IPC Technologies 
to deliver an 



computing 

solution. 



Austin Builds 
Confidence 

With the pressing demands of business today, 
you need a competitive PC company like 
Austin to deliver advanced computing capabil¬ 
ity at a reasonable price. Austin stands behind 
its integrated product line — notebooks, 
desktops, and servers — with thirteen years' 
comprehensive experience in the PC industry. 


Austin’s Family of Products 

• Austin Edge Series notebook Systems: 
Indudes Intel’s 430MX m Chipset and 
support for CD-ROM 

• Austin Power System Desktops: 

Our profile for successfeatures 
Pentium tedmbgy and custom 
configuration options 

• Austin Affinity Servers: 

Quad Pentium’ Pro processors with 
12 hot-swap drive bays and enhanced 
cooling for greater reliability 


An Award-Winning Record 

While our customers keep calling back for 
impressive PC value, the industry press takes 
notice of Austin as well, bestowing a series 
of awards that include the PC Magazine 
Editors'Choice and PC World's Best Buy. 

We've developed an impressive value equation 
for reliable systems that incorporate Tier-One 
technology, the highest-quality components 
available, and an array of support services that 
create a comprehensive business solution 


AUSTIN 


Driven to Perfection! 
TO ORDER CALL: 


800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
http://www.austindirect.com/ 


Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 



















Notebook Solutions 


A SIGHT FOR 


THE BIG SCREEN STORY OF A MOBILE TITAN 



Austin Edge CD Notebook 
Standard Features: 

Intel 430MX PCI Bus 
Internal 3.5 ” Removable Diskette Drive, 
(Swappable w/ 2nd Battery or 4X CD-ROM) 
32-Bit Local Bus Fast IDE 
256KPipdine Burst 12 Cache 
16-Bit Stereo Business Audio 
Built-in Microphone, Speaker & 
External Jacksfor Lme-In/Lme-Out 
lithium Ion Battery 
Thud) Pad Mouse 
Weight with Battery: 6.8 lbs. 
Wm ‘95 Plug n'Play BIOS 
Windows" 95 Pre-Installed 


$3,535 



Austin Edge XP Notebook 
Standard Features: 

Intel 430MX PQ Bus 
16-Bit Stereo Business Audio 
Built-in Microphone, tyeaker & 
External Jacks for Lme-In/Une-Out 
Integrated Pointing Stick Mouse 
NiMH Battery (Second Battery Optional) 
Weight with Battery: 5.5 lbs. 
Wm 95 Plug n’Play BIOS 
Windows 95 Pre-Installed 


It's a IMew Story 
of Portable Power 

The name says it all. The Edge The Austin 
Edge. As soon as you watch it perform, 
you'll know this notebook gives you The 
Competitive Edge. It builds the foundation of 
its performance package on the Intel 430MX 
Chipset and includes high-end features like 
256KB Pipeline Burst L2 Cache. 

Prices Low, Value High 

The Edge comes in an impressive package, 
weighing just 6.8 lbs with the CD-ROM and 
battery. It's covered by a money-back guaran¬ 
tee and a one-year parts and labor warranty. 
Call Austin, and travel with confidence. 


Austin Edge XP-90 

90MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
10.4" DSm Color Display 
16MB RAM (expandable to 24MB) 

810MB Hard Drive (Fast IDE Interface) 
32-Bit PCI Video-1MB 
Internal 3-5" Diskette Drive 
(Removable for optional second battery) 


Business Lease: $101 /month 

$2,633 



pentium; 



Driven to Perfection! 
TO ORDER CALL: 


800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
http://www.austindirect.com/ 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 























Desktop Solutions 


DEMAHDAUS 
FOR A BETTE 


AUSTIN POWER PERFORMERS 


Austin Power System 
Standard Features: 

75-, 100-, or 133 MHz 
Intel Pentium Processor 
256KL2 Cache 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
Desktop or Mini-lbwer Chassis 
Win ‘95 Keyboard & MS Mouse 





64-Bit PO Video Accelerator - 1MB 
15" .28mm N1SVGA Monitor 
Business Lease: $58 / month 

$1,499 

133MHz processor - add $125 


Award-Winning 
Desktop Power 


Austin PowerPLUS System 
Standard Features: 

100-, 133; 150- or 166 MHz 
Intel Pentium Processor 
256to 512KB L2 Pipeline Burst Cache 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
Desktop or Mini-lbwer Chassis 
Win 95 Keyboard & MS Mouse 
Energy-Star Compliant 
Windows 95 Pre-Installed 


With the Power System 100, Austin com¬ 
bines Pentium performance and incredible 
value. And PowerPLUS systems come with 
a host of features, including a choice of 
processors ranging from 100- to 166 MHz 
and 256KB L2 Write-Back Cache, as well as 
RAM capability up to 128MB. 


Call l\low for Fast Delivery 

We have systems ready to ship, and we offer 
almost endless configuration options, with 
software and peripherals that will make your 
Austin computer the ideal working partner. 


Austin PowerPLUS-133 

16MB EDO RAM (etyandable to 128MB) 
256KB12 Pipeline Burst Cache 
1.2GB Enhanced IDE Hard Drive 
64-Bit PCI Video, MPEG, 2MB EDO RAM 
6KIDE CD-ROM Drive 
15" .28mm NISVGA Monitor 
16-Bit Audio, 40WStereo Speakers 
Business Lease: $88 / month 

$2,299 

166MHzprocessor - add $250 



pentium; 


AUSTIN ONLINE OFFERS 


Connect with the Austin Direct home page and 
you'll find a complete catalog of Austin systems 
as well as hundreds of peripherals and software 
packages. With a few clicks, you'll access special 
offers on Austin systems as well as the latest info 
on new PC technology, support services, and 
product updates. 

http://www.austindirect. com/ 


©19% IPC Technologies, Inc. All rights reserved. Intel, the Intel Inside logo, J 
osoft and Windows are registered trademarks of Microsoft in theU.S. andott 

Call for specific details. Actual config 

Business Lease term 
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Server Solutions 



Austin Affinity XR Server 
Standard Features: 

256K12 Cache 
Adaptec 2940WDrive Controller 
4X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
16 Bit ISA Video 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
lOBase-TPCINetwork Adapter 
3 ISA, 3 PCI Expansion Slots 
Ibwer Chassis (2&'Hx 10" Wx25.5"D) 
300WPower Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & Labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 


Affinity XR-133 

120MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
16MB RAM - Expandable to 512MB 


Hard Drive - Expandable to 12GB 
Business Lease: $146/month 

$3,995 


: Austin Affinity XE-150 

kjfl 150MHz Dual Pentium Processor 
64MB RAM - Expandable to 512MB 
i 3 2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide 
if SCA Hard Drives Expandable to 24GB 
Business Lease: $424 /month 


« SYSTEMS 
BK PICTURE 

AUSTIN DEPARTMENTAL SERVERS 


, 


Austin XE Pro $11,995 


Austin Affinity XE and XE Pro 
Standard Features: 

512KL2 Cache 
Mylex PCI RAID Controller 
4X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
16-Bit ISA Video 
100Base-T PCI Network Adapter 
Affinity XE: 6 EISA, 4 PCI Expansion Sbts 
Affinity XE Pm: 4 EISA, 6 PCI Expansion Slots 
Ibwer Chassis (26'Hx 10" Wx25.5”D) 
500WPower Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 
Mylex Array Management Software and 
Austin’s Novell NetWare Pre-Installed 



Serves Up More Power 

Expect more performance from an Austin 
Affinity XE Pro server, with quad ISO-, 180-, 
or 200MHz Pentium Pro Processors. The 
Affinity provides a powerful, reliable server 
for your department's database or application 
server. And as your organization grows, you 
can upgrade the expandable Affinity server 
to accommodate all your increased demands. 

An Affinity for Success 

Austin gives you a choice in the Affinity server 
line, with the Austin Affinity XR, the Affinity 
XE, and the Affinity XE Pro. For maximum 
flexibility, the Affinity chassis is designed with’ 
up to 12 hot-swappable 2GB, 7200RPM 
hard drives and an enhanced, nine-fan 
cooling system. Each Affinity server offers 
easy access to internal 
components and comes 
complete with advanced 
server management 
software 

PENTIUM.PRO 



Austin Affinity XE-Pro 

180MHz Dual Pentium Processor 


128MB RAM - Expandable to 1GB 
5-2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
Hard Drive - Expandable to 24GB 
Business Lease: $694 / month 

$19,995 

Maximize Affinity XE reliability with hot-swap 
redundant power supply upgrade- $995 



Driven to Perfection! 
TO ORDER CALL: 


800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
http://www.austindirect.com/ 


Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 




















Version 8 for Windows 3.1 or Windows 95 


Share your designs with other programs 
using the Windows clipboard, 

OLE-2, and file ^ -ggWgHgl 

compatibility 

with DWG, DXF, dUsS 

IGES, BMP, WMF, 
and other file formats. 






Call, Mail, or Fax your order to: 

One American Way, 

Pryor, OK 74361 

800/233-3223 

918/825-7555 
fax 918/825-6359 
www.ViaGrafix.com 


DesignCAD Office 95 


(also available for Windows 3.1) 


The complete CAD solution. Eight great programs individually would cost 
over $1,900. Your price for DesignCAD Office is only $995. 

DesignCAD 3D for Windows 95 
DesignCAD 2D for Windows 95 - Powerful, easy-to-use drafting package. 
DesignCAD 3D Symbol Library - 700+ symbols in true 3D! 

DesignCAD 2D Symbol Library - 7000+ architectural and industrial symbols. 
ScanPRO - Convert Scanned images into DesignCAD. 

Instant Estimator - Automatically calculate costs of a project. 

Instructional Videos - Video tutorials for DesignCAD 2D and 3D 


$995 

Competitive 
Upgrade $595 


Introductory offer 

Only $299! 

Normally $499QQ 


Use solid modeling features 
such as the subtraction of 
one solid from another and 
interference checking. 


More than 500 2D symbols and 
250 3D symbols included free! 


DesignCAD 3D for Windows 95 
fully supports long file names, 
Microsoft Mail, drag and drop, 
and full 32-bit support. 


Produce professional 
results with smooth 
shading and 3D animation. 


:l 


More than 30 realistic materials are 1 
included to make your designs come 
to life with the look of brass, wood, 
marble, and more! 


DesignCAD is easy to customize 
- with the Microsoft Visual Basic 
interface, macros and customizable 
menus at 


The 2D drawing mode allows 
easy designing of floor plans 
and shop drawings. 


New DWG file compatibility 
for AutoCAD file transfer. 
Full Windows 95 Support 
True 3D CAD with Solid 
Modeling 
Realistic Shading 
3-D Animation 
Free Technical Support 


Easily label your designs 
I with 3D dimensions and 
f 3D text. 


Circle 103 on reader service card. 
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how many potential customers are hidden in the area. 


Which neighborhoods have the lowest crime rate. 


A clearly better route for your delivery trucks. 


And why billboard advertising makes sense here. 


Pick any point on the globe and we’ll help you see it in countless new ways. 
It’s Desktop Mapping, from Maplnfo® Unleashing the power of geography to 
give you an entirely new view of your data. Combining the information in your 
databases with other complementary data sources and maps. To show you 
patterns and relationships from a startlingly fresh angle. Companies everywhere 
are already reaping the rewards of Desktop Mapping, helping make Maplnfo 
the worldwide industry leader. And because of this leadership, Microsoft chose 
Maplnfo to be their Desktop Mapping partner in Microsoft ® Office for 
Windows ® 95. Only Maplnfo offers such a wide range of Desktop Mapping solutions. 
From easy-to-use, economical products for individuals, to broad-based client 
server and data warehousing solutions. Plus access to data worldwide. In short, 
there’s simply no end to the ways we can help you unleash the power of geography. 



Call now for our 
free demo disk or 
CD-ROM. Or E-mail 


us at inquiry@mapinfo.com. We’ll also 
direct you to the Maplnfo reseller 
nearest you. And be sure to visit our 
Web site at http://www.mapinfo.com. 


1 - 800 - 327-8627 



Federal Sales 1-800-619-2333. Outside US 1-518-285-6000. Maplnfo runs on Windows ™ Macintosh • Power Macintosh: 
Sun® and HP.® Maplnfo and the Maplnfo logo are registered trademarks ofMablnfo Corporation. Microsoft is a registered trade¬ 
mark of Microsoft Corporation. All other minks, trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of fair respective holders. 

Circle 148 on reader service card. 
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Simply 

Sensational. 



What would you call a multimedia monitor series with the best price/performance ratio in the 
industry? What if it included a 17-inch (15.9-inch viewable diagonal) model with powerful, 
high-quality integrated speakers, a crisp .28mm dot pitch, OSD digital controls, and the lowest 
price around? 

We call it our Visual Sensations ™ Series. The most feature-sensible, cost-effective monitor 
family available. 

Call today for more information. Once you see our Visual Sensations Series, you’ll agree 
it’s simply sensational. 

For full ijwduct information check out our web site at httpJAvww.kdmsa.com, 

For faxed documents, call our Fax Back service at (800) 551-2589. 









WINDOWS 95 


3M and CyberMedia Moreon Pag e22s 




PERSONAL INFORMATION UTILITY 



Post-it Software Notes 


Post-it Software 


B Are the edges of your monitor covered with yellow 
Post-it notes? 3M’s Post-it Software Notes delivers 
the same jot-it-down convenience as the paper 
reminders, but stashes them electronically so it’s 
easier to organize them. 

The premise of the software is familiar: A small pad sits 
on your screen. When you need to write down something, 
click on the pad and a “sticky” note pops onto your 
screen. You can shrink the note onscreen or drag it onto 


the software’s memo Notes 

board. It’s also completely Pros: Creates P a P erless 

customizable, letting you ^ notesthatsu PP ort 

save notes either on your a,arm „ s - e - mail ’ and 

desktop or on the soft- searc m ®' 

ware’s own corkboard. The Cons: Still not as fast as 

program also lets you paper Post-its. 

attach alarms to notes and Verdict: A simple way to jot 

search for words in the text. down notes electronically. 

If you’re using Micro- $20 est. street price 

soft’s Exchange or Mail, or 
Lotus’s cc:Mail, you can 
even send notes as e-mail. * 

In addition, you can export 
notes into plain-text files. 

One shortcoming: Post-it Software Notes ignores a 
few Windows interface standards. Clicking on the upper- 
right corner of a note, for example, doesn’t close the 
note—it opens a File menu. 

Minor quirks aside, Post-it Software Notes is a useful lit¬ 
tle utility. With its added organizational, alarm, and e-mail 
capabilities, it’s a fine low-priced alternative to the paper 
Post-it notes on your monitor. jack lyon 


SYSTEM UTILITY 

First Aid 95 

8 You’re helpless: Your computer locks up, a critical 
application won’t launch, or your document won’t 
print. CyberMedia’s First Aid 95 is designed to fix 
annoying Windows problems ranging from poor 
system performance to total lockups. 

Working with First Aid 95 seems easy—at first. The inter¬ 
face is well designed, and you’ll find every option right at 
your fingertips. To stump First Aid, we loaded up a system to 



test the program’s features, 
including Fix Applications, 

Fix Online/Network, Clean 
Windows, Trim Applica¬ 
tions, and Tune Up PC. 

Right off the bat we were 
disappointed. We expected 
First Aid to scan our system 
and know what applications 
we had installed. It didn’t. 

Instead, we had to select our 
applications from a fist. Our 
test system suffered a nasty 
case of cross-linked files 
that affected two applications. But First Aid didn’t discover 
any problems when we ran the Fix Applications module. 

When we tried fixing online and network configurations, 
First Aid reported that no modem driver was installed. But 
in fact, the internal 28.8Kbps modem was working 
perfectly. Clean Windows reported three problems, but 
First Aid was unable to fix them automatically. 

If your system needs tweaking, look elsewhere. We can’t 
guarantee First Aid 95 will rescue you. adam meyerson 


First Aid 95 

Pros: TheTrim Applications 
feature frees up megabytes of 
valuable disk space. 

Cons: Unable to find or fix 
many common problems. 
Verdict: A good-looking 
program that lacks useful 
substance. 

$50 est. street price 
CyberMedia 

[800] 721-7824, [310] 581-4700 
Reader Service No. 8fi 
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With today's operating systems and applications, you c: 
You know it. So does Western Digital. That's why we m 
2.5 GB drive from the company that makes the world's i 


l't afford to choose between quality and quantity. You need both. 
m offer 2.1 GB and 2.5 GB hard drives. That's right. A 2.1 GB and a 
ost recommended hard drives. 


Western Digital didn't have to sacrifice performance to break the 2 GB barrier. These new 
hard drives offer 5,200 RPM spindle speed and sub 12-millisecond seek times. And, of course, 
Western Digital's award-winning quality and reliability. 

2.1 GB and 2.5 GB hard drives. We've got them. You're going to need them. Because 
if you think today's applications eat up storage, wait till you see tomorrow's. 


Phone: 1-800-832-4778 Internet: http://www.wdc.com/ DocuFAX: 714-932-4300 


I a Start] 


" Windows'* > 


The world's Most 
recommended [~ 
Hard Drive j 


S2E WESTERN DIGITAL 


























































The best personal 
projector ever. 


h. 


Exclusively from Boxlight. 


The Revolution.Thousands 


of dollars less than other 


projectors, yet better. Mac, 


PC, SVGA,VGA compatible. 


8"x 6"x 13" and only 10.9 lbs. 


True 800 x 600 pixels. Very 


bright, 200-300ANSI lumens. 


If this reminds you of your last presentation. 

we can probably help. 

No matter how many presentations you give, there’s always the chance of 
things going wrong; a slide sticks, your transparencies fall, last-minute changes don't 
get changed. But don't fret, there is help, at least for your next presentation. 
Introducing a whole new way to present. 

With a Boxlight projector; things are entirely different.You can create your 
presentation on a Mac or PC, make three, four million changes, then when you’re 
heady to present, just plug your laptop into a Boxlight and there you go: your bright, 
full-color presentation is up on the wall. And needless to say, everyone is impressed, 
Plus there’s more good news. We've just introduced the Revolution. A 
personal projector that’s brighter, lighten and more portable than other projectors, 
yet costs thousands of dollars less, that’s right-less, than its competitors. 

Call 800-532-7904, ext, 10 to get armed for your next presentation. We’ll 
send you a Boxlight as soon as tomorrow through our no-risk trial offer. 


16.7 million colors. Expansion 


slots. Optional tuner for 


cable and TV broadcasts. 


Loves Windows® 95. 30-day 


money-back guarantee. 


You can purchase, rent or 


http://www.boxlight.com. 






Oily First Aid 95 fixes 
Windows problems 
aitonatically 

- ud sms par wuk if pur K crakes! 


Don’t Panic! 



Windows 



fftstAid* 


indows is great when it works. When it doesn’t, it’s 
enough to make you scream. But now, you can find 
instant relief for problems with Windows applications, 
multimedia, system components and crashes with easy-to-use 
First Aid 95. 


“First Aid will kiss your desktop bruises away.” 

- Windows Magazine 

It’s surprising, but true. Most Windows problems are not 
caused by hardware failures, but by software and 
configuration conflicts such as misplaced drivers or DLLs, 
or incorrect parameter settings. And it only gets worse as 
you add more applications, games, and cards to your PC. 
Regardless of the cause, the result is the same: you waste 
time figuring out how to fix the problem. 


“First Aid 95: Strong preventive medicine for 
Windows. ” - PC Magazine 


E3 


First Aid 95 
fixes over 
10,000 Windows 
problems... 
automatically! 



First Aid 95 is the only product that 
fixes software conflicts - and intercepts 
GPFs ... automatically! 

First Aid 95 has the world’s largest knowledge base of 
Windows applications and configuration files - all 
specifically designed to detect and correct over 10,000 
problems on both Windows 3.1 and Windows 95 PCs. And, 
you can download the latest additions to the knowledge 
base over the Internet - FREE! 


“Quietly and unobtrusively gives you peace of mind. ” 
- Mobile Office 


Call now and we’ll rush you First Aid 95 FREE! 

You pay only the $9.95 shipping and handling charge. 

If you don’t love First Aid 95, just return it and the enclosed 
comment card within 30 days and pay nothing. Or keep it 
and pay a limited- time price of only $39.95 — that’s $30.00 
off the suggested retail price. Call Right Now! 

Call toll-free 

1-800-721-7824 ext » 

30-Day Money Back Gnarantee 


CyberMedia 


First Aid 95 is a trademark of CyberMedia, Inc. This offer is subject to change at any 
time without notice. Shipping & handling charge is non-refundable. All product 
names are trademarks of their respective manufacturers. ©1996 CyberMedia, Inc. 
This offer is good in U.S.A. and Canada only, and is not valid with any other offer. 
Credit card orders only. Pricing is in U.S. dollars. 



—PC Pro 
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Introducing 

FlashPoint. 

The First Affordable Ultra 
SCSI Adapter for PCs. 


Don't be a victim of old buying habits. Discover the new FlashPoint” PCI ■ 
adapters. Exceptional performance and features. The winner of Editor’s 
Choice Awards' around the world. All at prices that won't bust your budget. 

FlashPoint adapters power next-generation Ultra SCSI peripherals 
while offering full compatibility with today's SCSI devices. Unique 1111111X119 
SeqEngine technology reduces SCSI command overhead and boosts 
data throughput. You also get SCAM-1, AutoTermination and Flash BIOS, 
advanced ease-of-use features found in adapters almost twice the price. FlashPoint adapters 
also support Windows® 95, Windows NT, NetWare® and other leading operating systems. 

When SCSI performance costs this little, can you afford anything less? Call today for details 
on our FlashPoint LT, Wide SCSI LW, and dual-channel DL. All backed by a 5 year warranty. 
Visit our web site at http://www.buslogic.com or contact us at 1-800-707-SCSI Ext. 3040. 


nasMnt.LT 










WINDOWS 95 


Janna Systems 


CONTACT MANAGER 


Janna Contact 95 


■GQEZZB 

Janna Contact 95 


§ If you use Microsoft’s Office 95 and want to take 
advantage of all Windows 95 has to offer, you’re stuck 
using Schedule+ as your contact manager. Or are you? 
Consider Janna Contact 95. It isn’t a Microsoft prod¬ 
uct, but it could very well pass as one. Contact 95 is designed 
for Windows 95 and integrates smoothly with Office 95. 



Contact 95 is easy from 
the start. If you need to 
import data from another 
contact manager, the Import 
Wizard holds your hand 
through the scary world of 
databases. If you’re entering 
contacts from scratch, just 
type data into the Contact 
Detail screen, which has 
right-click pop-up menus so 
you can enter addresses and 
customize fields easily. 

A schedule and document 
manager integrates well with the contact list. Action items in 
the contact log pop up on your schedule, and you can embed 
documents and shortcuts in the log as OLE objects. There’s 
automatic addressing for e-mail. And it’s even networkable. 

Overall, Contact 95 is a powerful info-management tool 
that eases the transition to Windows 95. julie McCullough 


Pros: Full right-click and 
drag-and-drop capabilities; 
integrates with Microsoft’s 
Exchange and Schedule+. 
Cons: Most users will barely 
scratch the product’s surface. 
Verdict: If you’ve switched 
to Windows 95, this is the best 
contact manager for you. 

$99 est. street price 
Janna Systems 

(800) 268-6107, (408) 356-6647 
Reader Service No. 849 


The Monitor that Shows 
You the Whole Kahuna. 



p. ^ t The Pivot 1700™has other 17"color monitors beat 
/jninJinn from top to bottom. It pivots from horizontal to 
vertical mode to give you the tallest, sharpest display you 
can get. Taller, even, than a 21"monitor! And a whole lot 
more affordable. So now you can read a full 8.5"xll"page 
without scrolling. 

Give us a call today or, 
if you prefer, e-mail us at 
pdlcalif@aol.com for the 
■ whole story 


800-858-7744 Ext. 22 


http ://www. portrait. com 
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Nothing comes closer to reality. 


Circle 138 on reader service card. 


You've always wanted a monitor this good. 
Now you can afford one. 


No other Windows 95 big screen monitor gives you more: The finest 
dot pitch money can buy. The ability to display 40% more pixels than 
competing aperture grill monitors. 1600 x 1200 maximum resolution. 
<» v'XT' U it adds up to crisper detail and improved readability,even for 
».###* very small text. And at $1,995 (MSRP), it's an extraordinary buy. 

I IT, f T r>C> ^ ~7 To learn m °re, send for our free monitor buyer's kit. Call NSAat 








800 441-4832. Or dial our faxback system at 800 555-8552. 


SuperScan Pro™ 21 


(20.0" Viewable Image Size) 

■ 0.22 mm horizontal pitch 

■ VGA to 1600x 1200 

■ 31-85 KHz, 50-160 Hz 


lilliiilll warranty 


SuperScan 

HITACHI 





"TriSpectives...deserves the killer-app label!" 

Stanford Diehl, BYTE Magazine, October 1995 


Designed for 



Microsoft * 

Windows*95 



OFFICE 

Compatible 



BYTE 


FREE! Over 1,000 3D models! 


Detailed part design Virtual worlds for the Internet Complete assembly modeling Professional illustrations - in 3D! 


TriSpectives 

1 PROFESSIONAL 

The New Standard for 3D 



Visit us on the Internet at http://www.eye. 


"The next killer app in the 
graphics market!" 

Malcolm Davies, President, Nemetschek Systems, Inc. 


*USS plus applicable taxes and shipping. Additional charges may apply for international customers. 


TriSpectives - Professional — the New Standard for 3D — is the first complete 3D design 
program for Windows® 95. By combining unprecedented 3D modeling, illustration and 
animation features, TriSpectives is the ideal solution for all your 3D design needs. 

Use TriSpectives Professional to: 

• Quickly create 3D conceptual models of new designs. 

• Develop detailed parametric 3D models and assemblies to full manufacturing specifications. 

• Design realistic floor plans. 

• Create amazing virtual worlds for the Internet. 

With TriSpectives you'll design faster, you'll use 3D for more than you can imagine, and you'll 
have fun doing it! '"'■&&m-Jm Mfti' IB 

INCLUDES: 

• Import/export filters for 3DS, AVI, BMP, DFF, DWG, D XF _- 

EPS, GIF, IGES, JPEG, OBJ, PCX, POV, RAW, RTL, SAT, STEP, 

STL (Stereolithography), TGA, TIFF, Visual Basic, & VRML 

• 1,000 IntelliShape™ 3D models 

• 250 scaleable textures, colors and surface finishes |gj 

• 50 document templates 

A C IS 


4 Contact your local 
retailer for low pricing, or 

order direct from 3D/EYE for: 

$ 549 . 95 * 

1-8Q0-WIN95-3D 

or 716-871-5041 Ext. 6515 

60-Day Money-Back Guarantee! 


PC Connection 


3HSTRI 




























































































































What Can You Do With A $100 Digital Video Camera? 



TAKE PICTURES 


BE CREATIVE 


Shoot the 
Works. 


Connectix 




QuickCam™ includes all you need to make movies and take 
pictures with your PC. Plug one cable into your parallel 
port, install the software and shoot. It’s simple. Make 
training films, video conference, inventory valuables. 

, It’s easy to take pictures, too. Add photos to newsletters, 
documents, reports. QuickCam comes with 
I Movie AVI for Windows, 
j QuickMovie software, 

QuickFrame templates and 
QuickPicture image saver. 

All for around $100. Your 
satisfaction is guaranteed. 

Buy your QuickCam today 
wherever fine computer 
products are sold. 


■ 


j 




















Starting from. 


EVEREX STEP NOTE PLUS 


Pentium® processor, multimedia solution 


The Everex STEP Note Plus is a Pentium® Processor- 
based, multimedia notebook that gives users portability 
with excellent performance. Built-in 16-bit stereo sound, 
speakers and microphone, plus an optional CD-ROM 
drive or second battery in place of the removable floppy 
drive, make the STEP Note Plus a true multimedia road 
warrior. The removable hard drive allows for easy 
upgrades and data security. The STEP Note Plus comes 
with a two year warranty’, including a 48-hour hot swap 
for the first year, for additional peace of mind. 

Sales Information: 


STEP Note Plus 

❖ 75/90/100/120/133 MHz Pentium processor 

❖ 8MB to 40MB RAM 

❖ 256KB L2 synchronous cache 

❖ 32-bit PCI graphics accelerator 

❖ 11.3" or 10.4" SVGA DSTN or TFT color display 

❖ Removable hard drive 540MB up to 1.3GB 

❖ Built-in 16-bit stereo multimedia system 

❖ Removable floppy drive, replace 
with CD-ROM or second battery 

❖ Port replicator and docking station available 

❖ Two year limited warranty 1 

❖ 48-hour Hot Swap of defective parts in first year 


Call 1-800-EVEREX1 

(1-800-383-7391) 



pentium 



ERA POLLUTION PREVENTER 


❖ Visit our Web site at http://www.everex.com 
Technical Support: 1-800-262-3312 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


; a trademark of Intel Corporation. Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are 

Circle 247 on reader service card. 
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STEPNote 

HotSwap 


SStCM 


j LCD. Battery 







Memory Products For Notebooks & Computers 

y, u, r i Dir 


SHIM 


"FOR THE FOURTH YEAR IMA ROW, 
MEMORY EXPRESS HAS SWEPT THE 
BEST BUY AWARDS FOR RAM 
CHIPS.” IN SPORTS TERMS, 

IT'S CALLED A "4-PEAT". 

Nobody beats Memory Express - for last shipment and at the 
lowest pricesl Day in, day out, Memory Express delivers! That's 
why Memory Express is one of America's leading suppliers, and 
why we've been a Computer Shopper Best-Buy for Four years 



Huge, hlghest-quality stocks on hand. Our large \ 
state-of-the-art testing lab guarantees that you get immediate 
service and the highest quality available in the industry today. 

Each and every Chip, SIMM and Memory-module has beer 
carefully tested and evaluated, and is ready for shipment, withir 
hours or even minutes of your call. So whether your order is 


I 


vl) 

HERE’S 

4 REASONS mic 
WHY... MEMORY “ 
BUYER’S 
BUY FROM 
MEMORY 
EXPRESS 


For the Following Name Band Computer It__ m 

Refer to Your Computer Manual for Memory Upgrade Compatibility, 
All non-defective are subject to 10% restocking fee, 
provided returns are in good condition. 

IBM Applet 

When every penny counts, and your schedule is not as pressing, COMPAQ. DIU 
we will ship immediately via economical and efficient UPS 

Ground. You choose the method best for you. We Guaranty All Our Memory Product 100% 

You'll oet the best oroducts and fastest sen-ice anvwhere 0THERS PACKARD BELL, 1M, 2,4M, 8M AND 16M PHILIPS, AND OTHER PCS 

rou ii genne nest products ana tastes service anywhere, ’SIMM module models only, not all models accept 8 and 16 MB modules 

Call Memory Express NOW! 1-800-877-8188 "Pnces subject to change anytime, call for quotes 

"ADDITIONAL SIMMS AVAILABLE FORMOST IBM COMPATIBLE AND CLONES" 



ate, fast air-shipment, call our toll-free sales hotline 
have your memory upgrades as soon as tomorrow morning! (The 
cost is normally just i ' 


8x36-60ns 

32MB 

$588 

Call I 

4x36-60ns 

16MB 

295 

Call 1 

2x36-70ns 

8MB 

154 

Call j 

1x36-70ns 

4MB 

78 

Call 

8x32-60ns 

32MB 

595 

Call 

4x32-60ns 

16MB 

295 

Call 

2x32-70ns 

8MB 

141 

Call | 

1x32-70ns 

4MB 

70 

Call 


EDO RAM AVAILABLE ..CALL 



KtllMilHiHililiVl 


IBM 


lputer Memory Upgrade for tl 

TOSHIBA 


IBM Thinkpad 700C/720C/750E ____ 

755C Green PC and PS/2 CL57SX T1900/T200 (3.3V) 

4MB DRAM CARD.$158.00 4MB DRAM CARD.$138.00 

8MB DRAM CARD.$298.00 8MB DRAM CARD.$359.00 

16M3 DRAM CARD.$558.00 16MB DRAM CARD.$498.00 

- - - Toshiba T3400/T3600 and T2400 m 

...••HO.W 4MB DRAM CARD.$159.00 

...$268.00 8MB DRAM CARD.$345.00 

...$512.00 16MB DRAM CARD.$CALL 


NEC VERSA 20,200,25,250,33, 
33C, & VERSA E. M & V Series (3.3V) 
4MB DRAM CARD ....$118.00 


8MB DRAM CARD. 


SIMMS FOR LESS! 

30 Pin SIMMS 


Aceni* r/mmCanon 
COMPAQ Dell easssass 
AST. FUJITSU ZENITH fajt NT s 



DRAMs for Less I [CPU f°f less! 


RAMS 

1MBit, 1000KX1.lea IQQea ll Penitum™/80502-120 MHz 

e 7 c ficnll Penitum™/80502-100 MH; 
" M Penitum™/80502-90 MHz 

Penitum™/80502-75 MHz 
,, 486DX2-66 MHz 
■Jaa CPU Cooling Fan 

I CACHE RAMS 


READY TO SHIP! 






































































Direct 
to You 

• Your Guide to Navigating 

the Direct Channel 

• Thousands of Products 

to Choose From 

• Service and Support 

Are a Phone Call Away 


• Hardware, Software, 
Peripherals, and More 





ADVERTISERS’ INDEX: 


VENDOR 

PAGE NO.# 

HOURS 

PHONE NO.# 

SYSTEMS 

Austin 

217A-218D 

M-F 7a.m.-9p.m.;Sat 9-5p.m. (CST] 

800-268-0494 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

260-263 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 CCST) 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 CPST] 

800-474-9866 

PC’s Compleat 

253-255 

M-F 24 Hours: Sat-Sun 8-8 p.m. 

800-598-4727 

Polywell 

240 

M-F 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sat 1 -5 [PST) 

800-999-1278 

PERIPHERALS 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

260-263 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 [CSTI 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST] 

800-474-9866 

L.A. Trade 

250 

M-F 8-5; Sat 10-12 [PST) 

800-433-3726 

PRINTERS 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

260-263 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 CCST) 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 CPST) 

800-474-9866 

SOFTWARE 

Crosstalk / Attachmate 

252 

M-F 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. CPST] 

800-426-6283 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

260-263 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 CCST] 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 CPST] 

800-474-9866 

MEMORY 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

260-263 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 (CST] 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 [PST] 

800-474-9866 

L. A. Trade 

250 

M-F 8-5; Sat 10-12 CPST] 

800-433-3726 

Worldwide Technologies 

241,256 

M-F 9-9; Sat 10-6 

800-636-6792 

NOTEBOOKS 

Austin 

217A-218D 

M-F 7a.m.-9p.m.;Sat 9-5p.m. CCST] 

800-268-0494 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

260-263 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 CCST] 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST] 

800-474-9866 

STORAGE 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

260-263 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 CCST] 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 CPST] 

800-474-9866 

KEYBOARD/MONITOR SWITCHES 

Rose Electronics 

251 

M-F 8-5, CCST] 

800-333-9343 

ONLINE SERVICE 

CompuServe 

247-249 

M-F 6 a.m.-l 1 p.m.:Sat-Sun 10-5 p.m. CCST] 

800-487-4838 

PCMCIA CARDS 

First Source International 

242-243 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 CPST] 

800-474-9866 

TRAINING PROGRAMS 

NRI Schools 

257-259 

M-F 8-5 (EST] 

202-244-1600 

Computer Book Club 

237-239 

M-F 8-5 (ESI] 

202-244-1600 
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World VI'de Vi* 1 
i programming 

l- 

L. & 


15872781-XX $3a99| 

[ Counts as 2 I 


486/486PX 


0031207-XX $29.95 


[Netscape toigalnr 


.Windows 95 


The McGraw-Hill 


Illustrated 


Dictionary of 








































































































As a member of Tho Computer Book Club®... you'll enjoy receiving Club bulletins every 3-4 weeks containing 
exciting offers on the latest books in the field at savings of up to 50% off of regular publishers' prices. If you want the Main 
selection, do nothing and it will be shipped automatically. If you want another book, or no book at all, simply return the reply form 
to us by the date specified. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you ever receive a book you don't want due to late delivery 
of the bulletin, you can return it at our expense. And you'll be eligible for FREE BOOKS through our Bonus Book Program. Your 
only obligation is to purchase 3 more books during the next 2 years, after which you may cancel your membership at any time. 

PCC596 





















































































Dual Pentium* Pro Power 



for Animation, Video Editing, NT Workstations and Home Office 


Dual Pentium™ Pro ■Pentium™ Pro 200 
NT SQL Server NT Workstation 


2 x 200MHz CPU 
64MB ECC, 4.3G HD 

starting $8500 


lx 200MHz CPU 
32MB RAM, 2GB HD 

starting $4500 


* Dual Pentium™ 166 
Video Station 


2 x 166MHz CPU 
32MB RAM, 2GB HD 

starting $3995 


■Poly 500P8 


PC133MHz Pentium™ 
16MB RAM, 1.2GHD 

starting $2585 




Pentium 


Polywell also carries a line of Notebook Portables & Disk Array Subsystems. 
Polywell specializes in custom configurations. 

800-300-Poly (7659) 

Tel: 415-583-7222 Fax:415-583-1974 
Internet: www.polywell.com 
e-mail: polywell@ix.netcom.com 

Polywell Computers, Inc. 1461 San Mateo Ave., So. San Francisco, CA 94080, USA 

Service & Warranty: 5-Year in-house Labor, 3-year standard parts, lifetime toll -free tech support ond optional 3 year on- 
Call for pricing. 

Circle 116 on reader service card. 
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COLORADO 

MEMORY SYSTEMS 
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IFIRST SOURCE INTERNATIONAL! 



eOUR lowest memory 

PRICES EVER! 

Always your I3EST 13UY on the widest selection of memory upgrades! _ 


DESKTOP COMPUTER MEMORY 
























































OYER 36,000 HARDWARE & SOFTWARE PRODUCTS AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 


■ DISCOUNT PRICES 

■ HUGE SELECTION 

■ OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 

■ FREE SUPPORT FOR 
FSI CUSTOMERS 


■ SATISFACTION ■ CORPORATE PO'S 

GUARANTEED WELCOME 

■ NO SURCHARGE ON ■ GOVERNMENT & 

CREDIT CARDS EDUCATIONAL PRICING I 



FIRST SOURCE INTERNATIONAL 
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machine 
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Did you know you can test your computers using the very 
same benchmarks the Ziff-Davis experts do? Absolutely. You can 
run the same scientific performance tests that make our 
product reviews so reliable and so successful. You too will get 
dependable results. What’s more, Ziff-Davis benchmarks 

incorporate real-life computing tasks. No wonder 

they’re such a worldwide success. 

With over 2 million copies distributed in the last two 
years, they’re the industry standards for measuring 
hardware performance 

Where do we get objective benchmarks of such high 
quality? We create them. Through the Ziff-Davis Benchmark 
Operation, the world’s largest independent benchmark 
research and development team. Entirely dedicated to developing 
benchmarks you can trust. 






Ziff-Davis Benchmarks: 

The Whole World Watches 


m Ziff-Davis Publishing 




BENCHMARK 

SOFTWARE 

We can't test your machine in our labs, so 
we'll send our benchmarks to you free of 
charge. Full programs, not demo versions. 
We want everyone to make the best 
buying decisions possible. 

You can download the benchmarks from 
the Ziff-Davis Benchmark Operation on 
ZiffNet (GO ZDBENCH) or from our 
World Wide Web home page at 
http://www.ziff.com. 

Or fax your request to ZDBOp, at 919- 
380-2879. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for regular 
delivery or enclose your FedEx number. 


Ziff-Davis Benchmark Operation, 1001 Aviation Parkway, Suite 400, Morrisville, NC 27560 



















ADVERTISEMENT 


Spotlight on Buying Direct 


Direct Focus 



First Source International, Inc. 
Past, Present, Future 


First Source International, Inc. (FSI) was 
conceived in February of 1990. Originally called 
"The Source", the company business plan was 
developed over pizza in Irvine, California. At that 
time, founders Bob, Doug, and John determined 
that there was a demand for a direct marketing 
company specializing in memory products and 
agreed on a simple goal: focus on quality of service, 
products and information, while 
offering the lowest possible prices! 

Based on that vision the company 
was formed. 

The first FSI advertisement 
ran in April of 1990. With four 
employees, orders were processed 
and shipped from a 200 square 
foot executive suite. In those 
early days everyone pitched in 
with all aspects of the business 
from sales and customer service 
to shipping and delivery. Once the phones began 
ringing at a regular pace the partners took a chance 
and made the investment in additional ads, making 
FSI the first memory company to advertise in many 
publications. As it turned out, the advertising paid 
off and before long the company was moving into 
a larger facility and hiring more employees. FSI 
was a success! 

Over the years, FSI has developed a data¬ 
base of configuration information unrivaled by it's 
competitors. Today the database contains informa¬ 
tion on over 3,500 different computers and print¬ 
ers, allowing FSI's salespeople to assist their 
customers in upgrading systems accurately and 
quickly without the risk of supplying incorrect or 
incompatible products. 


It didn't take long before FSI's customers 
began asking for more than just memory. 
Although the original business plan had not includ¬ 
ed the possibility of being a full service computer 
products reseller, with thousands of loyal customers 
requesting different products on a daily basis it 
seemed like a logical progression. In 1993 FSI 
began offering processor upgrades, then modems, 
then video cards, etc. By early 
1995 every major computer 
hardware, software and periph¬ 
eral product had been added to 
FSI's inventory, over 36,000 dif¬ 
ferent items, including most 
major name brand computers 
and printers all selling for every¬ 
day discount prices, that are 
lower than even the computer 
superstores. 

In 1995 First Source Interna¬ 
tional was included in Inc. Magazine prestigious 
“Inc. 500", which is a complete list of Americas 
fastest growing privately held companies and in 
1996 was named among PC Computing magazines 
"Direct Top 60" and received a 4 star rating. 

FSI recently expanded it's operations in a 
new facility located in Aliso Viejo, California and 
continues to service hundreds of thousands of cus¬ 
tomers each year with the same care that the origi¬ 
nal patrons received back in 1990. 

If you would like to find out more about 
First Source International, the products they sell or 
sign up to receive a free catalog, call their toll free 
number, 1-800-770-9688 or stop by FSI's store¬ 
front on the Internet by pointing your browser to 
http://www.fi rstso urce.com. 
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"In today’s class we’ll be 
studying these pointy buildings 
that were built by those sweaty 
people in that really hot area” 



Best online value including Internet access. 

Mail this card or call 1-800-487-4838. 


I want CompuServe now! Send me my free software and 10 free hours of service today. 


5 

3ping 

iputers 

6 Games 


I 

1 


City, State/Province Zip/Postal Code 

Day Phone Evening Phone 

□ Windows □ Mac DOS/2 □ CD ROM □ Other_ 

New members only. One free membership per household, please. 

#PCC 5/96 


CompuServe 


mServe 

487-4838 

iOFTWARE 
REE HOURS 


249 
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Direct Focus 


First Source International, Inc. 
Past, Present, Future 


First Source International, Inc. (FSI) was 
conceived in February of 1990. Originally called 
"The Source", the company business plan was 
developed over pizza in Irvine, California. At that 
time, founders Bob, Doug, and John determined 
that there was a demand for a direct marketing 
company specializing in memory products and 
agreed on a simple goal: focus on quality of service, 
products and information, while 
offering the lowest possible prices! 

Based on that vision the company 
was formed. 

The first FSI advertisement 
ran in April of 1990. With four 
employees, orders were processed 
and shipped from a 200 square 
foot executive suite. In those 
early days everyone pitched in 
with all aspects 
from sales and 
to shipping and 
ringing at a regu 
and made the in' 

FSI the first merr 
publications. As 
off and before Ic 
a larger facility 
was a success! 

Over the 
base of configur 
competitors. Toe 
tion on over 3,5 
ers, allowing F 
customers in up 
quickly without 
incompatible pro 


Bob Snowden Douglas Dreier 


It didn't take long before FSI’s customers 
began asking for more than just memory. 
Although the original business plan had not includ¬ 
ed the possibility of being a full service computer 
products reseller, with thousands of loyal customers 
requesting different products on a daily basis it 
seemed like a logical progression. In 1993 FSI 
began offering processor upgrades, then modems, 
then video cards, etc. By early 
1995 every major computer 
hardware, software and periph¬ 
eral product had been added to 
FSI's inventory, over 36,000 dif¬ 
ferent items, including most 
major name brand computers 
and printers all selling for every¬ 
day discount prices, that are 
lower than even the computer 
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“In today’s class we’ll be 
studying these pointy buildings 
that were built by those sweaty 
people in that really hot area” 



If you thought all online services were the same, think again. For just $9.95 a month, CompuServe 
gives you Internet access and more detailed information on the subjects you’re interested in than 
any other online sen/ice. Because CompuServe has the strongest relationship with the best sources 
for news, sports and entertainment, you’re always plugged in to Fortune, Comedy Central and 
Entrepreneur, just to name a few. Don’t be left only half-informed ever again. Sign up today. 


CompuServe 

1-800-487-4838 


FREE SOFTWARE 
AND 10 FREE HOURS 


PC COM PUT 


249 
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See us at the ITEC EXPO - Booth #137 


pounds in 19 m 


— 




with a Rose keyboard monitor switch 


Call today for free catalog 

♦ Print servers 

♦ Data switches 

♦ Keyboard/video control 

800-333-9343 


Streamline your computer room by reducing excess equipment. 
Access up to 256 CPU’s from a single keyboard, monitor, and 
mouse. ServeView is our best-selling switch, has every feature 
you can imagine, and installs in minutes. Compare price, fea¬ 
tures, performance, quality, and support and you’ll find Rose 
can’t be beat. ^ 

Call us to discuss your application ROSE 

or to receive your free information kit. ELECTRONICS 


Circle 153 on reader service card. 


A Great 
Review is 
Worth 
Repeating 


Almost nothing influences buyers in the com¬ 
puter market as much as a great product 
review, particularly one in PC Computing. 
That’s because computer product buyers rely 
on these reviews to help them make informed 
purchase decisions. They know that our labs, 
writers and editors can be trusted to be thor¬ 
ough, fair and impartial in their testing and 
reporting. For a computer product marketer a 
great review is almost priceless. 


Its Value Increases With Use 
Reprints of your review are an invaluable sell¬ 


REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 
REPRINTS 
I REPRINTS 

REPRINTS I 
REPRINTS 
REPRINTS 
REPRINTS 
REPRINTS 
REPRINTS 


ing tool for your product and an important 
image builder for your company. An objective, 
third party product evaluation will be read, 
and trusted, by far more people than any reg¬ 
ular product literature, direct mail, press 
release or sales letter. Think of all the ways 
you can take advantage of reprints: 


► Use them in sales proposals 

► Hand them out at trade shows 

► Send them to your mailing list 

► Provide them to distributors 

► Add them to a press release or a mailing 
to your stockholders. 


And, if you customize your reprint— with a 
special cover, highlighting, an ad, sales office 
listings, etc.— the value increases even more. 


Get the most value from your PC Computing 
review. Call Ziff-Davis Reprints today at 


800-825-4237. 


recomputing 



















Full Internet support. 

Access to the Star Trek Technical Manuals. 

And full-featured communications and fax software. 

The quickest way to get a message to the Speaker of the House. 

Netscape Navigator WWW browser. News Reader. Gopher. Internet Mail. 



Japanese monster cartoons. 

Access to BBSs. Corporate hosts. Other PCs. 

The quickest way to get a message to Elvis. 

Access to more services than any other comm software. 

Nearly forgotten stats of pro baseball players. 

The easy new Crosstalk Dialing Directory. 

Heated debate on cold fusion theories. 

TCP/IP stack with support for SLIP, CSLIP and PPP connections. 

Even more heated debate on Chia Pet 'care. 


Only one box has it all. The new 
Crosstalk for Windows, v2.3. 



For just $99 you can get all of the information superhighway in one box. 

For $99 you can get the latest version of the world’s most award-winning comm software, Crosstalk® for Windows. 

It’s the only software that gives you access to BBSs, online services and host computers, plus full-featured access to 
the Internet and fax capabilities. Trade in a previous version of Crosstalk and get 2.3 for $49 or trade in a com¬ 
petitor’s package and get 2.3 for $59. And get Crossfax' for a few dollars more. Best of all, if you buy 2.3 now, 
you’ll get a free upgrade to our Windows 95 version, promised to be our best release 
ever! All with a 60-day money-back guarantee. Call 800-426-6283, code 310.01. 














More Brand Names, Peripherals and Software , international 508-624-6400 
available. If you don't see it, CALL! 




























Digital HiNote Ultra II 

■ Up to 133MHz mobile Pentium processors 

■ 256KB of internal level 2 cache memory 

■ Oversized 10,4" Active display 

U 16mm trackball with sculpted palm rest 


Pentium 75 10.4” Dual Stun 8/540MB*$1999 
Pentium 100 10.4" Dual Scan 8/810MB* 2399 
Pentium 100 10.4" Active 8/810MB* 2979 
* Features EDO RAM memory 


Pentium 100 10.4" Active SVGA8MB7 kTgBS 374^ 
Pentium 120 10.4” Active SVGA 8MB/1.1GB 4059 
Pentium 133 10.4" Active SVGA 8MB/1.4G8 4439 


HP OmniBook 600 HP OmniBook 5500 

■ Weighs ONLY 3.8 pounds! ■ 133MHz Pentium with 32-bit PCI Local bus 

■ Built-in 16-bit sound, microphone & speaker ■ 12.1" Active Matrix display with 65,000 colors 

(Active model only) ■ Super VGA-800x600 resolution on notebook 

■ Built-in infrared for wireless communications ■ PCI Lcxral bus Video, 1.5MB video memory 

■ Lithium Ion battery technology (Active model only) ■ Instant “ON" capabilities 

■ Instant “ON” ready-to-workstate- ■ Optional4XCD-ROM available 


486DX4/75 8.5" Dual Scan 8/340MB $2200 
486DX4/75 9.5" Active 8/340MB 2500 


AST Ascentia J 


AST Ascentia P 


■ Pentium 100MHz and 133MHz processors 

■ Standard SmartBay - swap 4X CD-ROM, 3.5” floppy or 
optional 2nd battery 

■ 11,3" Dual Scan & Active display with 800x600 resolution 

■ 800MB & 1,2GB removable hard drives 

■ Built-in SoundBlaster 16 Vibra chipset 


■ Integrated 14.4/14.4 Data/fax modem 

■ PCI bus architecture with 256KB L2 cache memory 

■ 10.4" SVGA (800x600) resolution Dual Scan and 
Active display 


Pentium 75 10.4" Duel Scan SVGA 8/500MB $2450 
Pentium 10010.4" Dual Scan SVGA 8/800MB 2840 
Pentium 100 10.4" Active Matrix SVGA 8/800MB 3120 


PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8/800MB $3300 

PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8MB/1.2GB 3780 

Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 8/800MB 4250 

Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1.2GB 4730 


AST, AST logo are trademarks of AST 
Research, Inc, All rights reserved. 


LTE 5000 Series 

■ Up to 120MHz Pentium power w/PCI bus & 256KB cache 

■ 32-bit PCI Local bus graphics 

■ 8MB RAM exp. to 72MB 

■ Built-in 16-bit sound, microphone & 2 speakers 

■ MultiBay - holds CD-ROM, 2nd HDD, floppy, 
or 2nd battery 

486D: 1 -I I on hi 1 Duiil Vein 8 720MB S2369 ■ 1 1 " 1 . jurr ■ 

486DX4/100 10.4" Active 8/720MB 2939 ■ Built-in infrared for wireless communications 

■ Supports NiMH batteries 


COMPAQ. 


Pentium 75 10.4" Dual Scan 8/510MB $3799 
Pentium 75 11.3" Dual Scan 8/810MB 4439 

Pentium 75 10.4" Active 8/810MB 4729 

Pentium 90 10.4" Active 8/810MB 5339 

Pentium 90 10.4" Active 8/810MB 5599* 

Pentium 120 10.4" Active 8MB/1,35GB 6149 

*Features Built-in CD-ROM drive 


Extensa 

560CD/560CDT 

■ 75MHz Pentium w/PCI bus & 256KB cache 

■ Built-in 4X CD-ROM drive 

■ Built-in 16-bit sound, microphone & speaker 

■ Integrated TouchPad pointer 

■ 10.4" Active Matrix & 10.4" Dual Scan 

■ Built-in infrared for wireless communications 


TravelMate 

5130/5270/5300 


^2r Texas 
Instruments 


Pentium 90 10.4" Active SVGA 8MB/1,2GB $3699* 
Pentium 12011.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1,2GB 4700* 
Pentium 13311.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1,2GB 5390* 
’SVGA-800 x 600 resolution 


Pentium 75 10.4" Dual Scan 8/810MB $2749 
Pentium 75 10.4” Active 8MB/1.2GB 3699 


at PCs COMPLEAT> 


Lowest Price 30-Day Money Free Tech Free Software Free 
Guarantee Back Guarantee Support installation Configuration 




































SELECTION 
ING VALUE. 


m 

IDE COMPLEAT 

800-492-4727 


High-Fidelity 
J6L Speakers 


Monitors priced separately Digital start 




Digital Starion 

NEWIWindows 95 
Multimedia Computers 

■ 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Up to Pentium 166 - blazing speed! 

■ PCI local bus—high speed graphics 

■ Unbelievable sound - SoundBlaster Pro¬ 
compatible, SWWaveTable, Premium JBL 

I speaker system 

■ 28.8 fax modem and advanced telephony 

' features (differs by model) 

■ Loads of FREE software preinstalled 


All New Models! 


Pentium 75 8MB/1.2GB 


Pentium 100 
Pentium 100 
Pentium 120 
Pentium 133 
Pentium 150 


aza 


8MB/1.2GB 

16MB/1.6GB 

16MB/1.6GB 

16MB/1.6GB 

16MB/1.6GB 


Pentium 166 16MB/1.6GB 
Monitors priced separately 


All New Models! 


Pentium 100 16MB/1.2GB 

Pentium 133 16MB/1.2GB 

Pentium 150 16MB/1.6GB 

Pentium 100 16MB/1.2GB 

Pentium 133 16MB/1.6GB 

Pentium 150 16MB/2.1GB 

Pentium 166 16MB/2.1GB 

tw/3disc CD changer 
Monitors priced separately 


LaserJet 5L 

$479.00 


More Brand Names, Peripherals and Software , internaticmai 508-624-6400 

available. If you don't see it, CALL! Open 24 Hours weekdays. 8am-tjpm weekei 


800 - 492-4727 


AST 

Authorized Reseller 


All NEW 
Models 
Optimized for 
WIN 95 


HEWLETT 


PACKARD 


■ Built-in 
. 30-page 
► sheet feeder 


SAVE 30% 

DeskJet 320 printer Bundle 
C2637AMBA 

1. DeskJet 320printer 

2. 60-page sheet feeder 

3. Color Kit 


SAVE 70% 

HP DeskJet 340 Printer Bundle 
C2664A 

1. DeskJet 340 printer 

2. Color kit 

3. Rechargeable battery 


Ready Multimedia 

NEW for Windows 95 

■ 6X CD-ROM drive* 

■ SoundBlaster compatible chip integrated 
on the system board 

■ 28.8 faxmodem, full-duplex speaker 
phone & answering machine 

■ Super-fast 64-bit PCI Local bus graphics 

■ Built-in MPEG support for full screen, 
full motion video 

■ 32-bit PCI IDE controller-fast disk performance 

■ LOADS of FREE software 

*4X CD-ROM on 7610 


Pentium 120 
Pentium 133 
Pentium 150 
Pentium 133 
Pentium 120 
Pentium 133 
Pentium 150 
Pentium 166 


Monitors priced separately 


8MB/1.2GB 4X $1799 

8MB/1.2GB 6X 1999 

8MB/1.2GB 6X 2299 

8MB/1.2GB 6X CALL 

16MB/1.6GB 6X 

16MB/1.6GB 6X 

16MB/2GB 6X 

16MB/2GB 6X 


2499 


Advantage Adventure 
Multimedia (6x cd-rom) 

■ 6X CD-ROM Drive 

■ 6X CD-ROM Drive w/3disc CD changer (selected models) 

■ Advanced Telephony—28.8 data/fax/modem, 
telephone answering system, and speaker phone 
(differs by model, call for details) 

■ ini j it I I.. . I' -I- ... 

■ 64-Bit PCI Local bus graphics 

■ AST Works II navigation software - featuring “SPOT” 

■ Enhanced IDE interface-fast disk performance 

■ AST Lifeline technical support 


’Includes Family Font Package 
t Includes HP Color Kit 

Circle 198 on reader service card. 


HP LaserJet Printers 

HP LaserJet 5P printer (IBM, 6ppm, 600dpi) C3150A ..$879.99 
HP LaserJet 51 printer (IBM, 4ppm, 600dpi) C3941A.... 479.00 


HP InkJet Printers 

HP DeskJet 340 printer (portable) C2655A.S 289.99 

HP DeskJet 340 CV (bundle) C2664A.329.99f 

HP DeskJet 320 (bundle) C2637A#ABA.229.00f 

HP DeskJet 600 printer C2184A.239.99 

HP DeskJet 600C printer C4547A. 259.99f 

HP DeskJet 660C printer C2164A. 359.99f 

HP DeskJet 660Cse printer C4548A.369.99*t 

HP DeskJet 855C printer C4551A.498.99*t 

HP DeskJet 1600C printer C3540A. 1349.99f 

Heme Office Products 

HP OfficeJet C2890A.$599.99 

HP OfficeJet LX C2891A. 689.99 

HP FAX-700 C3530A. 509.99 


HP ScanJet 4C scanner C2527B.$949.99 

HP ScanJet 4$ portable scanner Cl 127A.319.00 

HP Tape Drives 

HPTI000 (internal) C4320R8.$169.00 

HPTIOOOe (portable) C4326RB.219.99 

HP SureStore, 2GB, DAT, Int C1525F..939.99 

HP SureStore, 4GB, DAT, Int C1526F.. 1079.99 

HP SureStore, 8GB, DAT, lntC1528F.. 1329.00 

HP SureStore, 8GB, DAT, Ext Cl 529F.. 1529.00 
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Train at home for a new, high-paying career! 


Get Cutting-Edge Training 
In C++ Programming 


Combine the speed of a 486DX4/ 
100 MHz computer, the power of 
object-oriented C++, and the 
freedom and ease of Windows 95 
for a money-making career 
as a C++ programmer! 

Now you can take advantage of today’s hottest 
programming opportunities! Create in-demand 
software for business, industry, or consumer 
applications with NRTs newly improved training 
in Visual Programming in C++. It’s the right 
training at the right time. And the only training 
that gives you everything you need to succeed 
today on the job, in a new career, or in a full- or 
part-time business of your own. 

Get hands-on training with 
a powerful 486DX4/100 MHz 

miiltitnprlin rnmnntpt* 


Rush this postage-paid card 
for your free catalog! 


Every NRI course features 
practical, hands-on training 
with state-of-the-art equipment 
you keep. Only NRI gives you 
the training and the equipment 
for career advancement, part- 
time earnings, or even a 
business of your own. 

Check one & 



□ Computer Programming 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 

□ Programming in C++ with Windows 

□ PC Applications Specialist 

□ Desktop Publishing & Design 

□ Telecommunications 

□ TV/ Video/Audio Servicing 

□ Electronic Music Technology 

□ Industrial Electronics & Robotics 




□ LAN Specialist 

□ Basic Electronics 

□ Interior Design 

□ Home Remodeling 

□ Automotive Servicing 
a Paralegal 

□ Flction/Nonfiction Writing 

□ Bookkeeping and Accounting 

□ Multimedia Programming 


Every NRI course features 
practical, hands-on training 
with state-of-the-art equipment 
you keep. Only NRI gives you 
the training and the equipment 
for career advancement, part- 
time earnings, or even a 
business of your own. 

Check one 


□ Computer Programming □ LAN Specialist 

□ Microcomputer Servicing □ Basic Electronics 

□ Programming in C++ with Windows □ Interior Design 

□ PC Applications Specialist 

□ Desktop Publishing & Design 

□ Telecommunications 

□ TV/ Video/Audio Servicing 

□ Electronic Music Technology 

□ Industrial Electronics & Robotics 


□ Fictlon/Nonfictlon Writing 

□ Bookkeeping and Accounting 

□ Multimedia Programming 



E 


Name (Please print) 

Age 

1 

Name (Please print) 

Age 

Address (No P.O. Box numbers please) 

Address (No P.O. Box numbers please) 

City/State/Zip 

Accredited Member National Home Study Council 

5408-1195 

1 

City/State/Zip 

Accredited Member National Home Study Council 

5408-1195 


For career courses approved under G.l. Bill, Q check for details 


For career courses approved under G.l. Bill, □ check for details 























Lu.LELu.Ul 

fc^LLL-L 


Quantum 


MEMORY 


m 


JU LU 

LlO 

































































































Train at home for a new, high-paying career! 


Get Cutting-Edge Training 
In C++ Programming 


Combine the speed of a 486DX4/ 
100 MHz computer, the power of 
object-oriented C++, and the 
freedom and ease of Windows 95 
for a money-making career 
as a C++ programmer! 

Now you can take advantage of today’s hottest 
programming opportunities! Create in-demand 
software for business, industry, or consumer 
applications with NRI’s newly improved training 
in Visual Programming in C++. It’s the right 
training at the right time. And the only training 
that gives you everything you need to succeed 
today on the job, in a new career, or in a full- or 
part-time business of your own. 

Get hands-on training with 
a powerful 486DX4/100 MHz 
multimedia computer 

NRI knows: To program in C++ and create 
visually appealing Windows applications, you 
need to work with a state-of-the-art computer 
system. That’s why NRI gives you hands-on 
experience with a 486DX4/100 MHz computer. 
This state-of-the-art system features 8 full 
megabytes of RAM, 540 meg hard disk drive, 
Super VGA color monitor, CD-ROM drive, 
speakers, fax/modem, and mouse, making it an 
ideal tool for personal or professional use. But 
all this great hardware is just part of what makes 
NRI training so good. 

Master object-oriented 
programming using Borland 
Turbo C++, Visual Edition 

As you work with the top-rated Borland Turbo 
C++ compiler included in your course, you 
master object-oriented programming methods 
— gaining the practical experience and design 
expertise that will save you time and make future 
programming fast and easy. 

NRI’s Discovery Learning Method 
takes you step-by-step from computer 
basics to advanced visual programming 
in C++. Along the way, you discover for 
yourself how this in-demand language 
allows you the freedom to write real- 
world applications from stand-alone 
graphics and word processing packages 
to spreadsheets, text editors, database 
managers, and more! 



You’ll see 
first-hand how 
your outstand¬ 
ing computer 
system gives you 
all the memory, 
speed, and 
power you need 
to take 

advantage of the 
many features of 
your C++ 
compiler and 
Windows 95 — 
the most talked- 
about computer 
product in 
years. As you 

actually build your own software 
application, you develop hands-on 
experience with Windows 95’s easy-to- 
use features — including graphics, 
memory management, multitasking, data 
exchange, and more! 

Soon you’re ready to use your 
computer and know-how to create the 
fast, functional software programs 
today’s employers and consumers 
demand. 

Send for your FREE 
NRI catalog today! 

If the coupon is missing, write to NRI 
Schools, 4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008. Or... 


Here’s what makes your 
486DX4/100 MHz computer the 
most powerful and versatile system 
for programming or personal use: 

• High-speed 486DX4 CPU with fast 100 MHz clock 

• 128K cache memory 

• 8 meg RAM installed 

• 540 meg hard disk drive 

• 14" Super VGA color monitor with ,28mm dot pitch 
and 1 meg video memory 

• Quad-speed CD-ROM drive, 16-bit sound card, and 
speakers 

• 14,400 baud fax/modem (with 10 free hours of 
America Online) 

• And more! 

CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext.1787 


SEND TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG! 


I Schools 4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

! QYES! Send me the FREE catalog I’ve checked 




(/ Check one FREE career catalog only 
( H VISUAL PROGRAMMING IN C++ □ Multimedia Programming 
l S Troubleshooter □ Computer Programming 

! 9 PC Apphcations Specialist □ Desktop Publishing with PageMaker 

| U Networking with Windows NT □ Bookkeeping and Accounting 


□ NEW! Associate Degree 
in Accounting 

□ NEW! Associate Degree 
in Business 
Management 


jnurboC;+ 

I 

I_ 


A Division ofTheMcGrai 
























COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


WHY PAY RETAIL? 
SELLS FOR LESS! 


























NEWEST & 

BEST NOTEBOOK VALUES! 



COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 
























COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 






































COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 































Computing 

M arketnluce 


1 Advertising Account Representatives 

1 Premier 

Classified I 

Laura Angelino 
Lynn Weiss 

Allison Zeinoun 
Katie Gillion 
Stewart Lindsay 

Southwest Territory 
Northeast Territory 
Northwest Territory 
Southeast Territory 
Midwest Territory 

212-503-5916 

212^503-5101 

212-503-5133 

212-503-5199 

212-503-5142 

The color showcase that puts 
the spotlight on leading-edge 

PC products and services. 

262-272 

Flexible-format display 
advertising: computer systems, 
components, software and 
more. 

273-281 

National Advertising Staff 

-800-825-4237 | 


Robert A. Bader VP, Central Advertising David S. Martinez Premier Production Coordinator 

Michael Watson Asst. Sales Manager Heather Sprengel Ad Coordinator Sherrie Simms Classified Production Coordinator 




Utilities 

Adult 


HARDWARE 

Boards/Components/Chips 266 274 

Bar Coding 265 274 

Batteries 277 

Communications 267 274 

Voice Mail 

Computer Systems 267 277 

Input/Output Devices 265 275 

Mass Storage Devices 268 276 

Music/Midi 268 

Networking 276 

On-Line Services 268 276 


SOFTWARE 

Accounting 
Bar Coding 
Business Applications 
Communications 
Education 
Financial 
Graphics/Design 
Installation 

Multi-Media/CD-ROM 
Music/Midi 
Personal 

Public Domain/Shareware Til 


Windows 

SUPPORTING PRODUCTS 

Accessories 272 278 

Data Conversion/Recovery 278 

Digital Output Services 
Disk Duplication 

Information Resources 278 

Services 278 

Supplies 


269 

269 278 

270 277 

272 277 

264 

277 


CALL TODAY 


Project tomorrow 

FOR RENT 



The Instant Access Rental Program. 

Now you can rent full-color projectors and panels from In Focus 
Systems, the leader in LCD projection. It’s the affordable, risk-free way 
to discover the impact of electronic presentations. 

• Simply plug into PCs, Macs and VCRs. 

• Portable, multimedia and high-resolution units available. 

• Call today by 8 p.m., we’ll have one on your desk tomorrow. 


InFocus 


Call today: 1-800-294-6400 



CREATE YOUR OWN SCREEN SAVERS! 

Introducing IDLE-EYES, your personalized 
screen saver! IDLE-EYES allows you to create 
your own screen savers using your favorite pho¬ 
tographs, music, text, videos, recorded mes¬ 
sages, even sound effects and images down¬ 
loaded from the internet. Combine any image 
file with your favorite sound file and create an 
unlimited number of custom screen savers. 


IDLE-EYES makes the perfect gift for 
anyone with an active imagination—and a PC. 
$24.99 plus shipping & handling 
For more information please call: (800) 696-8128 
(EMAIL) sales® compunnel.com 
COMPUNNEL SOFTWARE GROUP, INC. 



CIRCLE 402 ON READER SERVICE CA 
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Get THE 


PIECE 


forgot! 


ProAgio™ solves the 

PUZZLE OF THE INCREDIBLE 
SHRINKING DESKTOP! 


Office 95 takes up more of J||||| j fry TjJ '****&S!^^K 

your valuable workspace JHr 

than ever — which is why |h \ 3*-- jf>/*v v ^ 

you need ProAgio" (pro- 

in nothing flat. So order mm -- 

You won't MOUSE 

believe what you've been ▼ SYSTEMS 

iLjmr / ' * 

4/505 Seabridge Drive, Fremont, CA 94538 

http://www.mousesystems.com 

Retailers: Best Buy • Circuit City • Computer City • Elek-Tek • Fry's • OfficeMax • PC Connection Distributors: Gates/Arrow • Ingram Micro • Mow/ . 7h h I )atu 


CIRCLE 404 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Are you feeling the Squeeze? 


SALES • RENTALS - LEASING 



I I ^ 




Call us! LSI specializes in processor, RAM and hard disk 
upgrades for Toshiba, Compaq and most other major 
manufacturer’s laptops and notebooks . . . often without 
voiding the original warranty. 

There is more life in your laptop. Call LSI today. 

• Parts 

• Upgrades 

\ • Warranty Service 

/ $ # Flat Panel Display Repair 

800 - 683-6839 





Weighing in at * 
9 lbs. 270 lumens 


ADTECH introduces 

Viewpoint 

the new 

HEAVYWEIGHT 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

LCD portable projectors 

• Dimensions: 

10" x 12.5" x 6.5" 

• 640 x 480 Resolution 

• 16.7 Million Colors 

• 400 Watt Halogen Bulb 

• Built-in 2-Speaker Stereo 
Sound System 

• NTSC/PAL/SECAM Video 
Capability 

• Keystone Correction 

• Zoom and Freeze Mode 
and MUCH MORE! 


Call ADTECH today for details and pricing. 

+■ V lerSSMMOSB =1- - 

TEL: 508-358-0077 Ask about our catalog! FAX: 508-358-00 


)N READER SERVICE CARD 


PC COMPUT 


HARDWARE: INPUT DEVICES/BOARDS/COMPONENTS/CHIPS 
















The Next Generation 
in Label Design Software 


LabelWorks” 



for Windows 


LabelWorks sets the new 
performance standard for 
professional quality label 
design. No other program 
combines such easy 
operation with this much 
power! 


tures to enhance label design. 
Features include: WYSIWYG, 
rulers, guides, page zooms, 
lines, shapes. 

• Rich text support allows you to 
edit font styles, types, and sizes 
within the same line. 

• Supports all major Bar Code 
symbologies, including Code 39, 
93, 128, POSTNET, UPC, 
BooklandEAN. 19 types in all. 


Imports & Exports using TIFF, 
GIF, BMP, PCX, WPG, WMF, 
TARGA graphic files. 

Rotates Text, Bar Codes and 
imported graphics in 90 degree 
increments. 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 


Or Lea Technology, ltd 


PERSONAL COMPUTERS SUPPLIES 

HP • IBM • NEC • COMPAQ • AST CABLES • NETWORK CARDS • TONER • 

• PACKARD BELL • DIGITAL • RIBBONS • ETC., ETC., ETC. •, SOFTWARE 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS • NOVELL • WINDOWS 95 • ETC. 

PRINTERS NOTEBOOKS 

HP • OKIDATA • CANON • LEXMARK • TOSHIBA • IBM 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

$ 1OOO to $ 100,000 I; UP TO 60 MONTHS REPAYMENT TERMS 

CALL 800 * 584*9412 


FAX 601 * 353*1392 &Mm 


JE DJIERNATIOJSL 


CIRCLE 408 ON READER SERVICE CA 


44 A quarter page 
ad in PC Computing 
Premier pulls as 
well as a full page in 
another computer 
publication.?? 


Call for Free DEMO Software 


UP AMERICAN MICROSYSTEMS 

=1111 2190 Regal Parkway, Euless, TX 76040 
( 800 ) 648-4452 (817) 571 -9015 FAX (817) 685-6232 


PUT YOUR AD HERE AND WRITE YOUR OWN PC |M| 
COMPUTING SUCCESS STORY. START ADVERTISING 

nowi CALL 800-825-4237 TODAY! — RossWoltley 












































YOU CAN REACH 
THE WORLD 
BUT 

CAN THE WORLD 
REACH YOU? 




Now 
available 

direct from the Soundscape™ 

ENSONIQ ^ am '^ waveta ^ e 


sound cards 


All with 16-bit sound, 

32-voices, and 
GM, MT-32, and 
SoundBlaster™ 
compatibility. 

Add the sound of ENSONIQ's 
professional musical instruments to 
your PC-earth-shaking sound 
available direct from the factory at $159.95 SoundscapeElite 
earth-shattering prices! with 2 mb wave rom and effects 

$129.95 Soundscape 

All prices include ground shipping. a gfeat 

1-800-553-5151 for phone orders/info 

1-800-257-1439 for automatic fax retrieval /document ml $64.95 SoUndsCapeDB 

— “■ - L daughter card for FM boards 



|EN5QNiQ] 


)N READER SERVICE CARD 


AutoBoot Technology in a New Glimmer' Size! 


■ Control up to 96 file servers with 
just 1 keyboard, monitor and mouse 

■ AutoBoot™ feature boots all 
attached computers without user 
intervention 

■ 1.75” unit fits easily into your 
computer rack using a minimum 
of space 

■ Push-button and keyboard 
controlled scanning standard 


COMMANDER' 


Control all computers from 
second location up to 150 
feet away 

Supports all 100% IBM 
compatible PCs and PS/2 
or serial mouse; optional 
Macintosh and Sun 
support available 

Rear peripheral access 
available 



IBM is a trademark of International Business Machines Corporation. Macintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 
Sun is a trademark of Sun Microsystems. Cybex, Commander and AutoBoot are trademarks of Cybex Corporation. The Inc. 500 logo is 
a registered trademark of Coldhirsch Group. 


http://www.cybex.com 

Cybex Computer Products Corporation 

4912 Research Drive Huntsville Al 35805 USA 


(205) 430-4000 (205) 430-4030 fax 


SEE US AT SPRING 
COMDEX 

CHICAGO,JUNE 3-6 
BOOTH #1166 


feyBEX 


CIRCLE 411 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



C COMPUTING 






























"Boxlight sells more electronic projection systems, to more 
people than anyone. Call to find out why" 


Call for 
special price! 

ProColor™3080 

Bright, all-in-one projector, 
use even in normally lit room. 

• Mac or PC, Video plus Audio 

• Only 16 lbs.-travel weight 

• Clarity sharp as 35 mm slides 


As the most trusted name 
in Presentation 
Electronics; we offer: 

• 11)11 free technical support 

• More than 50 models to choose 
from, available now 

• 30-day money back guarantee 


1 - 800 - 762-5757 

Government: (800) 497-4009 ups HE! JK? iMSM Fe< * x PTS 
Resellers: (800) 736-6956 EE9 

Rental: (800) 736-6954 


Portable DAT Tape Backup 

Connects to Parallel, Serial, or SCSI port 


• Engineered by V.iiih i- iCu- mv 

EaSI 


>N READER SERVICE CA 


1 W ■ 11 » 

44 When you 
want to be seen by 
business buyers, 

PC Computing is 
the place to 
advertise.?? 

PUT YOUR AO HERE AND WRITE YOUR OWN PC 

COMPUTING SUCCESS STORY. START ADVERTISING 

Nowi CALL 800-825-4237 TODAY! , 

0 

—Joseph V. Montoro 
President 

Imagine That 


BSDI Makes the Net Work with 
All-in-One Internet and Web Server 



platforms that 

The Cost-Effective Internet Server So that you can get the most from 
your Internet investment, each BSDI-powered server can support multiple 
internet and Web domains. BSDI’s built-in router software saves the 
expense of an external router. With 60 days of free telephone support and 

For Integrated Internet and Web Performance, Call 1-800-303-2731! 
Ask About Our New Novell-to-lnternet Gateway! 

fsBST™ 

E-Mail: info@bsdi.com - 

WWW: http://www.bsdi.com ^ ^ The People Who Make The Net W 




INTERNE' 


nr 


*15 PER MONTH 

UNLIMITED! UNCENSORED! 




Save up to 99% monthly with IDT! 

Daily 
Internet 
Usage: 
1.5 Hours 

3 Hours 

All Day 

|_ iSRS 

Sills 

AOL 

$127.95 
$260.70 
$4119.20 

Prodigy 

$74.20 

$206.95 

$2,065.45 

CompuServe 

$73.70 

$161.45 

$1,389.95 


Why pay through the nose to access the Internet with that big, bland on-line service? 
(Especially since they censor what you can see and do.) 

•IDT believes you have the right to unregulated and uncensored information and entertainment. 
•For $15 monthly we deliver unlimited and uncensored usaoe with free customer support. 

•We also provide tree Netscape™ the ultimate WEB browser with every Unlimited Plus account. 
•Plus, it's almost a lw ay s, a local pa ll , /fjQ p£R CHARGES 

/ALMOST ALIYS A LOCAL CALL 
/UNUMITED E-MAIL 


To sign up/get information call anytime: 

1 - 800 - 743-4343 


IDT 


MAY 1996 















































You may not have the 
ability to create the perfect 
world, but now you can 
create perfect employee 
schedules. 

With a "pencil and paper" 
scheduling system and a 
constantly changing work 
environment, staying on 
top of things is harder than 
ever. Stop using an eraser, 
calculator, and bottle of 
aspirin. Give yourself a 
break and switch to the 
timesaving convenience of 
VSS or VSS Pro. 

• create clean, professional 
looking schedules 

• improve accuracy 

• avoid conflicts 

• make changes quickly 

• rotate schedules easily 

• save time 


VSS Pro is the powerful 
and flexible way to 
schedule employees. 

VSS Pro is an easy-to-use 
scheduling system that lets 
you schedule your way. 
Display the desired amount 
of information appropriate 
for your needs. Set the 
viewer from a detailed one 
day view to a comprehen¬ 
sive 42-day view. And with 
"what you see is what you 
get"reporting, you can print 
schedules for any situation. 

VSS is the quick and easy 
way to schedule employees. 

VSS is an excellent system 
that’s, designed to handle 
most scheduling needs. 

The system utilizes a fixed 
28-day worksheet that 
provides a clear and compre¬ 
hensive master schedule. 
VSS allows you to print six 
pre-formatted reports with 
custom information. 


The VSS Pro viewer 
lets you schedule the 
way you want to. 




For more information call: 

800 - 874-8801 

or visit our Web Site 
http://www. atlasbsi. com 

All Atlas products are backed 
by a 30-day unconditional 
money-back guarantee. 
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ffateff Accounting Solution! 


Tfle Point -°f-Sale solution that gives you 
™“" more money, more control and more flexibility. 


Mici 


See for yourself how effectively MicroBiz s< 
can manage your retail business 

/ Accurate Inventory Control iHr f" 

/ Defined Customer Tracking / 

y Complete Invoicing 
</ Detailed Receipt Generation 
/ Effective Targeted Mailing Lists 

licroBiz. Corp. ♦ 300 Corporate Drive ♦ Mahwah, |\ 

FAX: 201-512-1919 ♦ From the Internet: h 
14 Hr. BBS: (201) 512-0801 (Download a demo toe 


FREE Catalog...Call Today! 800-637-8268 


CIRCLE 430 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



H A quarter page 
ad in PC Computing 
Premier pulls as 
well as a full page in 
another computer 
publication.?? 


PUT YOUR AD HERE AND WRITE YOUR OWN PC WMm 

COMPUTING SUCCESS STORY. START ADVERTISING 

now! CALL 800-825-4237 TODAY! — Ross VVol fit'} 


When you fe SERIOUS ! 

dbout Qrder p ntry h, 

GET SERIOUS 

with 


Credit Card Processing 
UPS, USPS and FedEx Shipping 

Management & Purchasii 
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Being called simple used to be 
an insult. We take it as a compliment. 

For complex diagramming, new Flow Charting PDQ “for Windows® 95 and 
Flow Charting 4 for Windows 3.1 x really are.simple. Easy to learn. Even 
easier to use. With intuitive commands and a streamlined design, you'll 
learn to build flowcharts quickly. Produce basic to complex diagrams 
with flexible tools for Flowcharts, Org Charts, Network Diagrams, TQM, 
ISO 9000, Deployment Charts, Data Flow Diagrams, BPR and more. 

If you want to focus on business solutions instead of business software, 
simply call (800) 525-0082, ext. 224. And PArTON & PATTON 
when you do, well really take it as a compliment, the First Name m Flowcharting 


(408 )778-655 7 http://ww 


x:(408)778-9972 
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The Learning Company 


cSpInISH d Speech 
Recognition- 

m Learn To Speak™ Spanish 6.0 

| The most comprehensive Spanish program on the market 
I today. Complete interactive course on 2 CD-ROMS. 

1 Real-life situations build a strong foundation in speaking, 
anding, reading, and writing Spanish. The Learning 
Company offers a wide variety of language learning products including complete 
courses and specific skill builders, available in Spanish, French. German, English, 
and Japanese 



an CD-ROM for the Mac and PC. 


1 - 800 - 290-4568 

P.O. Box 10746, Knoxville, TN. 37939 www.learningco.com | 


Keys 

To Success 


Earn your B.S. 

M.S. degree in 
Computer 
Science— 
without 
leaving 
home and 
without spending 
thousands of dollars. 



All Courses Home Study 
Increase your earning 
power 

Approved for tuition 
reimbursement by 
leading corporations 
C++, Using Windows, 

and Ada wmmmmmmmm 

courses AMERICAN 
available INSTITUTE 
Forfree COMPUTER 
information SCIENCES 

call 1-800- ACCREDITED MEMBER 

767-AICS 



efficient and organized self-study guides for: teachers, 
trainers, corporate training managers, technical support^ 
specialists or anyone on the path to certification. 

Contact: The IBID Corporation 

919 S.W. Grady Way, Dept. J, Renton, WA98055, 
800/752-9816, 206/228-9700, FAX 206/277-5818. 4 1 
Deptl@dty.edu or http//hal.dtyu.edu/~mc 
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Call SOO-877-4839 • ext. 44 


3.1 xCNE..^^^^" .$595* 

4.1 CNE.$695* 

3.1 x CNA.$210* 

4.1 CNA.$295* 

Netware 3 to 4.1 Update.$295* 

Netware Design Implementation . $295* 

Include: 3 . 1 / 4.1 cne (bundle).$ 1 , 190 * 

•Videos ‘Audio Cassettes ‘CD's 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
•Study Guides •Online Instructors 50 South Main, Pleasant Grove, UT 84062 
•Test Assessment http://www.uec.comm *$20 shipping 
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IMAGERS Digital Output Center 


(DIGITAL 
OFFSET 
COL R T 



Pro/$8»35mm /S.90 



Brochures 

Newsletters i 

Flyers... | 

Slides & Overheads 
4x5 8K Film Imaging 
54" Wide Color Posters 
Canon Digital Lasers 
Dye-Sub Color Prints 

800 - 398-5819 • 404 - 351-5800 

1575 Northside Dr. Ste.490 Atlanta 30318 

www.imagers.com ! 



(Down) Time is Money 

■ Remains in place during use...just type right 
through it 

■ Prevents costly repairs 

■ Soft, flexible, fits like a glove 

• Durable High-Tech Polymer lasts for years 

■ More than 1,000 custom fit models available 

■ The original SafeSlun® - Only $24.95 

Protect Your Entire System 

Dust Covers - All Models - All Styles 

Economical Vinyl from $6.95 each 
Breathable Fabric from $7.95 each 

Call Today: 1-800-627-7752 
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Get the best PC diagnostic package on the market: 

uniuersai Diagnostics loolhit 





44 PC Computing delivers buyers — 


they’re decision makers, they’re computer 
literate and they’re very definitely business 
oriented. It has a strong, positive impact 
on our sales. Advertising in PC Computing 
Premier is a win-win situation.?? 

—Ross Wolfley 
Vice President Marketing 
Capsoft Development Corp. 

PUT YOUR AD HERE AND WRITE YOUR OWN PC 
COMPUTING SUCCESS STORY. START ADVERTISING 

now! CALL 800-825-4237 TODAY! 
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Looking For A Data Compression Utility for Windows? 
There Is Only One Choice. 

PKZIPfor Windows 





^ The Data Compression A© 

\. “* / 

A/„ c . 


Save $20 and get 
PKZIPfor Windows for $29 
until April 30,1996. 

Plus $6 shipping & handling per item 
in the US and Canada. 


The growth of the Internet and the increased use of World Wide Web 
browsers is creating a greater need to compress data files. Saving disk 
space and saving on-line phone charges are big benefits of compressing 
data files with PKZ.Il' for Windows. PKZIP for Windows compresses 
files an average of 50-70% with many large text and database files 
compressing well over 90%. PKZIP's simple point-and-click interface lets 
you easily compress one file or all files on an entire hard drive, and store 
them in the .ZIP file. PKWARE® provides the best and fastest data 
compression technology on the market, try it and see! 

PKZIP for Windows allows you to easily open files created with PKZIP 
for DOS Version 2.04g. PKZIP is also compatible with Windows 3.1 or 
higher and Windows 95. 

Use PKZIP compression whenever you are: 

At Home 

The Internet contains many .ZIP files you can access through a World Wide 
Web browser. PKZIP also lets you archive files such as the digitized family 
photo album or annual budget in .ZIP files, saving you space on your hard 
drive. 

On the Road 

Use .ZIP files when sending email, storing presentations, or transferring 
files between your office PC and your laptop. 

At the Office 

Network and system administrators save space on their servers and reduce 
traffic over the intranet or corporate network using .ZIP files. 

Data compression is as important now as it was when hard drives were 
small and modems were slow. New software applications and the files they 
create continue to grow in size. Intranet and Internet traffic are growing at a 
phenomenal rate. These growing trends make zipping and unzipping data 
files an important utility for everyone who uses a personal computer. 


Call (414) 354-8699 



Other PKWfIRE Products 



I'M III increases your 
valuable disk space by 
compressing DOS and 
Windows 16-bit executable 
(.COM, .EXE and .DLLI 
files by an average of 45%. 
The operation of PKLITE 
is transparent, all you will 
notice is mote available 
disk space! Price $46 
Software developers, save disk space and media costs 
with smaller executables. You can distribute your 
software in a compressed form with PKLITE 
Professional.™ PKLITE Professional gives you an 
extra option to compress files so that they cannot be 
expanded by PKLITE. This discourages reverse 
. ■ engineering of your programs. Price $146 

The PKWARE Data Compression Library®products 
allow you to incorporate data compression 
technology into your software applications. The 
application pr~“.— . J .- 


the input and output 
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PCComputing 

buy-Sell-Trade" 

MEMORY 

WE CAN BEAT 
ANY PRINTED PRICE 
IN THIS MAGAZINE 

FOR MEMORY!!! 

WE CAN PAY HIGHER 
THAN ANY ONE FOR 
YOUR OLD or 
BROKEN MEMORY 

1 # 800*4*MEMORY 

HTTP://WWW.MEMORYMASTERS.C^- 1 


Marketplace 

readers 

are buyers. 66% 
of them bought 
hardware from 
a Marketplace ad 
in the last 12 
months. 

Advertise Here, 
Where Business 
Computing 
Buyers Buy 
Direct! 

Call 800-8254237 


i PC Computing Marketplace Subscriber Study 

May 1996 
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Z'nttp://www.compucover.com'\ 


KetSkm* 

Keyboard 

Protectors 

$18.95 


Dust Covers 

2- Piece Outfit $18.95 

3- Piece Outfit $19.95 
HP4, HP5 $13.95 
Any Deskjet $12.95 
Any Keyboard $ 4.95 

' {faction Guaranteed 



Pentium 150 MHz System $1539 
Pentium 166 MHz System $1749 

All SYSTEMS INCLUDE; 

✓Mini Tower Case 
*3.5" 1.44 MB Floppy 
nrlOl Enhanced Keyboard 
m3 Button Mouse 
MB SVGA Card (PCI/VLB) 
□44" SVGA .28 Monitor 
or850 MB Hard Drive 
s8MB/Pentium, 4MB/486 
^Choice of Windows 3.1 and 
DOS 6.22 or Windows 95 


CqmpuCdueh 

(800) 874-6391 

(904) 862-4448 
FAX (904) 863-2200 

V All Major Credit Cards Accepted J 

CIRCLE 506 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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BUYSELLTRADE 


We've Paid Up to $25 per Meg!!! 

We Buy, Sell and Trade Simms, Sojs, 
CPU's and Many Components, 

All Brands, All Styles 
We ll also sell you Major Brand Memory 
& CPU's for all your Computer Needs, 
including all Laptops, 

Notebooks, PC's, '* 

Printers, Spark 


,v4X CD Rom Kit ||70 

964-Bit Video (2MB) Pent. $70 
J ' ' Fax/Modem $48 

1 MB Ram $99 


FREE SHIPPING! _ 

P-90 W/8 RAM-540 HD, 

256K Cache, Mini Tower or 
Desktop Keyboard & Mouse 
DOS/WIN 3.1 or WIN 95 
less Monitor $1S39 
P-90 Dual Scan Laptop 


Call for A Quoted -For a Buy Back price 
We are Comes with a Lifetime Warranty | 

The Memory Exchange, Inc. 


)N READER SERVICE Cfi 



800-8674033 

NEXGEN®: 

Complete Upgrade Kit 


Sellers in this adl Our barebones 
kit will give you a screaming system 
'-“■- is. Simply 


while saving you thousands. 
Transfer your Hard Dri— 
Card and Peripherals. 


about an Hour!... And...! 



256K Cache, built-in 2X CDROM, 
I" IIU '"1111.1 MILS 
Speakers, Pointing 
:& AC Supply 


800718-2812 

Customer Service & Info 

s 804-452-2636 

1 VA Computer Co. 

“ Richmond, VA 

wMU&m _ 

)N READER SERVICE CARD 


_ w e most reputable 

circuit board manufacturer & distributor in the industry. Don’t make the mistake 
of buying ‘Throw-Away’ circuit boards from a company without any long term 
commitment to your satisfaction. If we sound like what you are looking 
for, please give us a call at 


• HSB Pentium® PCI MB, 256KCC, On- 
Board EIDE.AMI PnP FLASH BIOS...SCALL 

• HSB Pentium® PCI MB, 256KCC, On- 
Board EIDE/Video, AMI WinBIOS...$CALL 

• HSB Pentium Pro® PCI MB, 256KCC, On- 
Board EIDE.AMI PnP FLASH BIOS...$CALL 


• A 3 year warranty on all HSB circuit 

boards, covering both parts and labor. 

* SIM f M tl modufes an arid 0n aB 11 PGA CPU's. 
jII 60-day money-back guarantee, 
ring you can’t find a better value. 

[Local] 216-498-1356 [Fax] 2 


Here’s How You Can Own A New 
Pentium®-Class 586 starting at $309° 


NexGen 

90mhz Barebone Kit 

* NexGen Motherboard 

4-lsa slots, 3-PCI slots, 256k of 
cache, Mode 4 IDE controller, 
2-16C550 serial ports,1 prll. 

* Custom FCC Class B 
Mid-Tower 250watt 

* Installation Video 

* Upgrade kit: static wrist 
strap, screws, spacers and 
more! 



NexGen 

PF110mhz system 

* NexGen Motherboard 

4-lsa slots, 3-PCI slots, 256k of cache, 
Mode 4 IDE controller, 2-16c550 serial 
ports, 1 prll. Has a math Co-Processor! 

* 8 meg of Fast Page memory 

* 850mg Quantum hard drive 

* Trident Img Dram Video Card 

* Quad Speed CD-Rom 

* Sound blaster 16 sound card. 

* Custom FCC Class B Mid-Tower 

* 3 1/2” Floppy drive 

* Standard 104 “95” keyboard. 

* LogiTech 3 button Mouse. 

* Windows ‘95 preinstalled 

* 15” Nl .28dpi Monitor. 


Mode 4 IDE controller, 2-16C550 serial 
ports,1 prll. 

16meg of EDO memory. 

1.6 gig Quantum Fireball hd. 
2mg Vram Video Card 
Quad Speed CD-Rom. 

Sound blaster 16 sound card. 
Custom FCC “B” Mid-Tower. 

3 1/2” Floppy drive. 

Standard 104 “95” keyboard. 
Logitech 3 button Mouse. 
Windows ‘95 preinstalled. 
.Monitor. 


* 15” Nl ,28dpi N 
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Boards/Components/Chips/Mass Storage Devices/Networking/Online 


Computing 


We'll Pay YOU for 

Your Computer Memory 

has fT\ 1 x9 4x9 30 pin 

All \ \\ \\M 1x32 2x32 4x32 

(TTn ljo<^^^^ ix36 2x36 4x36 

\\® 8x36 72 pin 

Notebook. Lootoo. Subnote. Credit Card (1C DRAM) Modules 

1 CPU & MEMORY | 

1 x 9 - 70 (30pin) 1 MB.31 

4x9-70 (30pin) 4MB.96 

1 x 32/36 - (72pin) 4MB.81/85 

2 x 32/36 - (72pin) 8MB.162/176 

4 x 32/36 - (72pin) 16MB.306/334 

8 x 32/36 - (72pin) 32MB.718/794 

AMDDX2-66/4-133.41/97 

lntelDX2™66 / 4™100.76/95 

Intel Pentium®75/90.124/218 

Intel Pentium® 100/120.218/279 

Intel Pentium® 133 /166 / '200....CALL 

Trade In $ ANY SIMMS S Upgrade 

Memory, etc. 

1457 W. Southern Ave., Suite 18 

Mesa, AZ 85202 

SOJ, TSOP, ZIP, DRAM, VRAM, IBM * Over 30 Years Experience • We now Sell Memory & CPU's 

m — THE MEMORY LIQUIDATORS ^ 
800-718-7755 SSj" 

Hours: M-F 8-5 PST 531 Main St., El Segundo, CA 90245 • Ph. 310-326-5656 • Fax 310-326-7790 ° at *” 

1 (800) 760-7300 

V(602)833-0086 F(602)833-7112 
featuring wholesale prices 
that change with the market 


ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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1x9 1x8 30 PIN 

4x9 4x8 30 PIN 

2x36 2x32 72 PIN 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE | 

t Memory for all Printers, Notebooks, and Laptops | 

If you don’t see it Call 1 - 800 - 662-7466 

G4K DIPS University, Government 
and Corporate RO.'s with 

256K x 1 DIPS 

j£ 4rtjlSF i 

1MB x 1 DIPS Data Memory Systems Inc. | 

256K x 4 DIPS ESSS2S 


CNE Self-Study 


Seven manuals for each track 

3. lx Track $425 
4.1 Track $495 

PC Age CNE Training Manu¬ 
als are being used in training 
institutes all over the world 


CNE Test Master $95 


Software that has more than 2500 multiple 
choice practice questions for 11 Novell 
CNE tests covering both 3.lx & 4.1 tracks 

1-800-PCAGE-60 


1 - 800 - 662-7466 

Memory Upgrade Specialists Since 1987 


PC Age 
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http://www.hwdiy.net/home.MmJ 
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BASON HARD DRIVE WAREHOUSE 800-238-4453 


r 3.0GB SCSI 


43400N i 


*491, 


"1.0GB 

, *304* 
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PC Computing 


Computer Systems/Batteries/Software/Education/Muitimedia/CD ROM/Public Domain/Sharewore 



Take a Byte out of High Prices 

PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC., 800-266-2895 


INTEL PENTIUM 150/166 PCI $1399/1588 
INTEL PENTIUM 120/133 PCI $1199/1268 
INTEL PENTIUM 75 /100 PCI $999/1088 
486DX2-80/486DX4-100 VLB $865/899 

8 MB RAM, 1.44 MB FLOPPY DR., 1.27 GB HARD DR. 
PCI(PENT.)/VLB(486) IDE CONTLR, PCI(PENT.)/VLB(486) 
SVGACARD1 MB, 14" SVGA COLOR MONITOR .28 N.l. 
101 KEYBOARD, SERIAL MOUSE, MS WINDOWS 95 


4xCD ROM DR. W/SOUND CARD $119 
6XCD ROM DR. W/SOUND CARD $168 
WATT SPEAKERS $ 9 

50 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER $25 
120 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER $39 
180 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER $49 
SUBWOOFER $59 

ALTEC LANSING W/SUB WOOFER $139 
SOUND BLASTER 16 PLUG N PLAY $99 
SOUND BLASTER AWE32 (BULK) $119 


REPUTABLE 
SERVICE SINCE 
1987 ^ 

700MBINT. TAPE BACKUP $99 
800MBINT. TAPE BACKUP $149 
800MB EXT. TAPE BACKUP $169 
1.3 GB INT. TAPE BACKUP $199 
3.2 GB INT. TAPE BACKUP $299 
4 GB INT. TAPE BACKUP $369 

EXT 1GB SCSI HARD DR. $299 

MS NATURE KEYBOARD W95 $ 59 
14.4 INT. FAX/MODEM W/VOICE$49 
28.8 INT. FAX/MODEM $129 


PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC. TEL: 800-266-2895 OR 713-999-8899, FAX: 713-999-4460 

416-E N. SAM HOUSTON PKWY HOUSTON, TX 77060, M-F 9:30-6, SAT 10-3 2-YR. LABOR & 1-YR. PARTS WARRANTY 
Prices reflect 2% cash discount. Softwares & Printers are manufacturer warranty S not refundable. All returns must be made within 14 days from invoice date S subject to charge 
15% restocking fee. Defective items will be repaired or replaced at our discretion, Warranty does not cover softwares, damage due to accidents,misuse, or negligence. No refund 
after 30 days from invoice date. Damage or loss should be reported to carrier & must be shipped freight prepaid with original packing, manuals & RMA#. TX resident add 8.25%tx 



, xiolizinq in educational, 
business, & entertainment 
softuuare especially for 
home-users. 
(IBM-compatibles) 


FR€€ CATALOG 

iil/CHOSiSH Software Club™ 

1-800-444-1343 


PORTABLE COMPUTING 



PC Computing Marketplace 
Shoppers buy direct. In the 
last 12 months, almost half 
of the computer products 
and services they bought, 
they bought direct. 

Advertise Here, Where 
Business Computing 
Buyers Buy Direct! 

Call 800-8254237 Today! 


PC/COMPUTING 


We specialize in hard to find 
replacement Batteries 

Laptop/NB/PB, CMOS, 
camcorders, cameras, RC vehicles, 

| toys, cordless phones/drills/shavers, I 

I cellular, remotes, calculators, pet fences. I 

UPS/ LANS, Ni-Cads, 
chargers etc. 

We Rebuild! Call & Ask! 

OEM-Industrial-MRO-Wholesale-Retail | 
We stock what you ne 

No Minimums! 
sa/MC/AmX/Dicvr/COC 

Battery Express 

713 Gladstone Street 
arkersburg, WV USA 26101-5661 i 

800-666-2296 

304-428-2296 
Fax: 304 428-2297 24 horn 
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Home Study 

ACCREDITED 
B.S. DEGREE 

Computer Science 

Easy-to-study lessons in Multimedia, C, 
C++, Visual Basic, Assembly Language, 
Unix, Database Design, Cobol, Ada, 
Pascal, & many more lead to the only 
home-study BSCS degree accredited by 
an agency recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

Professional software & hardware 
provided at no extra charge. Programs 
in Computer & Electronics Engineering 
Technology as well. Over 44 years 
experience. Accredited by the Distance 
Education and Training Council. 

Free Catalog: 1(800) 955-2527 
GRANTHAM 
College of Engineering 

Grantham College Rd„ Slidell, LA 70469-5700 


TECRA 700CT €22^ 

TECRA 700CS 

TOSHIBA 

•Pentium" Blockbuster! • Multimedia Ready 

The World's Fastest Notebook! • Optional Quad-Speed 

• Pentium" 120 MHz With PCI Bus CD-Rom Drive ■ ■ 

• 700CS SMB - 700CT16MB • Windows 95 Installed 

•Active Color 11.3’Display • Deskstation VMultimedia JKtEL! 

• 1.26 GB Hard Drive Docking Station ’ I ‘ -4fnU 

TOSHIBA TECRA 700CT $5??? TECRA 700CS 


400CDT 
400CS 
410CDT 
410CS 
61 OCT 
T2105 
T2105CS 
T2155CDT 
T2400CS 
T2400CT 
T3400CT 
T3600CT 
. T 48° 0CT 
^TIOOCS 
T2130CT 
T4900CT 


Pentium 75 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 90 
Pentium 90 
Pentium 90 
486DX2/50 
486DX2/50 
486DX4/75 


486DX2/50 

486DX4/75 

Pentium™/75 

486DX4/75 

Pentium™/75 


8MB 772MB+CD 10.4 Active Clr 

8MB 772MB 10.4 Dual Scan 

8MB 772MB+CD 11.3 Active Clr 

8MB 772MB 11,3 Dual Scan 


8MB 686MB 
4MB 250MB 
4MB 330MB 
8MB 520MB 
4MB 250MB 
3MB 250MB 
4MB 250MB 
8MB 500MB 
8MB 500MB 
8MB 510MB 
8MB 520MB 
8MB 810MB 


9.5 Active Clr 
9.5" Mono 
10.4' Dual Scan 
10.4" Active Clr 
9.5" Dual Scan 
8.4" Active Clr 
8.4" Active Clr 
8.4’ Active Clr 
9.5" Active Clr 
10.4" Dual Scan 
10.4’Active Clr 
10.4" Active Clr 


$4298. 

$3198. 


$1498. 

$1798. 

$1498. 


$2598. 

$4498. 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED!! 

(714) 282-9100 or (714) 282-9400 Fax 
Internet Address: FCSI @ ix.netcom.com 

. ‘FCS is not responsible for any typographical errors, 

•Advertised prices refect 3% cash discount 

•Some of the advertised products are tactorydose-outs or reconditioned. 


Future Computing Solutions, Inc. 
22835 Savi Ranch Pkwy, Suite C 
Yorba Linda,CA 92687 
(714) 282* 9100 • (714) 282 • 9400 Fax 
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SIEGEL V. SYNCRONYS, et al. 

Case No. 95 CH 12257 
SUMMARY NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION AND 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT 
TO: ALL PERSONS WHO PURCHASED 
SOFTRAM OR SOFTRAM95 

The purpose of this summary notice is to inform all Class Members of 
the proposed settlement of the lawsuit brought against Syncronys 
Softcorp. in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. As explained 
in detail in a notice of class action and proposed settlement which 
will be distributed by mail (the “Mailed Notice”), if you purchased 
SoftRAM or SoftRAM95 on or before March 15, 1996, you are a mem¬ 
ber of the Settlement Class and your rights will be affected by the 
legal proceedings in this action. You are encouraged to read this 
Notice and the Mailed Notice in their entireties. You have a right to 
request exclusion from the Settlement Class but you must do so by 
June 15, 1996 by following the procedures outlined in the Mailed 
Notice, If you do not request exclusion from the Settlement Class, the 
of the settlement and judgment will be binding as to you. 

Generally, the proposed settlement, which has been preliminarily 
approved by the Court, provides that in exchange for releasing all 
against Syncronys Softcorp. and its distributors and retail¬ 
ers in connection with SoftRAM or SoftRAM95, Class Members may 
be entitled to (1) a full refund or a free software upgrade or free 
software, at the Class Member’s election, and (2) coupons which 
may be used in connection with the purchase of other Syncronys 
products.A hearing will be held on June 24, 1996 at 10:30 a.m. 
before the Honorable Aaron Jaffe in Courtroom #2405, Circuit 
Court of Cook County, Illinois to determine whether the proposed 
settlement, including payment of attorneys’ fees, is fair, reasonable 
and adequate, and whether a final judgment should be entered 
approving it and dismissing the lawsuit against Syncronys. You may 
appear personally or by counsel; if you do not appear you will be 
represented by Class Counsel. To object, you must file a written 
objection, received by the Court by June 15, 1996. 


IF YOU BELIEVE YOU ARE A MEMBER OF THE SETTLEMENT CLASS 
AND HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE MAILED NOTICE, YOU SHOULD 
REQUEST A COPY BY TELEPHONE (1-800-335-4059). PLEASE DO 
NOT CONTACT THE COURT FOR INFORMATION. ALL QUESTIONS 
RELATING TO THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT SHOULD BE 
DIRECTED IN WRITING TO THE PLAINTIFFS’ CLASS COUNSEL, 
LARRY D. DRURY, ESQ., 180 NORTH LA SALLE ST., #2416, 
CHICAGO, IL 60601, OR BEN BARNOW, ESQ., 105 W. 
MADISON, 22ND FLOOR, CHICAGO, IL 60602. 


FREE! 

Lotus 
1«2*3 R5 
with your 
purchase of 
Canon BJ200e\ Printer: 


Special Offer! 

While Supplies Last 


Order # *528 Value Only 

XK85408A $£49 

, Call for 
FREE! 

Software A 
Hardware 
Catalog! 

ORDER NOW! 

-800-851-2917 

FAX: 908-888-9449 


Rim 


Internet 


■smmmmmm ~ Launcher 
Software 
• Get On-Line 
Immediately! 

• Telnet To Other BBS’s 

• 128 High Speed (28.8k) 
Modems 

• Surf The World Wide Web 

• New User Help Menus 

• Huge IRC & MUD Menus 

• POP-Mail, PINE, Elm, E-mail 
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Guaranteed 
Quality 

Microstore 

800-962-8885 
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PC Computing 


me cut 

tU FREE cut 

tu fzee cut 


TELNET 

TO 

TALK.nel 

or 
Call 

217 - 322-1414 

MBBS-World Group 
Unlimited Access 
http://www.talk.net 
All TVel&wte % (Zliat 
Gay'Straight'Bi 
Swingers 

(Must be 21+) 



'•The Ultimate Connection* 


1 - 217 - 792-3663 


CHALLENGE! EVERY EXCIT 
TOTAL TOY CONTROL!!! W 
INTERACTIVE, “FI 

SS'* 

ITuTJTl 

I CD-ROMs Available Too 

TO ORDER CALL .- 

I-WSIXY'4'CD 

C AX • 1(310)275-7198 •- 

http://zanesex.com/zan~ 
E__.ii.--~acificnet.ru 



BBS HOT LIST 

QytCtytes 

UQ 

24 Hour Live Women Online Uncensored Chat 

File Libraries • 8 N1 Up to 28.8 

Credit Cards Chifiae 954-725-0705 


24 Hour Free International BBS 

JEL 

Uncensored Chat • Huge File Libraries • 8 N1 

mi r^ apph 011-852-1729-0912 

11 |39&M MEAT 

24 Hour Free Uncensored BBS 

Hot Live Chat • Huge File Libraries • 8 H1 

Inf 1. Rates Apply 011 -852-1729-0914 

1 yXOdJl 
iiMffiiBP 

http://www.adultsex.com 

Adults Only 18+ 


Interactive Adult CD-ROM 


Baby's Got Butt.$28.99 .Oriental Action.$2.... 

Big Bust Babes Volume 1.$19.95 Penthouse Select-A-Pet Volume 1 $27.95 

Celebrity Nudes.$22.95 Penthouse Virtual Photo Shoot ...558.95 

Centerfold and Covergirls.$19.95 Pink Passion.$22.95 

Deep Throat Girls.SI 9.95 Pleasure Zones.$29.95 

Dirty Bob’s Xcellent Adventure...$29.95 Private Prison.S44.95 

Electric Swing.$29.95 Samurai Pervert.$46.99 

Elements of Desire.$32.99 Sexual Instinct.$21.95 

Erotic Virtual Sampler 1.$ 9.95 Superstars of Japanese Pom ....$44.95 

Girls,of Vivid Volume 1 or 2.$19.95 Tabloid Beauties.$29.95 

Int. Adv. of Seymore Butts 1 or 2..S46.95 Taste of Erotica.$ 6.99 

Interactive Sex Therapy.$44.95 Touch Me, Feel Me.$19.95 

Lust Connection.$39.95 Treasures of Spice.$ 6.99 

Mind Teazzer I or II.$31.99 Vampire’s Kiss.$44.95 

Nasty Parts.$39.95 Virtual Vixens.$37.95 


cauushvo rreijueni ouyei rruyrum pays you duck lor ou 
- ■. -P-^ SF- MUST BE2 " 7 


'S you back for buyin 

Call 1-800-275-1734 

_ m 

MUST BE 21 TO ORDER 


% Featuring the Worlds Finest 
Pro, Amateur & Rare, 

"hard to get" Images 
o Live On-Line Chat 
^Nc 

around the Globe! 

% Completely UNCENSORED! 

9 FREE ACCESS 
$ FREE DOWNLOADS 
9 NO subscription / NO credit card. 
% Daily Updates 

One Call Does It All! 

'$ Modem: 011-639-888-77-8333 

% New Feature 

Talk Live on the World Party Line!: 

1-809-474-1051 (voice) 
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Advertise Here, 
Where Business 
Computing Buyers 
Buy Direct! 

Call 800-825-4237 
Today! 


PC Computing 
Marketplace 
Shoppers buy 
direct. In the 
last 12 months, 
almost half of 
the computer 
products and 
services they 
bought, they 
bought direct. 





















































































PC Computing 


GAY MEN! 

Hundreds of Local 
Access Numbers! 

For Your Local Numbers 
Logon Instructions Call: 

voice: (800) 949-2668 
Modem: (415) 703-8200 


More than 
three-quarters of 
PC Computing 
subscribers 
look at 
these ads! 

Advertise Here, 

Where 

Computing 

Business Buyers 

Buy Direct! 

800 - 825-4237 

Today! 


[ Source: 1994 PC Computing Marketplace Subscriber Study 


PC/COMPUTING 



IT’s The LATEST 
IT’S The HOTTEST 
CHECK IT OUT 

DOS Win 95 & Mac Files 
E-Mail Around the World 

IM a-m 

(No per min./hrly fees) Must be Adult to Access 






E2ZZZ22Z3CEa 


MAGAZINES 


FETISH MALL 


/^JiTthis for onelmr "n. 
Kjno nthty price $9. 95y 

Immediate Secure 
Connections with VISA/MC 

Must be over 18 

http://www.peepshow.com 


)N READER SERVICE CARD 


PC Computing Marketplace 
Shoppers buy direct. In the 
last 12 months, almost half 
of the computer products 
and services they bought, 
they bought direct. 

Advertise Here, Where 
Business Computing 
Buyers Buy Direct! 

Call 800-825-4237 Today! 


VWL\ I nteractive — 

'% li/ Live Nude 

“^Video Conferencing 

SEE Beautiful Women 

STRIP LIVE FOR YOU! 

Using your modem • Visit our Web Site at 
http://www.hotcat.com 
Call our Computer BBS at I-800-555-3638 

HOTCAT LIVE 


L 


Order by Phone l-800-LIVE-\ 

For details call our recorded explanation I 

at I *800*555*5488 


Your must be 11 years old to view this service 
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017 - 322-1999 
Super Sexy Chat 
Super Sexy Chat 
Super Sexy Chat 

ALWAYS FREE!!! 
Chat'IRC 
FTP,Telnet 
News & GIFS 


Ail Welcome *7o- (3ha( 

Gay-Straight-Bi 

Swingers 

(Must be 21+) 


► diiTrrTinib 

t 415 - 703-8899 
t < arr?ns > 

l 800 - 947-0936 


1 


BBS 

EROTICfi 


The most adult 
BBS available 


The Finest Images 


1000s of GIFs. JPEGs. Multi¬ 
media, Shareware and more! 


fidult classifieds from around 
the Globe 


No subscription/No Credit Card 


011 852 1729 4982 


p http://odyssey.ody.com 

t 8 - N - 1 M“l»0nly 


World Wide BBS 

011 . 852 . 1729.8858 


AduCt files + Cm 
Oh-Cine Hostesses 
instant access—call from 
anywhere—get in! 


Must be over 18 • Int. rales apply 


MTOY/4 DRG/W 

Adult live video on you PC! 

Free Video Conference software 
your own private live model 
modem to modem—18+ only 
send $5 ck/mo for S & H: 

NTP Inc. 4045 Sheridan Ave.,#410 
Miami Beach, FL 33140 
http://www.blushing.com 
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For an extremely low price, you can have high performance and easy installation from the modem 
PC Magazine called “most bang for the buck.”The Practical Class 288 is a great modem for a small 
office, home office or for your own personal use. It features 28,800 bps transmission speeds and 
easy-to-use data/fax software to get you up and running on the Internet fast.The_Practical Class 288 
is backed by 7 day technical support and a Jifetime limited warranty What B^PRACT/CAL 

SPERIPHERALS 


a value! For more information, call us at 800-964-2937, ext. 270 or use 
PRACTIFAX at 800-225-4774 and select document 3080. 


f ProClass 288 EZ-Port™ 230K bps throughput. EZ-Port 
: pop-out telephone connector. Uses 90% less battery 
: power than other modems. Compatible with all major 
I PCMCIA notebook computers. Flash memory supports 
- easy upgrades. 5 year limited warranty. 


ProClass PC288LCD V.34 Exceptional performance and 
unique vertical design. Large LCD text display provides 
50+ status messages. Easy to use menu buttons. 230K 
bps throughput.Windows data and fax communications 
software. Lifetime limited warranty. 


© 1996 Practical Peripherals. Phone: 770840-9966. Fax: 7707344601. BBS: 7707344600. E-mail: support@practinet.com.Web Site: http://www.practinet.com. 
Practical, the Practical Peripherals logo, ProClass, and EZ-Port are trademarks of Practical Peripherals. ‘Estimated street price-your price may vary. 
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Moving Presentations 

Want to make a multimedia- 
rich, interactive presentation? 
Scala’s Multimedia MM 100 
requires no scripting and lets 
you easily integrate video, 
animation, and audio CDs. 
Multimedia MM100 / Scala / 

[800) 947-2252 / $249 list price / 
Reader Service No. 861 



Mobile Multimedia 

For on-the-fly multimedia, 
Panasonic released the first 
true quad-speed portable CD- 
ROM drive, the KXL-D740 
(below). It has a 600Kbps 


transfer rate, and is easy to 
transport since it needs just six 
AA batteries to run. 

KXL-D740 / Panasonic / 

C800) 742-8086 / $499 list price / 
Reader Service No. 86a 


Touch and Go 

Add a little color to your 
workspace with Cirque’s new 
stand-alone touch pad, the 
Touch n’ tap. It’s a good 
mouse replacement, and better 
yet, it dares to be different by 
sporting a powder blue shell. 

Touch n’ tap / Cirque / [800} 454-3375 / 
$45 est. street price/ 

Reader Service No. 86j 


Pass It Along 

Total Control 

The way you conduct 
business has changed 
drastically in the last ten years. 
Information is the name of the 
game, and you’re bombarded 
with it—faxes, e-mail, phone 
calls, the list goes on. Want 
your business to be 
successful? Then it needs to be 
information-sawy, with the 
proper arsenal to handle 
the terabytes of text, video, 
and sound that run in and out 
of your office every day.... 
Digital Swiss Army Knife 
While multifunction devices 
caused quite a stir last year, 
many people didn’t think 
they would need a second 
printer. Lumina Office 
Products’ Lumina 2096 
(above right) features a 
400-dpi scanner/fax/ copier 
with all the software you’ll 
need, and the ability to store 
up to 152 fax numbers. It 
doesn’t include a printer, so 
it’s very affordable ($399 est. 

street price; 800-586-4620)_ 

Internet for Everyone i 

Performance Technology’s 
Instant Internet (below) is 
ideal for small offices ready to 
step up from analog modems. 




Job Juggling: The Lumina handles it 
all-scanning, faxing, and copying. 


Instant Internet 
attaches to any 
network running 
NetWare, and 
supports up to 50 
users, by way of a 
lOBase-T Ethernet 
connection and a 
shared ISDN 
modem. It delivers 
great Internet 
performance and is 
easy to manage ($4,195 est. 

street price; 800-784-4638)_ 

Share Ideas Remotely 
ForeFront Group’s 
RoundTable lets you use 
existing Internet connections 
to meet others online to share 
video, audio, text, and 
graphics. Although you can’t 
talk face to face, you can share 
files so everyone’s on the same 
page. Check out a free 
evaluation copy at 
ForeFront’s Web site, 
www.ffg.com (starting at $495 
list price; 800-867-1101).... 


Fish It Out Forgot again 
where you saved a document? 
DEX’s Enfish will find it for 
you. It indexes every piece of 
text in every file on your 
computer or network, and 
filters through to important 
information. It also serves as a 
completely open-ended way 
to share information through 
discussion threads and e-mail 
($200 est. street price; 
818-577-0044).jack lyon 

Reader Service Numbers: Lumina 
2096, 864; Instant Internet, 86$; 
RoundTable, 866; Enfish, 867 


SO DEDUCT IT 


VFX1 HEADGEAR 



What you tell your 
accountant: 

“I have neck strain from 
looking away from my 
monitor to answer the 
phone. With my monitor 
always in front of me, I’ll 
improve productivity and reduce 
the risk of repetitive strain injury.” 

What you tell your friends: 

“Doom marathon at my house!” 


VFX1 HeadGear / Forte Technologies / (800) 436-7838 / 
$999 est. street price / Reader Service No. 868 
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Usability Test 


Click-and-Save Snapshots 


F 

I s 


1 rom stereo-rich audio to satellite television, digital 
1 technology has vastly improved the quality of what you 
see and hear. However, the current round of digital 
cameras won’t leave you grinning—their image quality isn’t 
quite there yet. Our usability testers unanimously agreed 


, 

r 



O*-- * 

s 



it 



that the five digital cameras 
we reviewed—Eastman 
Kodak’s Digital Science 
DC50, Ricoh’s RDC-1, 
Dycam’s Dycam 10-C, 
Apple’s QuickTake 150, and 
Connectix’s QuickCam— 
don’t come close to delivering 
the picture quality of a point- 
and-shoot film camera. 

If you have the time, 
you’ll get a better image by 
scanning a 35mm print on 
an inexpensive flatbed 



Best Buy: The DC50 is our testers’ top 
choice for good, lifelike image quality 
at a reasonable price. 

Digital Science DC50 / Eastman Kodak / 

[800) 235-6325 / $1,000 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 869 


fESs“ 


want to buy a scanner, or 
you can’t wait for one-hour 

work calls for tons of 
electronic images, one of 
these cameras might be up 
your alley. Each sample 
photo is shown at highest 
resolution. Variations in 


images are due to differences 
in resolution, lens shape, 
and other camera features. 

Birds of a Feather Each of 
these cameras internally stores 
at least a dozen images, 
includes a built-in flash, and 
lets you instantly develop 
photos by downloading the 
images to your computer via a 
standard serial cable. A few of 
the cameras also let you store 
images on credit-card-size 
flash-memory 
PC cards. 

Cameras that 
use PC cards have 
an advantage 
because the cards 
quickly transfer 
data from 
the camera to 
your PC. 

If you’re a 
camera buff, be 
forewarned that 
digital cameras 
aren’t as 
sophisticated as film cameras. 
Digital cameras don’t have 
preflash—the rapid-fire flash 
that precedes an actual shot to 
help minimize the red-eye 
effect in photos. And none of 
the cameras have through- 
the-lens focusing, so expect 
trouble when centering 
close-ups. Only the RDC-1 
lets you view shots stored in 
the camera. If you think of 


what was state of the 
art in 35mm cameras 
about 15 years ago, 
you have a good idea 
of what digital cameras 
offer you. 

Perfect Paparazzi 

Simply put, Kodak’s DC50 
delivers the most flash for the 
cash. Its standard zoom lens 
focuses down to 19 inches, 
but there’s no provision for a 
special close-up lens. On the 
plus side, the DC50 stores 
images on industry-standard 
ATA-2 PC cards. 

Operating the DC50 is 
simple: Slide open the lens 
cover, point, zoom, and then 
click. Transferring pictures to 
a PC is easy, too. The 
included PhotoEnhancer 
software automatically senses 
which port to use, and offers a 
wide array of touch-up 
options. However, 
testers faulted 
PhotoEnhancer for 
eschewing 
industry-standard 
terms in favor of 
descriptive but 
nonstandard ones, 

Our testers 
singled out the 
DC50 for creating 
the most lifelike 
images, with very 
good detail and 
color fidelity. Like 


Clarify vs. Color: The RDC-1 has great 
resolution, but color fidelity isn’t solid. 


the other cameras tested, the 
DC50 exhibited a significant 
yellow-to-green shift. But 
light flesh-tones came 
through surprisingly well. 

Camera Cornucopia 

Roughly the size and weight 
of a cellular phone, Ricoh’s 
RDC-1 slips easily into a shirt 
pocket, and has so many 
features it sits in a category by 
itself. It has a detachable LCD 
monitor to view stored 
pictures; the ability to record 
5-second-long full-motion 
videos with sound; a 
television hookup (even 
SuperVHS); and a dial-up 
feature that lets you send 
pictures via modem to a 
CompuServe mailbox or to 
another RDC-1 camera. 



Digital Dilemma: The Dycam 10-C’s 
images could be better, and proprietary 
memory cards make it expensive to use. 

Dycam 10-C / Dycam / [800) 883-9226 / 

$999 est. street price / Reader Service No. 8 7 i 
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Get PaperEASE at: 

micro CEn zz* 


1 - 800 - 774-6291 

extension 1335 


FWiPOC 


The Primax PaperEASE makes 
fast work of all your daily tasks. 

With PaperEASE, copying, fax- 

ing, scanning, e-mailing and iSHU 

electronic filing are as simple 

as pushing a button. Simply insert your originals to start 

scanning. Up to 10 at a time. Panels like your copier and fax 

machine pop up for the quantity or fax number. That’s all there 

acDeskpad - a is to it. PaperEASE does the rest. Want to 

□ Competition make changes? No problem with the easy- 

□ oZm to use Control Panel. Simply drag the 

□ document onto your favorite word proces¬ 
s’^ onV sor icon and drop. Xerox TextBridge ” OCR 
———— converts text on the fly. You’re ready to 
HHj |§ | |§$ j jifl edit right now. Want to create file catalogs 
■BbI with thumbnail previews? Or send e-mail? 


PaperEASE does it as fast as you can say it. Drag. Drop. You’re 

done. Setup is just as easy. Install --- 

the SoftFile software in Windows. \ J 
Connect to your parallel port. And ““ 

go to work. So before you buy a ^ ^ 

document scanner, first compare 
PaperEASE. You won’t find anything 


nearly as easy to use at anywhere near the price. What you do 
m c+ .^„ 4 .1 with the rest of your day is up to you. 


m Start 


PRIMAX ELECTRONICS 


«SE - ONE-TOUCH FAXING .COPYING. DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SCANe 
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"★★★★ The mixture of 
video and computerized 3D 
animation is unparalleled...in all, 
another Star Wars triumph.'' 

-USA TODAY 


'...STUNNING..the finest game 
I've ever played.” 

- Multimedia World 


-STAR. WARS' 


"...this sequel goes galaxies 
beyond the original..." 

-Entertainment Weekly 


(I HEN ADVENTURE IN TIE S1HH HHHS SAGA. 

FILMED EXCLUSIVELY BV LUGASARTS ENTERTAINMENT. 

Rebel Assault II: The Ridden Empire™ is a tolalln fresh, completelq original chapter in the forms universe. With movie-quality live action video-incorporating props, 
sets and costumes from the Storms trilogy. Enhanced 3-0 graphics. Plus an all-neui storyline. It's more than a sequel. It's the neiu standard in interactive space combat. 
Available on PC CD-ROM [DOS. Windows OS™ and Macintosh). Chech out Rebel Assault II at LucasArts uieh site: http://uiunu.lucasarts.com 
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Usability Test 




Quickly Outdated: Once a leader, 

Apple’s QuickTake has fallen behind, 
but it still offers a low price. 

QuickTake 150/ Apple Computer/(800] 538-9696/ tones washed OUt 
$479 est. street price / Reader Service No. 872 in bright, natural 

light. Still, its 

picture quality under most 
conditions was better than 
that of the other cameras. 

If money is not a primary 
concern, this is your camera. 


Our testers liked the 
RDC-l’s simple design and 
well-marked buttons—until 
they tried to transfer pictures 
from the camera to a PC. At 
that point, the buttons take on 
different meanings, and their 
functions are often obscure. 

When it comes to picture 
quality, the RDC-1 is a mixed 


Deceiving Looks 

Externally, Dycam’s Dycam 
10-C is virtually identical to 
Kodak’s DC50. The buttons 


work the same way; even the 
LCD panel with all the. 
operating information 
behaves the same. But 
don’t let appearances fool 
you: The cameras are quite 
different. On the plus side, 
the Dycam has a lens mount 
that holds various lenses, 
letting you focus down to 
5 inches. 

On the minus side, the 
Dycam uses 
nonstandard PC 
Card storage that 
makes it much 


digital cameras. 
And our testers 
found that the 
Dycam’s picture 
quality doesn’t 
stand up to the 
DC-50’s: Both 



Quick Shot How fast things 
change. Less than a year ago, 
Apple’s QuickTake 150 
represented the cutting edge 
in digital cameras. Now, it 



Eye to Eye: The QuickCam is a solid, 
inexpensive black-and-white option. 



HOW IT WORKS 


Storage: After an image is 
processed, it moves to the 
camera’s memory, a 
removable memory card, or 
another storage medium. The 
images can then be 
transferred to a PC via a serial 
cable and loaded into an 
image-editing package or 
sent to a printer. 


Image Conversion: The electrical impulses from the CCD pass 
through an analog-to-digital converter chip, which translates the 
CCD charges into a raw digital format. A digital signal processor 
(DSP) chip in the camera then adjusts the contrast and detail in the 
image, and compresses it for storage. 


Exposure: Instead 
of focusing on 
objects through a 
lens as with most 
35mm film 
cameras, digital 
cameras use fixed 
viewfinders. This makes 
focusing on a single object 
and controlling light exposure 
ficult. When you take a picture, 
the shutter behind the lens flips 
open and light lands on a 
photosensitive chip called a 
charge-coupled device [CCD], 
which records the image. 
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Point and Pick 



Kodak 

DC50 

Ricoh 

RDC-1 

Dycam 

10-C 

Apple 

QuickTake 150 

Connectix 

QuickCam 

Best Resolution* (dpi] 

756 by 504 

768 by 576 

640 by 480 

640 by 480 

320 by 240 

Highest-Resolution Pictures 
(with 8MB PC Card) 

63 

81 

43 

16 (no card) 

Not applicable 

Lens (35ipm zoom range) 

37mm to 50mm to 

lllmm 150mm 

•SHOWN IN SAMPLE PICTURES O 

38mm to 

50mm (fixed) 

38mm (fixed) 


falls way behind the rest. (Its 
bargain price may override 
some of its deficiencies, 
however.) The QuickTake 
150 has no zoom ability, no 
PC Card storage, and its lens 
can focus down to only 4 feet. 

There’s one bright spot, 
though: Color fidelity on the 
QuickTake rivals that of 
Ricoh’s RDC-1. But the 
QuickTake’s resolution and 
clarity still don’t compare. 

Pictures for Pennies 

If you just need small black- 
and-white photos, and you 
can pose your subject near 


your PC, why go through all 
the point-and-click 
rigmarole? Connectix’s $99 
QuickCam—best known 
as an inexpensive 
videoconferencing camera— 
has all the hardware and 
software you need to take 
decent 64-grayscale pictures 
and save them in BMP or 
PCX format. All you do is 
hook up the camera to your 
parallel port, click on the 
Picture button, and you’re 
done. What could be easier? 

All things considered, 
your choice comes down to 
price and image quality. 


Kodak’s DC50 is the best 
all-around choice, with its 
outstanding quality and 
$1,000 price. It’s also our 
usability winner. For 
relatively high-resolution 
images and plenty of control, 
Ricoh’s RDC-1 is a good 
choice, but it’ll cost you. If 
you’re on a tight budget, 
Apple’s QuickTake 150 is a 
no-frills but solid bargain. 
Finally, if you merely want 
to take pictures as a matter 
of record or need black-and- 
white images, Connectix’s 
QuickCam will do a 
fine job. WOODY LEONHARD 



Our Usability Labs took 
hundreds of pictures, 
settling on two subjects 
that most clearly showed 
the differences between 
the cameras: a studio 
shot of a Macbeth 
ColorChecker Color 
Rendition Chart and 
a portrait of a 
person outside. 

Our testers looked at 
the pictures as they 
appeared on a Nanao 
monitor. The monitor 
was hooked up to a 
Windows 95 PC running 
Micrografx's Picture 
Publisher and using 
Diamond’s Stealth64 
PCI card rigged for 
24-bit color. 

When our testers tried 
printing several of the 
reference shots, they 
found that the printers 
yielded different results. 
This detracted from their 
ability to judge image 
quality onscreen. 

All of the cameras 
offer economy modes 
that increase the number 
of pictures you can store 
in a given amount of 
memory, but negatively 
affect image quality. 
These modes don’t 
change the amount of 
information the camera 
gathers when you click 
on the shutter; instead, 
they control the degree 
of compression. Our 
usability testers also 
determined how easy 
it was to choose camera 
settings, transfer images 
to a computer, and clean 
out the cameras’ storage 
to allow room for 
more shots. 



































The new Epson PhotoPC color digital camera, 
so amazing we can’t express it in words, 

but we can (n pictUTeS. 



$499* 


EPSON PHOTOPC IS THE QUICKEST, EASIEST AND MOST AFFORDABLE WAY TO BRING PICTURES INTO YOUR COMPUTER. 

Simply point the camera and shoot the pictures. Then download them into your computer. You'll get pictures in more than 16 million colors with 
true 640 X 480 pixel resolution. Whether you're at work, on the road or at home, you'll create electrifying letters, reports, presentations and 
E-mail. PhotoPC offers maximum flexibility, too. With expandable memory, you can store from 32 pictures up to 160 and you can add lenses or 
filters that enable close-up, wide angle or special effect shots. Best of all, PhotoPC comes with everything you need to get started right out of 
the box, including the cable and easy-to-use software. PhotoPC also works with all Windows® software and any printer. Now what you see can 
become what you print. For more information, call 1-800-BUY-EPS0N and ask for operator 3050 or visit our Web site at http://www.epson.com. 


YOU’VE GOT TO SEE IT IN 


EPSON 


color: 


*At participating dealers. EPSON is a registered trademark of Seiko Epson Corp. PhotoPC is a trademark of Epson America, Inc. Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corp. ©1996 Epson America, Inc. 


J. 












Advertiser Index 


For free information on th 


corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 291-292. 


3D/Eye 

3M Consumer Stationary Division 


AcerAmerica 167 

Adaptec 

Advanced Logic Research 119 

196 

American Power Conversion Corp. 186 
136 

ATI Technologies Inc. 291 

Best PowerTechnology Inc. * 


BusLogic 
Caere Corpc 
Canon Computer Systems Inc. 
Compaq Computer Corporation 
Compaq DirectPlus 

CompuServe 
Computer Bookclub 
Computer City 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

Computer Life 
Connectix 


Crosstalk / Attachmate 
Cybermedia 

Dell Computer Corporation 


Diamond Multimedia 

Digital Equipment Corporation 

Ditek/MGI 

Epson America Inc. 


Everex Systems 
Fieldworks Inc. 

First Source International 
Fujitsu MicroElectronics 
Gateway 2000 

Global Village Communication 
Hewlett-Packard 
HP Colorado Memory Systems 
Hitachi/NSA 
IBM infoSage 


247-249 
237-239 
224 W95 
260-261 
262-263 


247 233 W95 PSI (Performance Systems lnt'0 150 

226 38 Play Inc. 194 

176 242-243 Polywell Computers 116 

207 95 Portrait Display Labs 187 

* 97-103 Practical Peripherals 253 

* 168-169 Primavera 214 

* 63 Primax Electronics Inc 249 

178 11 ProCD 


195 W95 
190W95 


Logitech 
Lucas Arts 
MAG InnoVision 
Mannesmann Tally 
Map Info 

Matrox Electronics 
Megahertz Corporation 
Memory Express 
Microfield Graphics 
Miorografx, Inc 
MicroHelp Inc. 

Micron Electronics 


165 Microsoft Corp. 


252 
226 W95 
C5-C8 
16-17 
146-147 
206 W95 
130-131 
132-133 
48-49 
193W95 
289 


Microsoft Press 

MultiActiveTechnologies Inc. 

Nationwide 

NEC Technologies Inc. 

Netcom 

Newsoft 

NRI Schools 

Number Nine Computers 
Palm Computing Inc. 

Para Systems / MinuteMan 
PCs Compleat 


229 W95 Prodigy 


85 IBM PC Direct * 

87 

89 In Focus Systems Inc. 240 

W95 Intel Corporation 

W95 Iomega Corporation 

21 KDSUSA 152 

2-3 KODAK DIGITAL SCIENCE Solutionsl 18 
-181 LA Trade 


182W95 
221 W95 


108-109 
234 W95 
212 W95 
61 

205 W95 
54-55 
119-125 
12-13 
78-81 
52 

160-161 
231 W95 
C2-C4.1 
47 

185W95 

257-259 


ProGen Systems Technology In 
Qualitas MAX 8 
Quantex Micro Systems 
Rose Electronics 153 

Seagate Technology 245 

Software Publishing Corporation * 
Sybase Corporation 126 

Symantec Corporation 211 

182 

Tektronix, G.P.I.D. 123 

Texas Instruments Inc. 165 

Toray 

Toshiba 215 

Touchstone Software Corporation 172 
Traveling Software Inc 234 

TurtleBeach 157 

Twinhead Corporation 159 

U.S. Robotics Inc. 

Vertisoft Systems 324 


) 285 

i 188-189 W95 

* 157-158 

! 194W95 

1 213 W95 

* 199-203 W95 

1 251 


Viagrafix Software 103 

ViewSonic 171 

Visio 

VisionTek 189 

Visioneer 243 

Western Digital 

WinBook Computer Corp. 170 

WorldwideTechnologies 252 

251 

Xerox Corporation 

Xerox/Desktop Document System ‘ 
Xircom 


184W95 

215W95 


214W95 

198W95 


ZD Nt 


101 


170 


W95=fld in Windows 95 Buyers Section. 

Direct to You Section 235-263 

PC/Computing Marketplace 264-281 
Windows 95 Buyers Section 182-234 












Inflow PRODUCTS FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE: 

■ 11IIUA For free information, circle the corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 291. 






































































Index 


PRODUCTS FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE: 

For free information, circle the corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 291. 


PAGE SERVICE 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


Extensa Model 450, 


Innova Book 350CD, Canon 
Latitude XPi P120ST, 

Dell Computer 
LTE5100, Compaq 
PC-3080, Sharp Electronics 
Portege610CT, 

Toshiba America 
Slimnote 890TX, Twinhead 
Solo S5-120XL, Gateway 2000 
SoundBook lip, MidWest Micro 
Tecra 700CT, Toshiba America 
ThinkPad 760C, IBM 
ThinkPad 760CD, IBM 
TravelMate 5100, 

Versa 4050C, 

NEC Technologies 
WinBook XP5, WinBook 
Z-Note GT, Zenith Data Systems 


PENTIUM-BASED SYSTEMS 

Dimension PlOOt, Dell Computer 
Dimension XPS PI 66c, 

Dell Computer 
Infinity P5-133EDO, 

CompuLink Research 
NetServer 5/133 LS2, 

Hewlett-Packard 
PI 33 Millennia, 

Micron Electronics 
P5-133 Office PC, 

MidWest Micro 

Poly 500P8, Polywell Computers 

Presario 9240, Compaq 42 

Prioris LX 590, 

Digital Equipment Corp. 

ProLiant 1500, Compaq i 

ProSignia 300 5/90, Compaq i 

QP5/133 SM-1, Quantex l 

R/S 6000, IBM i 

Vectra XU 6/150, Hewlett-Packard i 

PERIPHERALS 

CD-R OM AMD HARD DRIVES 


DW-S114X CD Recorder, 
Pioneer New Media 
KXL-D740, Panasonic 
Medalist 2140, Seagate 
MR5 Raid Disk Array, 
Mega Drive Systems 
MultiSpin 4Xc, 


INPUT DEVICES 


3-D Magic, 3DTV 
CyberGlove, Virtual Technologies 
CyberMaxx 2.0, 

VictorMaxx Technologies 

Home PC Game Glasses, 

Magellan, Logitech 
SimulEyes VR, StereoGraphics 
Touch n’Tap, Cirque 
VFX1 HeadGear, 

Forte Technologies 
Virtual i-glasses,Virtual i-0 


ISDN R OUTERS 


Courier 1-Modem, US. Robotics 


MULTIMEDIA A M D DIGI TA L P RODUCT S 

3D Blaster, Creative Labs 171 740 

3Demon, Omnicomp Graphics 171 741 

3D Sound Series 140, 171 745 

Crystal Lake Multimedia 


DC50 zo 

DigiPhone, 

Third Planet Publishing 
DycamlO-C, Dycam 
Edge 3D, Diamond Multimedia 

Imager LCS-9210, Labtec 
Internet Phone 3.0, VocalTec 
MGA Millennium, 


QuickTake 150, Apple 
RasterMedia, ConnectWare 
RDC-1, Ricoh 

Sapphire 3D Designer, Fujitsu 
Sound Blaster AWE32 PnP, 

Creative Labs 

Spatializer HTMS-2510, 

Spatializer 

TransPhone, TransPhone 
Webster, ViewCall America 
WebTalk, Quarterdeck 
Zaurus ZR-5800FX, 

Sharp Electronics 


BJC-4100, Canon 
Citizen PN60, Citizen A 
DeskJet 820Cse, 
Hewlett-Packard 
DeskJet 855C, 

DeskJet 1600CM, 

DocuPrint 4508, Xerox 
LaserJet 5MP, 


Microtek PageWiz, 

Computer Discount Warehous 

Mustek TwainScan, First Sourc 
PaperPortVx, Visioneer 


Computer Marketplace 
ScanJet 4Si, Hewlett-Packard 
Umax Page Office, Insight Direct 
Visioneer PaperPort 2.0, 

PC Compleat 

WINDOWS SOFTWARE 

BUSINESS APPLICATIONS 

Access for Windows 95, 

Adams Resumes & Cover Letters, 

Adams Media 

AgreementBuilder 3.0, Jian 
CommSuite 95, Delrina 
Enfish, DEX 


Excel for Windows 95, Microsoft 
Janna Contact 95, Janna Systems 
Office for Windows 95, Microsoft 
Project for Windows 95, 


Recollect Gold, MindWorks 
RoundTable, ForeFront Group 
Visual Recall 2.0, XSoft/Xerox 

Word for Windows 95, 


3D Kitchen, Books That Work 

All-Movie Guide, Corel 
Behind The Mask, 

Turner Home Entertainment 


CyberSpeed, Mindscape 
Descent, Interplay 
Emily Post’s Complete Guide 
to Weddings, 

HarperCollins Interactive 
Learn To Do Windows 95 
with John C. Dvorak, 
Allegro New Media 


Our Times, Vicarious 
Stonekeep, Interplay 
StreetFinder 1996, Rand McNally 
This Is Spinal Tap, Voyager 
VideoHound, 


3D F/X, Asymetrix 
3-D Studio Max, Autodesk 
CorelDraw 6, Corel 
CoreIXara, Corel . 

Director 5, Macromedia 
Extreme 3D, Macromedia 
Instant 3D, Visual Software 
MultiMedia MMlOO.Scala 
Painter 4.0, Fractal Design 
Photoshop 3.0 for Windows, 
Adobe Systems 
PowerPoint for Windows 95, 
Microsoft 

Premiere 4.2, Adobe Systems 
Publisher for Windows 95, 

Microsoft 

QuarkXPress 3.31, Quark 
Ray Dream Studio, Ray Dream 
Softimage 3D, Microsoft 
Superscape VRT, Superscape 
VR Creator, Vream 
VR Workshops-, Media Synergy 
WalkThrough Pro 2.5, Virtus 
WorldToolKit, Sense8 


INTERNET PROD UCTS 

Acrobat Amber, Adobe Systems 
Alta Vista, Digital Equipment Corp. 
ASAPWebShow, 

Software Publishing Corp. 
Backstage, iband 
CyberSitter 2.0, 

Solid Oak Software 
HAHTSite, Haht Software 
HTML Transit, InfoAccess 


f¥f ,PCC 


P U T I 


.COM 





































||ir|pY PRODUCTS FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE: 

H 11U w/V For free information, circle the corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 291. 




Shockwave, Macromedia 

Skyway, ABSI 
SpryNet, CompuServe 
SuperWeb Server, 

Frontier Technologies 
Surf’n’ Print, BookMaker 
Texture, FutureTense 
Web Publisher Professional, 


SkiSoft Publishing 
WebSite 1.1, O’Reilly & Associates 
Webstar 95/NT, Quarterdeck 



SOFTWARE! 


WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 


Now you can.get your very own copy of PC Computing 
delivered to you every month — at incredible savings! 
Plus, sign up now and get powerful FREE SOFTWARE 
with your paid subscription. 

^ 1 - 800 - 365-2770 

recomputing 














Are you certain your software 
came directly from an authorized source? If not 


You lose 


You risk 



computer viruses 
non-functioning software 

software/hardware 

stiff fines 


• useful documentation 

• future upgrades 

• technical support 

• discounted pricing 


Software rental, counterfeit software and downloading commercial software 
from the Internet or bulletin boards without the publishers’ permission are all illegal. 


Get the facts. 

Visit the Software Publishers Association home page at: http://www.spa.org or call us at: (800) 388-7478 for assistance, or to report a case of software piracy. 


:0']i 


© 1996 Software Publishers Association 


Don’t Copy That Floppy" 


Adobe Premiere, WordPerfect, Norton Utiles, and harvard Graphics, 
are trademarks of SPA members. Used with permission, 



















BPsj gJ ' ip.Zap.Zoom. Bfe? 

W Wrn That’s how easy it is to extract and flO 

,* HI compress files in Windows' 95 and ” jS . 'T ^ 

Windows 3.1—when you’re using new Vertisoft Zip-It.” ■ , "T 

Zip! Zip-It lets you shrink the size of the files up to 98%. It’s 100% It* t 

PKZIP” compatible and 100% Internet-ready. ■M^IL 

^ Zap! Creating a ZIP file is effortless. Simply pick the one you want, then drag and drop mJ 

it on Zip-It’s window. Bi 

Just point, click, and zzzoom!—you can instantly view, extract and edit your files, or run a program from a ZIP file. 
Plus: Our exclusive Zip-It Plus feature creates Windows self-extracting files you can easily share with others. 

So why fumble around with DOS'? — 


Artisoft utilities. Shrink the size of I 

Circle 284 on reader service card. 

s registered trademark of Verttsoft Systems, Inc PKZIP is a trademark of PKWARp, Inc. Windov 
Inc All rights f«erved.:four Embar«ddro Ctr, Suite 3470 , San Francisco, CA 94111 . 


I your files up to 98%. 

http://www.vertisoftsys.com 











1-Way Patrol 


Spry Experience 

CompuServe’s SpryNet 
promises the “complete 
internet experience." Surf 
an unlimited number of 
hours for only $19.95 a 
month with Spry's Mosaic 
Web browser. 


SpryNet / CompuServe / 

(800) 777-9638 Chttp://www.sprynet 
.com] / $19.95 per month / 

Reader Service No. 876 

1-Way Virus Buster 

Eliminate e-mail-borne 
viruses with Integralis’s 
MIMEsweeper. It scans 
incoming and outgoing 
e-mail for most known 
computer viruses. 

MIMEsweeper / Integrals / 

(206) 889-4724 (http://www 
.integralis.com) / $2,500 for 100 
users / Reader Service No. 877 

Surfin’ MSN 

Curious about Microsoft 
Network ? Get up to 
speed with Wallace 
Wang’s Surfing the 
Microsoft Network, a 
352-page guidebook to 
getting the most out of 
MSN’s forums and 
features. 


Surfing the Microsoft Network / 

Prentice Hall PTR / (800) 947-7700 
(http://www.prenhall.com) / $19.95 
list price /Reader Service No. 878 



www.boobtube.com: Coming not so soon to a Web 
browser and desktop PC nearyou-Web TV. 


INTERNET BROADCASTING 

I Want My 
Web IV! 

It’s Thursday night. Should 
you sink down in the couch for 
an evening of NBC’s Friends 
and Seinfeld? Or would you 
rather launch Netscape’s Navi¬ 
gator and surf the night away? 
If the merging of traditional 
broadcast and Internet tech¬ 
nologies continues, you’ll soon 
be able to choose both. 

One of the biggest barriers 
to Web TV is bandwidth. The 
fastest analog modem tops out 
at just 33.6Kbps. Full-motion 
video at 30 fps requires more 
than 500Mbps. Alternatives 
include ISDN lines (128Kbps); 
Tl lines (1,544Kbps); and 
Asynchronous Transfer Mode, 
or ATM (622Mbps). 

ISDN is popular, but it’s still 
too slow and subject to rate 
increases. Tl lines are too 
expensive for consumers to 
lease. ATM, besides being cost- 
prohibitive, isn’t widely avail¬ 
able. A promising alternative is 
cable, which is ubiquitous, 
cheap, and fast—anywhere 


from 500Mbps to 3,000Mbps, 
provided you have a cable 
modem. In fact, TCI, Hearst, 
and Kleiner Perkins are work¬ 
ing on a joint cable-internet 
venture dubbed @Home. But 
bandwidth is just one part of 
the Web TV equation; com¬ 
pression technology is another. 

Video-compression tech¬ 
nologies such as Xing Tech¬ 
nology’s StreamWorks and 
VDOnet’s VDOLive offer 
free video clients that work 


with most Web browsers, 
bringing live video and audio 
to the Internet. StreamWorks 
sites include Bloomberg Busi¬ 
ness News, NBC, and Penta¬ 
gon Records. Sites that use 
VDOLive include CBS News, 
Paramount Digital Entertain¬ 
ment, San Francisco’s KPIX 
television, and Club TV, a hip 
new service from Matra 
Hachette that brings the very 
best European television pro¬ 
grams to the Web. 


Essential Internet Video Technologies 


ONE-MINUTE GUIDE 


Get comfortable behind your favorite 
Web browser and check out video 
programming over the Internet. No, it’s 
not quite TV, but some promising new 
technologies deliver decent broadcasting 
over the Web, even at 28.8Kbps. 

Bookmark this shortlist and tune in now. 

Streamworks Try Xing Technology’s 
StreamWorks, a leader in digital-video and 
audio compression, as well as 
broadcasting technology. StreamWorks 


includes a free client for receiving live and 
on-demand audio and video via TCP/IP 
(http://www.streamworks.com). 

vdolive VDOnet’s scalable compression 
technology provides real-time video over 
the Internet, even at connection speeds as 
slow as 14.4Kbps. With VDOnet’s VDOLive 
viewer, you can enjoy video from any browser- 
if you have a standard analog modem. 
VDOLive works as either a helper application 
or as a plug-in to Netscape’s Navigator. For 


more info on plug-ins, see “Net Essentials: 
See What You’ve Been Missing on the Web,” 
page 58 (http://www.vdolive.com). 

COMPRESSION POINTERS Stuart 

Inglis’s Compress Pointers, a handy one- 
stop Web site, has links to hundreds of 
compression-related sites, especially 
audio and video compression. Daily 
updates make this a must-see site 
(http://www.cs.waikato.ac.nz/%7Esinglis/ 
compression-pointers.html). 




G . C O M 















1-Way Patrol 

Insites 


THE CYBERSPACE SURFER Tabor Griffin 
Communications’ Webster brings you a 
bounty of up-to-the-moment 1-Way news. 

http://www.tgc.com/webstef.html 


THE WEB RUNS THROUGH IT Catch a 
premium selection of fly-fishing 
equipment, flies, materials, and travel 
opportunities at The Fly Shop. 
http://www.awwwsome.com/theflyshop 

WALT'S MAGIC KINGDOM Mickey Mouse 
meets HTML at the new Walt Disney site. 
http://www.disney.com 

QUEST FOR CD-ROM Trace thousands of 
CD-ROM titles at CD SourceLine. 
http://www.omix.com/cds/ 

LIVE LONG AND PROSPER MedAccess is 
one of several sites devoted to employee 
health-care-benefit information. 

http://www.medaccess.com/home.html 

SILVER SCREENING Scan PolyGram's Reel 
Life site for 




behind-the-scenes 
details about 
* everything from 
‘ production to 
distribution of 


ROAD TRIPPIN’ Surf through every street 
in America without leaving your desktop 


FORE! Want to play a round of 18 holes? Try 
Golf Travel Online for 
detailed information 
on courses from 
Pebble Beach to 
Saint Andrews. 

http://www.gto.com 

Free Stuff is written by Dylan 
Tweney. Downloads? E-mail 
Dylan_Tweney@zd.com. 1-Way 
Patrol is written and edited by 
Rich Schwerin. I-Way report 
to share f Send e-mail to 
Rich Schwerin@zd. com 


Free Stuff! 

Dylan Tweney: Check out www.pccomputing.com 



Get Those Title Bars in Line 

Windows 95’s Taskbar is always hiding title bars. Shovelt fixes that problem. 

File: SHOVIT.ZIP Size/Time*: 15K/10 seconds 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

Gore and Glory ☆☆☆☆☆ 

In WarCraft, animated Ores and humans battle each other to the death while defending vital resources. 

File: WARCRAFT.ZIP Size/Time*: 1.4MB/15 minutes 

Descend into the Depths 

Get Descent 2 and take on enemy pilots in mind-bending, fully 3-D underground dogfights. 

File: DESCENT.ZIP Size/Time*: 4.2MB/45 minutes 


Nuclear-Powered 3-D 

Get the 3-D version of the shareware game Duke Nukem. Five levels of play mean lots of fun. 

File: 3DDUKE.ZIP Size/Time*: 5MB/60 minutes 

☆A** 

Screen-Saver Wise Guy 

Weird Wally is a cartoon guy who walks around your screen making random wisecracks. Odd, but fun. 

File: WALY32.ZIP Size/Time*: 153K/2 minutes 

How to Handle HTML Files 

Microsoft’s HTML Wizard adds convenient HTML-handling items to Explorer’s context menus. 
File: HTMWIZ Size/Time*: 45K/30 seconds 


Scroll Up Your Windows 

Stop minimizing your windows—scroll them up like shades with WinShade. 

File: WSHADE.ZIP Size/Time*: 140K/2 minutes 

fdTtrk 

Make Your Mouse More Useful 

Whiskers lets you assign Windows actions and macros to mouse clicks and key combinations. 

File: WHISK26A.ZIP Size/Time*: 23K/15 seconds 


Memory Monitor 

Use Memory Status to monitor available RAM and system resources under Windows 95. 

File: MSTAT.ZIP Size/Time*: 15K/10 seconds 



Package Deals: Timesaving Software Suites 


THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE 

The X-Files is on TV only 
once a week. But with this 
Windows 95 theme, you 
can experience the creepy 
mystery of the show on 
your desktop as often 
as you like. 


INTERNET ASSISTANCE 

Want to put your 
documents, spreadsheets, 
and presentations on the 
Webi The easiest way is 
with Microsoft’s Internet 
Assistants for Word, Excel, 
and PowerPoint. 


PLAY ON! 

Stay young! Have fun! 
You’ll never get bored 
with this collection of 
games, including versions 
of go, mah-jongg, and a 
game reminiscent of the 
arcade favorite Asteroids. 

FILE: GAMEPAK.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 620K/6 minutes 


Ratings: irkfckk A T3 line, no charges, irkkk The office T1 line after hours, irfrk , 
ISDN line, all set up. Afast 28.8Kbps modem. ★ A 9,600bps modem with traffic. 


LIBRARIES ON COMPUSERVE [G 


fE CWWW.PCCOMPUING.COM), A 
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his sparse bedroom, 


To subscribe, call 1-800-926-1578 or visit http://www.zdnet.com/~COTplife/ 

Circle 199 on reader service card. 






List:David Letterman 


Bookmarks of the Rich and Famous 


Have we got a show for you. This month our spies braved the streets 
of New York, endured the freezing temperatures of the Ed Sullivan 
Theater, and stormed the home office in Sioux City, Iowa, just to get 
the ultraexclusive bookmark list of the master of late nighty David 
Letterman. See what stupid Web tricks Dave’s been up to, here and 
online (www.pccomputing.com). 


Famous Neighbors 

The Unofficial 
Mujibur & Sirajul 
Home Page 
http://www.gmi.edu/~maju6406/ 
ms/ms.html 
Stupid Pet Tricks 
Blue Dog Can 
Count 

http://kao.ini.cmu.edu:5550/ 

bdf.html 

Stupid Human Tricks 

America’s Funniest 
Home Videos 
http://www.gigaplex.com/wow/ 
celebs/saget.htm 

Stupid Hairline Tricks 

Instant Hair Plus 
http://www.primenet.com/ 
-glenda/IHPl.html 

Hey Kids, Do You Like That 
Rock 'n' Roll? 

Yahoo’s Musician 
List 

http://www.yahoo.com/ 

Entertainment/Music/Artists/ 


Closing the Gap 

Dentistinfo.com 

http://www.dentistinfo.com/ 

Mom's Summer Vacation Plans 

1996 Olympic 
Games Home Page 
http://www.atlanta4fmpic.org/ 
Why Them Watermelons Burst 
Newton’s Third Law 
http://uptown.turnplte.uet/L/ 
lindeman/newton/newton.html 
Wardrobe for the Show 
What to Look for in 
Winter Coats 
http://www.charm.net/~jatec/ 
WinterCoats.html 
Oprah, Uma 

The Uma Thurman 
Home Page 


lima, Oprah 

People: Get Ready 
for Oprah Online 
http://wwwiw.com/netilay/ ; 
simba/95092808.html 


Fan Club Members 

Connecticut State 1 
Police 

Ti:;S http://www.li.net/~j4dice/ 
frequencies/Connecticut/ 
ctpdcodes.htal 

More Fan Club Members 

The Stalkers 
httpZ/www, siliity.com/ 
-#eryn~n~teHer/stalkers.html 

Kicked Out of the Academy 

The Interactive 
Guide to the Oscars 
http://oscars.giiide.ciiM/ 

Hey NBC, Smoke This 

International * 
Fellowship of 
Cigar & Pipe Layyrs 
http://www.inlet.com/ Iv. 
bahamas/default.htm 'Ml 
You Call That a Monologue? 
The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno 
httpl/www.nbc.com/ 

: enteifainment/shows/tonight/ 


ToplO Reasons Why Dave Surfs the Web 

10. Psycho Fans Can't Break into My Home Page ! 

The Late Show with David Letterman 
http://www.cbs.com/lateshow/lateshow.html 
9. Can Buy Canned Hams in Bulk ‘ 

Mahogany Smoked Meats 
http://www.smokedmeats.com/ 

8. Get to Make Fun of Canadians i 

The Royal Society of Canada 
http://utl2.library.utoronto.ca/www/rsc/index.htm 

7. Proud Member of the Larry “Bud” Melman Fan Club ; 

The Calvert DeForest Home Page 
http://www.calvertdeforest.com/ 

6. The Web Cam! 

Wearable Wireless Web Cam and 
Telemetry 

http://www-white.media.mit.edu/~steve/netcam.html 


Connecticut to New York in 
Under 20 

DeLorme’s National 
Speed Limit Map 
http://www.delome.Mm/ 
l newsmaps/speedtlfn 

Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner? 


Ivy League It Ain’t 

Welcome to Ball 
State University 
http://www.bsu.edu/liome.hti 

And Now, a Word from 
Our Sponsor 

The Westinghouse 
Home Page 
http://www.westinghouse.com/ 


David Letterman 
Top Ten Lists* 

http^/oipgomth.uwc.edu/ .» 
extras/ttlists/ 


5. Chats with Fellow Madonna Admirers 
The Madonna Fan Newsgroup 
newsit.fan.madonna 

4. Happy Birthday to Me 

Drew Barrymore Home Page 
http://www.wfu.edu/~david/drew/ 

3. Buttafuoco! 

The Joey Buttafuoco Odyssey 
http://anansi.panix.com/userdirs/freddyg/trip/Start.html 
2. Three Words: Fun with Velcro! 

The Story of Velcro 
http://www.riptie.eom/g/p/__374cl:7c/velcro/story. html 
1. Help O.J. Find the Real KilleS 
Golf Course Database 








DELL LATITUDE DELL LATITUDE™ XPi P120D • 2Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIASIots 

Dependable Notebooks 120MHz PENTIUM’" PROCESSOR >6.2 Pounds 

With Superior Battery Life . io.4" Dual Scan Color Display • Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock™ 



petL 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800 - 247-5503 

In Canada* call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat lOam-Bpm CT 
Sun12pm-5pmCT • http://www.dell.com/ 
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and sustained only minor damage. Which all 
leads to the moral of this incredible story: if 
you really want a notebook that can stand 
up to the daily rigors of the real world, get a 
Dell Latitude. 

Because not only are Dell Latitude notebooks 
powerful and affordable. They also seem to be 
virtually indestructible. 


Recently, Stephen Taylor of North Carolina 
accidentally backed his car over his Dell Latitude 
XPi notebook. Don't ask. These things happen. 

Designed for But as amazing 
/riM as it may seem, 

nn his De || Latitude 

notebook booted 
up immediately 


Our Pentium Chip-based 
Latitude XPi 

$2599 


• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

















DELL LATITUDE LX 4100T 

100MHz INTELDX4™ PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 420MB Upgradeable Hard Drive 
(810MB Max) 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to 
achieve extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 12MB of RAM 
r for only $99 more. 

$1999 

Business Lease: $74/Mo. 

Order Code #800033 

DELL LATITUDE XPi P75D 

75MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• 14.4 XJACK Modem 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 


If you're impressed by Windows 95, you 
should see it running on the Dell Dimension XPS 
PI33c and the Dell Dimension PlOOt. These Dell* 
systems were just judged the best for running 
Windows 95 by PC Magazine. 

The experts reviewed 83 different desktops- 
both high-end (120 and 133MHz) and mid-range 
(90 and 100MHz)—and the Dell systems swept 
both categories. In fact, they praised the Dell 
desktops, calling them "shining examples of 
what this award is all about!’ 

The way these systems run Windows 95 is 
impressive. But the way these systems are 
priced is even more so. 

To order, give us a call today. 


DIRECT NEWS ON THE INTERNET 
For free updates on Dell's product offerings, pricing 
and other news electronically, send an email message 
to "DirectNews-request@dell.com." 

Please use the word "subscribe" as the body of 
your message. 


• 10.4" SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 
•2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to a 1.2GB hard drive 
for only $400 more. 


$3599 


• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

■ 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 


WINDOWS 95. 

ELL DOES IT BEST. 



• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 


• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

★ Add a 28.8XJACK/Cabled Modem 
for only $259 mote. 


Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1MB Video RAM 

• 2Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIASIots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty' 

PICTURED IN COLUMN AT LEFT 


MU 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800 - 247-5509 


I $2599 $2199 




In Canada? call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun12pm-5pmCT • http://www.dell.com/ 
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OTHER PCs CAN RUN 
BUT PC MAGAZINE SAYS 


Vk 

Di 


DELL DIMENSION XPS Pro200 

200MHz PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower Model 

• 64MB ramRIGHT™ Memory 
(128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 2.1GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7“ v.i.s.) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 (N.F.I.) 

• Microsoft Windows NT™ with 1 Year 
Windows NT Support/MS Mouse 

• Upgrade to the Imagine 128-bit 
Graphics Accelerator with 4MB VRAM 
for only $330 more. 


$5299 

Business Leased $191/Mo. 
Order Code #500227 


DELL DIMENSION XPS Pro150 

150MHz PENTIUM PRO PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower Model 

• 16MB Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7’ v.i.s.) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

• Upgrade to a 17LS (15.7' v.i.s.) monitor 
for only $300 more. 


$2899 

Business Lease: $107/Mo. 
Order Code #500226 


DELL DIMENSION XPS P166c 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7" v.i.s.) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

• Add the HP LaserJet 5L for only 
$479 more. 


$3299 

Order Code #500225 


DELL DIMENSION XPS P133c 

DELL DIMENSION XPS P133c 

DELL DIMENSION PlOOt 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2.5GB Max) 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7* v.i.s.) 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7* v.i.s.) 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7* v.i.s.) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

• 64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video 

2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

(2MB DRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 

• MS Office Professional with 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Free Support 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

★ Adda 3Com EtherLink III Network 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

Interface Card for only $79 more. 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

★ Add a 1.6GB/3.2GB Travan EIDE tape 


Free Support/MS Mouse 

backup for only $249 more. 


nm ' 

' 1 

’ m ’ 

*2999 Ld 

$2199 m 

$1879 m 

Business Lease: $111/Mo. EDITOR? 

Business Lease: $81/Mo. EDITORS’ 

Business Lease: $70/Mo. EDITORS' 

Order Code #500223 CHOICE 

Order Code #500222 CHOICE 

Order Code #500221 CHOICE 


★SYSTEMS FEATURED ARE JUST A SAMPLING OF THE THOUSANDS OF POPULAR CONFIGURATIONS AVAILABLE. 


PC Week, January 8,1996 article reprinted with permission of PC Week and the PC Magazine. January 23,1996 article reprinted with permission of PC Magazine. ©Ziff-Davis Publishing Corporation. 
♦Pricing is not discountable. *For a complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write Dell USA L.P., 2214 W. Braker Lane, Building 3, Austin, TX 78758. ^Business leasing arranged by 
Leasing Group, Inc. ^Prices and specifications valid in the U.S. only and subject to change without notice. The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and lntelDX4 is a trademark of Intel 
Corporation. MS, Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks and Windows NT is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. XJACK is a registered trademark of US Robotics Mobile 
Communications Corporation. ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights reserved. 


• Mini Tower Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB M 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB i 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7* vj 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video [ 
(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-RC 

• MS Office Professional with' 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 \ 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Da* 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

• Upgrade to 32MB of EDO Met | 
for only $550 more. 

PICTURED SYSTEM 


$2579 


• Desktop Model 

• 8MBEDOMemory(128MBMaxJ 

• 256KB Cache 

• 850MB Hard Drive [12ms] (1.BG| 

• 14XE Monitor(13.19" v.i.s.) 

• 64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video | 
(2MB DRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROlJ 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 D^| 
Free Support 

• Upgrade to 16MB of EDO Mai| 
for only $225 more. 


$1499 
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800 - 247-2317 

In Canada* call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm CT • http://www.dell.com/ 
j Keycode #02107 [ 














